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N k ER | Trenton, January 1, 1777. 


Y ous reſolves of the twenty-ſeventh ultimo were tranſmit- 
ted me laſt night by meſſieurs Clymer, Morris, and Walton; 
The confidence which Congreſs have honored me with by theſe 
proceedings, has a claim to my warmeſt acknowledgments. At 
the ſame time I beg leave to aſſure them that all my faculties 
ſhall be employed to direct properly the powers they have been 
pleaſed to veſt me with, and to advance thoſe objects, and only 
thoſe, which gave riſe to this honorable mark of diſtinction. If 
my exertions ſhould not be attended with the deſired ſucceſs, I 
truſt the failure will be imputed to the true cauſe, the peculi- 
arly diſtreſſed ſituation of our affairs, and the difficulties I have 
to combat, — rather than to a want of zeal for my country, and 
the cloſeſt attention to her intereſts, to promote which has ever 
been my ſtudy. | Li IL 0 * 
On monday morning I paſſed the Delaware myſelf; the whole 
of our troops' and artillery, not till yeſterday, owing to the ice 
which rendered their paſſage extremely difficult KR, fatiguing. 
Since their arrival, we have been parading the regiments whofe 
time of ſervice is now expired, in order to know what force we 
ſhould have to depend on, and how to regulate our views ac- 
_ cordingly. After much perſuaſion and the exertions of their 
_ bfficers, half or a greater proportion of thoſe from the eaſtward 
have conſented to Ray fix weeks on a bounty of ten dollars. I 
feel the inconvenience of this advance, and I know the conſe- 
* _&uences which will reſult from it ;—but what could be done? 
750 | Pennſyl- 
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2 - GENERAL WASHINGTON's 
Pennſylvania had allows the ſame to her militia :—the troops 
felt their importance, and would baye their price, Indeed, as 
their aid is ſo ellential, and not to be diſpenſed with, it is to be 


wondered they had not eſtimated it at a higher rate. I per- 
ceive that Congreſs, apprehenſive of this event, had made un- 


limitted provifion for it: 
General Mifflin is at 1 with about eighteen TAP 
dred men, and general Cadwallader at Croſwix's, with about 


the fams number. We are now making our arrangements, and 


concerting a plan of operations, which I ſhall attempt to exe- 
cute as ſoon as poſſiole, and which I hope will be gee with 
ſame ſucceſs, | 

As to the number and fituation of the enemy, I cannot ob- 
fain certain intelligence: but, from the accounts moſt to be re- 
lied on, they have collected the principal part of their force, 
from Brunſwic and the neighboring poſts, at Princeton, where 
they are throwing up ſome works. The number there is re- 
ported to be from five to fix thouſand ; and it is confidently ſaid 
they have ſent the chief part of their baggage to Brunſwic, It 
is added, that general Howe landed at Amboy a day or two 
ago- with a thoufand light troops, and is on his march from 
thence. 
I have ſent into different parts of Jerſey, men of inflgence to 
Jpirit up the militia, and flatter 'myſelf that the many injuries 
they have received will induce ſome to give their aid. If what 


they have ſuffered does not rouſe their reſentment, they muſt 


not poſſeſs the common feelings of humanity. Io oppreſſion, 
ravage, and a deprivation of property, they have had the more 
mortifying circumſtance of inſult added: —after being ſtripped 
of all they had without the leaſt compenſation, proteCtions have. / 
been granted them for the free enjoyment of their effects. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. GW, 
P. 8. I have not been able to procure returns of our force, 


owing to our fituation, I ſuppole that about two or three and 


twenty hundred paſſed with me, which number is now reduced 
to fifteen or ſixteen hundred. Noeftimate of our force can be 
formed from the number of regiments: many of them, by rea- 
ſon of ſickneſs, cannot turn out more than a hundred x men. 


— " 
23 
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Sin, | * Fauuary 57 17755 4 


I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, ſince the date of 


my laſt from Trentoa, I have remov ed with the army under my 
command 
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command to this place. The difficulty of croſſing the Dela- 
ware on account of the ice made our paſſage ayer it t e 
and gave the enemy an opportunity of drawing in their ſevera} ' - 
cantonments and affembling. their whole force at Princeton. 
Their large. picquets, jadvanged towards renten their gres 
preparations, and ſome intelligence I had received, —added to 
their knowledge that the firſt of January brought on a diſſolu- 
tion of tue beſt part of our army,—gave me the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons to conclude that an attack upon us was meditating. "oF 
Our fituation was molt cuitical, and our force ſmall. To re- 
move immediately was again deſtroying every dawn of $i 
which had begun to revive in the breafts of the Jerſey militia ; 
and to bring thoſe troops which had firit craſſed the Delaware 
and were lying at Croſwix's under general Cadwallader, and 
thoſe under general Mifflin at Bozdentown (amounting in the 
whole to about three thouſand ſiæ-hundred), «to Trenton, was 
to bring them to an expoſed place. One or the other however 
was unavoidable :—the latter was preferred, and they were or- 
dered to join us at Trenton, which they did, by a night-march, 
on the ig 7. | 5 
On the ſecond, according to my expectation, the enemy bes 
an to advance upon us; aud, after ſome ſkirmiſuing, the head 
of their column reached Trenton abont four o'clock, whilſt. 
their rear was as far back as Maidenhead. They attempted to“ 
paſs Sanpink creek which runs through Trenton, at different 
laces; but, finding the fords guarded, halted and kindled their 
fires. We were drawn up on the other fide of the creex. - In 
this ſituation we remained till dark, cannonading the enemy, 
and receiving the fire of their field-pieces which did us but little” 
damage. x ; „„ | 2 
Having by this time diſcovered that the enemy were greatly 
ſuperior in number, and that their deſign was to ſurround us, 
I ordered all our baggage to be removed filently to Burlington 
ſoon after dark; and at twelve o'clock, after renewing our fircs 
and leaving guards at the bridge in Trenton, and other paſſes 
on the ſame ſtream above, marched by a ronnd-about road to 
Princeton where I knew they could not have much force left, 
and might have ſtores. One thing I was certain of, —that it 
would avoid the appearance of a retreat (which was of courſe, 
or to run the hazard of the whole army being cut of )-—whilt 
we might by a fortunate ſtroke withdraw general Howe from 
Trenton, and give ſome reputation to our arms.--Happily we 
ſucceeded, —We found Princeton about ſun-rife with only three 
N regi- 
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3 aud three troops of light-horſe in it, two of wh 
were on their tharch to - Sl x Theſe three W eſpe- 


cially the tro firſt, made a gallant refiſtance, and, in killed; 
' wounded; and priſoners, muſt have loft five hundred men : ups 


wards 9 6 one hundred of them were left dead in the field; and; 
with what I have with me, and what were taken in the purſuit 
and carried/acrofs the Detaw are, there are near three hundred 
. fourteen of whom are officers, all Britiſh. - - — 
This piece of good fortune is counterbalanced by the loſs of 


N che brave and worthy general Mercer, colonels Hazlet and 


n 


5 Motter, captain Neal of the artillery, captam Fleming who 
3 commanded the firſt Virginia regiment, and four or ſive other 
. valuable officers, who, with about twenty-five or thirty privates 


re-flain i in the field. Our whole loſs cannot be aſcertained, 
ny who are in the purſwt of the enemy (who were chaſed 


three or four milts).are not yet come in. 


The rear of the enemy's army lying at Maidenhead (not 
more than five or fix miles from Princeton) was up with us be- 


fore our purſuit was over: but as I had the precaution to deſtroy 


the bridge over Stoney-brook (about half- a mile from the - 
field of action), they were fo Jong retarded there as to give us 
time to move off in good order for this place. We took two 
braſs field pieces; but for want of borſes could not bring them 
away. We alſo took ſome blankets, ſhoes, and a few other trif- 
fling articles, burned the hay, and deſtroyed ſuch ever: egy 
as the ſhottfiefs of the time would admit of, bs of 

My original plan, when I ſet out from "Trenton, was, to del 
10 on to Brunſwic ; but the harraſſed ſtate of our troops 
(many of them having had no reſt for two nights and a day), 
and the danger of loſing the advantage we had gained by aiming 
at too much, induced me by the advice of my officers, to relin- 
quiſh the attempts ; but, in my judgment, ſix or eight hundred 
freſh troops upon 2 forced march would have deſtroyed all their 
fiores and magazines, — taken (as we have ſincę learned) their 
military cheſt, containing ſeventy thouſand pounds,—and | 
an end to the war. 'The enemy from the beſt intelligence T 
have been able to get, were ſo much alarmed at the apprehenſi- 
on of this, that they marched immediately to Brunſwic without 
halting, except at the bridges (for I alſo took up thoſe on Mill. 
ſtone, on the different routs to Brunbwic), and got there befare 
day. 4 ö 18 

From the beſt information I have received, ceperal — 
hk left no men either at Trenton or e eee The truthof 
this I am endeavoring to aſcertain, that I may regulate my 
movements accordingly, | The. 
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damage. 


ter to accommodate and refreſh them. The fituation is 


„„ ns {4 1 
be militia are taking ſpirit», and, I am told, arg coming in 


many of our poor ſoldiers barefoot, and ill clad in other re. 
ſpects. 2 | | Sj N 


| 7 TT 
A, | Morriflown, January 7, 1777. 


I AM happy to inform you that the account of general 


Mercer's death, tranſmitted in my laſt, was premature, though 


it was mentioned as certain by many who ſaw him after he was 
wounded. By intelligence from Princeton yeſterday evening; 
he was alive, and ſeemed as if he would do well: —unbappiby 
he is a priſoner. Had it not been for the information I had of 
his death, I would. have tried to have brought him away, 
though I believe it could not have beeen effected 
The enemy have totally eyacuated Trent and Prineetovns; 
and are now at Brunſwic on the ſeveral poſts on the communi- 
cation between that and Hudſon's river, but chiefly at Brunk 
wic. Their numbers and movements are variouſſy reported: 
but all agree that their force is great. There have been two 
or three little ſkirmiſhes between their parties and ſome de- 
tachments of militia, in which the latter has been ſucceſsful; 
and made a few priſoners. The moſt conſiderable. was on fun- 
day morning near Springfield, when eight or ten Waldeckers 


were killed and wounded, and the remainder of the party, 


(thirty-nine or forty) made priſoners, with two officers, by a 
force not ſuperior in number, and without receiving the leaft 

| e + v2 ;. +43 +430 £15" 
- The ſeverity of the ſeaſon has made our troops, eſpecially the 
militia, extremely impatient, and has reduced the number very 
conſiderably. Every day more or leſs leave us. Their com- 


vlaints, and the great fatigues they had undergone, Fane aan. 


to come to this places, as the beſt calculated of any in this quar- 


by no 
means 


took a parcel of baggage. 
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mea s favorable to our views: and, as ſoon as the purpoſes. are 
zniwered for which we came, I think to remove, though I con- 
Jeſs I do not know how we ſhall procure covering for our men 


88 


Y elſewhere. | vs 


I have the honor to be, &c. * G. W. 
en, EAT Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, Jan. g, 1777. 


I AM honored with yours of the firſt inſtant, incloſing 
ſundry reſolves relating to this and the northern army. "boſe 
that reſpect my department ſhall be properly attended to. 
I am obliged by your notice of colonel Baylor, on whom I 
ſhall confer the command of horſe to which you recommend 
him. —When the uniform for the regiment is fixed upon, a 


horſe properly capariſoned ſhall be provided and preſented to cdlo- 
nel Baylor.—There were no horſes of any figure or value taken 


. 


at Trenton, — Oe | | 

Since I wrote you laſt; the enemy have withdrawn all their 
out- garriſons, and centured their whole force at and near Brunſ- 
wie; but whether with an intention to make a ſtand there or 
make another puſh towards Philadelphia, I cannot yet deter- 
mine. Upon the evacuation of Elizabeth-town, general Max- 
well fell upon the enemy's rear, and made ſeventy priſoners and 


I have the honor to be, &. oc. We: Ws 
SN, Head. Quarter, Marriflown, Jan. 12, 1777 


I AM bonored with yours of the fixth, inclofing ſeveral 
reſolves of Congreſs reſpecting an exchange to be propoſed be- 
teen general Lee and the Heſſian field-officers taken at Tren- 
ton. Colonel Ralle died the day after the action; and we left 
one of the majors ſo. ill of his wounds, that I am in doubt of 
his recovery. I can however make an offer of all that remain, 
in exchange for general Lee, except one whom you order to 
be propoſed for colonel Allen. If the offer is rejected by ge- 
neral Howe, I ſhall think myſelf then at liberty to rempn- 
ſtrate to bim on his treatment of general Lee. If he will not 
exchange him, he ſhonld at leaſt admit him to his parole, as 
_ have ever done their priſoners who have fallen into our. 
nds, | ES JJ 
I underſtand from undoubted authority that they intend to 
LE try 
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try the general by a court-martial, as a deſerter from their ſer- 
vice, pretending that his reſignation was never accepted of, 
But I ſhall inform general Howe, that, if any, ſuch ſtep is taken 
under ſo ſhallow and illegal a pretext, and their ſentenee ſhould 
extend either to affect his life or liberty, they may depend up- 
on the moſt ſevere and adequate retaliation upon our part. 
The enemy have made no move ſince my laſt. By every ac- | 
count, they begin to be diſtreſſed particularly for ſorage, of 
which there is little or none remaining in the ſmall circle they 
poſſeſs, except ſalt hay. 3 5 1 
By letters from general Heath, of the ninth, he was begin- 
ning to move down towards Kingſbridge with the troops from 


New- England. This muft add to the diſtreſs of the enemy, 


who will, by this meaſure, be deprived of the ſubſiſtence they 
formerly drew from Weſt-Cheſter and the counties to the norths 


| ward of Vork-Iſland. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 55 G. W. 


1 a 4% LY - 3, 
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© Sn, Head- Quarter, Morriflowh, Jan. 14, 1777. 
I Embrace this opportunity, by Mr. Hopkins, of inform- 
ing you that the enemy remain upon tbeir old ground at Am- 
boy and Brunſwic. Our accounts ſtill confirm their want 9 
forage, which I hope will increaſe.— If their horſes are reduc- 
ed this winter, it will be impoſſible for them to take the field 
in the ſpring. | 4 a | 5 

General Warner, with two regiments from Maſſachuſetts, is 
arrived here: general Heath, with the remainder of the troops 
from that fate, has by this time began to move down towards 
Kingſbridge. TNT | 5 99 

I this day intend to ſend in a flag with letters to lord and 
general Howe upon the ſubject of general Lee's exchange, 
and remonſtrating againſt the ſevere treatment of our priſoners. 
I incloſe you copies of both, for your inſpection and approba- 
tion.--T have the honor to be, &c: . 


* 


| Sr, Head. Quartert, Morriſtown, Jan. 17, 1777. 


I HAVE not had the honor of any of your favors ſince I 
wrote to vou on the fourteenth inftant.—No material altera- 
tions have happened in this quarter, —The enemy, from every 
account, mean to make Brunſwic taeir advanced poſt for this 

. : B Ep no , winter, 


* 
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winter, 4 2 are endeavoring to draw in all the forage they 

can get; in the courſe of which, they have daily ſkirmiſhes - 
with our advanced parties: but I think, do what they will, 
they muſt, be diſtreſſed greatly before the winter is over. 

By a late refolve of Congreſs, the towns of Carlifle in Penn- 

ſylvania, and Brookfield in Maſſachuſetts, are fixed upon for 
the proper places to erect elaboratories, and lay up magazines 
of military ſtores. Upon communicating this refolve to gene- 
ral Knox who will have the principal direction of theſe mat 
ters, he was of opinion that Hartford in Connecticut would be 
on many accounts more convenient for that purpofe than Brook- 
field, particularly in reſpect to buildings, which are already e- 
rected, and, though not ſuch as are immediately fit for the uſes 
they are intended, may be eafily converted to them.— Genera! 
Knox, and others whom I have conſulted upon the occafion, 
alſo think that Yorktown will be full as fafe, and more conve- 
nient than Carliſſe.—If theſe two alterations ſhonld; upon a re- 
conſideration, appear to you in the ſame light, and no ſteps 
ſhould have been taken towards carrying matters into execu- - 
tion, I ſhould be glad that you would, by a new reſolve, per- 
mit me to direct the works to be carried on at the places laſt - 


mentioned. | | 
Since 1 began this letter, your favor of the tenth was deli- 
vered to me, incloſing ſundry reſolves of Congreſs to which I 
Mall pay due attention, and thall inform ** and * * ® of 
their diſmiffion from the ſervice of the ſtates. WAS T4 


I have the honor to be, &c. „ 
SIR, Head-Duarters, Morriſtown, Jan. 19, 1777. 


IHE fluctuating ſtate of an army compoſed chiefly of mi- 
litia, bids fair to reduce us to the ſituation in which we were 

ſome little time ago,—that is, of fearce having any army at all, 
Except reinforcements ſpeedily arrive, One of the battalions | 
from the city of Philadelphia goes home to-day, and the other 4 
two only remain a few days longer upon courteſy. The time 
for which a country brigade under general Mifflin came out is 
expired, and they ſtay from day to day by dint of ſolicitation, 
their numbers much reduced by deſertions. We have about 
eight hundred of the eaftern continental troops remaining of 
twelve or fourteen hundred who at firſt agreed to ſtay, — part 
engaged to the laſt of this month, and part to the middle of 
next, The five Virginia regiments are reduced to a ga” 

| _ N 
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of men, as are eolcnet Hand's, Smallwood's and the German | 


battalion.— A few days ago general Warner arrived with about _ 
ſeven hundred Maſſachuſetts militia engaged to the fifteenth 
of March. 


Thus you have a Kkketch of our preſent army, with Alen we 


are obliged to keep up appearances before an enemy already 
double to us in numbers, and who, from every account are 
withdrawing their troops from Rhode-Ifland, to form aguncti- 
on of their whole army, and make: another attempt either to 
break up ours, or penetrate towards Philadelphia, —a thing by 
no means difficult now, as the ice affords an eafy paſſage over 
the Delaware. 


I do not yet know what effe& general Heath's moving down: 
towards New-York will have.—Yeſterday morning a conſider- | 
able firing was heard, which ſeemed to be about Kingſbridge. . 


am in hopes that bis appearance on that quarter with a pretty | 
large force will oblige them to withdraw part of theirs fro 

Jerſey, to ſecure the city of New-York, which, by late accounts, 
is weakly garriſoned.— General Heath has all the eaſtexn and. 
York militia with him, except the ſmall brigade under general. 
Warner which I mentioned before, one regiment of Connecti- 


cut, ſtopped at Providence in Rhode-Iſland, and a number 


(how many I do not know) requeſted by general. Schuyler to be 


lent to Tyconderoga.— If it ſhould appear that they are regardleſ 8 
of the diverſion made by general Heath, and preſiſt in their plan 


of drawing their whole army together in Jerſey, I muſt order, 
him over with all his troops, except as many as are nece ary 
to garriſon the forts and guard the paſſes in the Highlands. * 

I have ordered away every officer that could be ſpared,—- 
ſome to recruit, and ſome to collect the ſcattered men of the 
different regimeuts, who are diſperſed almoſt over the continent: 
for, the vaſt numbers ſent to the dire at different fiene 
few ever returned after they got well. 

As militia muſt be our dependence till we can get the new 


| army raiſed and properly arranged, I mult entreat you to con- 


tinue your endeavours with the ſtate of Pennſylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, to turn out every man they poſſibly can, and ps 


ſome longer time than they have generally ſtipulated, tor... AK 


they agree for a month or any limitted time, it ſhould com- 
mence from the time they actually join the army, and not from 
the time they leave their homes: otherwiſe the marching back. 
wards and forwards conſumes the term of engagement. 

I think theſe demands of aid ſhould be made as quietly as 


| the nature of the cafe will admit of, eſpecially at this: time 


when 


Iz 
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chen wre are deceiving our enemies with falſe opinions of our 
numbers? for, to boaſt of our ſuperiority in that reſpe ct on one 
hand, and to 'call publicly” on the people for affiſtance' on the 

other, is an impropriety too glaring :—indeed it has. been al- 
2 ready noticed | in ſome publications 1 that | have ow mw New- 


4 1 wet 


1 bare the honor to be, ny.” | | | 17 G. W. 
5 61g, | EATS, Morr Hawn, Jan 20,1777. 


I AM favored with yours of the fifteenth inſtant, with the 
ſundry reſolves incloſed in it. If that reſpecting the continen- 
tal currency is carried ſtrictly into execution, it cannot fall of 
fully re-eſtabliſhing its credit. | 
J have no objection to the three gentlemen whe) are recom- 
mended for field-officers in the new Hampſhire regiment : they | 
ſeem fully entitled to it, as they have raiſed the regiment. I 
Will furniſh them with commiſſions from the date of their ap- 
- pvintment, when applied ta for that purpoſe. | 
There is ſomething particular in the application of anime. 
Dubois and his officers for the ſum of five hundred and thirteen 
duollars and two-thirds. They have been commiſſioned provid - 
| ed they ſhould raife the men; but, from their own pay-abſtract, 
| dt appears that fourteen officers only brought twenty-five men 
into the field, As they certainly did not comply with their 
agreement, E would, after ſtating the matter as it really was, 
ſubmit it to Congrels who have the diaſpolal ot the publio 
money. 

I have peruſed the petition of monſi eur Fancuib and other 
French | {gentlemen, If they could raiſe ſuch a regiment as 
_ they propoſe, it would certainly be uſeful : but I have no con- 
ception that there are Canadians enough to be found even for 
a regiment of the common number, much lefs of two thouſand 
three hundred and forty-ſeven, which is the number propoſed. 
1 know, neither colonel Livingiton nor colonel Hazen could 
ever complete their Canadian regiments when they had the 
country open to them. As I would give encouragement to 
foreigners of real merit, I would put the thing upon this 
footing ;—if monfieur Faneuil can procure a ſufficient number of 
officers to fill a regiment of the common ſize, and they can give 
any aflurances of being able to raiſe the men I would} grant 

om commiſſions. 

77 15 would beg leave to remark here, that, except.we can dns 
| Fl the 
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end ſoreigners who have been 0 e | 
sto a corps together, they will be entirely uſeleſs, as they; an 
neither converſe with ern nor men in aan er kind po regi- 
ment. n G 2 
I am ſo well l an you would ak n 3 
Potts to ſucceed doctor Stringer in the northern department 
except you had ſufficient proof of his abilities in the medical 
line that I readily concur with you in the appointment. 
I have received a piece of intormation which I am afraid is 
ine that is, that the Britiſh cruiſers have taken a 
French veſſel with a large parcel of cannon and mortars on 
board. I know ſuch a one was expected, and eee more 
readuly credit the account. 


I am, fir, with 0 and eſteem, ce. 5 0. w. 
5 \ | F . 
NR 1-2-4 a | = E | 
ps | Heal Quarters,  Morr Hown, pn, Fs ay why. 


MY laſt. to you was on the twentieth inſtant. . Since that, 
I have the pleaſure to inform ypu that general Dickinſon, with 
about four hundred militia, his defeated a foraging party of 
the enemy of an equal number, and has taken forty waggons, 


and upwards of a hundred horſes, moſt of them of the Engliſh 


draft breed, and a number of ſheep and cattle which they had 
collected. Tbe enemy retreated with ſo much precipitation, 


that general Dickinſon had only an opportunity of making nine 


priſoners. They were obſerved to carry off a good many dead 


and wounded in light waggons.— This action happened near 


Somerſet court-houſe on Millſtone river. General Dickinſen's 
behavior reflects the higheſt. honor upon him: for, though his 
troops were all raw, he led them through the river middle. 
deep, and gave the enemy ſo ſevere a charge, that, although 
ſupported by three field- pieces, they gave way, and left their 
conyayyc 

I have not * from . Heath, 10 che ee near 
Kinga laſt ſaturday; which I cannot account for, unleſs 
the North-river ſhould have been rendered impaſſible by the 


ice. But the account of his having ſurpriſed: and taken Fort- 


Independence on friday night laſt comes ſo well authenticated 
by different ways, that I cannot doubt it. It is ſaid that he 
took four hundred priſoners in that fort, and that be inveſted 
Fort- Washington on ſaturday, which occaſioned the firing. 
This is brought out by three of our officers who vnade their eſ- 
ape from New-York on ſunday, and is confirmed by adpy who 

went 
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to GENERAL WASHINGTON" 
| went into Amboy, who ſays an expreſs had arrived at Amboy 


from New- Vork, with an account of the loſs of Fort- lnde - 
pendence, and calling for a reinforcement to protect the city :. 
in conſequence of which, a number of troops had gone over,—/ 
I have ſent in ſpies to Brunſwic and Amboy to know the truth 
of this: and if it appears that they have weakened themſelves.” 
to reinforce” New-York, I ſhall probably make ſome attempt 
upon them, if we have men enough left to do it. e 

I ſhall be glad to know what ſtock of ſmall- arms you at pre- 
ſent have, and what are your expectations ſhortly. The neceſ- 
fity that we have been and are now under, of calling in and 
arming the militia, ſcatters our armory all over the world in a 
manner: their officers are ſo irregular that they generally ſuf- 
fet their men to carry home every thing that is put into their 
hands, which is forever luſt to the public. The new-raiſed 
regiments will call for a great number of arms; and 1 do not 
at preſent ſee how they are to be ſupplied... 

I would again beg leave to recall the attention of Congreſs 
to the appointment of general officers. 1 will not ſuppoſe the 
nomination of them is poſtponed upon a ſaving principle, be- 
eauſe the advantage in having proper officers to examine the 
pay-rolls' of their ſeveral regiments, and compare them with 
the returns of their brigades, — to ſee that the regiments are 
provided with what is proper, and that no more than a ſuffici- 
ency is allowed,—to keep officers to their duty, and not, while 
the ſpirited officer is encountering all the fatigues and hardſhips + 
of a rigorous campaign, ſuffer a number of others, under vari- 


ous frivolous pretences and imaginary ficknefles, to enjoy them- 


ſelves at the public expenſe at their own fireſides: I ſay, if 
the appointments are withheld upon parſimonious principles, 
the Congreſs are rniſtaken: for I am convinced, that, by the 
correction of many abuſes which it is impoſſible for me to at- 
tend to, the public will be benefited in a great degree in the 
article of expenſe, —But this is not all.— We have a very lit- 
tle time to do a very great work in. The arranging, providing 
for, and diſciplining a hundred and odd battalions 1s not to be 
accomplithed in a. day; nor is it to be done at all with any de- 
gree'of propriety, when we have once entered upon the active 
part of a campai.gn. Theſe duties muſt be branched out, or 
they will be ne glected, and the public injured. Beſides, were 
the brigadiers appointed, they might be facilitating the recruit- 
ing ſer vice; they would have time to get a little acquainted * 
with their birigades, the wants of them, and eaſe me of the 
great weight and burden which I at preſent feel, _ 
E73 n 
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On whom the choice will or ought to light, T-cantiot under- 


take to ſay. In a former letter I took the liberty of ſubmit- 


ting to the conſideration of Congreſs the propriety of appoint- 


ing, out of each ſtate, brigadiers to command the troops of that 
ſtate, —thinking, as a diſtinction is now fixed, a ſpirit of emula- 


FR 


tion might ariſe by this means. At any rate 1 fall take the 
liberty of recommending general Cadwallader as one of the 


firſt for the new appointments. I have found him a man of a- 
bility, a good diſciplinarian, firm in his principles, and of intre- 


pid bravery. I ſhall alſo beg leave to recommend colonel. 


Reed to the command of the horſe, as a perſon, in my opinion, 
every way qualified: for he is extremely active and enterprif- 


ing: many fignal proofs of which he has given this campaign. 


For the reſt, the members of Congreſs can judge better than I 


can: I can only ſay, that, as the army will probably be-divided 
in the courſe of the next campaign, there ought, in my opint- - 


on, to he three lieutenant-generals, nine major-generals,-and- 


twenty-ſeven brigadiers :—in other words, there ought, at leaſt 


to be a brigadier to every four regiments, and a major-general | ' 
to every three brigades. —The lieutenant-generals will, I pre- 


ſume, be appointed out of the oldeſt major-generals, and the 


major-generals from the oldeft brigadiers. Nine brigadiers will 


then be to nominate. / 1 


1 forgot before this to inform Congreſs, that, including the 
regiment of light dragoons from Virginia, and colonel Sheldon's 
to be raiſed in Connecticut, I have only commiſſioned officers 
for four regiments. I was willing to try how theſe could be e- 
quipped before I put more officers into commiſſion. It is ap- 
prehended we ſhall find difficulty in providing neceſſaries or e- 
ven harſes for theſe four regiments :. if we ſhould not, I ſhall. 


immé diately ſet about the refidue. Colonel Baylor, colonel 
Moylan (who, as voluateer has remained conftantly with the ar- 
my ſince his diſcontinuance in the quarter-maſter's department, 
and colonel Sheldon, command the three new regiments of light 
TEST" | 235 


Ihe treaſury has been for ſome time empty, and the army 


has labored under the greateſt inconvenience for the want of 


money. The recruiting ſervice is particularly injured by this, 
as many officers are now waiting only for bounty- money. Lhave: 


alſo complaints from the eaſtward of the want of money to ear- 


ry on their recruiting ſervice, —If we are not ſupplied with that 


neceſſary article, all matters muſt be at a ſtand, I muſt there- 
fore, beg that, if Mr. Palfrey has not been already ſupphed 
with a large ſum, it may be done with the utmoſt expedition, 
5 | and 


* — * = * 3 6 , 
e 


vincial ſervice of Maſſachuſetts. He is an excellent officer, and 


BY 


x4 | GENERAL WASHINGTON» 


ſending on ſmaller par gels. | ee APW 0 
I bave the honor to be, cc. . 
P. S. 1 did not recolle& major-general Lincoln in the pro- 


and that you will endeavor to keep up che ſupply by conſtaut ly 


worthy of your notice in the continental line. 


sm, Head Quarter, Morriſtown, Yan. 26, 1979, 
I WAS laſt night honored with yours of the eighteenth 


' inſtant, inclofing a letter from the ſtate of New-York to Con- 


greſs. From the particular fituation of their Rate in regard to 


their being totally deprived of commerce, they certainly mutt 
ſand in need of the aſſiſtance of the other ſtates to provide 
them with clothing and every thing neceffary for the equipment 
of their forces; and it ever was my intention.to allow them a 
fall proportion of the clothing purchaſed to. the eaſtward, 
wheneverit came to hand. Little or none of it has reached 
this army, though in the greateſt want, and expoſed to the ſe- 
verities of a winter campaign. | 


The convention have in one inſtance already provided for 


themſelves out of the public ſtock by ſtopping and making uſe 
of twenty-ſix bales of clothing coming on from the eaſtward to 
the army here. As this was done without conſulting me, I 
took the liberty of deſiring them not to do the like in future; 
not that I meant to deprive them of their ſhare, but becauſe it 


' diſappotnted me of many articles which I ſtood in immediate 


want of, and had not provided from other quarters. But you 


may be aſſured, that, whenever returns are to be made of the 


whole ſtock of clothing, they ſhall have their proportion, and 
more than that —allowance for their peculiar ſituation. 

I am amazed to hear complaints of the hoſpital, on the eaſt 
fide of Hudſon's-river. Doctor Morgan, with moſt of his mates 
has been conftantly there ſince J left it with the main body of 
the army. It is in vain however to look back upon paſt misfor- 
tunes. I will not pretend to point out the cauſes; but I know 
matters have been ſtrangely conducted in the medical line. I 
hope your new appointment, when it is made, will make the 
neceſſary reform in the hoſpital, and that I ſhall not, the next 


campaign, have my ears, and eyes too, ſhocked with the com- 


plaints and looks of poor cryatures periſhing for want of proper 
care either in the regimental or hoſpital ſurgeons. — *_ 
I agree with the convention in the expediency of obſtructing 

| | ' | the 
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| the paſſage of the North. tiver in ſome place between the mouth 
and the Highlands, We have found that our labor and ex nſe 
nas been thrown away in endeavoring to do it Below, where the 
channel is amazingly wide and deep: but, from the ſſight wiew 
I have had of the river above, I think the paſſage may be eaſi- 
ly obſtructed, and defended by proper fortifications, as the ri- 
ver is ſo narrow that no veſſel going up could poſſibly eſcape 
the fire. I am no judge of what can be done towards fitting 
out the frigates at Poughkeepſie ;—that muſt be left to the 
gentlemen of the marine conimittee, © © 
The hint-given by the convention of New-York, of the ne- 
ceſſity and utility of a commiſſary of forage, had ſtruck me be- 
fore, and had been mentioned by general Mifflin, whoſe depart - 
ment of quarter-maſter-general muſt be eaſed of part the 
load which is at preſent thrown upon it. He is obliged m 
ny inſtances to act entirely out of his proper line; and anſtead 
of being confined to the duty of quarter-maſter-gengag®, is alſo 
 waggon-maſter, and forage-maſter-general.—I have wrote to 
two perſons that I think qualified to fill the office of waggon- 
maſter; and I hope one of them will accept. That of commil- 


7 f 
ſary of forage ſhall be attended to. e 
The want of accurate maps of the country which has hither- 
to been the ſcene of war has been of great diſad vantage to me. 
I have in bain endeavored to procure” them, and have been o- 
bliged to make ſhift with ſuch ſketches as I could trace out 
from my own obſervation and that of gentlemen around me. I 
really think, if gentlemen of known character and probity could 
. be employed in making maps (from actual ſurvey) of the roads, 
the rivers, and bridges and fords over them, — the mountains, 
and paſſes through them, —it would be of the greateſt advan 
tage... 3.6 FFF ee 
5 had, previous to the receipt of your letter, wrote to gene- 
ral Howe, and propoſed the fixing an agent fot. pri ſohers at 
New-York. I have not received aq anſwer: but If he zecedes 


# 4 


to the propoſal, F ſhall appoint Mr. Lewis Pintard, © + 
I am forry that I am obliged to contradict the repprt of the 
taking of Fort-Independence as mentioned in my laſt.” I be- 
lieve the evacuation of ſome detached redoubts gave riſe to 
the report. —I have not heard from general Heath ſinee the 
fourteenth inſtant, which I am amazed at. I am quite in t 
dark as to his numbers, and what progreſs he has made. 
Oa the twenty-thitd, a party of four hundred of our men, 
under colonel * , fell in with two of the regiments of the 
I Enemy, convoying a numher of waggons from Brunſwie to Am- 


* 
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hay... Our advanced party under e Parkes 83 hep 


with, great bravery upwards of twenty minutes, during wh 

ume the colonel commandant was killed, and the fecond in com- 
mand. mortally wounded. The people living near the field of 
action ſay their. killed and wounded were conſiderable. We 


loſt only two men, who were made priſoners, Had colonel 
come up with the main body, colonel Parker and the 
þ ther officers. think we ſhould have put them to the rout, as their 


confuſion was very great and their ground diſadvaſſiageous. . 2946 


| have ordered under arreſt, and ſhall bring bim to trial 


to anſwer for ſo extraordinary a piece of conduct. 
Keinforcements come up fo extremely flow, that T am aft ald 
zall be left without any men before they arrive. The ene- 
xy muſt be ignorant of our numbers, or they have not horſes 
to remove their artillery, or they would not fuffer us to remain 
undiſturbed. I have repeatedly wrote to all the recruiting of- 
ſicers, to forward on their men as faſt as they could arm and 
clothe them: but they are ſo extremely averſe to turning out 


of comfortable quarters, that I cannot get a man to come near 
me, though I hear from all parts that the recruiting ſervice goes 
on with great ſucceſs. It would be well if the board of war, 

an. whole . department it is, would flue orders for all officers 
to equip and forward their recruits to e with th 


greateil e f 
By a reſolve of Congreſs paſſed ſome time ago, general 


| Schuyler i is directed to apply to me for ninety-four tons 
Powder, —a quantity 2 85 it is impoſſible I ſhvuld have F 


me, and for which I do not know where to direct him to apply. 


1. could with. that returns were made to me of the quantity of 


powder on hand, and where it is to be found, that 1 Mey not be 
at a loſs at any time of emergency. . 

Since the reſignation of colonel Reed, the i important office of 
adjutant- gene ral has been left unfilled ( mean as to a princi- 
pal), and I am much at a loſs how or where. to find a perſon 


ia every way capable and proper to execute the oſtice. y 


inclinations lead me to confer the appointment upon a major 
Morxis: but ample teſtimonials ſhould be produced, and full 
proof of fidelity ought to be made, before an office of ſo bigh 


urult ſhould be conferred upou a perſon in a manner A ſtranger 


10 me. I only know major. Morris from a ſhort. perſonal ac-, 
guaintance, and from report: he never even brought a letter of 
16commendation to me. From bis converſation and from the 
accounts I have received from others, he is a man of conſidera- 
ble military abilities; and, from his behavior in two inſtan- 

ces, 


* 
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ces,. he is a man of bravery and conduct. His ſtory is ſimply 
this,--that he left the Britiſh ſervice in diſguſt, upon not receiv- 
ing a promotion to which he was juſtly entitled. Perhaps ſome 
gentlemen of Congreſs may know more about him, or may be 
able to make ſuch inquiries as might ſatisfy them as tothe fafe. 
ty arid propriety of appointing him. I have no other motive 


for wiſhing him a preference than that T think-him the proper: 


eſt perſon that has come under my notice, provided all mat 
ters before mentioned were cleared up.— I ſhall wait the re- 
ſult of a determination of Congreſs before I proceed further in 
this appointment: and I wiſh. to be favored with their advice 
as ſpeedily as poſſible ; for the remains of the old army is muck 
diſarranged for want of a good adjutant-general, and the forma- 
tion of the new in a great meaſure depends upon an able officer 
in that line. | | | | "* 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


: 4 - V. 


Sm, _  FHead-Yuarters, Morriftown, Jan, 31, 1777. 


I HAVE none of your favors un- anſwered at preſent. 


There is ſuch a demand upon me from all quarters for money, 


which I am unable to anſwer, that I cannot help again arp 


you to ſend on a ſupply. The recruiting ſervice is almoſt at 


ſtop here for want of money; and governor" Tfumbull writes 
me word that it is totally ſo in Connecticut. He adds that 
their loan officers cannot proceed in their buſineſs for want of 
proper check-books and notes: but that, if they were farniſhea 
with them; they could ſoon take in a ſufficient quantity to aff. 
I ſhall be glad to be informed whether I have à right'tb 
draw warrants upon the loan-officers in the different ſtates. 


7 


The ſtates of Connecticut advanced colonel Sheldon, at my re- 


queſt, ten thouſand pounds lawful, to raiſe his regiment of 
horſe. For their reimburſement they defired-me to give them 
a draught upon the loan-office : but, not knowing whether 1 
had a right to draw upon that fund, I deferred it till I heard 


from you. | 


J muſt beg you to write to the aſſemblies of the different ; 


ſtates, and inſiſt upon the paſſing a law to infli& a ſevere and 


heavy penalty upon thoſe who harbor deſerters, knowing them 
to be ſuch. Our army is ſhamefully reduced by deſertion; and, 
except the people in the country can be forced to give informa- 
tion when deſerters return to their old neighborhoods,” we 
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mall be obliged to detach one half of the army to bring back 
the other. i 8 24 „ tos 15 43 
have a letter from general Heath, of the twenty fourth in- 
ſtant. He was at and near Kingſbridge with his army. I do 
not find thgt he is likely. to do more than to draw the attention 
of the enemy that way, and to cut them off from forage, of 
which they are in great want..—The troops had not returned 
from Rhode-Iſland, by the laſt accounts, but were daily ex- 
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Sm,  '  Head-Quarters Morriſtown, Feb. 5, 1777. 
8 N AM honored with yours of the twenty-fourth of Janua- 
„with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, and a petition of monſicur 
Pellifier's incloſed. I am not the proper [per/on] to refer the 
petition to, as I am no judge of his merit as an engineer, having 
never had an opportunity of ſeeing any of his performances. At 
any rate I do not ſee the neceflity of appointing him or any other 
perſon principal engineer at Ticonderoga: for that would ex- 
clude. any, other, though of ſuperior abilities, from being ſent 
there. Beſides, as a corps of engineers will in all probability 
he ſoon eſtabliſhed, monſieur Pellifier's rank can then be ſettled 
—A / » 
I forgot to mention in any of my former letters that I had 
appointed captain Nathaniel Gueſt of Virginia to the command 
of a regiment tg. be raiſed upon the frontiers of Virginia and 
Carolina; and I have directed him, if poſſible, to bring a com- 
pany or two of Cherokee Indians. If they can be procured, 
they will anſwer two valuable purpoſes, —one, as excellent 
ſcouts, the other that they will be in fact hoſtages, and will ſe- 


— 


” 
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cure the good behavior of their nation. 


— . 4 1 


Major Bland, commandant of the Virginia horſe, has deſired 
to know whether there is not a neceſſity of giving a bounty and 
rerenliſting his regiment as continental troops. they were en- 
liſted to ſerve in the colony; and the men were with ſome dif- 
_ ficulty prevailed upon to march hither : byt the major thinks 
they would be entirely reconciled upon receiving the bounty. 

I received a letter from Mr. Chaſe, defiring 1 would appoint 
proper _ perſans to make inquiry into and take diſpoſitions con- 
cerning the behavior of the Britiſh and foreign troops in Jer- 
ſey. This would be an endleſs taſk, as their line of march is 


marked 


£ 
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ty that it demands no further proof. 
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marked with devaſtation, and is a thing of ſuch public oo . 


I remonſtrated with general Howe upon the treatment f gle 

wounded at Princeton. You. will Tee by the” inctoſet* 4 
from him, that he diſavows and deteſts the procceding: bur 1 
fear that too much, encoura; gement 1s given to fack' batbaror's. 
bebavior by the Britiſh "officers ; for, in a late ſkirmiſh, in 
which fir William Erikine l lieutenarit Kelly of the 
fifth Virginia regiment was flightly wounded 3 in the thigh ; but, 


before he could get off the field, he was overtaken and murder 
ed in a moſt cruel manner, Genel Stephen informed me that 


He would write to fir William, and inform him, that, unlefs fuch 
practices were put a ſtop to, our ſoldiers would not be rettinig⸗ 


ed from making retaliatlon 
. By a letter from general Heath, of che thirtieth of laſt ain, 


I find that he had decamped from the neighborhood: of Kingf- 
bridge, and removed back towards the White-Plains: His rea- 
ſons for doing ſo were that the troops could not ſtänd the in- 


clemency of the weather, and that ke feared tlie troops exper- 
ed from Rhode- Ifland would land upon his back. PF rave 


however directed him to leave a body of light troops under an 
active officer, 1 ia order to harrafs their foraging” parties, and to 


. our own who are to remove 43 Kath of the forage from 


eſt-Cheſter county as they can: and, after leaving as many 
men as will ſecure the paſſes 1 in the Highlands, the remaincker 


are to be ſent over here to join me; for Iam apprehenfive' that 


the enemy are reinforcing themſelves at Brunſwic. 
I ſhall to-morrow ſend out parties from every quarter, to re- 


move all the waggons, horſes, cattle and theep,, or as many as 


poſſible, from the neighborhood of the enemy's lines. *'They 
are to attend particularly to the horſes : for if we can reduce 


thoſe that they at preſent have, and can hinder them from get- 
ting freſh ones from the adjacent country it will be impoſſible 


for them to move their artillery and waggons forward; ſhould 


they incline to make another puſh towards Philadelphia. t 


I obſerve by your laſt reſolves that the militia of Baltimore, 


Hartford: and Cecil counties in Maryland, are ordered out 
and to march this way. Let me entreat you to ſuffer none to 
go forward to Philadelphia but what are equipped with arms, 
accoutrements and blankets: they hurt the ſervice mucli by 
taking thoſe things only for a ſhort time from the continental 


1 many of whom would otherwiſe be enabled to take the 

eld. 5 
* ſecretary of the board be war has traufuittedd me ex- 
tracts 
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tracts of general Schuyler's letters in which he calls preſſingly 
for ſome general officers to be ſent to his aſſiſtance. This will 
ſhew you the neceſſity of immediately making the promotions 
recommended in mine of the twenty-ſecond of January: for at 
preſent I cannot ſpare a general officer from this quarter with- 
out injuring the ſervice. a7 aero 5 
Nothing of conſequence has happened ſince I wrote to you 
laſt, except a ſkirmiſh on the firſt of this month, five or fix 
miles from Brunſwic-landing, between our advanced parties 
(about ſeven hundred in the whole) and upwards of two thou- 
ſand of the enemy, under fir William Erſkine. The heat of 
the engagement was [borne hy] colonel Scott of the firſt Vir- 
ginia regiment, who, with about a hundred men, beat back two 
hundred of the Britiſh grenadiers. Several other officers be- 
haved with great ſpirit ; but there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect that 
colonel * , who commanded our main body, did not behave 
altogether as he ought. I have ordered a court upon him, 
that the matter may be fairly canvaſſed, and that he may ſtand 
condemned or acquitted by the evidence of thoſe who were 
. preſent. | 1 V | 
1 Colonel * *.*, who was under arreſt upon a charge of cow-_ 
. ardice, broke his parole and went over to Bucks-county, I ſup- 
- poſe with an intent} to make his eſcape : but I diſpatched a 
troop of light-horſe after him, who brought him back yeſter- 
day: and he is to take his trial on friday. | 5 
be ſmall-pox has made ſuch head in every quarter, that I 
find it impoſſible tg keep it from ſpreading through the whole 
army in the natural way. I have therefore determined, not 
£only to inoculate all the troops now here that have not had it, 
but ſhall order Dr. Shippen to inoculate the recruits as faſt as 
they come in to Philadelphia. They will loſe no time, becauſe 
they will go through the diſorder while their clothing, arms 
and accoutrements are petting ready. | i * 
From the firſt inſtitution of civil government, it has been the 
national policy of every precedent ſtate to endeavor to engage 
its members to the diſcharge of their public duty by the obli- 
ation of ſome oath”: its force and happy influence has been felt 
in too many inſtances, to need any arguments to ſupport the 
olicy or prove its utility. I have often thought the ſtates 
Fee been too negligent in this particular, and am more fully 
convinced of it from the effect general Howe's excurtion has 
produced in New-ſerſey.—An oath is the only ſubſtitute that 
can be adopted to ſupply the defect of principle.—By our in- 
attention in this article, we loſe a conſiderable cement to our 
| OWn 
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own force, and give the enemy an opportunity to make the firſt 


tender to the oath of allegiance to the king. Its bane ful in- 
fluence is but too ſeverely felt at this time. The people gene- 
rally confeſs that they were compelled to take protection, and 
ſubſcribe the Declaration: yet it furniſhes many with argw- 
ments to refuſe taking any active part: and further they alledge 
themſelves bound to a neutrality at leaſt. Many conſcientious 
people who were well-wiſhers to the cauſe, had they been 
bound to the lates by an oath, would have ſuffered any puniſh- 
ment rather than have taken the oath of allegiance to the king; 
and are now loſt to our intereſt for want of this neceſſary tie.— 
Notwithſtanding the obligation of the Afocration, they do not 
conceive it to 715 the ſame effect as an oath.— [he more u- 
nited the inhabitants appear, the greater difficulty general 
Howe will have in reconciling them to regal government, and 
conſequently the leſs hope of conquering them. For theſe rea- 


ſons and many more that might be urged, I ſhould ſtrongly re- 


commend every tate to fix upon ſome oath or affirmation of 
allegiance to he tendered to all the inhabitants without excep- 
tion, and to outlaw thoſe that refuſe it. As 


1 have the honor to be, &c, „ 
"Ty 5 K ang > ot 5 A — AIP 5 l 19 5. 
| "7 . Taba . a | 1 " J T. 3 
Sm, Head-Quartere, Morriſtovun, Fab. , 177. 


I WAS yeſterday waited upon by two French gentlemen, 


monſieur Romand de Lille, and Robillard. The firſt produced 


a mano of artillery : but, by the incloſed letter from him to 
me, ms Rae ; > GEO 
—that of commandant of the continental artillery.— Whether 
any ſuch promiſe was made, I leave you to determine 
Robillard claims a captaincy of artillery : but, upon what he 


3 ; #113 ini a 
grounds his pretentions, 1 do not know. I never ſaw him but 


once before ; and that was upon his way from Boſton to Phila- 
delphia. JFC 
Vou cannot conceive what a weight theſe kind of people 


are upon the ſervice, and upon me in particular. Few of them 
have any knowledge of the branches which they profeſs to un- 


derſtand ; and thoſe that have, are entirely uſeleſs as officers, 


ed to them, that they are to make themſelves maſters of the 
| Engliſh 


e claims much higher rank under the promiſe of Congreſs, 


a commiſſion ſigned by you in November laft, appointing him : 


. 
„* 44 


from their ignorance of the Engliſh language.--I will it were 
poſſible to make them underſtand, when commiſſions are grant- 


"beds" 


7 e 
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Engliſh "ONE in ſome degree before they can be attached 
"to any particular corps. | 
1 am, 125 with Thy oops reſpect, Ke. FEB ks GW. 
. —— * 
„„ N 8 8 Feb. 14, 1777 


SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the fifth in- 
ſtant, no event of an important and intereſting nature has oc- 
curred, unleſs the ſucceſſes of our parties in foraging and bring- 
ing off horſes, waggons, and ſome fat cattle and ſheep, which 
were contiguous to and around the enemy's lines, are confider- 
ed as ſuch. I then mentioned that I had ſuch a ſcheme in con- 
templation, which was happily accompliſhed the next day with- 
out any loſs. The enemy in turn have made frequent efforts 
in that way, but with little ſucceſs. Whenever they made the 

attempt, it never failed to produce a ſkirmiſh.” They have 
been common of late, but with little damage to either fide. 

We have certain intelligence that they have drawn the 
greateſt part of their troops from Rhode-Ifland, and are told 
that part of them have landed on Staten-Ifland and at Am- 
boy, with a view of augmenting their force at Brunſwic, 
hae 9-3: agreeable. to the information contained in 
my laſt, has been tried by a court-martial, and caſhiered. The 
proceedings and ſeatence I directed to be tranſmitted to the 
ſecretary of the war- office, and to the printers of this ſtate and 
Virginia, to be publiſhed. 

General Lincola is juſt arrived with A 10 of Maffachu⸗ 
ſetts militia, about two hundred and fifty. This, he ſays, is 
fucceeded by three more, which will make in the whole near 
' eighteen hundred: but in this I think he muſt be miſtaken, un- 
leis thoſe on the march are much fuller and larger than what 
they uſually are. The Whole are of the pp that were with 
general Heath. 

__ General Knox, by a letter of he FAR inſtant, Fo AE me, 
that, on mature inquiry and examination, he finds Springfield 
10 de more convenient and much better calculated for an ela- 
boratory and cannon-foundery, than any other part of the New- 

England ſtates. He adds tbat a quantity of copper, tin, and o- 

ther uſeful materials, can be had there; and that the neceſſary 
works and preparations, from theſe and other adyantages, can 
be accompliſhed at iealt three or four months ſooner there than 
any where elſe. In conſequence of his opinion, which I eſ- 


teem of weight, particularly in gliis inftance,—aad knowing the 
impor- 
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Importance of, and how eſſential theſe eſtabliſhments afe,.T | 
have veatured to order the works te be begun there, without 
regard to what had been done at Brookfield, which,was of but 
little-conſequence. The former, beſides. the many. advantages 
mentioned by general Knox, ſtands on ConneQticut-river, and 
has a good navigation: yet is entirely ſecure againſt any at- 
tempts of the enemy, being twenty miles above Hartford, 
where the river is narrow, and toò ſhoal ts admit veſſels that 
can give the leaſt annoyance.— As nothing but the gbod of the 
ſervice. could have led to this meaſure, I truſt it will be ap- 
proved. Nv p | | | 2 . N 
I have wrote to the aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts ſtate and the 
convention of New-Hamplhire, requeſting their good offices 
and exertions to promote the raiſing of their regiments as ex- 
peditiouſly as poſſible, and to forward the whole of the quotas 
firſt exacted from them, to Ticonderoga. Their contiguity to 
that poſt more than to any other, — the importance of it, and 
general Schuyler's apprehenſions that the enemy may attempt 
to pals the lake (if not on the ice) as ſoon as it is open, —add- 
ed to the great trouble, expenſe, and loſs of time it will ſave 
in marching them elſewhere, and others there, who are much 


more diſt ant and remote,—induced me to determine ſo. I find 


the council of the, former, on general Schuyler's earneſt appli- 
cation, before my letter reached them, had determined to ſend 
four regiments as ſoon as they could be completed: 1 only 
wiſh the whole may be made up in a ſhort time, and that their 
arrival may be early enough to prevent thoſe , inconveniences 
and fatal conſequences which the want of a ſufficient force in 
that quarter would ſubject us to, were the enemy to paſs the 
lakes at this time. | E | FEA . 
Mr. James Meaſe is now here in conſequence of being ap- 
pointed clothier-general. He is adjuſting à plan for anſwering 
the end of his appointment, and making an eſtimate, to be laid 
before Congreſs or their ſecret committee, of ſuch clothes as 
may be neceſſary to import for the army. 6: beet 

It is with much concern that the ütuation of our affairs o. 
bliges me to mentiqn ſo frequently the want of money, eſpeci- 


ally when I am perſuaded every means are uſed to furniſh its 


Our diſtreſs on this account is great indeed; and the injury the 
{ſervice receives, almoſt inconceivable :——not a day, an hour, or 
ſcarcely a minute paſſes, without complaints and applications 
on this head. The recruiting the regiments is moſt materially 
retarded by it. e Ny a | 
Ten o'clock, P. M,—TJuſt now a flag £ 
Vor. LL. 5 


5 ned, that went to 
Bfunſwic 
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| 8 to-day, who brought the incloſed letters from generat 
Lee, which I do myſelf the honor to tranſmit you, with a copy 


of one to mylelf, _ 
J have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


— 


Sir, Head-Quarters, Aorriſtoꝛun, Feb. 14, 1757. 


I DO myſelf the honor to incloſe you a plan drawn up by 
doctor Shippen in concert with doctor ri il for the arrange- 


ment and future regulation of the general hoſpital. As this 


plan is very extenſive, the appointments numerous, and the 
falaries affixed to them at preſent, large, I did not think myſelf 
at liberty to adopt any part of it before I laid it before Con- 
greſs for their approbation. I will juſt remark, that, though 
the expenſe attending an hoſpital upon the incloſed plan will 
be very great, it will in the end not only be ſaving to the pub- 
lic, but the only poſſible method of keeping an army a foot. 

We are now, at an enormous bounty, and with no ſmall diffi- 
eulty, recruiting an army of upwards of a hundred battalions. 
The enſuing. campaign may, from the ſame cauſes, prove as 
fickl; as the laſt: and if the hoſpitals are in no better condition 
for the reception of the ſick, our regiments will be reduced to 
companies by the end of the campaign ; and thoſe poor wretch- 
es who eſcape with life will be either ſcattered up-and down the 
country, and not to be found, or if found, totally enervated 
and unfit for further duty. By theſe means not only the boun- 
ty is loſt, but the man is loſt alſo: and I leave you to judge 
whether we have men enough to allow of ſuch a conſumption 
of lives and conſtitutions as have been loſt the laſt compaign. 


For my own part I am certain, that, if the army which I hope 


we ſhall have in the field this year is ſuffered to moulder away 
by ſickneſs. as it did the laſt, we muſt look for reiuforcements 
to ſome other places than our own ſtates. 

The number of officers mentioned in the incloſed plan I pre- 
ſume are neceſſary for us, becauſe they are found ſo in the Bri- 
tith hoſpitals : and, as they are eſtabliſhed on the ſureſt baſis, 


—that of long experience under the ableſt phyficians and ſur- 


geons,—we ſhould not heſitate a moment in adopting their re- 
e when they fo plainly tend to correct and improve our 
ormer want of method and knowledge in this important W ket 
ment. 
'The pay affixed to the different appointments is, as I ſaid be- 


fore, great, and perhaps more than you may think adequate to 
h the 
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the ſervice. In determining upon the ſum that is to be allow. 
ed to each, you ought to conſider that it ſhould be ſuch as will 
induce gentlemen_of character and-ſkill in their profeſſion to 
ſtep forth, and in ſome manner adequate to the practice which 
they have at home: for, unleſs ſuch gentlemen are induced to 
take the care and management of our hoſpitals, we had better 
truſt to the force of nature and conſtitution, than ſuffer perſons 
entirely ignorant of medicine to deſtroy us by ill- directed appli- 


_ cations. 


'T hear from every quarter that the dread of undergoing the 


ſame miſeries for want of proper care and'attention when fick, 


has much retarded the new enliftments, particularly to the ſouth- 
ward. This is another reaſon for eſtabliſhing our hoſpitals up- 
on a large and generous plan: for we ought to make the ſer- 
vice as agreeable and enticing as poſſible to the ſoldiery, many 
of whom (eſpecially when we call forth the militia) not only 
quit the comforts but the luxuries of life. | 

A few days ago doctor ** * ſent me the incloſed manuſcript, 
which is a vindication of his conduct, upon which he deſires a 
court of inquiry may be held. I tranſmit it to you by his di- 
rection. As I do not know what particular charges were al- 


 ledged againſt him, I can ſay nothing to it or about it. You 


will find a plan of his alſo incloſed, for the better regulation of 
the hoſpital : but I think all his hints are included in doctor 
Shippen's plan. 3 | ; 

As no time is to be loſt in appointing the neceſſary officers, 
fixing upon the proper places for hoſpitals, and many other 
preparations, I could wiſh that Congreſs would take this mat- 
ter under their immediate conſideration, and favor me with 
their ſentiments thereon as ſoon as poſſible. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 5 G. W. 


OIR, Head-Duarters, Morriftown, Feb. 20, | 1777. 


THE principal deſign of this is to inform you that we 
have ſtrong reaſons to believe that the enemy are on the point 


of making ſome puſh. What their object is, - whether to beat 


up our quarters and to extend their own, to make a large fo- 
rage and collection of provender of which they are in great 
want, or to turn their views towards the Delaware,—is a mat- 
ter of uncertainty ; but it ſeems probable that one of theſe 
things they have in contemplation, Such of their troops as 
have returned frem Rhode-Ifland have landed at Amboy, and, 

| with 
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with them ſeveral pieces of heavy artillery, General Howe zs 
come over too, -and, it -is ſaid lord Percy. Their number at 
Brunſwic and the landing-place, before the arrival of this laſt 
reinforcement, was eſtimated from ſeven to eight thouſand. 

I have ordered the utmoſt vigilance and attention to be ob- 
ſerved at our ſeveral poſts, ta guard againſt ſurpriſes, and every 
preparation to be made that the weak and feeble ſtate of our 
little army will admit af. At this time we are only about four 
thouſand ſtrong, —a force, you will ſuppoſe, unequal to a ſuc- 
ceſsful appoſition, if they were not militia, and far too ſmall for 
the exigencies of our affairs. It is impoſſible to obtain exact 
returns, though they are daily called for,—owing to the fre- 
quent and almoſt conitant departure of ſome of the corps. . 

Colonel Neilſon of Brunſwic, with a detachment of militia, 
on the morning of the eighteenth, ſurpriſed major Stackdon, 
whom he took with fifty-nine privates of general Skinner's, 
corps, killing four, and bringing away the arms of the whole, 
with fome blankets. This about balances the loſs of a militia 
guard which a party of .Britiſh troops took laſt week in Mon- 
mouth, near the Hook. | N | 

I with to be informed how the regiments that are raiſing are 
to be armed, and of the provifion that has been made for the. 
fame. I have reaſon to, fear, indeed I am convinced, that there 
is a great deficiency Sn eh if not in the whole of the ſtates, 
in tnis article: every letter that I receive from them mentions 
their want, and calls for ſupplies. 


I have the hogor to be, Ce. . 
Sim, Head. Juarters, Morriftown, Feb. 20, 1777. 


MONSIEUR Faneuil, who ſome time ago laid a plan be- 
fore you for railing and offisering a corps of Frenchmen, waited 
upon me yeſterday. His ſucceſs, as I expected, has been {mall 
in enliſting or rather engaging Canadians. I cannot find that he 
has met with more than thirty or forty ho would be willing to 
 ferve with him, He is now upon another ſcheme, —that of 
raiſing, arming, and clothing a number of men in the French, 
iflands.—To grant a commiſſion of that kind is without the ex- 
tent of my powers, and I have therefore deſired him to go for- 
ward, and lay his propoſals before Congreſs. If they appear 
feaſible they may be adopted: but I would beg leave to obferve 
that one precaution will be neceſſary, that is, that the commiſſi- 
gas of monſieur Eanguil and his officers ſhould depend upon BY | 

| | yerans 


„ 


J. ͤͤ ae 2. 


Ew 3 » Ws 


„ 


2 


* gre” <a s © — 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. uy 


performance of their agreement for raiſing any . ati. number 
of men. 

I have often dela to you the diftreſs I am every now. at | 
then laid under by the application of French oihcers, for com- 


miſſions in our ſervice, This evil, if I may call it fo, is a grow- 


ing one: for, from what I learn, they are coming in {warms 
from old France and the illands. There will therefore be a ne- 
ceſſity of providing for them or diſcountenancing them. To do 
the firſt is difficult; and the laſt, diſayretable, and perhaps im- 
politic if they are men of merit — it is impoſſible to diſtin- 


guiſh theſe from mere adventurers, of whom, I am convinced, 


there are the greateſt number. They ſeldom bring more than 
a commiſſion and paſſport, which, we know, may belong to a 
bad as well as a good officer. 

Their ignorance of our language, and their inability to re- 
cruit men, are unſarmountable obttacles to their being ingraft- 
ed into our continental battalions ; for our ofticers, who. have 
raiſed their men, and have ſerved through the War upon pay 
that has hitherto not borne their expenſes, would be diſguited 
if foreigners were put over their heads ;—and I affure you, few. 
ar none of theſe gentlemen look lower than field- officers“ com- 
miſſions. To give them all brevets, by which they have rank 
and draw pay without doing any ſervice, is ſaddling the conti- 
nent with a vaſt expenſe : and to form them into corps, would 
be only eſtabliſhing corps of officers ; for, as J ſaid before, Ny 


cannot poſſibly raiſe any men, 


Some general made of diſpoſing of them muſt be adopted ; 


for it is ungenerous to keep them in ſuſpenſe, and at great 


charge to themſelves ; but I am at a loſs how to point out this 
mode,—Suppole they were told in general, that no man could 
obtain a commiſſion, except he could raiſe a number of men in 


proportion to his rank. This would effectually ſtop the mouths. 


of common appliers, and would leave us at liberty to make pro- 
viſion for gentlemen of undoubted military character and merit, 
who would be very uſeful to us as ſoon as they acquired dus 
language. 

If you approve of this, or can | ebinks of any better method 1 


be pleaſed to inform me as ſoon as you poſſibly can: for, if 


had a deciſive anſwer to give. them, it would not only fave me 
much trouble, but much time, which I am now obliged, to be- 
ſtow in bearing their different pretentions to merit, and their 


expectations thereupon. 


J inclaſe you the papers which monſfieur Fancuil originally 
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laid before the council of Maſſachuſetts: they may be of uſe if 
you enter into a negotiation with them. | 


I have the honor to Des Kc. G. W. 


EY 


| Stx, Head-2 Rearters, Mhrrifown. Feb. 23, 1977. 


CONGRESS having reſolved that ſeveral regiments of 
cavalry ſhould be raiſed to form a part of their army, I beg 
leave, through you, to lay before them the incloſed liſt of offi- 
cers which appear neceſſary to be appointed to each corps, and 
which they will be pleaſed to eſtabliſh. At the ſame time 1 
thould ſuppoſe it highly expedient to fix their pay and that of 
the privates. There is now one regiment in ſervice, and three 
more recruiting: this makes it indiſpenſably neceſſary that it 
ſuould be done. Applications are conſtantly making, to know 
what the pay is, and objeQtions raiſed againſt the ſervice for 
want of due information. 

[ have tranſmitted a liſt of ſuch pay as ſeemed to be thought 
reatonable for part of the officers to receive when colonel Shel- 
don's regiment was directed to be levied, and a copy of the 
memorandum made at that time. This, eotonal Sheldon con- 
ceived, would not be, more than adequate to their ſervices, 
trouble, and expenſe, and which in ſome degree was founded 
on the opinions of other gentlemen of whom inquiry was made 
upon the ſubject. I did not fix it in the inſtances where it is 


fet down with certainty, as the memorandum will ſhew. A cri- 
terion, by which I was alſo governed upon that occaſion, was 


the reſolve appointing Mr. Sheldon lieutenant-colonel comman- . 
dant with the rank and pay of colonel. From thence I attempt- 


ed to proportion that of ſome other officers. —Upon the whole I 


think it ſhould be ſettled without turther loſs of time, and wiſh 
the earlieſt attention of Congrels to be had to it. 

Our delicate and truly critical fituation, for want of a ſuffi- 
cient force to oppoſe the enemy whu are now ready, and, be- 
fore many days elapſe, will take tne field, induced me to ex- 
pect that the troops raiſing in the ſouthern ſtates, and intended 
for this army, would march in companies or half. companies as 
they were made up, without waiting for their regiments to be 
complete. Policy ſtrongly ſuggeſted the propriety of the mea- 
tare, and I requeſted it: but, to my great anxiety and ſurpriſe, 
Jam told that this line of coutu@ 1 is totally neglected, though 
2 great number of rectuits are actually engaged. I muſt en- 
treat Congrets to interpole again with their moſt preſſing appli- 

cations, 
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cations and commands that this expedient may be adopted with. 
out a moment's delay, No injury can reſult from it, becauſe a 
ſufficient number of proper officers can and muſt be left, to re- 
cruit the corps to their full complement. 5 | 

Nor will my fears reſpecting the ſtate of our arms allow me 
to be ſilent on that head. Let the ſtates be urged to ſend their 
men equipped with them, and every other neceſſary, if poſſible. 
I know not what ſupplies may be in ſtore elſewhere, or in the 
power of Congreſs: but they muſt not depend upon their being 
furniſhed here with any, or but with very few: — no human 
prudence or precaution could fecure but a ſmall part of thoſe 
belonging to the public, and in the hands of the ſoldiery, from 
being embezzled and carried off when their time of ſervice ex- 
pired ; nor can the fame abules be reſtrained. in the militia, _ 

I have the honor to be, &c, _ SG. W. 


— — 


Sir, b Head-Quarters, Morr:;flown, Feb. 9, 1777. 


NO military operation of any conſequence has occurred 


| fince I had the honor of writing to you laſt, except that ow 


ſunday I received information that the enemy were advancing: 
in a manner and in numbers ſo much greater than aſual, that it 
looked like a prelude to an attack upon our poſts, which were 
immediately put in the beſt preparation to receive them. It 


turned out to be only a ſtronger foraging party than ufual. 


They were however oppoſed in lo ſpirited a manner by our ad- 
vanced parties, that they were checked, and retired in the af- 
ternoon towards Amboy, from whence they came. I heir lofs 
in the courſe of the day from the beſt accounts I can get, a- 
mounts to about one hundred in killed, wounded, priſoners, ant 
deſerters. Some people who were near the ſcene of action, and 
who have picked up accounts from thoſe who have ſince been 
in Araboy, are ſanguine enough to ſuppoſe that they loſt five 
hundred altogether : but of this I have no conception.—Qur 
loſs was only two killed and ten wounded. 

I was in hopes, that, by the time the militia who are now in 


\ ſervice would be difcharged, we ſhould have a conſiderable 


number of the new levies in the field: but, though I have re- 
ports from all quarters of the great ſucceſs of recruiting, I 
cannot get a man of them into ſervice. General Johnſon's mi- 


litia all go the fifth of March (many are gone already), and 


general Lincoln's on the fifteenth. I heſe two bodies form ſo 


canſiderable a part of cur force, that, unleſs they are replaced 
| 5 I ſhall 


40 GENERAL WASHINGTON _ 
| & ſhall, be left; in a manner deſtitute: for I have no eat hot pes 
of ſceing an equal number öf continental troops by t gres tie 5 

1 have wrote to Pennſylvania, to endeavor to get a teinforce- 
ment of militia from thence; and I am told the militia from the 
counties of Baltimore, Hartford, and Cecil, in Maryland, 15 
on their march: but as I have it not from any authority, I 
know not when to expect them, or in what numbers. They 
are abont paſſing a militia-law in this ſtate, which may perhaps 
RY ſome effect: but at preſent they are under no regulation » 
2 al 

I have in my late letters recommended ſeveral things to your 
en particularly that of a promotion of general of- 
ecrs, The very well-being of the new army depends upon its 
being done ſpeedily. Not baly this, but we are now ſuffering 
for want of brigadiers. General Scuyler has wrote moſt prefl- 
ingly for the aſſiſtance of general officers ; and I have none to 
ſend him without i injuring the ſervice in this quarter. —The hoſ- 
pital plan too requires an anſwer, as nothing can be done in the 
nomination of the proper officers till I bave* your determination, 
There are ſeveral other matters of conſequence before you, to 
which I am waiting your anſwers before I can proceed upon 
the reſpective points to which they refer. 

Incloſed you bave a letter from the widow of a brave officer, 
who was killed at Princeton. If any proviſion is made, I do 
not recollect what it is: if there is any, pleaſe to inform-! me: 
If there is not, I can venture to recommend her as a PO. ob⸗ 
ject, to make "fome reparation for her great loſs. 

-I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 

P. 8. Mine of the twentieth mentioned that lord Percy had 
arrived with the troops from Rhode-Iſland: but I find he re 
mains there. By ſome gentlemen juſt arrived from Boſton, 
doctor Franklin's arrival in France is mentioned with certainty, 
A {hip come to Salem brings the intelligence, the captain of 
which ſays the doctor had got in five days before his departure; 
alſo that captain. Weeks made two prizes in his paſſage, and 
they were condemned and ſold at Bordeaux. 


* 


—— 
— * 


7 Head-Duarters, Morriſto von, March 1, 1777. 


I WAS this evening honored with your favor of the 

twenty-third ultimo, accompanied by ſundry proceedings of | 

Congreſs, Thoſe WY tag Lee, and which preſcribe 
y 
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the treatment ut lieutenant-colonel Campbell 1 the five Hef: 


an field-officers, are the cauſe of this letter. 


Though I ſincerely commiſerate the „ of general 
Law and feel much for his preſent: unhappy ſituation, yet, with 
all paſſible deference to the opinion of Congreſs, I fear that 
theſe reſolutions wauld not have the deſired e found- 
ed in impolicy, —and will, if adhered to, produce conſequences 
of an extenſive and melancholy: nature, — is certain 
ly juſt, and ſometimes neceſſary, even where attended with the 
Tevereſt penalties: but, when the evils which may and muſt re- 
ſalt from it exceed thoſe intended ic be redrefled, prudence and 
policy require that it ſhould be avoided. Having premiſed 
thus much, I beg leave to examine the Juice and expediency 
of it in the inſtances now: before us. 

From the beſt information I have been able to obtain, gene- 
ral Lee's uſage has not been ſo. diſgraceful and 'diſhonorable as 
to authoriſe the treatment decreed to thoſe gentlemen, was it 
not prohibited by many other important conſiderations, His 
.confinement, I believe, has been more rigorous than has been 
generally experienced by the reſt of our officers, or thoſe of the 


ene my who have been in our poſſeſſion : but if the reports be 
r 


true (received on that head), he has been provided with a de- 
cent apartment and with moſt things neceſſary to render him 


comfortable. This is not the caſe with one of the officers com- 


prehended in the reſolves, if his letter, of which a copy is tranſ- 


mitted, deſerves your credit. Here retaliation ſeems to have 


been prematurely begun; or, to ſpeak with more propriety, 
verities have been and ate exerciſed towards colonel Cam 
not juſtified by any that general Lee has yet received. 

In point of policy, under the preſent ſituation of our affairs, 
this doctrine cannot be ſupported. The balance of priſoners is 
greatly againſt us; and a general regard to the happinefs of the 
whole ſhould mark our conduct. Can we imagine that our 6 
nemies will not mete the ſame puniſhments, the ſame | indi 
ties, the ſame cruelties, to thoſe belonging to us, in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, that we impoſe on theirs in our power? Why ſhould 


we {ſuppoſe them to poſſeſs more humanity than we have our- 


ſelves ?-gr why ſhould an ineffectual attempt to reheve the dif- 
treſſes of one brave unfortunate ee en many more in the 
"A calamities? | 

However. diſagreeable the fat Way be; the en at 1 
e have in their power, and ſubject to their call, near three 
bundred officers belonging to the army of the United States. 
In this number, there are ſome of aigh tank ; and moſt of them 
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are men of bravery. and merit. The quota of theirs in our 
hands bears no proportion, being not more than fifty at moſt. 
Under theſe. circumſtances, we fhould certainly do no act to 
draw upon the gentlemen belonging to us, and who have alrea- 
dy ſuffered a long captivity, greater puniſhments than they have 
and now experience. If we ſhould; what will their feelings 
be, and thoſe of their numdrous and extenſive connexions ?— 
Suppaſe the treatment preſcribed for the Heſſians ſhould be 
purſued, will it not eftabliſh what the enemy have been aiming 
to effect by every artifice and the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations, — 
J mean, an opinion of our enmity towards them, and the cruel 
conduct they experience when they fall into our hands, —a pre- 
judice which we on our part have heretofore thought it politic 
to ſuppreſs and to root out by every act of lenity and of kind- 
nels? It certainly will: — the Heſſians would hear of the puniſh- 
ment with all the circumſtances of heightened exaggeration,.— 
would feel the injury, without inveſtigating the cauſe, or rea- 
ſoning upon the juſtice or neceſſity of it. The miſchiefs, which 
may and muſt inevitably flow from the execution of the re- 
ſelves, appear to be endleſs and innumerable. * 
. On my own part, I have been much embarraſſed on the ſub- 
zect of exchanges already. Applications are daily made by 
both friends and enemies, to complete them as far as circum- 
ſtandes of number and rank will apply. Some of the former 
bave complained that a diſcrimination is about to be adopted, 
perhaps injurious to their reputation, and certainly depriving 
them, of err right of exchange in due courſe, as eſtabliſhed 
upon the principles of. equality propoſed laſt year, acceded to 
by both parties, and now ſubſiſting. The latter charge me 
with a breech of faith, and call upon me to perform the agree- 
ment. | IE 5 e T0 190 
Many more objections might be ſubjoined, were they mate- 
rial: ſhall only obſerve, that the preſent ſtate of our army 
Gif it deſerves that name) will not authoriſe the language of re- 
taliation or the ſtyle of menace. This will be conceded by all 
who.know. that the whole of our force is weak and trifling, and 
mpolſed. of militia (a very few regular troops excepted) whoſe 
ſervice is on the eve of expiring. _ | | | wy a1 
++; There are ſeveral other matters which might be mentioned 
upon this ſubject, would time and opportunity permit: but, as 
they will not, I beg leave to refer you to colonel Walker, who 
wall deliver this, and give ſatisfaction to any enquiries that may 
be deemed neceflary; Perſuading myſelf that Congreſs will in- 
dulge the liberty I have taken upon this occaſion, I have only 
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to wich for the reſult of their deliberations after they have re- 
confidered the OG and to 2 r- por wp have the 
honor to:be./ cont: 1 | | i Spa = $84.5 Ges or 
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I do myſolf the honor to tranſmit you the ineloſed copy of | 
a letter from general Lee, received by a flag on Tueſday la 
You will perccive from thence his wiſhes and expectations af 
ſeeing ſome members of ' Congreſs in conſequence of his letter 
upon that ſubjet. None of the paſſports which he mentions - 
were ſent out, though the letter came by general Howe's per. 
miſſion as the others. did. I ſhould be happy to relieve his 
anxiety as far as I could, by ſending in major Morris: but this 
I cannot do till a ſafe.conduQis granted. ö 

The more I conſider the reſolves reſpecting lieutenant cells; 
nel Campbell and the Heſſian officers, the more convinced I am 
of their impolicy. The propolition made by Congreſs for the 
exchange of priſoners, and which by their direction was tranſ- 


_ mitted to general Howe, was founded on principles of equality 


in number and in rank. From hence no demand, as a- matter of 
Tight, can be made of general Lee's releaſement for any officer 
or number of officers of inferior rank : whatever is or might be 
done in ſuch inſtance, would be of favor and indulgence; The 
only cartel that now ſubſiſts is the one I have mentioned. T his, 
ſo far as it goes, is a beneficial one: it recogniſes the rank of 
our officers, and inſures their diſcharge from captivity whenever 
we are poſſeſſed of a like number belonging to them, and of the 
ſame rank. If on our part it ſhould be violated, —if it is not 
obſerved, — ſurely it will and muſt ceaſe to be obligatory on ge- 
neral Howe. What conſequences may then enſue, I ee to 
your conjecture. 

If it be objected that the above obſervations, ad wi I faid 
in my former letter, prove that no treatment received by our 
officers ſhould be reraliated on theirs, —my anſwer is, that the 


proportion of officers in their hands is at leaſt fix to one in 


ours. This conſideration, ſuppoſing we had a right to de- 
mand general Lee's liberty, would be of great weight, and ſuf- 
ficient to prevent, in my opinion, the execution of the reſolves. 


El have the, honor to Ns in any, your moſt 9 ſer- 
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de 2 20. * — . 8 "March. 14. 1777 


I WAS honored ſeveral days ago with your letter of the: 
twenty-fifth ultimo, with its incloſures, the receipt of NO 
was omitted to be atknowledged i in my laſt, _ 

Could I accompliſh the important objects ſo eagerly ed 
by Congreſs, —*+ confining the enemy within their preſent quar- 
ters, —preveoting their getting ſupplies from the country, and 
totally ſubduing them before they are reinforced,”—1I ſhould 
be happy indeed. But what proſpect or hope can there be of 
my effecting ſo deſirable a work at this time? The incloſed 
return, to which I ſolicit the moſt ſerious attention of Congrels, 
comprehends the whole force I have in Jerſey. It is but a 
Handful, and bears no proportion, on the ſcale of numbers, to 
that-of the enemy. Added to this, the major part is made up 
of militia. The moſt ſanguine in ſpeculation cannot deem it 
more than adequate to the leaſt valuable purpoſes of war. 

The reinforcements mentioned to be drawn from general 
Heath were merely tdeal, —nearly the whole of the eaſtern 
troops Which were with him being here before. They were 
only engaged till to-day : and to-day” they leave the camp. 
Their fervice has been of pretty long continuance, and almoſt 
che whole of the winter months. What proſpect there may be of 
immediate ſuccours from other quarters, I Know not : but from 
the militia of this ſtate I cannot expect to derive much more 

aid. Thoſe who are well effected have been ſo frequently cal- 
Ted from their home, that they are tired ovt, and almoſt profeſs 
an abhorrence of the ſervice : nor have 1 heard as yet that any 
centinental troop» are on the way. I have wrote to the briga- 
diers-general in moſt of the ſtates upon the ſubject, and alſo to 
the colonels, urging them by every motive to exert themſelves 
In filling the regiments and to forward them on. 

I confeſs, fir, I feel the moſt painful anxiety when I refle 
on our ſituation and that of the enemy. Unleſs the levies ar- | 
rive ſoon, we mult, before it be long, experience ſome intereſt. 
Ing and thelancholy event. I believe the enemy have fixed 
heir object, and the execution will ſurely be atiempted as foon IF : 
25 the roads are paſſable. The unprepared ſtate in which wee 
are, favors all their deſigns; and it is much to be wiſhed wad 1 

they may not ſucceed to their warmeſt expectations. 

On recurring to the late promotions of brigaeters, I'find the 
number appointed to be ſhort of what I took the liberty to tet 
commend, and not cornpetent to the exigencies of the ſervice 
{oppoſing the whole in office before, and thoſe lately created, 

conſent 
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desen to act, Which I have reaſon to ber ie ve will not be the 
caſe. I Iſhall only beg leave to refer you to my former lektérs 
n this ſubject, and to aſſure you that many! diſadvantages 
will-reſalt from not having a ſufficient number of officers. f 
this rank. We have always been deficient in this. inſtance.z, 
und certain 1 am that the ſervice is Kal, 2 by it. . The 


proportion I mentioned was full ſmall, an 
ſhould: not be diſpenſed wit, 

I would alſo take the liberty af: mentioning. again (having: 
covevcal no anſwer upon the ſubject) that ſettling, the - hoſpital 
plan and eſtabliſiment becomes more and more neceſſary; . At. 
is an object of infinite importance; and the difficulties of doing. 
it on a proper foundation will be great, if not almoſt mſur-, 
mountable, ſhould it be deferred till the campaign opens, and 
the enemy begin their operations. The benefits of the inſtitu- 
tion will ſoon be known: —the want was n felt in the 
courſe of the laſt year. | 44. ur 

There is one thing more which: ene, in my opinion, the 
earlieſt attention of Congreſs, I mean the Pay of the regimen- 

appointments are 
ſo effential, chat they cannot be done without. The pay, in 
the firſt inſtance; i is ſo low, ſo inadequate to the. ſervices which 
ſhould be performed, that no man ſuſtaining the character of a 
gentlemen, and who has the lealt medical abilities or Kill, in 
the profeſſion, can think orf accepting it: that in the latter is 
ſo paltry and triſting, that none, of the leaſt generoſity. af ſenti- 
ment or pretentions to merit, can conſent to act for it. In a 
word, theſe are inconveniencies of an intereſting nature : they 
amount to an excluſion: of perſons who could diſcharge the dg- 
ties of thoſe offices; and, if not redreſſed, there is not ths 
imalleſt probability that 12 85 can be prevailed on to enter them 
again, 
- There are Gretel matters alſo ed I refered 1 to 4 
ſome time fince, and upon which I have not received the reſult 
of their diliberations.— one enquiry, about the ſtate of arms and 
ammunition, I am peculiarly anxious to be-fatisfied in. 

From the inconveniences and injuries to the ſervice of late 
FP want of money, I am induced to requeſt that the ſtricteſt 
regard ſfiould be had to furniſhing the pay maſter with conſtant 
and ſufficient ſupplies. On ſunday he received five, hundred 


in my opinion, 


thoufand dollars, half of which is already expended, and the 


balance in a day or two will be entirely ſwept away, without 
diſcharging the ſeveral claims. By his report, the coramillary 
here requires an immediate draught for a hundred thouſand z 
9104 and 
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and the militia returning and about to leave camp, a pine 
and twenty thouſand more. The expenſe incurred by calling 
on them fo frequently 1s almoſt incredible. Beſides theſe, there 
are ſeveral arreats due to the old troops, 24 to moſt of the 
general and ſtaff officers. 8 | os i l 
Þ have the honor to be, &. * G. W. 

I fully intended to tranſmit you a general return, but am not 
able to make it out with preciſion. However, from the moſt 
accurate eſtimate that I can form, the whole of our numbers in 
Jerſey, fit for duty at this time, is under three thouſand. Theſe 
(nine hundred and eighty- one excepted) are militia, and ſtand 
engaged only till the laſt of this month. The troops under 
inoculation, including their attendants, amount to about one 
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A Head-Yyarters, Morr;fown, March 18, 1777. 


| THE difficulty if not impoſſibility of giving Congreſs a 
juſt idea of our ſituation (and of ſeveral ohne important matters 
requiring their earlieſt attention) by lette has induced me to 
prevail on major-general Greene to = upon them for that 
purpoſe. This gentleman is ſo much in my confidence, ſo inti- 
mately acquainted with my ideas, — with our ſtrength and our 
weakneſſes.— with every thing reipeCting the army, — that I have 
thought it neceſſary to particulariſe or preſcribe any certain line 
of duty or inquiries for him. I ſhall only ſay, from the rank 
he holds as an able and good officer in the eſtimation of all who 
knew him, he deſerves the greateſt reſpect; and much regard is 
due to his opinions in the line of his e lfion, He has upon his 
miad ſuch matters as appear to me moſt material to be immedi- 
ately conſidered of; and many more will probably ariſe during 
the intercourſe you may think proper to honor him with z—on 
all which I with to have the ſenſe of Congreſs, and the relult 
of ſuch a deliberation as may be formed thereupon. 

J have encloſed an extract of a letter received yeſterday from 
governor Trumbull, with a copy of one intercepted, going from 
the late governor Wentworth. to his filter. The information 
contained in the letter, if true, is important and intereiting : 
how far it is to he relied on, I cannot determine: but there 
can be no doubt of the Britiſh court's ſtraining every nerve 
and intereſt at home and abroad, to bend us to their“ ** Wc 
yoke. | | * 

I have the honòr to be, &c. "ts W. 0 

Sir, 


— rs nt ro 


< _ 


. =wI MmwS XX AR i Y . TS EI FOR 


OFFICI abate tractor \: 


Su, 2 5 . #2 5 „5 3 21, 1777. 


I was: laft night honored with your letter of the ſeventeenth 
inſtant, covering ſundry, reſolutions of Congreſs | which ſhall 
have my attention. 

Having charged major-general Gene who will probably 
be in Philadelphia to-day, with ſuch matters as I wiſhed to 
refer to the conſideration of Congreſs, I have nothing to trou- 
ble them with at this time, or material to inform them of. 


I'bave the honor to- be, &c. "Ty Wo WF 
Six,  MHead-YQuarters, Morriflown, March 2g, 177 7. 


COLONEL Palfrey, having exprefſed a defire to ſettle 
the accounts of his office to this time, has obtained ' my per- 
miſſion to repair to Philadelphia, and now waits on Congreſs 
with his books and vouchers, hoping that a committee will be 
appointed to examine and adjuſt the ſame. 

The diſadvantages which have ariſen to the! roſes: and 


which have been ſeverely felt, for want of conſtant ſupplies in 


the military cheſt, are almoſt incredible, and are not to be de- 
ſeribed but with great difficulty to thoſe who ate not imme- 
diately in the army, and privy to the frequent and importunate' 

applications that are made. To prevent inconveniencies of the 
like nature in future, I have thought it proper that an eſtimate 
of the monthly advances ſhould be formed and laid before Con- 
greſs. This colonel Palfrey will do; and, though it cannot 
de effected with a degree of ſerupulous exactneſb and preciſion, 
yet from his intimate knowledge of the incidental charges an 
expenſes in the common courſe of things, the calculation, 1 
apprehend, will be attended with many benefits. It will ſhew 
Congreſs the neceflary proviſions of money to be made for ordi- 
nary . contingencies, and enable them to form a rule for their 
government iu the inſtance of ſupplies for the army. 

1 have the Waun, to be, Kc. F G. W. 


Mü, 7 Fr Fay March 26, . | 
. YES TERDAY a letter, of which the incloſed is a copy, 


came to my hands. The account is conſitmed by a countryman 
who is fince come in: but nothing diſtinct has yet been re- 
ceived, 


The 
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The aid required of me in colonel Hay's letter cannot , "he 
given: I have no men to oppoſe the ennemy's defigns in any 
one quarter, although called upon from every quarter. All 
That was poſſible for me to do towards collecting a force at 
Peekſkill, I had attempted before l had in peremptory terms 
called upon the officers of Rhode: Iſland and Connecticut to 
forward on their recruits under proper officers as faſt as poſh- 
ble to that place: I had directed ſuth of the New-York regi- 
ments as had been ordered to Ticonderoga, to repair thither - I 
had requeſted eight of the Maſſachaſetts regiments to be march- 
ed to that poſt : and, leſt theſe ſhould not arrive in time, I urg- 
ed governor Trumbull, in a letter of the fixth inſtant, to ſend 
two thouſand of his militia to the ſame place, But ſorry I am 
to obſerve, the militia have got tired; and the colonels of the 
continental regiments have been greatly deceived themſelves, — 
have greatly deceived me,—or the moſt unheard-of deſertions 
* * * have prevailed * * *“: for regiments, reported two or 
three months ago to be half completed, are, upon the colonels 
being called upon in poſitive terms for a juſt ſtate of them, 
found to contain leſs. than. one hundred men; and thie not the 
caſe of a ſingle regiment only, but of many. In Connecticut 
alone, by a letter Som general Parſons, of the ſixth inſtant, four 
regiments: are mentioned as not having more than eighty rank 
and file, each. 

Theſe; fir, are 3 truths: but facts they are, ou ne- 
ceſſary to be known to Congreſs, however prudent it may be to 
« conceal them from the obſervation of others. 

To ſuperintend the buſineſs of recruiting,—to. ſee that the 
officers were diligent,---to prevent impoſitions if poſſible, Dow 
" appoint fit places of rendezvous,---to ſee that the recruits / 
actually brough f to thoſe places, and there equipped and 185 
ed for the field, —were among the great objetts which early 
and repeatedly induced me to preſs the appointment of general 
officers : but unfortunately the delay of appointing, being fol- 
lowed by the refignation of ſome officers and non-acceptance of 
others, will involve the army in a mere chaos of confuſion at a 
time when the utmoſt order and regularity ſhould prevail, and 
when all our arrangements ought to be completely eſtabliſhed. 
The medical department will, it 1s much to be e be in the 
ſame ſituation :—not an officer yet appointed to it. ö 

For want of proper and coercive powers, — from difaffeQion 
and other cauſes, —the militia of this tate are not to be depend- 
ed upon. They are drawn out with difficulty, and at a moſt 
enormous expenſe, as their accounts will thew : they come, you 

| Can 
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gag ſcarce tell bow; they go, you hardly khow when, In the 


- .#F a TT & > 


more are diſpoſed to do ſo, as the letter from a Hoff (a copy 


T have the honor to be, &c. 


ſame tenor) ſufficiently evinces. 


218 5 


P. S. Small as our preſent force is, it will be reduced in a 


few days by the going off of the Jerſey three- months men, the 


* 


 Eventy-lixth, in 


Cecil-county militia, and the Virginia volunteers, all of whom 
claim diſcharges. the firſt of next month. I have ſent an officer 
expreſs towards Peekſkill to inquire into the circumſtances aud 
conſequence of the eaemy's deſcent upon that place,—-not be- 
ing able to account for general M*Dougal's (who commands 
there) and general Clinton's (who'ts at the forts in the High- 
lands) their Gece upon this ses. be 


Sm, Aerriſtoun, March 29, 1777. 


1 LAST night had the honor to. receive your leter of the 
ſtant, accompanied by ſundry reſolves of Con- 


& 


Erels, and ſome other papers.” 
The arrival of the arms, Iocks, and flints, you have been 


you moſt ſincerely in congratulations upon the occaſion... 


. , 2 4 . = 


T have not yet obtained a certain account: of the expedition 


pleaſed to mention, is a moſt fortunate and happy event. I join 


againſt and deſtruction of Peekſkill. Information of thoſe e- 
vents has not been yet tranſmitted. by generals M' Dougal or 
Clinton, or the convention of the ſtate. There is no doubt but 
that the town is deſtreyed, and, with it, ſome ſtores: — neither 
the quality nor amount of them is known. It is ſaid: that it 
was done in part by our own people when they found that they 
could not prevent them falling into the enemy's hands. The 
"3; and troops have gone down the river again. 3 | 


lr. Kirkland, the Oneida miſſionary, arrived here this 


week with a chief warrior and five other Indians of that nation. 
They had been to Boſton, and came from thence to this place” 


to inquire into the true ſtate of S might repart 


them to a grand council to be ſhortly 


zeld. | They laid things 
were ſo falſely. and variouſly repreſented by our — — | 
their agents, that they did not know what to depend on. I in- 
vited them to go to Philadelphia: but they declined it, decla- 
ling they were well ſatisfied with what they had ſeen, and that 

Vor. II. F ; they 
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they were. . to tell their nation, all they had heard 
from the enemy was falſe. Being told that France was aſſiſting 
us, and about to join in the war, they ſeemed highly pleaſed; 
and Mr. Kirk land ſaid he was perſuaded it would have a can 
derable effect on the minds of ſeveral of the nations, and ſecure 
to us their neutrality, if not a declaration and commencement 
of hoſtilities in our favor. I ſhewed them every civility in m: 
power, and every thing that I thought material to excite in 
them an idea of our ſtrength and independence. After ſtayin 
two days, they ſet off for their nation expreſſing their deſire + 
the moi ſpeedy return to the council, and e the moſt 
friendly ſentiments towards us. | 
I have the honor to 1 ̃˙ 6. W. 


S, Morriſtoun, March 29, 1777. 
SINCE I had the Cake of addreſſing you this morning 

by the return expreſs the eaſtern poſt arrived. The intelli- 
gence he brought 1 is agreeable and intereſting, as you will per- 
qeive by the ipcloſed letter from Mr: Hazard; which I do my-" 
ſelf the pleaſure: of tranſmitting. Jam happy to ſay the arri- 
val of the ſhip at Portſmouth. and the capture of the two prizes 
is confirmed by other letters from gentlemen of note in and 
about Boſton. Upon theſe events I give you my moſt hearty 
congratulations. Some of the letters add that a French gene- 
ral, colonel, and mäjor, came paſſen ngers in the ſhip, who are 
i Nenn recommended by doctor Franklin. 
he affair of Peekſkill has not been tranſmitted, me with car 
tainty : but I am informed, the relation of it in e are 

which J have inclofed, is nearly as it happened. 
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1 have the Boner to ” &. F *, 6. W. 
Sin, 1 Han er Aber) dolor, Moreb. 37, 1777. ä 


CAPTAIN Deſhields, of Mr. Buchanan's ſhip from Bal- 
temore, who was. taken by the enemy and carried into York, 
made his eſcape from thence on ſaturday evening. He informs 
that three thoufand troops Britiſh and Heſſian, embarked about 
ten days ago from the city and Staten-Iſland, on board tranſ 
ports which were lying at the latter when he came away. He 
adds that the enemy have built and are building a number of 
light flat bottomed: boats, about ſeventy of which are finiſhed. 
Captain 


ws. hoe 


r ˙—1——— 28, Rhee Foun 


* f 


K RSS, ˙·¹»‚ wv 


'Y 
; WS. > 
** 


* 


wh 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 47 
Captain Deſhields ſays it ſeemed to be the general opinion 


and converſation that this embarkation was for Cheſapeak-bay, 
with a view of making a deſcent on the Eaſtern-Shore, or that 


the troops were to proceed to the Head of Elk, taking Anna- 
polis and Baltimore in their way. There were ſome who thought 
it probable they mean to go up the North- river and attempt the 
Highland fortifications.— I have written to generals M.Dougal 
and Clinton, deſiring them to make the beſt preparation that 
circumſtances will admit of, for their n in caſe the 


latter ſhould be their object. 


Captain Deſhields being in company with the captain of the 
packet, but unknown to him, heard him ſay that a war with 
France was much expected when he left ODOT which mus | 
about the beginning of February. i 

1 have the honor to be, &c. | | 6. w. 


S, Head. Quartero, Morriftown, April 2, 1 77 7. 
SINCE I had the honor of, writing to you laſt, I have 
3 the incloſed from general M*Dougal, which contains 


a full account of the late affair at Peekſkill. Every pruden- 


tial ſtep appears to have been taken by the general, and as 
good $4 diſpoſition made as his ſmall number of men would ad- 
mat o 

I haye heard nothing te reſpecting the embarkation of 
troops which I mentioned in my laſt.— I am in hopes the Con- 
necticut militia will arrive at Peekſkill before another expedi- 
tion is made up the North-river. I have wrote to haſten them 
as much as poſſible, leſt ſuch another deſign | ſhould be really in 
agitation, —[n my opinion, Delaware bay is their object, and 
Cheſa peak only thrown out by way of blind: their late attempt 
to procure Delaware pilots ſeems to confirm it. 

I obſerve by your late promotions that a foreign gentleman 
is appointed to the command of the German batallion. | I could 
with that he was ordered to 2 immediately, as that regi- 
ment much wants an officer of experience at the head of it. 

I haye the honor to be, &c. _ | G. W. 

P. S. I have ordered the deputy antes bee to 
eſtabliſh proper relays of expreſſes between this and Philadel- 


Phia, that intelligence may be occaſionally conveyed in the 


moſt expeditious manner. If there ſhould. be any appearance 
of a fleet in Delaware-bay, it will be known in a very few 
hours in Philadelphia, by hoiſting the ſignals ; and I beg I may 

ve 
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have the earlieſt notice of it.— The quarter-maſter will inform 
you who his rider in Philadelphia is, that you may know where 
t apply. eee N 
Sm, Head. Quarters, Morriſtown, April 9 2377» 
I AM honored with yours of the fourth, inclofing ſun- 
dry reſolves of Congreſs from the twenty-ninth of March to 
the fifth inſtant. ——I am extremely glad to ſee the reſolve for 
the immediate removal of military. ftores from Baltimore and 
Annapolis: for, although I do not imagine that the enemy in- 
tend an expedition of any great confequence in Cheſapeak-bay 
yet while the ſtores lay at the above-mentioned places, they 
were always ſubject to be deſtroyed by a ſudden attack of a ſhip 
of war with a few land forces. | | bs | 
I.) he regulations for the paymaſter-general's department are 
very ſalutary, and, if carried ſtrictly into execution, will make 
a vaſt ſaving to the public. It may be eafily done when the 
army is put upon a regular footing :. but, while we are obliged 
to make uſe of militia, we muſt ſubmit to all the irregularitics 
that naturally attend them, and muſt not therefore expect to 
have the rule as ſcrupulouſly camplied with by them as could 
be wiſhed, * * * 2 nn en Bf PlLrbuk. 7:7 5 
The muſter-maſter-general complained that the duty required 
of him was more than he could perform: but by the late re- 
folves there is an ample allowance for deputies ;. and therefore 
no. further excuſe can be made upon that head. F 
I moſt ardently wiſh to ſce the hoſpital eſtabliſned. I am 
afraid too much time has been loft in the conſideration of the 
plan: bat the gentlemen who ſhall be appointed to the ſuperin- 
tendence muſt endeavor ta make up for loſt time by their dili- 
ence. | | | EO. 
1 By the lateſt accounts from Brunfwic, it looks as if the 
enemy were projecting an embarkation. They have been ſtrip- 
ping the buildings of boards, and cutting {mall timber, and 
tranſporting them from Brunſwic to Amboy. It is imagined 
this is to build births in their tranſports.— ſhall keep a con- 
ſtant look-out upon the motions of the veſſels, and ſhall en- 
deavor to abtain every intelligence by ſending people into their 
quarters.—I think Delaware-bay muſt be their deſtination if 
they move by water. | „% Ne Sl 
I have the honor to be, &c, Tp ie G. W. 
9 Fg 1 e Sir, 
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. e 
Sm, a lh Yor e 13H  Morriftewn,' April. 10, 179%. 
I WAS juſt now honored with your letter of the a 
inſtant, covering ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs. Thoſe for 
regulating the hoſpital and medical department, I truft, will 
prove of the moſt ſalutary conſequences. It is only to be re- 
gretted that this neceſſary and liberal inſtitution had not been 
gone into and completed at an earlier period. © 5 
- The honors Congreſs have decreed to the memory of gene-, 
rals Warren and Mercer, afford me the higheſt pleaſure ; their. 
character and merit had a juſt claim to every mark of reſpect; 
and I heartily wiſh that every officer of the United States, 
emulating their virtues, may by their. actions ſecure to them- 
ſelves the ſame right to the grateful tributes of their country, 
Since writing to + you yeſterday I have received further itt- 
telligence of the enemy's, preparations in. York, indicatin, 4 
movement before long. It is contained in the incloſed letter, 
No. 1, and corroborates the opinion I have long entertained 
that they would make a puſh againſt Philadelphia. The tory 
regiments mentioned, we are told, are at Hackinſac, and are_ 
about five hundred ſtrong, excluſive of a, company of High- 


* 


4 


* 


« * 


The incloſed letter from le chevalier count De Vrecourt 
came to hand this morning, — which I have thought proper to 
tranſmit to Congreſs, that they may conſider his caſe, and 
adopt ſuch meaſures reſpecting him as his character and teſfti-- 
monials deſerve. I never heard of him before; but if he is a 
Kilful engineer, he will be extremely uſeful, and ſhould be 
employed, though he may not underſtand our language. At 
this time we have not one with the army, nor one to join it, 
of the leaſt reputation or pretenſions to ſkill. If this gentle- 
man came in con{cquence of an agreement with doctor Frank- 
lin, and brought credentials from him, I ſhould {ſuppoſe him to 
be acquainted with what he was recommended for, 

The cartel, propoſed to be ſettled, and ib long in agitation, 
is not accompliſhed yet: the laſt meeting on that buſineſs was 
the ſecond inſtant, when nothing was done; nor is a further 
interview appointed reſpecting it. I have. tranſmitted a copy 
of lord Cornwallis's letter which came out the next day, with 
that of the paper alluded to by him, which Mr. Harriſon re- 
fuſed to receive from colonel Walcot, and of my anſwer to 
the latter in a letter to general Howe. The objections or ar- 
ticles mentioned by colonel Walcot were thoſe general Greene 
had with him, and which he left when he came from Philadel- 
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phia: the original I have by me. Thoſe points were inſiſted 
on again, and rejected, and a tender made of the paper by co- 
lonel Walcot, which he brought with him. prepared. | 

I have appointed John Wilkins, John Steel, Mathew Irz 
vin, and Samuel Kerſley, eſquires, captains of companies to 


be raiſed by them, in conſequence of the recommendation of 


general Armſtrong. As the intereſt of thoſe gentlemen lies 


in Pennſylvania chiefly, and it would be drawing money from 


the paymaſter here to carry to Philadelphia (ſuppoſing there 
was a ſupply in the cheſt, which is not the caſe), I ſhall be 
obliged by Congreſs's ordering ſix hundred. dollars to be ad- 
vanced to each of them on account of the recruiting ſervice ; 
the firſt of whom I imagine is in Philadelphia. If this requi- 


| fition can be complied with, he, I preſume, will give notice 


to the reſt; or, if general Armſtrong is informed of it, he 
will do it. 


1 have the honor to be, 8e. | OO W. 


* 84 n 
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Sim, : Head-Quarters, Mort oaks April I2, 1 n. 


HAVING ſeen a letter from doctor Franklin, and many 
. credentials in favor of monſieur le chevalier Du Pluſſis, 
he appears to me to be a perſon worthy of the notice and en- 
couragement of Congreſs. He has ſerved in the French artil. 
lery; and both his inclination and qualifications make it proper 
be ſhould have an appointment in ours. There are ſome vacan- 
cies i in the artillery for captains, one of which may be es 
him as a beginning. The ſuperior ranks are all Famupleted... 

4 am, fir, your, moſt bumble ſervant, 5 * . V 


— 


2 Sens 8 8 A Morriftown, Anil 1 I2, „yyy 


LAM . with yours of the tenth, accompanied 
with one from the committee of Congreſs to [whom I have 
wrote very fully upon the ſubje& of the reſolve for forming an 
army upon the welt fide of Delaware, and to which I refer you. 


I wiſh I could ſee any proſpect of an army, fit to make pro- 


per oppoſition, formed any where. You will perhaps be ſur- 
priſed at this after the public reports of the great ſucceſs of 
xecrutting in all the ſtates; 3. but, to convince you that theſe are 
but bare reports, I will give you the beſt information I have 
been able to collect en actual returns and other accounts. 


Neyy- 
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Jil - New-Hawmplhire,-No returns: but à letter mn P 
Heath ſays they are tolenably' forward, We their hs 
go to the northward. 

Maſſachuſetts About four hundred men raiſed to a regi- 
ment; many of theſe yet to undergo inoculation. Seven f 
of their regiments go to the nortieward,: and eight are to come to 
© Bl Peck ſkill for the preſent. * 
1 Rhode - Iſland. Only three hundred ard u hi men califted” 
e Win both regiments «chi firſt'of April. Two hundred of theſe are 
yet to be inocualted. —General Varnum writes me that he deſ- | 
pairs of filling up the regiments. 5 | 

Connecticut. By a return from eee alda of the 
fourth of April, about eighteen hundred men were recruited 
through the whole ſtate, they, much yoni rp many to 
have the ſmall-pox; and recruiting at a ſtand. 

v. New- Vork About two hundred men to a regiment: an 
from the peculiar ſituation of that province, it will be almoſt 

impoſſible for them tõ fill 1 their eng are nt though oy: exert 
| themſelves very much. 1 
7. Be erſew.— Between tu and thiee hundred to a regi- 
ment hey alſo lie under many difficulties on account: of eg | 
oy diſaffection of their ſtate : but Wen, e 21 e and dili- 
gent. 


. Pennſylvania. 2 of ber regiments'are very b. high ard F 
er choſe moſt To, who have been longeſt rectuitingg. 


Delaware ftate.—No return of their regiment. 
* Maryland. I have only the return of one ak, which 
wu conſiſts of two hundred men: but T do not believe the others 
V. are in more forwardneſs. The diſputes about the rank of offi- 
© * Wcers have prevailed” fo much, that the recti ſervide bas 
been in a manner neglectec. | 
| Virginia. — The nine old regiments will not exceed Aigen | 
7. hundred effective men: and governor Henry, in a letter which 
a I received yeſterday, informs me that he did not think that 
more than four of the fix new ones would be filled. He pro- 


oY poſes the expediency of raiſing! volunteer companies to ſerve ſe- 
u. ren or eight months, to make up the deficiency: but this 1 


ſhall object to on many accounts, particularly that it would be 

introducing a body of men who would look upon themſelves at 

liberty to do what they pleaſed, and, the moment their time 
expired would leave us, though at the moſt critical juncture. | 


- If the men that are raiſed, few as they are, could be got into 
| he field, it would be a matter of ſome conſolation: but eve- 
W. >; method that I have been able to deviſe has proved ineffec- 


tual, | 
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tual. If I ſend an officer to collect the ſick and ſcattered of 
: 18 tregiment, it is ten to one but he negleQs his duty, goes 
b . on 25 or buſineſs, and the next that I hear of him is 


that he 5 'reftgned :—furloughs are not more attended t 
man if chere was no limitation of time: —and in Mort, fit, 
there is ſuch a total depreſſion of that military ardor which { 
"Hoped would have inſpired every officer when he found his pay 
E augmented and the army put upon a reſpectable 
"Boating, thas it ſeems to me as if all public ſpirit was ſunk 
I thall as ſoon as poſlible tranſmit to the hoard of war 2 liſt 
of the appointments I have made in conſequence of the powers 
veſted in me. | | N 1 hc 


If the appointments in the hoſpital are not filled up before 
the receipt of this, I would take the liberty of mentioning a 
gentleman whom I think highly deſerving of notice, not only 

on account of his abilities, but for the very great aſſiſtance 
which he has afforded in the courſe of this winter, merely in 

the nature of a volunteer. The gentlemen, is doctor John Co- 
chran, well known to all the faculty, and particularly to doc- 

tot Stippen, who, I ſuppoſe, has mentioned him among the can- 

\didates: © The place for which the doctor is well fitted, and 
Which will be moſt agreeable to him, is ſurgeon general to the 

middle department. In this line he ſerved all the laſt war in 

the Britiſh ſervice, and has diſtinguiſhed himſelf this winter, 

«particularly in his attention to the fmall-pox patients and the 
wounded; who, but for him and doctor Bond, muſt have ſuffer- 

ed much, if not been totally neglected, as there were no other 

medical gentlemen to be found. If the appointment of ſurgeon- 
general is filled up, that of deputy-director of the middle de- 
partment would be acceptable. WV 

I have been thus full in my recommendation becauſe doctor 

Cochran in my manner had my promiſe of one of the capital 

© appointments in the hoſpital, upon a preſumption that I ſhould 

have bad ſome hand in the nomination by the reſolution of 
Congreſs empowering me to fill all commiſſions under the rank 

A ; PR y 

*Apr:1 13.—1 have this moment received a line from general 

Lincoln, ioforming me that the enemy attempted to furpriſe 
bim early this morning at his poſt at Boundbrook.; but be 

made good his retreat to the paſs of the mountains juſt in his 

*xear, with trifling loſs. _ 1 „ nam ell. 
I have the honor to be, Kc. (2 G. W. 


— ITS ; | Head. 
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Sia, © Head-Duarters, Morriflown, April. 18, 19941 
THE. incloſed from monſieur le chevalier. De Dreud- | 
homme. de Borre, with the papers.aunexed to it, were received 
this day by the eaſtern mail. It appears that by an agreement 
with Mr. Deane he is to have the tank and pay of a brigadier- 
general in our ſervice. I imagine by this that he is a man of 
real merit. If you think proper to confirm Mr. Deane's ap- 
pointment be pleaſed to inform me of it and return the letter, 
that I may give a ſuitable anſwer, If, as I imagine, he does not 
underftant Engüch, it will be 
ny uſe at the head of a brigade...  , Sa per gt 
I have the honor to he, M ð .. 
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I HAVE nothing of importance to tranſmit Congreſs, no 
event in the military line having happened ſince my laſt, except 
the ſurpriſing a ſmall picquet, guard, of the enemy on monday 
night at Bonemtown, and bringing off thirteen} priſoners; by 
one of our parties. An enterpriſe of a ſimilar nature was for- 


med againſt that at Amboy, in, which the party ſent to effect it 


did not ſucceed ſo well, though the moſt, advanced of them 
ſeized and ſecured three of their out-centuries without giving 
am ß „% eantive.. cir fignds 

By a letter from general M*Dougal, of yeſterday, I am,ip- 
formed that. he had received accounts of thirty-fix ſail of tranſ- 
ports having left Newport on friday laſt, with troops on board. 
Other reports he had were that a number, of ſhips, were coming 
up the ſound, ſo that we may reaſonably conclude general Howe 
is drawing his forces from the eaſtward. General. Arnold, in a 


letter of the ſixth, mentioned, that, from the preparation, of 


tranſports, and other circumſtances, he thougnt it probable an 
embarkation was about to. take placdee. 
There are grounds to ſuſpect from information received, that 
ſome unfair practices have been aud are meant to be uſed in 
certain exports from Philadelphia. It is ſaid that a veſſel nayi- 
gated by Frenchmen loaded there, belong to * * of New- 
York, which carried her cargo to general Howe; alſo that 
* * * and * * * of Monmouth-county intend to load one or 
more for the ſame purpoſe, under the idea of ſending them. to 
foreign markets. I have written to the board of war for Penn- 
{ylvania-upon the ſubject, and doubt not but theſe hints will be 
Vol. II. ob | Properly 


ſome time before he can be of a- 
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48 . © GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
properly improved, and ſuch frauds guarded againſt as well as 


circumſtances will admit. 1 
-*?F*have incloſed a copy of an advertiſement publiſhed in 
Galde's paper of the fourteenth, which ſhews that no artifices 
are left untried by the enemy to injure us. Before the appear- 
znce of this unparralleled piece, I had heard that a perſon was 
gone from York to Rhode-Iſland with a quantity of counterfeit 
4 There is one thing which I beg leave to mention to Con- 
greſs, and which I think highly deſerving their attention, that 
i, that ſupplies of hard money, or bills of exchange to procure 
it, ſhould, if poſſible be ſent our priſoners in the hands of the 
euemy, at leaſt to the officers, to relieve their wants. By let- 
ters which I have received from them of late, I find they are in 
great diſtreſs, and ſuch as ought to be removed, if it can be 
done No inconvenience. will reſult to the public from ſuch 
ſupplies, if they can be furniſhed, as proper ſtoppages and de- 
ductions can be made from their pax. + Uh 
Heri. I was honored with your letter of the ſixteenth 
Between twelve and one o'clock: yefterday, accompanied by 
ſundry: reſolutions. I hope the meaſures Congreſs have adopted 
will produce the ſalutary conſequences they had in view: but 
I fear that the ftates, unleſs they are delicate in exerciſing the 
"powers they are inveſted with for filling vacancies in inſtances of 
removal from office, and pay ſtridt attention to a proper line of : 
fugceſſion where there are no capital objections, will renew 
much of that confuſion and diforder we have been endeavoring 
-to extricate ourſelves from. Nor will this be of ſmall difficulty 
ik they difplace many officers : for, ſuppoſing them to have kept 
the moſt accurate liſts of their original appointments, changes 
- have-taken place in ſeveral inſtances from various cauſes un- 
known to them, and of which they cannot be appriſed. 
I can afſure Congreſs the appellation given to the regiments - 
officered by me was without my conſent or privity. As ſoon 
as I heard it, I wrote to ſeveral of the officers in terms of ſe- 
vere reprehenfion, and expreſsly charged them to ſuppreſs the 
diſtinction, adding that all the battalions were on the ſame foot. 
-ing, and all under the general name of Continental. . 

An attack upon the king's troops of Rhode-Iſland was cer- 
tainly a deſirable event, could it have been conducted with ſuc- 
ceſs, or upon equal terms. It being an object of great moment, 
and involving in its iſſue many important conſequences, I am 
led to believe the practicability of it has had much conſidera- 

tion, and the meaſure was found to be unadviſable under the 
| CIICUM- 
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circumſtances of the troops collected for the purpoſe. If the 
enemy have not evacuated the Iſland, I ſuppoſe the matter will 
I do not find in the medical arrangement any mention off re- 
gimental ſurgeons'-mates, or proviſion made for their paymem. 
Whether Congreſs mean to diſpenſe with ſuch officers or not: 
cannot tell: I have heard that they do: but they appear tome 
to be abſolutely neceſſary. We are often obliged to di vide as 
giments and ſend a part to a diſtant poſt: when this is the caſe, 
it is effential that there ſhould be ſome perſon with them to 
take charge of the ſick or wounded, if ſuch there ſhould be 
J have only mentioned. this of many reaſons that might bewrged 
to ſhew the expediency of ſuch appointment. 
| Notwithſtanding the many circumſtances inducing a belief 
that Philadelphia will be the firſt object of the enemy's atten- 
tion, —yet, as the ſtratagems of war are various, and they may 
be eafily changed, eſpecially when they have the entire m- 
mand of the water, — l cannot but conſider the detention of the 
troops at Philadelphia, farther than mentioned in my letter in 
anſwer to that from the board of war, as expedient, and ſubject 
to great inconvenience and injury. In the preſent divided, -ſe- 
parted ſtate of the army, we are weak at all points, and not able 
to make the leaſt oppoſition promiſing ſucceſs, Suppolingithey 
were collected here, they would be ready to act as necſſity aid 
circumſtances might require. If the enemy puſhed for Phila- 
delphia, we ſhould have notice of it, and could hang upon their 
flank and rear: nor is it likely they would undertake ſuch an 
expedition without attempting the deſtruction or diſperſion of 
the army firſt. If they embarked and ſhould go to ſea, we 
| ſhould have information of it, and could. be there in time. On 
the other hand, ſhould all they have dene prove a feint, and 
they ſhould turn their views to the North-river, we ſhould be 
in a much better ſituation to countera@ their defigns, and to 
check the progreſs of their arms in that quarter. Added to 
this, ſeveral of the rigiments, eſpecially thoſe which came firſt 
from Virginia and Pennſylvania, are ſo broken that it is impoſſi- 
ble to do any thing with the parts that are here; aud that ſpi- 
rit which is always derived. from a corps being full, or as much 
fo as circumſtances of number will admit of, is entirely done 
away. ED FIT a E bes | rs Cn 
i ave the honor to be, &c, . W. 
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I WAS this morning honored with your favor of the twen- 
tech, mclofing ſuudry proceedings of Congreſs. The removal: 
proviſions, &c. from the communication between Brunſwie 
wal Trenton has been pretty well effected already. It was an 
object early attended to, and what I recommended to the aſ- 
ſembly of this ſtate as deſerving their interpoſition and aid: but 
finding that it had not their immediate conſideration, and that 
they Beaded to decline interfering in the matter, I directed the 
Auarter- maſter and commiſſaries to purchaſe their firſt ſupplies 
of thoſe negeſſaries from ſuch places as appeared to be moſt ex- 
poſed to the enemy's incurſions and through which it is moſt 
probable they will take their route towards the Delaware, in 
-ooly an enterpriſe that way ſhould bein contemplation. | I have 
tranſmitted copies of the reſolve upon this ſubje& to general Put- 
nam and colonel Forman (the latter of whom is in Monmouth- 
county), with orders to execute the ſame agreeable to the di- 
rections therein preſcribed, where it may be neceſſary on the 
road leading from South-Amboy acroſs the country. * 
I have nothing of i importance to communicate to Covareſ. 
| The advices they will receive to- day, which paſſed through this 
town yeſterday, will tell them that the enemy remained at 
Rhode-Iſland on the fifteenth inſtant, notwithſtanding the ac- 
.counts we had received of their embarkation before. | | 


ng der 12975 N to be, Kc. I | Voce tg iS; . 
: Sm, 5 g Thad Qyarters, Morr n April 2.3 1h. 


I I HAVE 4 honor to tranſmit you the incloſed pieces of 
-intelligenee which I received this day from general Stephens, 
. who by my deſire employed perſons to go into New-York and 
Btunſwic. I do not put entire confidence in the whole: but 
the principal reaſon of ſending the intelligence forward is, that 
roper meaſures may be fallen upon to find out and apprehend 
omas mentioned: i in general Stephens letter of this 
date; i 
If the enemy ſhould move, have taken ſteps to wake as 
good an oppoſition as my {mall force is capable of. 
1 have the honor ie be, K. | G. W. 


Mor- 


to. 
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5 S, ee, e Ions dbu, April 26, 197 77. 

\ Þ WAS laſt night 8 with your letter of the becher, 
elch; with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs. Such of them. as e 
aorellery —_ my ry and conduct 1 ſhall friftty attend 
be * and bill for our 3 had better be tranſmit. 
ted to Elias Boudinot, eſquire, to whom I ſhall give direQions. 
to adopt ways and means for ſending the ſame, and for a proper. 


appropriation and diſtribution of the money amongſt them. 


viſed governor Trumbull of the ſame, that his conduct mi ht. | 


Bills, I think will be moſt eligible, provided they are duly paid. 


As to procuring! clothes in New-York, I have reaſon to believe 


that it will not be allowed, and that the Foes will obtain 
no ſupplies but what we ſend them. 1 . 
I heard of Mr. Franklin's practices ſome. time 288, 368. 44. 


be properly attended to. It is very unhappy for us, t. at, 


to raiſe a ſpirit o 


through the K of ſuch men, the enemy have found means 
diſaffection but too generally i in many of t 
ſtates. In this, I have ſtrong aſſurances that. it has ariſen to. a 


great heigth; and I ſhall not be diſappointed if a large number 


in arms as ſoon as the enemy begin their operations. 
taken every meaſure in my power to ſuppreſs it; but nevert} 


of the :ababitents 3 in ſome of the counties ſhould openly appe 
aye. 
leſs ſeveral from Suſſex and Bergan have joined their ar gud 


the ſpirit becomes more and more daring every day. 


You, will be pleaſed to direct general Mifflin to remain in 


Philadelphia as long as Congrels mall think lus preſence ow 


eſſential. 

I have inlcoſed a copy of general 1 letter which 7 re- 
ceived laſt night in anſwer to mine of the ninth inſtant. 
Nothing of an intereſting nature has occurred ſince wy ft 
which leaves me only to add, that I have the honor to 0 <1 


nne of the e . &c. 


— 


28807 
a1 


Sm, | 00 | ee au 28, ap 


I LAST night received the favor of your letter of (the 
twenty-ſixth, Sk the reſolves to which it alludes. 

The views of Congreſs, in ſending general officers to the Lid 
ward to haſten on the troops, have been long antiſcipated: ge- 
neral Poor is in New-Hampſhire for the purpoſe.—general 
Heath i in Maſfachuſetts-Bay, with the brigadiers, Nixon Glo- 
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ver and Patterſon, —gencral Varnum in Rhode-Iſland, and ge- 
neral Parſons in Connecticut. Generals Spencer and Arnold 
too have been defired to attend to the buſineſs. To theſe gen- 
tlemen I have wrote repeatedly in the moſt preſſing terms 
upon the ſubject, and I have no reaſon to doubt but every exer- 

tion on their part has been employed to promote the end. The 
delay of thoſe who have enliited has ariſen from the late pe- 
Tiod when they engaged, and from their being inoculated fince, 
which could not be diſpenſed with, without ſubjecting them 


to the calamities and ravage of the ſmall-pox in the natural 


. 


way. . | | N „„ 
At three o'clock this morning I received a letter from gene- 
ral M' Dougal inclofing three from colonel Huntington, copies 
of the whole of which I have tranſmitted. By theſe, you will 
perceive the impreſſion which a part of general Howe's army 
Has made into Connecticut, and the proſpect they had of de- 
ſtroying ſuch of our ſtores as were depoſited in Danbury, which 
unfortunately were but tov large and conſiderable, if the event 
Has taken place. A circumſtance, perhaps more to be regret- 
teg, is that the enemy marched through a ſtrong and rough 
country, and were near that place, without the ſmalleſt oppoſi- 
tion. I have no other information upon the ſubject than what 
thele papers contain: but we have little ground to expect that 
they have not accompliſhed their purpoſe. Further intelli- 
gence will be probably received to-day or to-morrow, when 1 
ſhall be happy to hear that they have paid for their enterpriſe. 
"Of this, I confeſs however, I am not very ſanguine in my ex- 
peEations. % i „ 
This poſt had been conſidered as a proper depoſitory for 
"ores, by gentlemen acquinted with it; and its ſecufity not 
thought queſtionable whilſt troops were paſſing through it. I 
had alſo directed that as many of the draughts in Connecticut 
as the place was capable of accommodating, ſhould be collected 
there and inoculated, to anſwer the purpoſe of a guard, hoping, 
by the time of their recovery, that the ſituation of the army 
would be ſuch as to admit a ſtrong one to be ſtationed there, 
fee continued; but, unhappily for us, ſuch languor and ſupine- 
*nefs prevails every where, that we ſeem unable to effect any 
point we wiſh, though never ſo important and intereſtmg. So 
early as the fixth of March, JI wrote to governor Trumbull, 


£& 


- earneftly requeſting two thouſand militia to be ſent to general 
M Dougal to be employed at Peekſkill and on the communi- 
cation in Weſt-Cheſter county for fix weeks. With this requi- 


\fition he moſt readily complied ſo far as his orders were neceſ- 
a | 1 ſary, 
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** (Lam certain) his influence would extend. This, I 
have repeated, and this ſupply he has exerted himſelf to furniſh: 
yet ſo ineffe ctual have his endeavors, been, that not more than 
eight hundred had come out, by general M. Dougal's return on 
the ſeventeenth inſtant; nor did he expect more, from the ao- 
counts he had. In a word, fir, no expedient or pains have been 
un- attempted by me to bring on troops, and to Keep our affairs. 
on a favorable footing. 


I would again mention the caſe of our priſoners with the ene- - 


my, and pray that the ſecret committee would ſend to Mr. Bou- 
dinot ſupplies of money for them as early as poſſible. They 
are in great diſtreſs, and many officers have lately eſcaped, con- 


Wn to the tenor of their parole ; ſome of whom are now here, 


"Fin that neceſſity compelled them to the meaſure, 


have the honor to be, &c, Wi” W. 


. : C£ La 


$34 1 


Morr owns pri 39, 1777, 54 after 8 oeheck r. . 
SIR, | 3.3 
I HAVE * e much anxiety to hear the 2 re- 
ſult of the expedition ig Danbury, which I never was in- 
formed of till this minute. The incloſed copy of a letter fr 
general M*Dougal, and of ſeveral others which he crafted 
will give Congreſs all the intelligence I have upon the ſubje 
I have on:y to add and to lament that this enterpriſe has been 
attended with but too much ſucceſs on the part of the enemy. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. . G. W. 


* 
= 


— — ——— 
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. Ss, Mernifues, May 3, 777. 


I WAS yeſterſtay honored with your letter of the twen⸗ 
ty-ninth ultimo, incloſing ſundry reſolves.—Agreeable to the 
directions of Congreſs, I have written to the 1 of Ne x- 
Hampſhire and Maſſachuſetts, and urged them to complete a 
forward their troops deſtined for Ticonderoga, with all poi 
expedition, The brigadiers gone there for the preſent are Fe; 
moy, Poor, Patterſon, and Learned. Nixon and Glover . 
alſo intended for that poſt under my firſt plan, which was, that 
all the regiments to be raiſed in thoſe ſtates by the reſolve in 
September, ſhould compoſe that army. But having by the ad- 
ne my officers directed the route of eight regiments from 
the 
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the latter to Peekſkill, to wait till the defigis of general Howe 
were unfolded, theſe two officers were to follow them.—T did 
not particulariſe the brigadiers who were to go firſt, or the re- 
giments; but left the matter to major-general Heath, who was 
inſtructed in general terms 'to purſue ſuch meaſutes as ſeemed 
molt likely to promote the ſervice. 

The colonels appointed to the New. Hamſbire renm ente x 
never knew. Thoſe ordered to "Ticonderoga from Maſſachu- 
Tetts by general Heath. and who I preſume have marched, were 
Bailey, Weſſon, Jackſon, Marſhall, Brewer, Bradford” and 
Francis. What proportions of their regiments have marched, 
I cannot aſcertain: but T am perſuaded they were detached as 
faſt as they were raiſed, and circumſtances would admit. Fran- 
cis? s, the firſt of April, was returned five hundred ſtrong ; ; and 
by a letter from colonel Marſhall about the fifteenth of lait 
month, he expected to march in a day or two with the laſt di- 
viſion of his regiment that was ready, which would make about 
four bundred, including thoſe who had gone. The remainder 
(about ſixty) were to Blow with the proper officers as ſoon as 
they were fit, —the having been inoculated. 

1 have written to generals M*Dougal and Clinton to bare 
the proviſion removed from Derby, &c. and directed that they 
ſhould point out proper places for its reception in Ulſter; alle 
that ſmall works and ird af militia will be eſſential for its 
protection. 125 

The damage we ſuſtained at Danbury, nor the enemy's loſs, 
have not been tranſmitted with any accuracy: but, from the 
lateſt accounts from thence, the former was not ſo great, and 
and the latter more conſiderable, than was apprehended at firſt. 

I congratulate Congreſs upon the fortunate arrival of the 
Amphitrite with military and ordnance ftores :—it is an im- 
portant event. That of the French ſhip at Boſton, and of the 
loop from Martinique, added to the capture of the two provi- 
ſion thips, are to be regarded as intereſting too. I would here 
take the liberty to mention that I think all the military and 
ordnance ſtores ſhould be moved without a moment's delay to 
Springfield or ſome interior part of the country. Springfield 
ſhould be the place, becauſe the elaboratory is there, and they 
will be more convenient to uſe as exigencies require. In their 
preſent ſituation their ſecurity is queſtionable ; and, if an attack 
ſhould be made in the eaſtern quarter, their. loſs is much to be 
apprehended. © Before I quit this ſubject, J would beg leave to 


obſerve «rhe that 225 diſpoſal and direction of military ſtores 
ſhould 


511 
ſhould be only with one te ug or with one Ki” If — 
: this Raves, 18 exerciſed. through. fo. mapy channels, that much, 

union is introduced; and it cannot be avoided : nor wil ! it 
be poſſible that matters in this line ſhould be cobdncted with 
any, degree of PFYpricty, unleſs. Congreſs come into ſome regu- 
legions. reſpecting them. The incloſed extract of a letter from 


general Heath will prove the expedicacy. Many other in- 


igſtances might be mentioned, were it neceſſary. 


The deſertions from our army of late has been very confider- | 


able. General Howe's proclamation, and the bounty allowed 
to thoſe who carry in their arms, have had an unhappy iaflu- 
ence on two many of the foldiery ; ; in a particular manner on 
thoſe who are not natives. 

I. could with ſome means could be deviſed to cauſe more fre- 


uent deſertions of [the enemy ';] troops. _ Congreſs may think 


of ſome expedient; a larger bounty might have ſome effect, 
and money to the foreigners in lieu of land. The bounty given 
by general Howe to more who carry in arms, 1s fixteen dollars 
as We axe told, though u his proclamation only expreſſes that they 


ihall have the full value. To the r Who will take up 


arms and join him, he promiſes land. 


1 have the honor to be, Kc. 3 0 e e ned 9 250 0 
5 GE * 19 $25 > 6M A r ag 7, 
. Sm, 5 „ poof 5 5  Morviflown,, Mas 5. 179%. 


I WAS this 8 with your letter of the third 
inſtant, with its incloſures.— General Arnold's promotion gives 
me much pleaſure. He has certainly diſcovered, in every in- 
ſtance where he has had an opportunity, much bra very, activity, 
and enterpriſe. But what will be done about his rank? —he 
will not act moſt probably under thoſe he A romp but a 
few weeks ago,” 

I truſt the appointment of Mr. Ludwick as ſaperiatendant 
of, bakers will have the ſalutary conſequence you mention; I 
have been long aſſured that many abuſes have 5 

tor want of ſome proper regulations in that department. 

By major 'Troop, one of general Gates's aides, and who left 
Albany on tueſday laft, I am informed the accounts of general 
Carleton's approach towards Ticonderoga were premature. 
He lays general Gates received a letter before he came away, 
from brigadier- -general W ayne, of the twenty-fourth ult. in which 
he mentioned nothing of it ;—that three thouſand troops had 
atrived * all in N ſpirits and health, except nine and 
4 Sk BE | i - e e 
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that that poſt could never be e without the loſs of much 
blood. | The proceedings of Congreſs and your letter of the 
twenty-ninth ultimo were the firſt and only information I had 
of Mr. Carleton's being on the lake, having heard nothing 
upon the ſubje& from general Gates or any other perſon. 
In my laſt I mentioned that ſixteen dollars bounty were given 
by general Howe to deſerters with arms. I have reaſon to be- 
lie ve from information received fince, and which ſeems to be 
generally credited, that he has advanced the bounty to twenty- 


| four dollars. 


It is much to be wiſhed that our printers were more diſcreet 
in many of their publications. We ſce, almoſt in every paper, 
proclamations or accounts tranſmitted by the enemy, of an in- 


jurious nature. If ſome hint or caution could be given them on 


the ſubject, it might be of material ſervice. 

By a perſon 4, has juſt arrived here, it is reported that 
general IWookter is dead of his wounds. 

I would mention to Congreſs that in a day or two our military 
cheſt will be exhauſted. I beg that a ſupply may be forwarded 
as ſoon as poſſible : if there ſhould be a failure, we ſhall have 
many things to apprehend. | 

T have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 

I have encloſed a liſt of ſtores loſt at Dinas. You will 


alſo receive a New-York paper, by which you will ſee the 


enemy's account of that affair, and how little they have fe- 
arded a true ſtate. We are told certainly they had forty- 
1 85 men killed: and, from the accounts that have been fe- 
ceived, I think it may be fairly concluded that their loſs was 
much more * than oy make it. | 17 5 


Six, 5 5 | + Noon, May 9, 1777. 


THIS will be delivered you by colone] Conway, an Iriſh 
b ee in the ſervice of France, who came paſſenger in the 
mphitrite, and was introduced to me yeſterday by a letter 
from Mr. Deane and one trom general Heath, PRs of which _ 
aze tranſmitted, 

This gentleman waits on Congreſs to obtain an appointment 
in the army of the ſlates, and, from Mr. Deane's recommen- 
dation, is an officer of merit. He ſays no particular command 
was agreed on between him and Mr. Deane; nor does he wiſh 
otherwiſe than that Congreſs ſhould exerciſe their vwn diſcre- 


tion; at * ſame time he oblerves that it will be mortifying to 
him 


— 


OFFICIAL LETT ERS. * 
him to hold a rank under that of meſſieurs De Fermoy and De 
Borre, who were inferior officers in their own ſervice, and ſub- 
ject to his command. —He can give the character of ſeveral of 
the officers who were paſſengers with him. 6 33 
I cannot pretend to ſpeak of colonel Conway's merits or abi- 
lities, of my own knowledge, having had but little opportunity 
to be acquainted with him. From what I can diſcover, he ap- 
pears to be a man of candor : and if he has been in ſervice as 
long as he ſays he has. I ſhould ſuppoſe him infinitely better 
qualified to ſerve us, than. many who have been promoted, as 
he ſpeaks our language. He ſeems extremely anxious to return 
to camp, as the campaign may be expected to become active 
every day; and wiſhes Congieſs to determine whatever com- 
mand they may think proper to honor him with, as ſoon as they 
ſhall think it expedient. | | 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
Sin, N Head. Quartere, Morriſtown, May 9, 1777. 


THE incloſed is a copy of a letter which was handed to 
me by monſieur Mottin de la Balme, from Silas Deane, eſquire. 
For a more particular account of his merit and ſervices, I muſt 
refer you to himſelf, I have ſounded him as to his expecta- 
tions, and find that nothing under a lieutenant-colonelcy of 
horſe will content him. If you ſhould, from his own account, 
or from what you can collect from others, think proper to con- 
fer this rank upon him, there is no vacancy in any other corps 
except that of colonel Sheldon. | | ll 

I am afraid we ſhall never be able to find places vacant, equal + 
to the expectations of the French gentlemen who are now here, 
much leſs for thoſe that will follow. The high rank conferred 
upon thoſe who firſt came over, many of whom had no preten- 
ſions either from their ſervices or merit, has naturally raiſed 
the expectations of thoſe who come properly recommended, 
to ſuch a pitch, that I know not what will ſatisfy them. In- 
deed it is not to be imagined that a gentleman and an old ſol- 
dier can ſubmit to be commanded by a perſon in, this country, 
whom he remembers to have been his inferior in France. 1 
know not how we can remedy this evil, or put a ſtop to the 
growth of it, but by being very circumſpe@ for the future, 
on whom we confer rank above that of a ſubaltern. | 

© have the honor to be, &. as | G. W. 


Sir 
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Sin, 8 at ee WE, May 10, 1777. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the fifth 
Inſtant, nothing material has occurred, 

Incloſed vou will be pleaſed to receive a general return of 
our forces in Jerſey, the fixth inſtant, which is the firſt I have 
been able to obtain with any degree of accuracy. | 

I have not heard from general De Haas fince his promotion. 
As ſoon as I was informed of it, I wiote and requeſted him to 
repair to camp; but, having received no anf er, I am appre- 
henſive my letter miſcarried. I wiſh Congrels to give him no- 
tice of his appointment, and directions to join the army, if he 
accepts his commiſſion and is not prevented by indiſpoſition. 

Through the board of war I have been favored with a copy 
of general Gate's letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo. Hudion's- 
river and the paſſes in the Highlands T always corfider as ob- 
jeQs of great importance, and accordingly. have provided for 
their ſecurity in the beſt manner my judgment could direct, 
and the circumſtances of the army admit. If they are leſs fo 
cure than we with them to be, it is owing to our inability. and 
not to inattention. I have written to general M*Dougal, and 
will do it again, to employ much of his care upon this ſubje&. 
War, in theory, and the modes of defence, are obvious and 
eaſy ; but, in practice, they are more difficult. Unhappily for 
us, the means in our power do not always accord with our 
wiſhes or what would be our intereſt to purſue. 

As yet none of the eaftern troops have paſſed the Nonth- | 
river, except two ſmall detachments from Connecticut and 
Rhode-Iſland, amounting ta abont two hundred and feventy, 
which miſſed my orders till they had got over. Theſe I ſhall 
fend back after we are more reinforced, unleſs the movements 
of the enemy in this quarter make their detention neceſſary. 
The reft of the eaſtern troops which have marched (except the. 
ſeven regiments from Mailachufetts and three from New-Hamp- 
thire, ordered immediately to Ticonderoga) are at and on their 
way to Peekſkill, as mentioned in my letter of the third, — 
where they are to remain with all the York troops except * 
ſchaick's and Ganſevoorts now at the northward, till general 
Howe's deſigns and intended operations are better. underſtood. 
This diſpoſition appearing to me and my general officers the beſt 
that could be made in our ſtate of uncertainty, was adopted. 
The two troops of horſe, recommended by Congreſs to be ſent 
to general Gates, ſhall go as ſoon as circumſtances will admit. 
At preſent we have not more than are conſtantly employed at 
the different poſts, 

General 


/ 
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See Heath, in a letter of the thirtieth ultimo, mes tions. 
* the military cheſt at the eaſtward is exhauſted, and That a 
ſapply will be wanted much to defray the experiſes which will 
ariſe on the removal. of the military and ordnance ſtores. to 
Springheld.-. He ſays Mr. Hancock was to write upon the ſub- 
je, and requeſted I would alſo mention it to Congreſs in my 
firſt letter. 

Accounts have been frequently exhibited of late by the of. 
ficers, reſpecting ſubſiſtence while recruiting and on their march. 
As I do not recollect the proviſion. Congreſs have made in ſuch 
caſes, I with to be informed, and to be favored with a copy of 
their ſeveral reſolves upon the ſubject. 

A conſideration of the return tranſmitted, and of the ſeve- 
ral detachments that have joined, and which ad it, will ſhew 
Congreſs what our ſituation has been. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | | | G. W. 
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—— 
1 


THIS will be 4 you by general Arnold who ar- 
rived here to-day in his way to Pniladelphia. He ſeems to be 
anxious to ſettle his public accounts which. are of conſiderable 
amount, and waits on Congreſs, hoping they will appoint. a 

committee of their body, or of ſuch gentlemen as they ſhall 
judge proper, to take the matter into conſideration. This he, 
conüders the more neceflary, as he has heard ſome reports have 
been propagated, injurious to his character as a man of inte- 
grity. If any ſuch aſperſions lie againſt him, it is but reaſon- 
able he ſhould have an opportunity of vindicating himſelf and 
evincing his innocence. 

I find he does not conſider the promotion Canoe] have been 
pleaſed to confer upon hum ſufficient to obviate the negle& 
ariſing from their having omitted him in their late appointments 
of major-generals. He obſerves it does not give him the rank 
he had a claim to from ſeniority in the line of brigadiers, and 
that he is ſubject to be commanded by thoſe who had been in- 
ferior to him. He further adds, that Congreſs, in their laſt 
reſolve reſpecting him, have acknowledged him- competent to- 
the ſtation of major- -general, and therefore have done away 
every objeQion implied by their former omiſſion. Theſe con- 
ſiderations are not without their weight, though I pretend nat 
to judge what motives may have influenced the conduct of Con- 
-geels upon this occaſion. It is needleſs to ſay any thing of this 

| gentleman's 
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gentleman's military character: it is univerſally known that he 
has always diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a judicious, brave. officer, 
of great activity, enterpriſe and perſeverance. | | 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


Bra, i A ee May 12, 1777. 


I WAS this morning W with your letter of the 
tenth inſtant, accompanied by the proceedings of Congreſs of 
the day before. 

The conduct of too many officers in 'ithholdiog the pay of 
their ſoldiers, I am perſuaded, is reprehenfible, and has been 
the cauſe of uneaſineſs and of many deſertions. Every meaſure 
in my power will be exerted to prevent ſuch abuſes in future, 
and every aid given to puniſh the offenders in an exemplary 
manner. But Congreſs will excuſe me when I tell them it will 
be impoſſible to comply with their recommendation upon this 


ſubject, unleſs the general officers withdraw their attention from 


matters of the utmoſt importance, and ſuch as require their 


conſtant care. Were this not the caſe, the diſperſed fituation 


of the officers at this time through the different ſtates on the 
recruiting ſervice would prohibit the enquiry. Nor do I ap- 
prehend the regulations empowering and enjoining the regimen- 
tal paymaſters to bring them to an account will be found com- 
petent to the end. Such officers will be proper, to ſtate the ac- 
counts in the firſt inſtance, and to receive vouchers, &c. but 
will not do to fettle them finally, as their connexibns with the 
Tegiments will ſubje& them much to the influence of the of- 
ficeis. 

I ſhould ſuppoſe, if two or three gentlemen of integrity, 
and of ability in accounts, were appointed auditors to attend 
the army till the buſineſs is finiſhed, it would be the beſt expe- 
dient that could be fallen on. They weuld be a check on the 
paymaſters, and, T am perſuaded, wilt be the means of the 
accounts being fairly and jullly liquidated. If a ſettlement 
can be once obtained, I truſt the ſame confuſion will never take 
place again, as the paymaſters will receive and pay all money 
due to the regiments; and account for it, and as the army is on 
a more permanent footing than it ever was before : for this, 
like moſt other inconveniences and difficulties which we have 
experienced, is to be imputed in a great meaſure to ſhort en- 
liſtments and the frequent diflolution of our troops. 


A return of the army in Jerſey, as late as the ſixth inſtant, 
I tranſ- 


OFFICIAL LETTERS.” 6. 


I tranſmitted yeſterday morning in a letter by Mr. Randolph 
of Cheſnut-ſtreet, which you will probably receive to-day, and 
from which Congreſs will be able to determine the expediency 
of calling out the militia from Delaware and Pennſylvania.— 
Though it gives me pain that we ſhould be under the neceſſity 


of recurring to ſuch # meaſure, yet I ſhould ſuppole it to be 


adviſable. Our army is weak, and by no means equal to that 
of the enemy; and, till their deſigns are known and we are 
more reinforced with regular troops, we ſhould be prepared in 


the beſt manner we can. I would obſerve, if the militia are 


called out, it ſhould be for a fixed determinate time: for, 
though they will certainly return when that expires, yet that 
is more tolerable than for them to go off in parties every day 
as their whim and caprice ſuggeſt, —which has always been the 
caſe when the time was not ſtated. I would alfo obſerve, if it 
is poffible, they ſhould be engaged to march out of their ſtates 
if ordered. If their ſervice is located, they will move with 
great reluctance, if they do at all. I : 

On ſaturday a ſmart ſkirmiſh happened with a detachment of 
dur troops who attached a number of the enemy near Piſcata- 


wa, in which our men behaved well, and obliged the enemy to 


give way twice (as rgported to me) with loſs, The enemy e- 
ceiving a ſtrong reinforcement, our people retreated to their 
poſt.— I cannot give the particulars, as they have not been ſuf- 
ficiently aſcertained. The picquets were alſo attacked yeſter- 


day by ſome of our parties from Boundbrook, and forced within 


their lines. at 


I have the honor to be, &c. 8 , e | 


Sig, Morriſtown, May 16, 1777. 


YOUR letter of the fifteenth I had the honor to receive 
laſt night at eleven o'clock.—The commiſſion incloſed for mon- 


ſieur Armand I ſhall deliver him as ſoon as I fee him-—Agree. 


able to your requeſt, I will give commiſſions to the brigadiers, 
and will aſcertain their rank by their original commiſhons 
when J obtain them. —The inquiry directed reſpecting major 


Campbell, ſhall be made, and that be done which ſhall appear 


right. 


* 


of monſieur Malmady, though highly honorable, and ſuch as 


ſhould be conſidered fully if not more than adequate to his pre- 
| | | | tenſions, 
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I fear it will be hardly poſſible to ſatisfy the views and 
claims of ſome of the French gentlemen. The late promotion 
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for the gentlemen themſelves, if a too eaſy grant of favors 3 


the gentlemen that it ang be ſome time before they can be put 


wg er here, are to be overlooked to make may for him. 


tioned at Pyramus. The officer happily had notice of their 
deſign, and eluded it by moving his poſt.” It happened that the 


to particularly made out, had I not conceived the conveyance 
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tenſions, taken upon any principle, ad not come up to his dee 
mands. He arrived here yefterday morning, and has been 
us e me upon the ſubject. From the high marks of A 
tinction but too readily conferred upon theſe men in many in- 
ſlatices, they ſeem to have loſt fight of what is juſt and reaſona- 
ble. It would have been happy for us, particularly for me and 


not induced them to contemu all rank in our army under that, 
of field-officers: — nor is it in my power to give commands to 
every appointment. 1 ſhall inform monſieur Armand (and re- 
concile him to it in the beſt manner I can) that there is no va- 
cancy for him at preſent: and I would beg leave to ſuggeſt, 

that, where promotions are made in future from political, and 
koyorary motives, it would be well for Congreſs to explain to 


in aQual command This might prevent their entertaining 
ſuſpicions of neglect on my part, which the fituation of the army 
will not allow me to obviate There is no vacancy for mon- 
fienr Malmady, of the rank he now holds, unleſs the merits of 
many other officers, who have ſerved with reputation and much 


rok 2 een will, weirdeß, be eee nor — to at- 
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1 a letter Fool Sete Heard be is at een 1 am in- 
formed that colonels Barton and Burſkirk with three hundred 
tory levics from Bergen, on the morning of the thirteenth, at- 
tempted to ſurpriſe and cut off about ſeventy of his militia ſta⸗ 


morning was foggy; and the enemy entering at different 
places, their parties engaged. General Heard ſays their loſs 
could not be aſcertaĩined: but, from the reports of the inhabi- 
tants, ten of their men were killed « anc carried aw a at one mn 
and ſeveral wounded. Py =o e de 

have the honor to lan, She Ar I + 4 _—_ W. 
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oy | ENG | Miorrifown, Way 2 21, 1777. 


' INCLOSED I have the honor to tranſmit you a general 
return of the forces in Jerſey. It is regimentally digeſted, and 
will ſhew the ſtrength of each corps. I thould not have ſenc it 


OFTICIAL/LETTERS: &6z 


| by which it goes from hence” — eee have nothing 


material to add reſpecting the enemy. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


P. S. I need not ſuggeſt to 3 2 neceſſity of keeping 
our numbers concealed from the knowledge of the public. 
Nothing but a good face and falſe appearances has enabled us 
e- to rere the enen _— our . 


Ska, 1 50 W 2 flown, May 24, 1777. 
I BEG leave to inform Canas; that, immediately after 


the receipt of their reſolve of the ewenty-ſixth of March, re- 


commending the office of -adjutant-general to be filled by the 


appointent of a perſon of abilities and unſuſpeted attachment 
to our cauſe, I wrote to colonel Timothy Pickering of Salem, 


offering him the poſt in the firſt inſtance, and tranſmitting at 
the ſame time a letter for colonel William Lee whom Congreſs 


had been pleaſed to mention, to be delivered him in caſe my. 
offer could not be accepted. This conduct, in preference of 


colonel Pickering, I was induced to adopt from the high cha- 
racter I had of him, both as a great military genius cultivated 
by an induſtrious attention to the ſtudy of war, and as a gentle- 
man of liberal education, ' diſtinguiſhed zeal, and great method 
and activity in buſineſs, | This character of him 1 had from 
gentlemen of diſtinction and merit, and on whoſe Jadgmeat L 


| could rely. 


When my letter reached colonel. Pickering, at firſt view he 
thought his fituation in reſpect to public affairs would not permit 
him to accept the poſt. That for colonel Lee he ſent irmedi- 


ately to him, who, in conſequence of it, repaited to head-quar- 


ters. By colonel Lee I received a letter from colonel Pick- 


ering, ſtating more particularly the cauſes which prevented him 


accepting the office when it was offered, and alluring me that he 


would in a little time accommodate his gp?” Ong in ſuch a manner 


as to come into any military poſt in which he might be lervice- 
able, and thought equal to. 

Here I am to mark with peculiar ſatisfation, in juſtice to 
colonel Lee who has deſervedly acquired the reputation of a 
good officer, that he expreſſed a diſtruſt of his abilities to fill 


the appointment intended for him; and, on hearing that colonel 
Pickering would accept it, he not only offered but wiſhed to 


relinquiſh his claim to it in favor of him, whom he declared he 
conſidered, from a very intimate and friendly ts as 
Ver. II. | I a ſirſt 
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a firſt military character; and that he knew no gentleman bet - 
ter or ſo well qualified for the poſt among us. — Matters being 
thus circumſtanced, and colonel Lee pleaſed with the command 
he was in, I wrote to colonel Pickering on his return, who zc- 
cepted the office, and is daily expected. | 

In this buſineſs I beg Congreſs to be aſſured, though colonel 
Lee was poſtponed in the firſt inftance, their recommendation 
had its due weight ; and that no motive, other than a regard 
to the ſervice, induced me to prefer colone] Pickering. His 
acknowledged abilities and equal zeal, —without derogating 
from the merits of colonel Lee who holds a high place in my 
eſteem, —gave him a preference: and I flatter myſelf the 
cauſe will be promoted in his appointmers, eſpecially as we 
ſhall have two good officers in lieu of one, who, I am per- 
fuaded, will do honor to themſelves in the line in which they 
move. | | | 

Confidering the paſſes through the Highlands of the utmoſt 
Importance to ſecure, I ſent generals Greene and Knox about a 
fortnight ago to ſee what had been done for their defence, and 
to conſult with the general officers they ſhould meet, upon ſuch 
further meaſures as might be deemed neceflary for their greater 
ſafety. The incloſed copy of their report will fully convey 
their ſentiments upon the ſubject; to which I beg leave to re- 
fer Congreſs.—I have ſent General Putnam to command in 
that quarter, and have inſtructed him to uſe every poſſible 
means in his power for expediting and effecting the works and 
obſtructions mentioned in the report. Fearing that the cables 
might not be procured in a time, I have directed his particular 
and immediate attention to fixing the boom. However, as the 
cables would render that more ſecure, and will be extremely 
ſerviceable in the opinion of the officers, —if they are to be had 
in Philadelphia, I would adviſe Congreſs to order them to be 
purchaſed and forwarded without loſs of time: they cannot 
be got elſewhere. They muſt be proportioned to the width of 
the river, which is about five hundred and forty yards; and, 
as they will be of moſt uſe if diagonally laid, the gentlemen 
think they ſhould not be leſs than four hundred and fifty fa- 
thoms long, and of the largeſt ſize that can be had. Unleſs 
they are large and ſubſtantial, they will anſwer no parpoſe, and 
will not ſuſtain their weight when ſtretched. 

I ſhould be glad to know whether it be the intention of Con- 
greſs that one of the already=appointed general officers may be 
aſſigned to the command of the light-horſe, or whether they 
have in contemplation the appointing of one for this purpoſe : 


— 


J, 
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Ai the firſt, I ſhall immediately name one to that duty if 
the ſecond, they will be pleaſed to chooſe one, as it is time we 
ſhould have our arrangements complete. e 
J have nothing of importance to communicate, unleſs it is 
that ſeventeen ſhips are ſaid to have arrived at New-York on 
the twenty- ſecond, and that others were in the offing. A re- 
port has alſo preyailed, and has come through two or three 
channels, that governor Tryon (that was) is dead of the wound 
he received in the Danbury expedition : and one account 1s that 
lieutcnant-colonel Walcot fell in the engagement at Ridgefield. 
I do not know how far the facts are to be depended on :—it 
ſeems certain that Mr. Tryon was wounded. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. S. As I do not know what particular purpoſes Congreſs 
had in view when they ordered colonel Harriſon's regiment of 
artillery to be raiſed, I do not think myſelf at liberty to give 
any directions about it : but if they have no certain employ- 
ment for it in view, I could with them to order the whole, or 
ſuch part of it as they ſhall judge proper, to join this army, as 
we are in great want of more artillery-men than we have.—[t 
will not be neceſſary that the artillery ſhould come. 


2 


| Yin, Morri/lown, May 28, 1777. 


THE incloſed is a copy of a letter received yeſterday 
from general Howe. Congreſs will perceive, by referring to 
the copy of his letter of the twenty-firſt of April tranſmitted in 
mine of the twenty-ſixth, that he perſevered in his demand for 
an equal number of priſoners to be returned for thoſe ſent out 
by him; which has been the ſubje& of controverſy between us. 
As general Howe has called upon me again for my final deciſion 
upon the ſubject, and Congreſs are fully poſſeſſed of it, having 
received tranſcripts of every paper reſpecting it, — I wiſh them 
to take the matter under their earlieſt conſideration, and to in- 
form me as ſoon as they can, whether the grounds on which it 


has been conducted by me are agreeable to their ideas, and 
whether my obje&ions are or are not to be departed from. 


The affair is particularly ffated in my letter of the ninth ultimo 
to general Howe, in anſwer to the paper addreſſed to me by 
lieutenant-colonel Walcot; copies of which were incloſed in 
my letter to the preſident on the tenth of the ſame month. 
The deſpute, ſo far as general Lee is concerned, reſts at preſent 
on their declaring him exchangeable, as other priſoners are, = 
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the principle of equality. of rank; to enfure which, or his 
ſafety, lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſſian feld-ofh- 
cers are detained. The other objection to returning their pri- 
ſoners is, that a great proportion of thoſe ſent out by them 
were not fit ſubjects of exchange when releaſed, and were made 
jo by the ſeverity of their treatment and confinement, and ane 
fore a deduction ſhould. be made from the liſt. 

Good faith ſeems to require that we ſhould return as many 


of theirs at leaſt as we received effectives from them, —I mean 


ſuch as could be conſidered capable of being exchanged; and 


perhaps ſound policy, that the agreement ſubſiſting for ex- 


changes ſhould continue. On the other hand it may be ſaid 
that our priſoners in general, in the enemy's hands at preſent, 
will have greater ſecurity. by our retaining them, and that ge- 


neral Howe will be leis apt to relinquiſh any part of his claim, 


the more the number in our hands is diminiſhed by an ex- 
un. 4 Re 

I confeſs I am under great difficulty i in this buſineſs. But 
what is more particularly the cauſe of this application_ is the 


latter part of the firſt paragraph of the incloſed copy, —“ ard 


for your determination reſpecting the priſoners now here, that I 
may make my arrangements accordiagly. . This is couched in 


terms of great ambiguity ; and J am really at a loſs what inter- 


3 to, give it, — whether he intends that his conduct re- 
pecting them ſhall be as I adviſe— (this appears more favora- 


ble than can well be expected], —or that, if the previous de- 


mand is not anſwered in a ſatisfactory manner, he ſhall conſider 
them on a different footing from that on which our former 
priſoners were, and the agreement totally difſolved. We are 
told government offered the priſoners they took to the India 
company, and they have procured an act diſpenſing with that 
of the habeas- corpus in particular caſes, of perſons ſuppoſed 


inimical to them, &c. How far they or their commanders 
may adopt theſe meaſures, remains to be known: — I have 


only mentioned them as they reſpect the general ſubject of my 
letter. 


Notwithſtanding my recommendation agreeable to what I 


| etreived to be the ſenſe of Congreſs, lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell's treatment continues to be ſuch as cannot be juſtified ei- 
ther ou the principles of generoſity, or ſtrict retaliation; a8 I 
have authentic information, and I doubt not you will have:the 
dame, that general Lee's ſituation is far from being rigorous or 
” able except his not being eee ig 80 at Urge 
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on parole, he has reaſon to be content with very other circum · 
ſtance of his treatment. 2 7 75 

Jam juſt} moving to Boundbrook, from. 3 I returned 
yeſterday morning. On monday morning a body of the enemy 
advanced near that poſt. They retreated, on ſeeing a detach- 
ment march to meet them. There was ſome firing at long ſhot, 
but without any great damage. We had only three men flight- 
ly wounded. What their loſs was, I know not: three of their 
light-horſe were killed. — By advices from the caſt ward, the 
N are coming from Rhode-Iſland. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. it W. 


ul 


Six, | cath Head-Qyorterr, Midd!ebrook, May 29, 11. | 


I TRIS morning had the honor of your letter of the 
twenty-leventh with its ingloſures.— I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt at- 


tention to the reſolutions tranſmitted me; however, I am not 


without apprehenſions that the regulation lately adopted, re- 


ſpecting chaplains, will not anſwer. . 1 recolle& when one was 
. aſſigned in the courſe of laſt year to two regiments, the prevail- 
ing opinion was,—and that founded on a variety of reaſons 
that it would not do; and the old mode of appointment was in- 
troduced again. 


5 
General Schuyler's propoſal for nite one or two troops of 


-borſe, - Ethink a good one. I intended to write to him upon 
the ſubject before the receipt of your favor, and ſhall do it by 
the ſirſt opportunity. 


I arrived here yeſterday evening: nothing of 1 . has 


occurred fince; and J have nothing a to add, than that I 
Have the honor to be, Kc. | G. W. 


. 
_— —— — —— —ͤ— 


Sm, Head. Nuartera, Muildlebrook Camp, May 31, 1777. 


SINCE I did myſelf the honor to write to you the twen- 
ty-ninth, I have received the incloſed intelligence. As it 


comes from a perſon of veracity, and one who is much in the 
confidence of the enemy, I have no doubt as to the fact of the 


two brigades having come over from New-York to Amboy, and 


alſo that a number of waggons have been brought from Staten 


and Long-Iſland. Theſe accounts are corroborated by informa- 


tionof the ſame kind from ſeveral different quarters. But I do not 
place ſo much dependence upon * account of the intended at- 


tack 
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tack upon this place, becauſe I chink. if ſuch = matter was 
really in agitation, it would be kept a profound ſecret: J rather 
am of opinion that it is thrown out to deceive. But at any rate, 
taking it for granted that they are aſſembling their troops and 
Carriages, what can they have in view but a move, either imme- 
diately, or when their reinforcement, (if they get any) arrives? 
and if they do move, I can fee no other object but Philadelphia. 
Tt is true they have ſcemed for ſome time paſt to have laid a- 
fide all thoughts of attempting that city by land: but if they 
had only the attacking this army in contemplation, they would 
never encumber themſclves with a large train of waggons, 
which, if they were ſucceſsful, would retard them in their pur- 
ſuit, and, if defeated, would be in danger of falling into our 
hands. 

I incloſe you an extra of 2 letier which I received b 

general Sullivan.—If the two India ſhips which have been cut 
down are gone out to ſea, I ſhould ſuppoſe they are intended 
for the Delaware, becauſe they are not capable of performing a 
rough or long voyage. This, if true, looks as if a ſudden cor- 
reſponding move by land was intended; for they will never 
fend their ſhips long before their troops. 
Theſe, you will pleaſe to obſerve, are mere conjectures upon 
circumſtances : for the actions of the the enemy have for 2 long 
time paſt been ſo different from appearances, that I hardly dare 
to form an opinion. But I would with to profit by every piece 
of intelligence, and be prepared to ward off every danger that 
threatens. I would therefore recommend that the Pennſylvania 
militia, who are aſſembled at Briſtol for the expreſs purpoſe of 
guarding the river and opoſing the paſſage of the enemy, ſhould 
be put under the command of a good general officer, who 
would ſee that they are kept to their duty, and prepared for a 
ſudden emergency. Except this is done, they may as well be 
at home. 

J laſt night received a letter from gener al M' Dougal, an 
extract of which you have incloſed. By this it appears that a 
reinforcement is arrived, but whether from Canada or Europe, 
is uncertain, You will obſer ve that he likewiſe mentions, that 
eight tranſports with ſoot, and a ſchooner with horſes and hay, 
had fallen down,—We can only form conjectures at preſent of 
the place of their deſtination : but if they ſtand ſouthward, Phi- 
ladelphia is che moſt probable place. 

I have the pleaſure to communicate a very WIS piece 


of intelligence which I have received from general Parſons, of 


the deſtruction of twelve of the enemy's veſſels in Sag-harbor 
upon 


7 
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upon the eaſt, end of Long-Ifland: 1, give you his letter at 
length, which I think reflects high honor upon the conduct and 

bravery of colonel Meigs, his officers, and men. 
I have the honor to be, &c.  _ "6: W. 


Sik, |  Head-Qyarters, Middlebrook, 2 1 1777 


MONSIEUR Coudray is juſt arrived at camp, and pro- 
poſes to ſet out to-morrow for Philadelphia. What his views 
are, I am uncertain, having had Mo converſation with him upon 
the ſubject: but I find an idea prevails that there is an agree- 
ment between Mr. Deane and him, that he ſhall have the chief 
command of the artillery. How well founded this opinion may 
be, I cannot determine: but if it be true, it may involve the 
moſt injurious conſequences. General Knox, who has deſer- 
vedly acquired the character of one of the moſt valuable offi- 
cers in the ſervice, and who, combating almoſt innumerable 
difficylties in the department he fills, has placed dhe artillery 
upon a footing that does him the greateſt honor, —he, I am 

perſuaded, would conſider himſelf injured by an appointment 

ſuperceding his command, and would not think himſelf at liber- 
ty to continue in the ere Should ſuch an event take place 
| in the preſent ſtate of things, there would be too much reaſon 
to apprehend a train of ills, ſuch as might convulſe and unhinge 
this important department. 
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a Suppoſing monſieur Coudray to have. made ſuch an agree- 
c ment, the caſe is of great difficulty, and, in my opinion, is wor- ! 
| thy of the moſt delicate conſideration of Congreſs. Yet may Pj 
i not means be ſtill deviſed to ſatisfy this gentleman by appoint- Lat 
! ing him to ſome command not derogatory to his promiſed rank, 9 
: and which will be agreeable to him? From the recommenda- bis 
tions we have had of him. I am obliged to efteem him of high js 
© 2 character, and of great knowledge in what he profeſſes: : and, ial 
from this conſideration and the manner in which he is mentioned wt 
2 to us, it appears that much addreſs and delicacy mult be uſed, it 
to conciliate matters. g 


5 Many reaſons, beſides thaſa I have noted, might be: aſſigned 
15 for continuing general Knox firſt in command ia this depart- 
ment, which, on reflection, will readily occur. I would only 
oblerve, without inſinuating the moſt diſtant ſhadow of diſtruſt 
of monſieur Coudray's honor, candor, or integrity, that, on the 


re general maxims of prudence and policy, it may be queſtioned 
is with much propriety whggyer ſo important a command as that 
| of 
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of the artillery ſhould be veſted i in any but a native, or one at; 
tached by thb ties of inteteſt to theſe ſtats. 
. Congreſs will be pleaſed to excuſe the freedom I have uſed 
n his occaſion, and, I truſt, will impute it to — e. 
tance of the ſubject which gave riſe to it. 


oF have” the honor to Bay r. : 6. W. 
1 Sg 1 Head. Quarter, Migelebrook, June * 12 


THE incloſed copies of generals Gates and Poor's letters, 
which juſt now came to hand, contain the lateſt advices from 
the northern army. 'Theſe'I thought i it proper to tranſmit, as 
J am not authorifed to conclude that general Gates had writ- 
. to Congreſs upon the ſubject of their contents. I with our 

counts from that uarter may be happy, if Mr. Carleton 
Ake an attack. oy ſhameful deficiency in all our armies 
affords but too juſt grounds for diſagreeable apprehenſions: if 
the quotas uffigned the different ſtates are not immediately filled 
We hall have Ter thing to fear. We ſhall never be able to 
reſiſt their force, i #1 the militia are to be relied on; 5. nor do 1 
know whether their aid, feeble and äneffectual as it is, is much 
10 be expected. — Can no: expedients be deviſed to complete 
the" regiments, and to rouſe our unthinking countrymen from 
heir lethargy ?—If there can, the A mw our ate ball 
Joudly for it. 8 5 

F have the honor to be, &e, WEE 8. W. 

F. 8. Mr Boudinot, Nr 1 for e will 


 Ueltver this. He goes to Philadelphia on buſineſs reſpectin 8 


his department, and has ſeveral matters to ſettle and adjuſt wit 
Congreſs, which are eſſential and neceſſary to a regular diſ- 
"charge of his duty. To him I beg leave to refer you 1 the 
ſubject, and with him to have your attention. 


LO 


T su. 33 e Middlebrook, June 3. 1777. 


"F'WOULD take the liberty of addreſſing a few lines to 
2 on à matter which appears to me of importance, and 
Which is conſidered in the ſame light by many of our officers, . 
and others not in the military line.—The ſubject I allude to;is 
the oondition of many perſons pow with the enemy, who de- 
= faded by their arts and a miſguided attachment to their mea- 


— 2 fled from the protection of the ſtates, to find panty 
wit 


diftreſs them greatly, and would probably have a moſt happy > 
Influence in preventing others from joining their arms. On, the 


tenſive the mode and indulgence ought to be, is entiiely with 


drawn upon ſuch an occaiion, though circumſtances ſhould differ 


' duped by artifices and a thouſand cauſes to lead them wrong, of 


ly-avawed hoſtile diſpoſitions and inveterate diſregard of ber 


not have the ſame pretentions ;—whoſe only view in returning 
3, YOu: "The + | ** may 
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. : 's by. # LS 5 3 E: 
with them, and who, in many. inflances, are in arms againſt 
use Ine 16 ,57 75 N „ mT fern 12 Fa 


It has been ſuggeſted through variqus channels, and, the + | 
ſüggeſtion ſeems to be credited, eſpecially as fore. have already | 
ef6#ped, —that many of theſe unhappy. people, convinced of 


their error and the wicked part they have taken, would embrace, 


the earlieſt opportunity of leaving the enemy and returniggla- 2 
mong us were they ſure of being received into our friendſhip 


again, and of enjoying their property and the rights of citizens. I. 


This ſubject, in the conſideration of it, ſtrikes me as impor- 
tant, intereſting, and delicate, involving many conſequences 
worthy of mature deliberation 5 Mt; As ſuch, — and 
decming myſelf incompetent to it, -I think it my duty; to ſub - 
mit it to Congreſs, for their diſcuſſion, to take ſuch. njeaſures 
therein as they ſhall eſteem neceſſarꝭ and Hehe. *-4. 3, I. 

If theſe — particularly thoſe in arms, are ingenuous,in 
what has been hinted, and it is their wiſh, or that of any conſi- 
derable part of them, to return, —I ſhould ſuppoſe that it would 
be expedient and founded in ſound policy, to give every ſuita- 
ble affurance to induce them th come. Such an Went wohpld 
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be attended with ſalutary effects, would weaken the enemy, 
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other hand, the indulgence may be liable to great abuſe, ſug- 
poſing it not to be duly guarded : or if the effects produced by 
it ſhould be partial, they will not be adequate to the ends in 


view. Vet, as the enemy on their part are uſing every device 


they are capable of, to ſeduce both ſoldiers and citizens from 


our ſervice into theirs, and have ſucceeded but too well, it is 
generally though in the military line that ſomething ſhould be 


attempted to counteract them. Whether Congreſs will be of 6 
the ſame ſentiment, and, —if they ſhould, —what and how ex- - ð 
them. | SES, 
There is one difficulty which occurs with me, ſuppoſing the 
meaſure to be adopted. — What line of diſcrimination can be 


and ſeem to require it? While the poor, deluded, ignorant, 


have a claim to their country's pardon and indulgence, there 
are many of well-informed underſtanding, who, from their ;ear- 


rights, and thoſe who have taken a double and triple part, can- 
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239771 3818 
may be to froth their own fordid purpoſes, and the better, 10 
promate-thoſe plans they have ſteadily purſued. 2 

Oue thing more 1 would obſerve, which is, that if Conprefs.. 
judge an adoption of meaſures eligible on the ſubje& of my 
letter, the ſooner it is come into, the better for the moſt ob- 
vious reaſons; and the time allowed. for thoſe to return who 
wiſh the indulgence, ſhould be fixed at a ſhort period, — not 
longer, i in my opinion, than till the + day of + 
next: otherwiſe they may avail themſelves of the circumſtance, 
and wait events to decide their choice. If any good conſe- 
quences are produced, the mans can be renewed and further 
extended. 

Congseſs will be pleaſed to excuſe me for thus freely com- 
municating my ſentiments, eſpecially when I aſſure them that 
they are dictated by what F eſteem my duty. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 1 G. W. 

P. 8. The more I conſider the ſubject of my letter, the 
more important and intereſting it 92 „9 I am inclined to 
think, if the meafure propoſed ſhould be deemed expedient, 
that it will be better that the h nete and aflurances for. 
their, xeturn ſhould be communicated through the medium of. 
ſome fecon(!, ſecret hand, qualified to offer them and hegotiate 
the bubiecls, rather than by an act of public authority. Op- 
portunities, E ſhould ſuppoſe, may be found, by which ey 
may obtain due information in that way and which will not 
hold out to the enemy the ſame cauſe of fuſpicion and of vi- 
gilance to prevent their eſcaping. Whateyer mode ſhall be con- 
ſidered moſt adviſable, fhould be immediately adopted. What 
time ſhould be allowed in the firſt inſtance, I am at alofs to de- 
termine: if the continuance is too ſhort, they may be danger 
of their not being apprifed fo as. to get off: if it is too long, 
they'H defer matters to the laſt, and a& then as circumſtances 
of intereſt dickate.— To err in the former will be leaſt inju- 

rious. 


1 1 2 
— — 
— ——O— 


Sh, 3 Hal-Suurtevi, Middtebrook, June 5, 1797. 


INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter from ge. 
bind Howe, of this date. You will perceive how 4 + 
pre ſſing he is for an anfwer to the demands in his letters of the 
8 of April and twenty - ſecond ultimo. As I refer- 


1 L blank in the original. 


red 
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red the. * of them to Congreſs i in mine of the twen- 

ty-eighth of May requeſting their opinion, I entreat that they 
will not defer giving it, that I may return an anfwer. E; 

hall impatiently wait their ſentiments, and flatter” myſelf) 

hall have them by the moſt ſpeedy and early Gs 3 


1 ha ve the honor to be, &c. ors W. | 


> = 
j 428 
* o 
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Six, | Head-Buarters, Middlebrook, June 5, 1177. 
I THIS morning had the honor of your letter of the 


fifth with its incloſures.— The reſolution of the thirtieth vf | 


May, reſpecting the French gentlemen who came paſſengers in 
the Amphitrite, reached camp before your letter, and has ex- 
cited much uneaſineſs in the artillery gorps. The incloſed copy 
of a letter from general Knox will convey their anxiety upon 
the ſubject,.— which I think it neceſſary to tranſmit, 2s * 
from duty as on account of his requeſt. 8 

The difficulties upon this occaſion ariſe from the ts; 
circumffances of moſt of the officiers compoſing the artillery 


regiments at this time. I do not know, for my own part, what 


"IF. 


operation Congreſs preciſely meant the reſolution ſhould have; 
but if the commiſſions which theſe gentlemen are to receive 


ſhould give them rank from the date of thoſe they had from the 


king of France, or from their compact with Mr. Deane, there 


are but few officers now in the artillery who will not be ſuper- 


ceded in their command, unleſs ſome method is adopted to pre- 


> 


vent it. This, I am perſuaded,” Congreſs had not in contem- 


plation, becaufe it is oppoſed to policy and to juſlice; and 1 


am led to believe the reſolution was come into for want of due * 


information how matters were circumſtanced in this inſtance. 
The officers now in the artillery I am obliged to conſider 7M 
great merit-: experience has proved them to be moſt warmly: 
attached to the rights of their country; and their conduct in 
thẽ line of their profeſſion has been ſuch as does the higheſt ho- 
nor to themſelves and the gentleman who immediately com- 
mands them. Without derogating in the leaſt from the cha- 
racter of the French officers who are to be commiſſioned, and 
whom I wiſh to receive every countenance they merit, there 15 
ſtrong reaſon to doubt (laying afide every conſideration of policy) 


whether they have ſeen as much real ſervice as our own inthe. 


courſe of two campaigns. It would be hard, not to ſay unjuſt, 


that the latter ſhould loſe their command when they have a2 


claim to every mark of fen and after they have taken great 
pains 
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with the moſt fatal conſequences. _ , et 
But what is to be done ?—This is a caſe of difficulty, view 
gentlemen : 
far otherwiſe, —I am for employing them: and publie faith, 
and the encouragements given to bring them over, demand that 
it ſhould be done. After much thought and confideration upon 
the ſubject, two modes occur to me, as the only poſſible ones 
by which it can be effected, and by which the inconveniences 1 
hve mentioned can be rc" One is, that a new corps of 
artillery {thould be formed, and theſe gentlemen attached to it. 
This we have reaſon to fear, cannot be done, from the difficul- 
ties we have experienced in raifing men, and from their having 
no intereſt or connexions with the people. Their ſituation in 
ſach caſe, if they are men of ſentiment and active diſpoſitions, 
would be itk ſome and diſtreſſing. —'The other is, that our preſent 
officers now under conſideration ſhould have their commiſſions 
antedated, to give them precedency of rank: and this may be 
done with the greater propriety as moſt of them were intended 
to hold the poſts they now ſuitain, before the French gentte- 
men had any claim upon us. It is true they were not commiſ- 
fioned, becauſe the old corps exiſted under the firſt arrange- 
ment. Further it is ſaid, — and there is no doubt of the fact. — 
that theſe gentlemen were promoted by brevet juſt before their 
departure from France, merely to give them rank here z—ante- 


cedent to which, our officers were ſuperior to, them in this 


point; and theſe brevets only confer local rank, confined to the 
French American colonies, VV 

This latter mode appears the moſt eligible ; if it is adopted, 
they will be diſtributed through the corps as aſſiſtant officers. 


Their want of a knowledge in our language incapacitates them 
for command in the firſt inſtance; and not only ſo, but to place 


them at the head of companies, over officers that have been at 
eat trouble, pains and expente in raifing the men, would be 


both unmilitary and unjuſt.—1 mall now quit the ſubject, with- 
ing that Whatever will beſt conciliate matters and advance the 
public good, may be done; ſuggeſting at the ſame time with 


«ll deference, as it is much eaſter to prevent eviis thay to reme- 


dy them after they have happened, it will be well, in all 
caſes of foreign and indeed other applications, that the conſe- 
, -qaences, which granting them will involve, ſhould be maturel 

weigbed and taken in every point of view. 


of diſtivulty, things, Ll am perſuaged, might have been adjuſted 


In the preſent caſe 


with 
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wal the greateſt facility, bad the committee of foreiꝑu appli⸗ 


dation been fully poſſeſſed of all the cireprpſtances relpecting 
the aitillery regiments. tt Pom at fie 
By a letter'from general Gates, of the Dunks, inſtant, tranſ- 
mitting a copy of one from general Poor, the enemy who; were 
at Split - Rock according to thei laſt advices which I forwarded, 
have returned down the lake. Captain Whitcomb. had been 


ſent out to reconnoitre, and reported on his return that only 


* 


one boat remained. ale 
From ſundry accounts "WY New-York, thawe: 18 e to 
believe the enemy are on the point of making ſome expedition. 


Their preparation of ſhips for troops, light-horſe, &c. indi- 
cates that they intend to go by water. What their object i is, 


yet remains a ſecret. The incloſed copy of an examination is 


very particular, and as recent as any that I have received. 


The perſon who gave the information belongs to Cape- May 


county, and appeared to be a ſenſßible intelligent lad. A de- 


ſerter of the ſeventy-firſt this moment came in: . allo have 


hie examination incloſed. 


I have the honor to be, Kc. 425 6 W. 


” . 3 A 1 = _ 
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, a, dien, Millan, us. mi 


I WAS this morning bende with your favor of the ſixth 
intant, with its incloſures.— I am extremely happy in the ap- 


a probation Congreſs have been pleaſed to expreſs of my conduct 
reſpecting the propoſed cartel for the priſoners, and ſhall go- 


vern myſelf by the principles which influenced me on that oe 


fon, and ſuch other as ſhall appear right and juſt, ſhould there 


| be any further negociation on the ſubfect. Met _"_— 


I ſhall order a return to be made of the chaplains in | Kate 


which ſhall be tranſmitted as ſoon as it is obtained. At preſent, 


a 


as the regiments are greatly diſperſed, part in one place and part 
another and accurate ſtates of them have not been made, it will 


not be in my power to forward it immediately. I ſhall here 


take occafion to mention that I communicated the reſolution 
| appointing a brigade-chaplain in the place of all others, to the 
- ſeveral brigadiers. They are all of opinion that it will be im- 
poſſible for them to diſcharge the duty; that many inconveni- 


ences and much diffatisfaQtion will be the reſult; and that no 


. eftabliſhment- appears ſo good in this inſtance as the old one. 
1 many other weighty objections to the meaſure, it has 


„ ſuggeſted that it has a tendency to introduce religious diſ- 
puts 
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putes into the army, which above all things ſhould be avoided, 
and in many inſtances would compell men to a mode of wor- 
ſhip which they do not profeſs. The old eſtabliſhment gives 
every regiment an opportunity of having a chaplain of their 


own religious ſentiments, —is founded on a plan of a more 


e- 
nerous tole ration, — and the choice of chaplains to 3 9 1 08 55 
been generally in the regiments. Suppoſing one e 


do the duties of a brigade (which ſuppoſition however is inad- 


miſſible when we view things in practice), that being compoſed 


of four or five, perhaps in ſome inſtances, ſix regiments, there 
might be ſo many different modes ot worſhip. I have mentioned 


the opinion of the officers and theſe hints to Congreſs upon this. 
ſubject, from a principle of duty, and becauſe I am well aſſured 


it 1s moſt foreign to their wiſhes or intention to excite, 
by any act, the ſmalleſt uneafineſs and jealouſy among the 
troops. 


There remains no room to believe otherwiſe than that the 


enemy are on the point of moving: this is confirmed by intelli- 
gence from all quarters, and through ſo many different chan- 


nels, that we muſt conſider it certain. Whether they will move 


by land or water, or by both, cannot be aſcertained; nor is 


their deſtination preciſely known : but every circumſtance points 
out Philadelphia as their object. Being of this opinion, I have 


directed the return of general Mifflin. © Before he left Phila- 
delphia, I wrote, countermanding the order for his coming 
here; but he did not receive my letter.— I would alſo mention 


to Congreſs that I think the military ſtores, lately arrived, and 


at or coming to Philadelphia, fhould be removed to a place of 


perfect ſecurity. Though I would not excite needleſs uneaſy 
apprrhenſions, prudence requires that things fo eſſential thould 


not be expoſed to riſk, ; 


I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 


— — 


Sm, : Head-2uarters, Middlebrook June I $, 1777. | 
INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter from me 


to lord Cornwallis, on the inhuman treatment of lieutenant 
Martin by a party of the enemy's horſe. My remonſtrance 


and ſending his corpſe produced nothing more than a ſhort an- 
{wer from his lordſhip, which you alſo have. It was thought a 
unneflary to view the body, the fact being admitted and juſti- 


. 
7 4 Fs |: * 
I have 


Ifo taken the liberty to incloſe a copy of my letter 


— TR 
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to general Howe, in anſwer to his of the twenty-firſt of April, 
twenty-ſecond of May, and fifth inſtant. From the latter part. 


of the firſt paragraph in that of the twenty-ſecond of May, I 


was induced to propoſe an exchange of all the priſoners now in 
his hands, fo far as it can be effected on the principles of the 
agreement ſubfilting between us, except that of lieutenant-colo- 


nel Campbell and the Heſſian field officers who are to be re- 


tained till general Lee is declared exchangeable, I did not 


expect the propoſition would be acceded to: but, as his letter 
13 of doubtful meaning in this inftance, I thought it expedient 
to make the offer, —firſt, as it will be a happy event if we re- 
leaſe our priſoners, — and ſecondly, as the propoſition may draw 
from him an explanation of his ſentiments, though he ſhould re- 


je& it. 


The New-York paper of the ninth inſtant I tranſmit for 


our peruſal : it contains an extract of a letter from governor 
Tryon to Chriſtopher Billep of Long-Ifland. This extract, I 


think, is worthy of attention, and may be improved to great 
advantage, if publiſhed in the papers with ſuch firiftures and 
obſervations as it will well warrant, and as will occur to an in- 
genious pen. The enemy, on their part, uſe the moſt artful pub- 
cations, and avail themſelves of every thing they can, going 
from us. We ſhould profit, where we can, by their produc- 


I would mention to Congreſs that ſeveral officers in the corps 


of cavalry have applied to-me, to know in what point of view 


their horſes are conſidered, Whether as public property, or as 
private belonging to themſelves, +0 be furniſhed at their own, 
expenſe. When colonel Sheldon's regiment was ordered to be 


raiſed, the officers thought the horſes ſhould be a matter of pub- 
lic charge: but as it never had been determined, and I was not 
perfectly ſatisfied with the cuſtoms in ſuch caſes, I did not con- 
fider myſelf authoriſed to decide upon it. I promiſed to recom- 
mend it to the conſideration of Congreſs ; and this I have done 
fince on ſimilar occaſions. The officers urge, that, as horſes 
are eſſential to the diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould be pro- 


vided at the public expenſe ; that they have riſen to ſuch enor- 
mous prices, that, if the contrary is eſtabliſhed, they muſt, from 
the nature of the ſervice, not only ſink their pay. but make a 


large ſacrifice of their private intereſt. 


Though the practice may have been againſt their application py 
in other armies, yet their reaſoning ſeems plaufible, and to be 


founded in juſtice. There are objections too againſt the mea- 


ſure, but not of ſufficient validity, in my opinion, to 9 to 
| | their 
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their claim. Another reaſon ray be ſuggeſted, why the pob - 
lic ſhould find them horſes, which is, that if they were to pro- 
vide them themſelves, the apprehenſion of loſing them might 
prevent a proper diſcharge of duty, and in ſome caſes pro- 
duce too great a degree of cautious prudence. - ; 

This matter I have thought it neceſſary to lay before Con- 
greſs, not doubting but it will have that attention which it may 
ſeem to deſerve.— There is one thing more I would add upon 
the ſubject, which is if their application is coaſidered juſt, I. 
ſhould ſuppoſe it beſt to fix a certain determinate ſum to be al- 
lowed for the horſes they have bought and may have occaſion 
to purchaſe, in preference to leaving it to their diſcretien and 
zudgment. | 

It being evident, ſo far as we can reaſon from circumſtances 
and appearances, that general Howe defigns Philadelphia to be 
the firſt object of his purſuit, or the defeat of this army, —and, 
for one or both of theſe purpoſes, is collecting nearly his whole 
force at Bruniwic,—a board of general officers determined yel- 
terday evening after mature deliberation, that all the conti- 
nental troops at Peekſkill and its dependencies, except one 
thouſand effectives, ſhould be immediately marched to reinfofce 
this army. That number, with the couvaleſcents, and ſuch. 
aids of militia as are now and may be aſſembled in caſe of e- 
mergency, was deemed competent to the defence of thoſe poſts 
againſt any attempts that may be made to poſſeſs them in the 
preſent ſituation of things. kat 

I have incloſed a general return ſhewing our whole frength 
in Jerſey at this time, frors which it will appear our circum- 


\ ſtances in this reſpect are by no means ſo deſirable as could be 
wiſhed. I eſteem it my duty to tranſmit information of this ſort 

from time to time to Congreſs, and am encouraged the more to 
do it from a conviction that the, ſenſible of the neceſſity of the 


moſt profound ſecrecy, will not fuer the leaſt intimation of our 
numbers to kranfpir e. 

June 14. Vent ſoww of dhe thirteenth, with its inclo- 
ſures, was received laſt night. 

Having propoſed to general Howe an exchange of the pri- 
foners now in his poſſeſſion, as you will perceive by the inclo- 
ied copy of my letter, and alſo added, that, „hir conduct to. 
wards priſoners would govern mine, ” it appears to me that it 
would be improper to tranſmit him a copy of your firit reſolu- 
tion of the tenth inſtant, till we-have ſomething more from him 
on the ſubject propoſed. I confeſs I did not, nor do I yet, nn- 
derſtand the paragraph. o of his letter of the twenty ſecond ul- 
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anexchange if that was his "hy and to ſubjoin, that his on- 
duct to our priſoners ſhould goveru mine, has à caution, to pre- 
vent him exerciſing ſeverity or a new. mode of treatment of 
hem, contrary to the ſpirit of the agreement between us, and 
the ideas entertained upon the Aabgeck when it was firſt ee 
into, —if ſuch was his meaning... 85 
Finding that there would be great difficulty. in glliog tho 
battalions intended to be raiſed, I did not commiſſion officers 
for all the ſixteen additional ones: I apprehend ſuch a ' meaſure 
would accumulate expenſe without increaſing our ſtrength, and 
therefore did not ſet the whole: on foot.-—L ſhalt be happy, on 
vernor Coſwell's letter and your recommendation of colonel 
She hephard, that he. ſhould: have a regiment: from the character 
given him, and the terms on which he offers his ſervices there 
can be no objection. Congreſs will be pleaſed: to appoint: him 
to the command they with him tochave; and + ſhould think: i it 
adviſable that he be ordered to march with his corps to Join 
d army, leaving proper officers to recruit the deficieney. 
I have peruſed., monſieur De Coudray's opinion about the 
115 2 and have no doubt but that it is well founded. I 


have not ſufficient knowledge, of dern to eee an opinion 


with certainty myſelf. I 

Tou will obſerve. e (a, paper F TFT of 
* * *. His family well deſerves the generous notice of Con- 
\-greſs. He conducted himſelf. with great fidelity to our cauſe, 
ane [his country efjeniial ] ſervices, and bas fallen a ſacri- 
fice in promoting her intereſt. - Perhaps a public act of genero- 


ay (conſidering the character he was in) ga} not be lo.  Eligi- 


” up as a private donation. 


June 15, When I 2 e y information was 
ted one diviſion of the enemy was advancing on the Princeton 


road, and it was believed from the general movement of their 5 
army that they were proceeding towards Delaware. What 


their real deſign was, is not yet underſtood. Thoſe: that ad- 
lenbeeden be road, after marching ſome diſtance, filed off to 
the right down Millſtone river, and. joined the.other column on 
the Coryel-ferry road les ling by. Somerſet court-houſe. One 
3 deck of their movement might be to incloſe general Sullivan 
lan his diviſion between theis two columns another (which: 


moſt probable was the principal cauſe, if they did not mean to 


proceed to Delaware when wy {et out) to manœuvre us out of 
- /qur-prefſent encampment into action upon difadvantageous term, 


om Ihe firſt they could not hope to ſucceed i in after general Sulll. 


Vor. II. "Ih 


n 
\ 


: 
, 
2 
N 
. 
10 
17 
IT 
22 
it 
15 
co 
= 


2 — — 
2 _— 2 — 
— — * 8 
2 — — — co 
e n 


n 
87 
i 
4 
2 2 
; 
. RT 
E 
! " 
: , 
' 
i 
0 
*. 
I, 
* 
$74 
9 
2:3 
J. 
F 
11 
WS 
8 
— 
7 
"8 
* 
1 ; 
x 
N 
* 
1 
is 
=o 
i 
. * 
* 
++ 
1 
* 
* 
1 
1 oh 
$5 1 
+2 

5 

: 7 

> 

Xe 
"EM 
5 
38 
bw. 
3 
1 
7 
"14 
2 
N 
Td” 
7 
* 7% 4 
y 0 
4 1 
wy 
TH 
© 4K 
x 
1 
1 
q 
oF 
V. 
> & 
: - 
Bf 
ö 
E 
1 4 
4 1 
N 
1 
wm 
= 73% 
WL 
1 
n 
14 N 
} 
* 

1 
38 
4.3 

+.34 
1: WM 
< B 1 
* 1 
L J 
'; i 
Fab 
* 
3s 
6.89: 4 
4 
Ka: 
I 
"7 
> dts 
"7; 
"18 
we 
7. 3 
BAY -* 
"1 
1 
1-21 
174 
: 1 
1 


al 
1 


— = 
2 


2 —ñ— noe — 
—— — — 2 —* 


— <1 a 7 
4 mn 4 
— — uĩ— 


— 


% GENERAL WASHINGTON" | | 


van changed his poſt to Rocky-Hill, —an event which took 
place on the evening before, and which it is preſumed they 
were not well adviſed of when they leſt Brunſwic. A covfi- 


derable body of them remain at Somerſet court-houſe, and on 


the communication between that and Brunſwic.—We have been 
and are harraſſing them with light troops : but they being in 


open ground with a large train of artillery, we cannot do it ſo 


effectually as could be we wiſhed. . 

I ſhall be glad to be informed whether 8 De . 
conſiders himſelf an officer in the army. He has never joined 
it fince his promotion, or written a ſingle line to me upon the 
ſubject. If he accepts his commmiſſion it will be well for-Con- 
greſs to order him to repair to the army immediately. The 
brigade intended for him is without a general officer, and has 
brought on a diſagreeable diſpute between two of the colonels, 
each claiming the command. This 1s not the only inconveni- 
ence :—officers of high rank remaining at home afford a bad 
example to others who are inferior, and grounds of application 
For the like indulgence. 

This letter, except the paragraphs of this date, I intended to. 


. ſend yeſterday, but was prevented by the movement t of the ene- 


my which rendered it unadviſable.. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | . w. 
P. S. By a perſon Juſt now arrived with a letter from gene- 
ral Sullivan, the enemy's advanced guard is poſted between 
three and four miles from Somerſet court-houſe on the road to 
N ferry. | | TD 63 


2 
{ 


Sm, Middlebrook, June 14, 1977, 10 v%chch, A. M. 


YOUR letter of yeſterday, with its incloſures, I received 
laſt night. By this conveyance I ſhall not ſend a particular 
anſwer.---The enemy are in motion, and a body is advancing 
from Millſtone towards Vanbieter's bridge : another diviſion is 


on the road leading towards Coryel's ferry.—We are packing 


up, and making every preparation to act as circumſtances ſhall 


ſeem to require. 


1 have the honor to be, Kc. | G. w. 
P. 8. The letters wann this you x will pleaſe to o put 
in the poſt- office. | 


| 4. 5 
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WHEN I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, I informed 
Fou that the main body of the enemy had marched from Brunſ- 
wic, and extended their van as far as Somerſet court- houſe. 1 
am now to acquaint you, that, after emcamping between theſe 
two poſts and beginning a line of redoubts, they changed their 
ground yeſterday morning and in the courſe of the preceding 
night, and returned to Brunſwic again, burning, as they went, 
| ſeveral valuable dwelling houſes. We had conſtantly light 
troops hovering round them as far as circumſtances would per- 
mit: but, being ſecured on their flanks by the  Rariton and 
Millſtone, they were difficult to approach; and, without loſs,” 
effected their return to their former poſts. This ſudden and 
precipitate change in their operations has afforded matter for 
much ſpeculation. We ſuppoſe their original deſign was to at- 
tempt. an impreſſion on our right, or to manceuvre us out of our 
ground, or to advance towards the Delaware. Whether theſe 
conjectures were well founded, cannot be aſcertained: but it 
js probable, if they had an impreſſion in view, they found it 
could not be attempted without great loſs--(as to bringing 
on an attack, they effectually - ſecured themſelves . againit- 
one by the poſt they took)—or if paſſing the Delaware was 
their object, that, from the temper of the people, the proſe- 
cution of it (if not impraQticable) would meet with much greater 
oppolition than what they expected: for I muſt obſerve,—and 
with peculiar ſatis faction I doit, that, on the firſt notice of the 
enemy's movements, the militia aſſembled in a moſt ſpirited 
manner, firmly determined to give them every annoyance in 
their power, and to afford us every poſſible aid. This I 
thought it my duty to mention in juſtice to their conduct; and 
I am inclined to believe that general Howe's return, thus ſud- 
denly made, muſt have been in conſequence of the information 
he received that the people were in and flying to arms in every 
quarter to oppoſe him. I ſhall not reaſon upon this event: but 
I cannot but conſider it as a moſt fortunate and happy one to us, 
and the moſt diſtreſſing Mr. Howe has yet experienced, unleſs 
he has ſchemes in contemplation beyond the reach of my con- 
jecture. 15 | e e, 
q I ſhould have written to Congreſs more frequently reſpecting 
the enemy after they came from Brunſwic, had I not been al- 
moſt conſtantly on horſe-hack, and had their deſigns been clear: 
but as they were not, I did not wiſh to puzzle them with con- 
je cures, more eſpecially as I wrote genaral Arnold (with 1 
= was 
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18 
T was obliged to e RA chat he might co-operate with the 


as circumitances ſhould require) to tranſmit them copies of my 
—_— 

Incloſed you wilt be pleaſed to receive an extract of a letter 
from colonel Jackſon of Boſton to general Knox. The intelli- 
gence it contains is intéreſting; and 1 ſhall be happy to hear 
that the two brigs mentioned have captured the remainder of 
the Heſſians, and more particularly fo if the capture ſhould not 
be far from the Britiſh coaſt, provided they arrive ſafe. 

Twelve 0*clock.—1 juſt now received a letter from general 
Shuyler, a copy of which, and of its incloſures, is herewith 
tranſmitted .—The_enemy, from appearances, having changed 
their views for the preſent, or at leaſt rendered them dark and 
myſterious, I have ſent expreſſes to brigadiers M Dougal and 
Glover to halt their diviſions, if they bave proceeded any con- 
fiderable diftance' from Peekſkeill, till further orders, — other wiſe 
to return. I have alfo written to general Putnam to hold four 
regiments in readineſs: to'embark for general Schuyler's aid, 
ſhould further intelligence from Canada reſpecting the enemy 8 
movements make it neceſſary, The uncertainty of general 
Howe's operations will not permit more to be done at this 
time. General Parſons arrived here this morning, and his 
diviſion is ee e to N ground towards the left of the 
nest — 

J omitted to mention in my laſt, that in conſultation with 
my. general officers, 'it' was agreed that promotions ſhould be 
regimental in the army for all officers under the rank of field- 
officers, and for all of that rank, in the line of their ſlate, 
This is now ſettled as a general role 5 a right being reſerved 
however, that it may be made for patticular merit out of this | 
line, or refuſed for demerit or any ſubſtantial objection. 

I bave the Per td bes Se. N 8. W. 


mM W 


1 Head-Quarters, | Middlebrook, June 21, 1777. 
1 WAS laſt night honored with yours of yeſterday mor- 


ning, with its 2 the contents of which 1 85 duly at- 
| tend 0. tak 103 1 1 L753 


Having written fully ener a nothin new occurred - 
ſince; I have only to requeſt that you will frward the papers 
reſpecting the commillary's department as ſoon as poſſible. For - 
Want of. ne certain one IEC Rue of duty i in this inſtance, the 


com- 


N 
2 
* _y 


walls, and general Grant, were in the town whep ** 


general Maxwell, who was 28 they afterwargs 
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* 
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commiſſary ſays it is imyaſſible to \condut matters, gn he 
i IE oe ts FAIRY 0.41.5 go 
have the honor to be, &. 1 


* A 
- -—_ 


Head. Quariere, Middlebrool June 22, 1777 IT o*clock, P. AV. 
Sin, | | | 


I HAVE the honor. and pleaſure to inform you that the 
enemy evacuated Brunſwic this morning and retired to Am- 
boy, burning many houſes as they went along. Some of them, 
from the appearance of the flames, were conſiderable buildings. 
From ſeveral pieces of information and from a variety of cir- 
cumſtances it was evident that a movement was in agitation, 
and it was the general opinion that it was intended this 
morning. I therefore, detatched three brigades under the 
command of major-general Greene to fall upon their rear, and 
kept the main body of the army paraded upon the heights, ta 
ſupport them if there ſhould be occaſion, A party of colonel 
Morgan's regiment of light infantry attacked and drove the: 
Heſſian piquet about ſun-riſe : and, upon the appearance of gey 
neral Wayne's brigade and: Morgan's regiment (who got 0” 
to the ground) oppoſite Brunſwic, the enemy immediately erol- 


ſed the bridge to the eaſt fide of the river, and threw them · 


ſelves into redoubts which. they had before conſtructed. Our 
troops advanced briſkly upon them; upon which they quitted 
the redoubts without making any oppoſition, and retired. by the 


Amboy road. e 
As all our troops, from the difference of their ſtat in in 


camp, had not come up when the enemy began to move of, & 


was impoſſible to check them, as their numbers were: far reater 
than we had any reaſon to expect, —being, as we were informed 
a terwards, between ſour and ſi ve thouſand men. Gir men pur. 
ſucd them as far as Piſcatawa : but finding it impoſſiſale to 8 


1 * 70 — YT 5 5 * | 1 


tliey returned to Rrunſuſe. | 
By information of the inhabitants, general Howe, lord * 
was firſt given: but they quitted it very ſoon af-” 
| In the purſuit, colonel Morgan's rifleme: 
1 8 fires with the enemy, which, it is 

le execution.— in he . s 
n.— I am in hopes the - 1Magined, did 
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conſi dera- 
e#tached 1 
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party, to lie between Brunſwic and Amboy to intercept any 
convoys or parties that might be paſling : but I have yet heard 
nothing from him. To 5 | 
General Greene deſires me to make mention of the conduct 
and bravery of general Wayne and colonel Morgan, and of their 
_ officers and men, upon this occaſion, as they conſtantly advan- 
ced upon an enemy far ſuperior to them in numbers, and well 
ſecured behind ſtrong redoubts. . 
SGeneral Sullivan advanced from Rocky-Hill to Brunſwic 
with his diviſion; but, as he did not receive his order of march 
till very late at night, he did not arrive till the enemy had been 
one ſome time. e | | | 
I have ſent down lord Sterling's diviſion to reinforce general 
Maxwell; and in the morning I ſhall move the main body of 
the army to ſome ſecure poſt nearer Amboy, from whence we 
can with more eaſe annoy the enemy, than from this diſtance. — 
Tam inclined to think ,they mean to croſs to Staten-Iſland: if 
they do, we may perhaps find an opportunity of making a ſtroke 
upon their rear: at any rate we ſhall have a chance of obliging 
them to make a total evacuation of the ſtate of Jerſey.— I have 
the honor to &c. ; | | 2 


| = 5 StR, Camp at Quibbletown, June 25, 1777. 
| When I had the honor to addreſs you laſt, it was on the 
' ſubject of the enemy's retreat from Brunſwic to Amboy, and 
is || | of the meaſures purſued to annoy them. At the time of writ- 
1 ing, the information | had received reſpecting their loſs was ra- 
ther vague and uncertain: but we have reaſon to believe, from 
intelligence through various channels ſince, that it was pretty 
conſiderable, and fell chiefly on the grenadiers and' light infan- 
try who formed their covering party. The, inclofed copy of a 
letter, containing the information of a perſon juſt from New- | 
| York, correſponds with other accounts on this head, and with 
| the declarations of ſome deſerters. Some of the accounts are, 
that officers were heard ſo ſay they had not ſuffered ſo ſeverely 
fince the affair at Princeton. | . 

After the evacuation of Brunſwic, I determined, with the ad- 
vice of my general officers, to move the whole army the next | 
morning to this poſt, where they would be nearer the enemy 
and might act according to circumſtances. In this I was pre- 
vented by rain, and they only moved yeſterday morning. I | 
Have advanced lord Sterling's diviſion and ſome other N | 
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lower down in the neighbourhood of, Metuchin meeting-houſe, 
and intended to have poſted more there; but found, on recon- 


noitring the ground, that it was low and diſadvantageous, and 
ſtill more unfavourable through a ſcarcity of water. Theſe rea- 


ſons, added to that of there not being the ſmalleſt proſpe& of 
attacking the enemy in Amboy with a probability of ſucceſs, — 


| ſecured on their flanks by water, and in their front by ſtrong 


redoubts acroſs the Neck, —- would not permit me, either in my 
own opinion or that of my general officers, to keep any greater 
body of men in that quarter, where they would have been diſ- 
perſed, and of conſequence extremely inſecure. 

I have light parties lying cloſe on the enemy's lines, to watch 
their motions, and who will be ready to act in conjuction with 
lord Sterling's diviſion and ſuch other troops as it may be neceſ- 
ſary to detach ; though I think, —and ſo do the reſt of the offi- 
cers,—that no event is likely to take place that will require 


more, ſince the idea of forcing their lines, or bringing on a ge- 


nearl engagement on their own ground, is univerſally held in- 


compatiable with our intereſt, and that that number is ſufficient 


to avail us of any advantages we can expect to ariſe from their 
retreating from Amboy, fuppoſing notice of the fact ſhould be 
obtained. Their contiguity.to the Sound, and the ſmall dif- 
tance acroſs it (having boats prepared to paſs in), will enable 
them to get off (ſhould they lo inchne) againſt every prudent 
and juſtifiable exertion on our part. Whether fuch is their de- 
ſign, is more than I can politively determine but there is every 
reaſon to believe that they have been and are tranſporting 
their baggage to Staten-Iſland, and making every preparation ta 
embark on board their tranſports for ſome new expedition. 
Your favour of the twenty-fourth I juſt now received, and 
am extremely obliged by your cordial congratulations on the e- 
nemy's retreat from Brunſwic, and favorable interpretation of 


the event to my conduct.— The reſolution you did me the ho- 


nor to tranſmit ſhall have my attention. 

It is much to be regretted, that an expreſs ſent off to general 
Maxwell on ſaturday night, to inform him of general Greene's 
movement towards Brunſwic that he might conduct himſelf ac- 
cordingly, did not reach him. Whether the expreſs went de- 
ſignedly to the enemy, or was taker, is not known: but there is 
reaſons to believe he fell into their hands. If general Maxwell 
had received the order, there is no doubt but their whole rear 
guard would have been cut off. This the enemy confeſſed 


themſelves, as we are well informed by perſons in Bonemtown. ' 


y a reconnoitring party juſt returned, it is reported as a 


Mat- 
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5 det abt whether 2 br the enemy Favs. RAMOS? 


om, ; though it is almoſt certain wes. he Have tranſpoitag = 
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al of their baggage. e e 
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ON cborſdzy aer zug general Howe advanced with his 
whale ne in ſeveral columns, from Amboy, as far as Weſt⸗ 
feld. We are certainly informed that the troops ſent io Stat- 
. returned the preceding evening, and, it is ſaid, with 
an augmentation of marines, fo that carrying them there Mas a 
feint with intention to deceive us. His deſign in this ſudden 
movement was either to bring on a - general engagement upon 
uiſadvantageous terms, conſidering matters in any point of view, 
Dor to cut off our light parties, and lord Sterling's diviſion 
which was ſent down to fupport them;—or to poſſeſs, himſelf of 
the heights and paſſes in the mountains on our left. The two 
laft ſeemed to be the firſt objects of his. f intention, as his march 

was rapid againſt theſe e ons indicated a en diſpolition 
to 'Fain' thoſe paſſes. ent bl Firing,” pat; GALT 
# Ja this ftuation of affairs it was albu . neceſlary 
abit we ſhould move our force from the low. grounds, to occupy 
*the heights before them; which was effected. As they advan- 
eed, they fell in with ſome of our light parties and part of lord 
Sterling s divifion, with which they had ſome pretty ſmart ſkir - 
miſhing, with but very little loſs. I believe on our ſide, except 
in three field- pieces which unfortunately fell into the enemy's 
hands; but, not having obtained returns yet, I cannot deter- 
mine it with e ; nor can we aſcertain what the en 8 
"Joſs was. | — | 
As ſoon as we had oulnad the e 1 mae te A body of 
ght troops under brigadier-general Scott, to hang on their 
flank, and to watch their motions; and ordered Morgan's corps 
of riflemen to join him fince.—The enemy remained at; Welt- 
field till yeſterday afternoon, when, about three o'clock, ithey 
moved towards Spanktown; with our light troops in their xear 
and purſcing. - The enemy have N * ae them, and 


it is ſaid, burned ſome houſes. 81 D 
102 24 Wave the honor to be, &c, „ onal 99 1 ebe. 8 
Ne Xx 7 "5 15 M19. 090 79 vth 
FJ * 1 egy 3 


"He cad 


_circumftances may require. 


OFFICIAL LETTERS, ” 


| Head-Yyarters, e June 20 um g chock P. M. 


StR, * 
I HAVE not been able to KW yet with any Pak 


of preciſion the loſs ſuſtained by the enemy in the ſeveral ſkir-- 


miſhes on thurſday, though we have many reaſons to believe it 
was much more confiderable than what it was apprehended to 
be when I had the honor of addreſſing you upon the ſubject. 
The incloſed copy of a letter from lord Stirling contains the 
fulleſt and moſt particular information that I have received: 
and the accounts given by ſundry inhabitants to perſons who 
have been in the neighborhood where the ſkirmiſhes were, and 
where the men were encamped, countenance this intel 
ence. 


As to our loſs, as e by the enemy, I am e it 


is exaggerated beyond all bounds of truth or neee * 
ing aſſured by lord Stirling that it was trifling,—and by ſu 


deſerters as have come in, chat they ſaw but very few — 


taken. It would have been certainly known before this (that 


is, the number not yet returned), had not ſome of the parties, 
and I believe the molt which were then out, joined the corps : 
ſince detached. 

In reſpe& to the enemy's. agg or intended movements, 
they are not to be determined. It is certain they got into Am- 
boy yeſterday evening; and, from advices this morning from 
officers ſent to South- Amboy to obſerve their motions, there 
were ſtrong reaſons to conclude they were evacuating the town, 
as their horſe had gone over to Staten-Ifland, and as ſeveral 
boats were alſo paſſing with baggage, and others with troops. 
There were further circumſtances favoring this opinion, ſuch 
as apparent breaches in ſome of their lines: yet general Sullt- 


van informs me by a letter juſt now received, that, from all 


the intelligence he has been able to obtain to-day, he does not 


_ think they have any ſerious intention of quitting it, and that all 


their movements are a feint, calculated merely to deceive, and 
to cover ſome plans they have in ven, N 

I have two brigades, Scott's and Conway* 5,—nOW lying at 
and near Woodbridge, as corps of obſervation, and to 94 as 
General Sullivan was down in the 
ſame neighborhood with his. diviſion, till this evening, when 
he returned, it appearing to him unneceſſary to remain longer, 


and that the brigades I have mentioned would be {ullicieat for 
any event likely to take place. 


l have the honor to be, &. 5 . 
8 | M P. 8. June 


— — ao mes ces 
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8.8 1 W intelligence received laſt a 
opinion that the enemy are evacuating Amboy. ſeems t 
more confirmed. 

As the facts in lord Stirling's letter are rather taken up on 
report than from any certain knowledge of their having 1ap- 
pened, I cannot conſider them ſufficiently authentic for publi- 
oation; nor are they tranſmitted for that purpoſe, though I am 
well perſuaded the enemy's loſs was much more confi iderable 

than it was at firſt imagined to be. It has been reported to me 
to-day that the enemy took flxty- four priſoners in the Whole.— 
Whether they were all of our army, or in part countrymen, 4 
cannot decide; for having detached at that time a number of 
light parties, and many of them having fallen in with the corps 
ordered out ſince, returns could not be made with accuracy. 
The priſoners taken by us were thirteen, two of whom are 
light dragoons, the reſt infantry.— Generals Scott and Conway 
intended to move towatds Amboy this morning: but it is pro- 
-bable- the x rain bas e them. | | 


5 45 = #21 &; nts ths hk 
py * — Fl 


Had Boaters, Middlebrook, July 1 4, 1777. 


-YESTERDAY afternoon. the enemy totally evacuated 
bd nec and encamped oppoſite to it on Staten-Iſland. Cene- 
ral Scott entered directly after; and poſting guards to ſecure 
any ſtores they might have left, he withdrew his brigade, and 

halted; about four miles from thence. This it was expedient to 
do, it being night when he entered, and his remaining there 
might have induced the enemy, whoſe boats were ready, to 
throw over a ſuperior force in his rear. He wrote me, he 
ſhould return this morning, and bring off whatever ſtores, he 
may find: though there is little reaſon to expect that they have 
left any thing valuable behind. When I am more particularly 


informed upon the ſubject, I ſhall take the RY of Lade fing 
vou on the ſame. 
A qhave the honor to be, Kc. 


RY 2 
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vt Sik, 58 Camp at Mildlebrook, 1 * 


HE incloſed copies of general St. Clair's letters, tranf- 
mitted yeſterday afternoon and laſt night by general Schuyler, 


I have thought it my duty to ſend you. The intelligence they 


contain 1 is — and intereſting; nor are there circumſtan- 


e 


IAT LETTERS, & 


ces wanting beſides theſe, to induce a belief, or at leaft to'raiſe 
a, ſtrong preſumption, that the enemy have in contemplation a 
junction of their two armies by way of the lakes and the North- 
river. If they have their whole Canada force on the former, 
it is certainly their object. | | „ T3. >» £CS 7275 £1 0193 N | 
On receiving theſe accounts, I wrote immediately to general 


| 5 


P tnam to embark Nixon's brigade for reinforeing the northern 


„ 
5 
14 


army, —to wait however the arrival or near approach of gene- 
rals Parſons and Varnum's brigades from this place, who march 
this morning, —or the coming in of an equal number of /militra 
to ſupply their place before they ſail. This I have done by the 
advice of my general officets, and is all that is thought prac 
ticable in the preſent uncertain indeterminate ſituation of things. 
The reſt of the army here will be held in readineſs to move ar- 
cording to information and circumſtances. „ $315 9r6 
As L have obſerved, if we were certain general Burgoyne 
was approaching Ticonderoga with his whole. army, I ſheutd 
not heſitate a moment in concluding that it is in conſequence of 


ern 
130195 


a preconcerted plan with general Howe, and that the latter is 


to co-operate with him, by puſhing his whole force up the 
North-river, and aiming a ſtroke in the firſt inſtance aud imme. 
diately againſt the Highland paſſes. But as the appearance of 
the enemy on the lake may be a feint calculated to amuſe and 
diſtract (though it may ſeem like a real attack), to draw this 
army to Peek{kill and more to the northward, that general 
Howe may with more facility turn his arms againſt Philadel- 

hia,—it has been determined unadviſable for us to move till 
we have further proofs of his intentions, and that our conduct 
mult be governed by t I T6 1 2 end 3HOH 

Our ſituation is truly delicate and embarraſſing. Should we 
march to Peekſkill, leaving general Howe on Staten-Ifland, 
there will be nothing to prevent him paſſing to South-Amboy, 
and puſhing from thence to Philadelphia, or in ſhort by any 
other route ; though the marching ſuch of his troops from' the 
point oppoſite Amboy as were encamped there, and the {ailing 
of. the ſhips from Princeſs-bay yeſterday morning, are circum- 
ſtances indicating that an embarkation has or will take place. 
On the other hand, if the North-river and the poſſeſſion of 
the Highlands are his objects, our remaining here till his views 


are-certainly known may ſubject us to a riſk that we-with to 


avoid. 


* a - 


Thus, let us examine matters as we will, diffculties ſtare us 


— 
. 


in the face. We ſhall attempt to conſult, and to do the beſt 


we cafti,T have written to generals Putnam and George Clin- 
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„ GENERAL WASHINGTON 
ton fully upon the ſubjeR, urging them to put forth eve ex- 
extton jertheir power, and inſtantly to call in a reſpectable b dy 
of 1 militia to aid in the defence of thoſe important poſts at this 
eHtieaf eonjinfture. I truſt they will come out; their ſervices 
in all probability will not be wanted but for a very ſhort time. 
I muſt earneftly requeſt that you will ſend Mr. Stewart, the 
e commiſſary-general, to camp immediately, There is 
fon to apprehend the army will be in great diftreſs and con- 
fuſſon for want of ifſuing commiffaries in three or four days. 
On ſaturday, thoſe with Mr. Trumbull declare they will leave. 
Him, without they are put on a different footing from What 
they now are, I need not mention the conſequences that will 
reſult from ſuch an event, if there Are not others here to ſup- 
ply their places, 

There is one thing more I would add, 3 OY 5 that Share. d 
are not more than forty thouſand dollars in the military cheſt, 
and two months? pay due to all the army, except two or thaes. 
regiments which have juſt obtained warrants. A hundred and 
fifty-fix thouſand, out of the laſt ſupply ſent the paymaſter, 1 
was obliged to order to Peekſkill for the troops in that-quars 
ter, whoſe demands are great and preſſing alſo. I muſt cara 
neftly entreat that you will forward a ſupply directly to the 
pzymaſter :—ſhould we be obliged to move before the troops. 
are paid, much uneaſineſs and murmuring will be the re 
attendants, and, I fear, ſomething worſe. lage 

As the enemy will adopt every ſtratagem and devios ow de- 
ctive and diftrat us, —notwithſtanding the preſent appearance 
in favor of their making an expedition up the North-river 1 


doubt not hut you will have the moſt vigilant look-outs kept 


alon Delawaxe-bay, and proper expreſſes and fignals, for com- 
municating the earlieſt intelligence. I think it would be high. 
Jy expedient that ſome ſenſible judicious men ſhould be em- 
ployed in that buſineſs at this time, who would view things as 
they ought to be, and from whoſe accounts certain inferences. 
and concluſions may be drawn, fo. as to form a proper line for. 
our conduct. The moſt fatal conſequences may flow from falſe 
information at this period: things ſhould be examined with all 
poſſible certainty, I ſhall not be ſurpriſed to hear of ſeveral 
ſhips appearing in or off Delaware, though general Howe's deſ- 
tination ſhould be elſewhere. Their fleet give them the moſt 
forms advantages, and an opportunity of Practiſing z thouſand ' 
ents. 

x Ae the honor to be * 
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vide ben Hl, belt, Merritown, 5 7 % Pots 
„i I Was this morning honored with yours of the ; 


with lundty reſolves of Congrels to which I ſhall pay dug a At< 


TT CTY 
tention. 118 1! 


No change has 1100 place in the Gtuation, of. the Fees 


upon Staten-Ifland fince I wrote to you on the fifth: hut 
have this morning received an account trom Elizabethtown, 
which mentions that a perſon had juſt come from the iſland,, 
who informs that ſmall craft are conſtantly plying between, 
New. Vork and the fleet, laden with officers“ baggage and, 
ſtores put up in packages, and marked with their names and. 
regiments; and that tranſports are fitted up with ſtalls over, 
their main decks for the reception of horſes. This looks as 
if a longer voyage was intended than up the North- river. 
I have given notice to all the eaſtern ſtates to be upon, their. 
Rint ſhould the fleet put to ſea and Heer that way: aud 
ink the works upon and obſtructions in the Delaware 1 


"Tf 


LE © 2? 


3 ſhall make inquiry into the WE: oft of a arms 5 4 en Hes . 
Springfield: and if wm can poſhibly be ſpared to the ſtate o 


Connecticut, they mall 


— Trumbull. „General Knox apes the a de 
at 


ter. r 
Jam pleaſed to . that a an of money is upon the 1272 
as there is two months? pay due to the . 
I have the honor to be, &c. * W.. 
P., S. The incloſed piece of information is Juſt ſent to me, 
by: general Forman, which is confirmed in ſeveral particulars. 
"won two > deſerters from the fleet, who left it TROTTER morning. 
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Sim, 015 5 e — July 97 * 7577. 


ral of proviſions, and the information you will receive from 
major Hoops, will convince Congreſs of the difireſs,and.gon- 
6n prevailing in that department. Without ſomething is 
done in 1 ark. Mr. Trumbull * this army muſt be 
diſbanded. > 


+ 
1 
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THE ineloſed copy of a letter from the commiſſaryigene- 
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92 GENERAL WASHINGTON's = 
diſbanded : if the. preſent difficulties continue; it is impoſſible 


ite ean exiſt. L entreat Congreſs to take the matter under their 
moſt early confideration, and to make ſuch. proviſion. as the 

exigency and importance. of the caſe demands. I know not 
but we ſhall be obliged to move in the courſe of a few hours; 
when, from the ſituation of things in this line we ſhall have 


more to dread, than from the enemy. rs > His e eee 
I have the honor to be, &c. | ir e AY 
„ SI  Morriftown, July 10, 1777. 


I THIS morning received a letter of the ſeventh inſtant 
from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its incloſure, I 
herewith ſend you. The intelligence. which they contain is 

truly intereſting, ſuppoſing it juſt : but it differs ſo widely from 
what we had reafon to expect from the accounts mentioned in 
general St. Clair's letters to general Schuyler (copies of which 
you would receive in his letter . tranſmitted from hence laſt 
night by major Hoops) that I would: fain flatter myſelf it is not 
true. I am the more encouraged to hope this, as captain Far- 
mam's letter from Fort-Ann to brigadier Learned ſeems to be 
the foundation of the whole, and does not authoriſe the unfa- 
vorable and unhappy concluſions built upon it. I ſhould ra- 
ther ſuppoſe, if any accident has befallen us, it muſt have hap- 
ened to the detachment of men from the Grants, under colo- 
nel Warner: for we find from general St. Clair's letters, he 
expected ſomething from him. — The whole account is ſo con- 
Fuſed that we cannot eſtabliſh any certain deduction from it; 
and I ſhall be happy if it proves premature and groundleſs. 
I am told by a gentleman who came to camp yeſterday even- 
ing, that Nixon's brigade would certainly arrive at Albany on 
tue ſday morning, as he ſaw the veſſels, in which it was em- 
barked ſtanding up the evening before with a fair wind, -- 
Ik the event mentioned by general Schuyler ſhould not have 
3 happened, we cannot doubt but general Burgoyne has come, up 
| | the lake, determined, if poſſible, to carry his point, —I mean, 

1 tg poſſeſs himſelf of our poſts in that quarter, and to puſh his 
arms. further. Suppoſing rhis not to have happened, as our 
continental levies are ſo deficient in their number, our ſecurity 
and. dafety will require that aids from the militia ſhould be 
called forth in caſes of emergency: if it has, there is now an 
abſolute neceſſity for their turning out to eden 
goyne's progreſs; or the moſt dilagreeable ee the: 
r E 


N . we 


-»% 4 ” 
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be apprehended. Upon this octafion I would take the liberty 
. Congrefs the propriety of ſending an active, fpi- 
kite 3 


officer, to conduct and lead them on. If general Arnold 
Has fettled his affairs, and can be ſpared from Philadelphia 1 
would recommend him for this buſineſs, and that he ſfiould im- 
mediately ſet out for the northern department: he is active, 
judicious, and brave, and an officer in whom the militia will 
repoſe great confidence. Beſides this, he is well acquainted 
with that country, and with the route? and moſt important 
paſſes and defiles in it. I do not think he can render more 


| ſignal ſervices, or be more uſefully employed at this time, than 


in this way. I am perfuaded his preſence and activity will 
animate the militia greatly, and ſpur them on to a becoming 
conduct. I could with him to be engaged in a more agreeable- 
ſervice,—ro be with better troops: but circumſtances call for 
his exertions in this way, and I have no doubt of his adding 
much to the honors he has already acquire. 
„In conſequence of the advices from general St. Clair, and 
the ſtrong probability there is that general Howe will puſh 
againſt the Highland paſſes to co-operate with general Bur- 
goyne, I ſhall, by the advice of my officers, move the arm“ 
rom hence to-morrow morning towards the North- river. It? 
ſuch ſhould be his intention, we ſhall not be too early, as a fas 
vorable Wind and tide will carry him np in a few hours. On 
the other hand, if Philadelphia is his object, he connot get 
round before we can arrive there; nor can he well debark his 


troops, &. and proceed acrofs the land; before we can oppoſe 


him. I have the honor to be, &e. G. W. 
i nant Br © 14.7 


=== | eit +: Ol 
cio Mig ki ar mand Pompton Plains, Fuly 12, 1777. 


When I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, I hoped the 
intelligence received reſpecting our affairs in the northera depart- 
ment was not true, or at leaſt that they were not ſo unfavorable 
as they were then repreſented. But the incloſed copy of a letter 
from general Schuyler, which came to hand yeſterday evening, 
confirms it, moſt unhappily for us, in its fulleſt latitude. THis 
event (the evacuation of our poſts on the lake), — Among the 
moſt unfortunate that could have befallen us, —is rendered mote 
intereſting by the manner in which it took place. 1 havens 
8 information upon the ſubject than what the copy Son. 
tains, and hall be happy to hear by the next advices, that the 


main bonly of the army, of whole fituation general Schuyler 


knew 


—— — - 
——— —— — 
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„ GENERAL WASHINGTON" | 


w with certaint: bave not become priſoners : for 1 fe 
be | the dif) Stich they diſcovered on this diſtreſſing ai 4 
of would ave ſurrendered to the enemy, in cafe they 
wi 8 them, though inferior in number.. e * 
Ji In relpedt to general Schuyler's demands; 11 is not Oy FO R 
power to comply with the whole of them. Not a Angle tent 
can be furniſhed: - the kettles will be, and are ordered on; and 
an expreſs i is going to Springfield for all the muſket- cartrigges, | 
ſixty barrels of powder, and a proportionable quantity of lead 
and cartridge-paper for his uſe. Ten pieces of artillery, with 
harneſs, are alſo ordered, with proper officers, from' Peekſkill. 
I have written to him to procure horſes and drivers himſelf; as 
they are to be obtained with mich more eaſe where be is, ike 
here: nor can he be ſupplied with the heavy cannon which he 
requeſts, ſuppoſing them neceſſary, —not having one to ſpare 
om a more important uſe, —the defence of the Highlands. 
n Putnam, I imagine, will be with him before this, as 
his, regiment is part of Nixon's brigade, —who- will anfwer « 
2 purpoſe he can poſſibly have for an engineer at- this cri- 
A ſupply of intrenching tools was fent him four br five 
98 s ago, in conſequence of an application then made. 
& 1 ſhould be extremely happy if our fituation would e me 
to afford him a large reinforcement of men: but I cannot ich 
any degree of propriety, in the opinion of my general officer: 
ſend more to his aid at this time than a number of recruits G 
the march from- Maſſachuſetts ſtate, belonging to ſome of the 
regiments under his command, who amount to fix hundred at 
Pet and are now, I expect, pretty well advanced towards 
eekſkill. With this augmentation to chat he already has,— 
ſuppoſing general St. Clair and his force to have come in, and 
any number of his militia to have turned out, —he will have an 
army, equal if not ſuperior to general Burgoyne's, from the 
only accounts we have obtained. Beſides this 'confideration, it 
1s molt probable that general Burgoyne will ſuſpend his opera- 
tions till general Howe makes a movement and an effort on his 
part. His deſigns, I think, are moſt unqueſtionably againſt the 
Highlands, and that he will nne. the execution as ſoon as 
poſſible. 

We have been prevented marching ta-d ay by the haben; ; but, 
as ſoon as the weather permits, ſhall 3 as expeditiouſſy as 
we can towards the North- river, and croſs or not, as ſhall appear 
neceflary from circumſtances, 

In my laſt I took the liberty” of ſuggeſting the propriety of 
feadiog an active officer to animate the militia that wy ae 
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die fer checking general Burgoyne's progrels, at 
general Arnold for that purpoſe. Being more wn more co EY 
vinced of the important advantages that will refylt from 16 


preſence and conduct, I have thought it my duty to tepeat my 
wiſhes on the ſubject, and that he may without a moment,” 8 lols. 


of time, ſet out from Philadelphin for that purpoſe,. by 
When this arrives, it is likely general Howe's intention will 


bk well underſtood: but whether it is or not, as there are ſtrong 


reaſons to believe his operations will be up the North-river and 
on the eaſt ſide of it, I ſhall take the liberty to recommend 
the ſending on the North- Carolina and other continental troops 
at Philadelphia, to Join this army, unleſs Congreſs have ſome 


information that a ſouthern expedition is intended, of which * 


am not appriſed. 


If — have taken colonel Prodtor and his corps into the 


ſervice of the ſtates: it will be expedient for them to come on 
with all the field-artillery which cologel Flowers the commiſſa- 

may have ready. This J have been induced to mention, ha- 
ving heard Congreſs were about to adopt them, and as our de- 
mand for aNer s is great. I would alſo obſerve that the i- 
tuation of our affairs has become ſo delicate and embarraſſing by 
the late misfortune we have experienced, that it is much to be, 
wiſhed ſome expedient could be come. into, if there be any more 
efficacious than what has been already recommended, for filling 
and completing the ſeveral regiments. | At preſent they only 
count. in number, but not in force, being moſt ae Ae 
cient in their juſt complements. 

Your letter of the eighth was duly received; and, nero itz 
to your requeſt, I communicated to generals Greene and Kno 


the reſolution of Congreſs reſpecting them and general Sullivan, | 


the laſt of whom I have not ſeen ſince it ans to hand. 
E.. have the honor to be, &c. | 0 W. 
P. S. Half after eight P. M.—! this minute received a let- 
ter of the ninth from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of 
the Proclamation alluded to, you have incloſed. I fear more 
and more that general. St. Clair and his e are . 1 7 
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16 we ARRIVED hes abi afterngpn vith the army; AE a 
guing march, owing to the roads, Which have become 
ech, deep and miry from the late rains. I intend to pro- 
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96 GENERAL WASHING TON's 
eecd;in the morning towards the North-xiver if the weather 


permits: at preſent it is cloudy and heavy, and there, is al 


pearance of more rain. 
By the expreſs who will deliver this. 1 juſt, now, Son ol A 


letter from general Schuyler, adviſing for the firſt time that ge- 


neral St. Clair is not in the hands of the enemy. As the ex- 
preſs has a large packet for Congreſs from general Schuyler, 1 
preſume they will be informed of all the intelligence he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of reſpecting our affairs in his department, and there fore 
hall not trouble them with a copy of his letter to myſelf upon 
the ſubject. I ſhould be happy if pon, Rad more ae 
N than they ſeem to have. | 

= Have the honor to be, See. 8 cara gh 8. W. 


eh, en E near hs Clove, Fuly ” 2727. 


by wh WAS yeſterday evening honored with yours of the four- 
teenth.—I have heard nothing from the northward ſince my laſt. 
l this day received advice from Staten-Iſland, that, on ſunday 
ſeventy ſail of the enemy's ſhips fell down Gm the, watering: 
place to the Hook: but whether they have fince. gone ont to 
ſea, I have not heard. Till I have more certain information of 


the ſtate of our affairs to the northward, and of general Howe's 


real intentions I have concluded to halt the army at this place, 


from whence I can either march forward 0 return as gircum- 


ſtances may require. (Tere 
If general Nath ſhould: not have ne = march before. this 
Wachse you, be pleaſed to order him to proceed as fat as Tren- 


ton only, and there wait my further orders. In caſe he ſhould 


have marched, be pleaſed to diſpatch an expreſs after him with. 
orders to halt at Trenton. 
I am pleaſed to hear that you have taken colonel Proctor's 


corps of artillery into continental ſervice... You will be kind e- 
nough to order them to join the army immediately: for I ex- 
pect the light artillery in a few days from the eaſtward; and 
Artillery-men will be wanted to man them. 


1 have no doubt but the militia from the weſtern parts of 
e will turn out to general Schuyler? 8 1 
oſe of this ſtate and Jerſey will to mine, ſhould th 


A halb be very happy if the committee of Copgrelucap arrange 


tlie commiſſary's de partment in ſuch E manner 1 fart 125 the 
Tenn concerned in the buſineſs, and at the ne Be ve to 


r 
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_ Kupply® the army with more regulatity than has been done for 
ſome time paſt. I can aſſure you the complaints Tore Deen ma- 
"wy of late, and not without foundation. 


— ry ry honor to We „„ | 6. W. 
3” S een po 24h 3 5 3 at 1 „ clos 150 6. 1777. 


* BEG teres to congratulate Congreſs on the captivity of 
_ js general Preſcot and one of his. aides. The particulars of 
this fortunate event you will find in the incloſed extract of a 
letter this minute received from general Spencer, which, I pre- 
ſume, are at large in the packet Mr. Greenleaf will deliber. 


| Lieutenant-colonel Barton who conducted the enterpriſe, and 


the ſmall handful under his command, have great merit. I ſhall 
immediately propoſe to general Howe his exchange for that of 


| major-general Lee, which if acceded to, will not only do away 


one ground of 'controverſy between general Howe and myſelf, 
but will releaſe lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſſian 
feld-officers, and Pens Ls wma e of an W n 
of ours in his hands. 
In mine of this morning I defited that colon! Proctorꝰs 1 
Tn ſhould join this army without Tois of time. Upon c i 
lting general Knox, we-are of opinion they had beet Halt at 
Trenton with general Naſh till further orders, as the operations 
of general Howe are not yet perfectly underſtood. I have 
nothing new from the northern department, — and only to add, 
that I have the honor to > be, N | over reſpect, ſir, your "moſt 


obedient ſervant, 4 | G. W. 
* anc mus Sw at the Glebe. July 18, 1777. 


| 1-JUST now received a letter from general Schuyler, 'of 
BY fourteenth inftant, incloſing the proceedings of the council 
of war which he alludes to, a copy of which, and of his letter, 
I herewith tranſmit. He repreſents matters in a diſtreſſing 
point of view :—T' believe they are bad'; but I hope they are 
not ſo 'alarming as they are painted by him. | 
My letter of the twelfth would adviſe Congreſs how fact bis 
demand of neceſſaries had or would be complied with. In ad- 
dition to the ſupplies then ordered, I directed a day or tw af- 
ter, fix tons of muſket- ball to be forwarded to him about Peeks- 
kill with all poſſible expedition, which I doubt not, have _— 
riv 
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rived at, Albany. As to ſending him more troops Ahan bebe 
mentioned in my letter above referred to, it is nat in mg. 
5 ang 1 am perſuaded the force be now. has, with 
Ir as may be had from the militia, if well . 
wou greatly if not effectually ſtop, general Burgoyav's: * 
reſs. | - 
5 General Arnold artived Here laſt night, and ill ſet. . this 
evening for Albany. From his activity and diſpoſition for en 


N 


terpriſe, I flatter myſelf his preſence and aſſiſtance in that quar- 


ter will be attended with happy conſequences ;. I am well aſſur- 


ed his utmoſt exertions will be employed to battle Fe nen 


views : and, wiſhing that they may ſucceed, 
=! have the honor to be, c. 6. w. | 


* 


To the Connie of Congreſs ena _—_—_ to the Camp 4 le 


1 5 | Comp at the Clove, 70) 19, waht 


THE little notice bad of your coming to the army, and 
the ſhortneſs of your ſtay at camp, will more than probably ad- 
cafion the omiſſion of many matters which of right ought to be 
laid before you; and the interruption, which my thoughts con- 
ſtantly meet by a variety of occurrences, muſt apologiſe for the 
erude and indigeſted manner. in which they, are offered. g I 
The completion of the continental regiments is a matter af 
ſuch infinite importance, that I think no means ſhould ole 
uneſſayed to accomplith it. Draughting, where the powers of 
government are adequate, Wo; be the ſpeedieſt and moſt effec- 
tual: but if it ſhould be thought unadviſable to attempt this 
mode,—next to it I would recommend that the buſineſs of - 16+ 
eruiting ſhould be taken entirely out of the hands of the offi- 
cers of the army, and that each itate ſhould appoint ſome petſon 
of known activity (one, for inſtance, who has been a good under- 
ſheriff) in each County or townſhip, not only to recruit, but to 
apprehend deſerters ; —theſe perſons to be liberally rewarded 
for each recruit and deſerter whom they ſhall deliver, at ſtated 
periods and places, to officers appointed to receive, diſcipline, 
and march them to the army none of theſe recruiters to have 


the ſmalleſt power to act out of their own Kilkee but, to be 
Abſolutely fixed to them: 


A Asp: MC} 4.5 


A mode of this kind would, in my humble opinion, be. leſs 
burdenſome to the public than the preſent.— prevent the idle 
bibs "which recruiting officers contract, not only — o 
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1 4 
themſelves, but to others, —the molt ete&ual n 93 7 4 ca 


be fleviſed for the recovery of deſerters, the [ une br | 
_ keepihg your regiments of equal {trength, and of making the | 


duty more equal in the detail of it; in a word many valuable 
advantages would reſult from it. whilſt I can ſuggelt But 129 5 
reaſon againſt it, —and that (fully ſatisfied I am), hen Neeig 

ed in thé fcale of intereſt, will not operate, — I mean, hk N 
ing ſo many officers in camp, who might be ſpared from the 
duties of the field till the regiments are ſtrongez than at preſent. 


The fixteen additional regiments labor under ſuch. difady auta gos 
in ſome ſtates, as to render the 5 of Congrels,' in. fon 


* or other, indiſpenſably neceflary. 14, #6 0 ol Þ 
ith reſpe& to food, conſidering we are in ſuch an a 


and abundant 3 no army was ever worſe 3 than 


laſt a . is Nen to be /c[cribed he 1 =-0 
diſeaſes incident to the army, and the lamentable mortality that 
attended us laſt campaign. If theſe evils can be remedied; tha 
expenſe and trouble ought not to be obſtacles : though. ſoms 
kinds of vegetables are not to be had, others. are, whichitg- 
gether with ſour krout and Vinegar, | m1 by eafily. be had, if 
proper perſon acquainted with the buff ſs were employed 


| topo: * 2 abs 


Soap is another article in great demand. The continental 
allowance-i is too ſmall : and, dear as every neceflary of 'hfe. is 
NOW. got, a foldier's pay will not enable him to purchaſe; by 

which means his conſequent dirtineſs adds not a. little to- the 
diſeaſes i in the army. 


N by | {a 208! 147 


I have no reaſon to accuſe the elothier-geveral. of 1 inattention 


70 his department; and therefore, as his lupplies. are.zncompe- 
tent to the wants of the army, I am to ſuppoſe his reſoutees are 


unequal. Ought not each ſtate then to be called upoß dg dra 


ſuch fopplies from the country manufactories, as can he afford- 
ed? particularly ' of ſhoes, Rockings, .thirts and blankets,—-arti- 


| cles N ' neceſſary, and of which ſcarce too many can 


be 
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be provided: —in the mean while, every proviſion to be mak- 
ing, for clothing the troops uniformly and warm in the winter. 
It is a maxim which needs no illuſtration, that nothing can b 
of more importance in an army, than the clothing and feeding 
it well. On theſe the health, comforts, and ſpirits of the ſol- 
diers eſſentially depend; and it is a melancholy fact, that the 
American army are miſerably defective in both theſe reſpects. 
The diſtreſs moſt of them are in for want of clothing is painful 
to humanity, diſpiriting to themſelves, and diſcouraging to 
every officer, It makes every pretenſion to the prefervation 
of cleanlineſs impoſſible, expoſes them to a variety of diforders, 
and abates or deſtroys that military pride, without which no- 
thing can be expected from any army. | | 
| "The conſequence of giving rank indiſcriminately is much to 
be dreaded :; great diſſatisfaction has already ariſen on account 
of beſtowing this on officers of the civil departments of the army, 
on the inferior ſtaff, waggon-maſter, &c. who, by cuſtom, pro- 
priety, and every other motive, are excluded from it in all 
well-regulated armies. The too great liberality practiſed in 
this reſpe& will deſtroy the pride of rank where it ought to 
exiſt, and will not only render it cheap, but contemptible. It 
is the policy of all armies to make it , valued and reſpected, as 
a ſtimulus to emulation, and an incitement to bold and gallant 
undertakings : it muſt be very unadviſable therefore, in our in- 
fant ſtate of war, to adopt novel cuſtoms to bring it into diſ- 
credit, —which muſt and will be the conſequence of making it 
too common, beſides the diſguſt it creates in others- Cd 
An auditor of accounts, to be conſtantly with the army, is 
abſolutely requifite. It is impoſſible for me, crowded as I am 
with other buſineſs, to examine and adjuſt the numerous com- 
plex accounts of the army with that correctneſs the public have 
a right to expect, before warrants paſs for payment; and with- 
out doing it, great impoſitions may follow. The proviſion for 
making regimental paymaſters regulate all regimental accounts 
is altogether incompetent to the end propoſed from it : for 
theſe men being appointed generally agreeable to the recom- 
mendation of the field-officers of the regiments they belong to, 
aſſociating conſtantly with the officers of their corps, and in a 
75 meaſure under their controul, - cannot be conſidered as 
ufficiently uninfluenced: nor are auditors at a diſtance from 
the army of much uſe, as it would require a delay not admiſſi- 
ble, to ſend accounts to them to audit before they were paſſed 
and paid in conſequence of warrants from the commander-in- 
chief of the army. 9 ö 
| A good 
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1 A good geographer, to ſurvey the roads and take ſketches 
of the country where the army is to act, would be extremely uſe- 
ful, and might be attended with exceeding. valuable conſequen- 
ces. He might with propriety have the chief direction of the 
guides, and muſt have a head to procure, govern, and pay them. 
if ſuch a perſon, ſhould be approved of, I would beg leave to 
recommend Mr. Robert Erſkine, who is thoroughly ſkilled in 
this. buſineſs, has already aſſiſted us in making maps of the 
country, and has (as I am informed) uniformly ſupported the 
character of a faſt friend to America. | i 55 


53 


A ſmall travelling preſs, to follow head- quarters, would be 
productive of many eminent advantages. It would enable us 
to give ſpeedy and exact information of any military tranſac- 
tions that take place, with proper comments upon them, and 
thereby fruſtrate the pernicious tendency of falſchood and miſ- 
repreſentation, which, in my opinion, —of whatever complexion 
they may. be, —are, in the main, detrimental to our cauſe, If 
the people had a channel of intelligence, that, from its uſual 
authenticity, they could look up to with confidence, they might 
often be preſerved. from that deſpondency which they are apt 
to fall into from the exaggerated pictures our enemies and their 
emiſſaries among us commonly draw of any misfortunes wðe 
meet with, —and from that diffidence of truths favorable to us, 
which they muſt naturally feel from the frequent deception 
they are expoſed to by the extravagant colorings our friends 
often give to our ſucceſſes. . It would alſo be very uſeful to 
difpatch buſineſs in camp, being the moſt expeditious means of 
taking copies of orders or other matters that require to be, diſ- 

g, and would ſave a good deal in returns and other papers 

we are often obliged to get printed in Philadelphia. An in- 
enious man, to accompany this preſs and be we bp wholly 
in writing for it, might render it fingularly beneficial.  _ 
I am exceedingly embarraſſed how to diſpoſe of the French 
officers in general, but more eſpecially the artillery officers 
who are come out under the ſanction of a compact. I can 
think of no other way than that of forming a ſeparate corps of 
them, and draughting men from the ahi I to compoſe that 
corps: but even this will be attended with many diſa tecable 
effects: among others this is not the leaſt, that bt will 
think themſelves much injured to have the men they have had 
the trouble of raiſing, taken from them and given to others. 
There is ſomething in this which is diſcouraging, and breaks 
the ſpirit of a good officer who prides himſelf in having a full 
and complete corps. nne, 
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12 © "GENERAL WASHINGTON" | 
4 Steen has ariſen, whether a perſon who belongs to any of 


he United States of America, and who owed allegiance to any 
of the ſaid ſtates, that went to the enemy ſome time paſt. and 
fince that time has been lurking about any of the fortifications, 
or about any of the encampments of the armies of the United 
States, —plundering and driving off cattle to the enemy, re- 
cruiting for them or committing any ſuch atrocious crime,. 
or who is appointed an officer in the enemy's army,—can be 
tried by a general court martial, under the reſolution of Con- 
gage the twenty-firit of Auguſt, 1776, and puniſhed as'a 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


. 


an;: Camp, eleven miles in ibe Clove, July 22, 1777. 
WE have been under great embarraſſments reſpecting the 
intended operations of general Howe, and ſtill are, notwithſtand- 
ing the utmoſt pains to obtain intelligence of the ſame. At 
preſent it would appear that he is going out to fea. | By au- 
thentic information, there are only forty ſhips at New. Vork; 
the ref are gone elſewhere, and have fallen down between the 
Narrows and the Hook: between theſe two places, the number, 
from the moſt accurate obſervation, was about one hundred and 
twenty yeſterday, As I obſerved before, their deſtination is 
uncertain and unknown: but I have thought it my duty to in- 
form Congreſs of theſe facts, that they may give orders to the 
militia to hold themſelves in readineſs to march on the ſhorteſt 
notice, in caſe Philadelphia ſhould be their object. At the 
fame time'I am to requeſt that they will have a ſufficient num- 
ber of proper look-outs fixed at the capes of Delaware (to 
whoſe accounts implicit confidence may be given), to make the 
earlieſt reports of the arcival of any fleet, which Congreſs 
will tranſmit me by the ſpeedieſt conveyance. HS RS 

As the enemy will probably make many feints, and have it 
unhappily but too much in their power from their ſhipping, I 
wpuld adviſe that the look-outs ſhould be cautioned to be ex- 
tremely accurate in their obſervations and reports, mentioning 
with as much precifion as poſſible, the number of ſhips that 


may appe ar. Our ſituation is already critical, and may be ren- 


dered' ſtill more ſo by inaccurate and ill-grounded intelligence. 
From the advices received on ſaturday, of the movements of 
part of the enemy's ſhips, and the ſtrong reaſons there were to 


- {uppofe general Howe would puſh up the North-river to co- 


operate 
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operate with general Burgoyne, I detached lord Stirling with 
his diviſion to Peekſkill on ſunday morning they crbffed the 


riyer that evening and the next morning. This movement will 
prove unneceflary, ſhould his deſtination be to the ſouthward. 
I .have allo ordered general Nixon's brigade from Peekſkill to 
reinforce general Schuyler, from his repreſentations of the in- 
adequacy of his force to oppoſe general Burgoyne, and of the 
ſeeming backwardneſs of the people in that quarter to afford 
ham aid. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 3-4 G. W. 


P. 8. I think the works at Billingſport well worthy of at- 
tention „ and it is expedient to effect their completion as ſon 


as poſſible. 


** 
— 


Sig, ' Head Quarters, Ramapaugh, July 25, 1777. 
L HAVE /the.honor-to-inclaſe you a couple of letters 


_ which monſieur Davout, the bearer of this delivered me iu his 


behalf. You will perteive by them that he is defirous of en- 


tering. te dus ſer vice, and what his pretenßons have been in 
his own country. I have referred him to Congreſs to deter- 
mine on what footing he is to ſtand with us.—He requeſts me 


to mention that he would be glad of a decifion, and to be in- 


formed at once what can be done, whether he can be employed | 


or not, and in what capacity. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. | 


_ * 8 


— ” 


. Half ofter eight A. M. July 25, 1777. 


I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you the encloſed let- 
ter from governor Franklin, which came this minute by expreis. 
—As Mr. Franklin was confined by order of Congreſs, I could 
not think myſelf at liberty to anſwer him on the ſubject of his 
requeit, and therefore have referred it to their conſideration. 
At the ſame time I would oblerve his ſituation is diſtreſſing, and 


muſt intereſt all our feelings, as I have no doubt. of the great 
iadiſpofition of his lady.— I thould ſuppoſe, after his folemn al- 
{urances, aud being laid under ſuch further reſtictions as Con- | 


greſs may judge necellary to impoſe upon him, tht he might 


be indulged to ſee ber. Humanity and generoity plead pow- 


erfully io favour of his application, and 1 am certain it will be 
duly conſidered. If it is granted, he ſhould have the earlieſt 


Vos. 11. | = notice,” 
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| notice, or the end and the views of Congreſs may be Harpen 


ed in the death of Mrs. Franklin before his arrival. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 6 2» W. 


— — 


Camp at Ramapaugh, three miles from the Clove, July 25, 1777. 


SIR, 


I DO myſelf the honor to tropkaje you a copy of my let- 
ter to genera] Howe, of the fixteenth inſtant, propoſing an ex- 
change between generals Lee and Preſcot. I diſpatched it ear- 
ly the next morning, and preſume it got to hand on the eigh- 
teenth. As yet I have not received his anſwer. 

The amazing advantage the enemy derive from their ſhips 
and the command of the water, keeps us in a ſtate of conflant 
perplexity and the moſt anxious conjecture. We are not yet 
informed of their deſtination, nor can any plauſible concluſions 


be drawn reſpecting it, at leaſt not ſuch as appear ſatisfactoiy. 


What renders the matter ſtill more difficult and confuled, is 
their extreme inactivity and delay: for it is certain they began 
to embark immediately after the evacuation of Amboy, and 
now remain between the Narrows and the Hook, or were there 
when I was laſt adviſed upon the ſubje&t. 1 have. two sive 
officers, with an-eſcort, now out for the purpoſe of intelligence, 
and for reconnoitring their fituation from Fort- Lee and along 
the river in that neighborhood. | 
Things being thus circumſtanced, and various opinions, as to 
their real object, prevailing among us, —ſome ſuppoſing it to be 
Philadelphia, others the North-river, and others an expedition 
more eaſterly,—I would ſubmit it to Congreſs whether the mi- 
litia of the neighbouring counties ſhould not be immediately 
called to the firſt, or at Cheſter, - the lower counties, at Wil- 
mington. This meaſure appears to me highly expedient, and 
no objection can lie againſt it, of ſufficient validity to prevent 
it, as a few days muſt certainly determine their real deſigns.— 
Should they be againſt Philadelphia, and they have favorable 
winds, their voyage may be made in a ſhort time, when it may 
be too late to obtain their aid, and to arrange them properly 
for defence, ſuppoſing them to come in. I am the more induc- 
ed to recommend this meaſure, as the ſeveral objects we have 
to attend to neceſſarily oblige this army to continue at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from that place till their intentions are better 


underſtood ; and as they might by a ſudden and rapid puth at- 
tempt 
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tempt to effect ſome material capital ſtroke before we could get 
there, unleſs there is a reſpectable force to oppoſe them: for, 
though no great dependence can be put in a militia acting alone, 
nor a vigorous oppoſition expected from them (from the nature 
of things) to a diſciplined, well-appointed army, yet their ope- 
rations may be greatly retarded by them, and may be checked 
till other ſuccours arrive, The report of a force, eſpeciall/ if it 
is in any wiſe reſpectable, let it be of what ſort it may, will have 
ſome influence on their conduct, and may prevent enterpriſes 
that would otherwiſe be undertaken. * 
From the intelligence we received on ſaturday evening, that 
a number of the enemy's ſhips were ſtanding up the North- river, 
—and in the courſe of that and the preceding day, that forty 
ſail were in the Sound, going into Fairfield harbour, I had not 
the leaſt doubt in my mind but general Howe had in view a 
ſtroke againſt the Highlands and the fortifications there, and 
to co-operate with general Burgoyne. In conſequence of theſe 
advices I judged it expedient to move the army.the next morn- 
ing, from our then encampment, towards thoſe poſts. Lord 
Stirling's diviſion was ordered to take the route to King's-fer- 
ry, and to paſs the river to Peekſkill; and I proceeded myſelf 
with the remainder, which compoſed the main body, by the 
route leading through the Clove towards New-Windſor. We 
marched over a very difficult and rugged road till night, when 
we halted, —the firſt diviſion having advanced about eighteen 
miles. In this ſituation we lay till yeſterday morning, when, 
from the information received before reſpecting the enemy's 
fleet being at or near the Hook, and no further accounts of the 
ſhips in the Sound, a change in our meaſures took place. Ste- 
phen and Lincoln's diviſions were ordered to proceed to Cheſ- 
ter, (there to wait further directions, as a place from whence 
they may move with much more eaſe either to Philadelphia or 
Hudſon's river, being ſeven miles nearer the former, and equal- 
ly convenient to, the latter) and general Greene's diviſion to 
this ground. By dividing, and this arrangement, I am in hopes 
our niovements will be more expeditious, whercſoever they may 
be neceſſary. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 
P. S. In my letter of the twenty-third I mentioned 1 had 
ordered Nzxon's brigade as a further reinforcement to general 
Schuyler :—1 meant G/owver”s. | 
Four o'clock, P. M. This minute I received a letter of the 
twenty-ſecond from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of 


its incloſure, I herewith tranſmit. His letter of the twenty- 
| | firſt 
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rſt which he mentions has not come to hand. — Things ſeem 
All in an unpromiſing way in that quarter.— General Schuyler 
complains much of the want of artilleriſts:—it is not with me 
to ſatisfy his demands: be has at this time a much greater pro- 
portion of aitillerifts than this army, having regard Lo the «On 
tity of artillery. 

After ſealing my letter, I received, bv expreſs . e 
Moylan, a letter adviſing that the feet failed from the Hook 
yeſterday morning out to ſea. 


Sin, | MValy *, 1777, 
I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you the encloſed me- 
morandum of warlike ſtores wanted for an expedition to the ri- 
ver St. John's, which I received in a letter from general Heath, 
of the Exteenth inſtant.— The memorandum was ſent that I 
might order the ſtores to be ſupphed.—Not knowing that Con- 
grels have ſuch an expedition in view at this time, I do not con- 
ceive myſelf authoriſed to comply with the requiſition ; ; and 
therefore refer the matter to their conſideration, to direct there- 
in as they ſhall judge proper: but I would beg leave to obſerve, 
that I think the force, intended to be employed upon the occa- 
ſion, would render infinitely more important ſervices by rein- 
forcing the northern army, and athiting in the repulſe of gene- 
ral Burgoyne. The progreſs of his arms, and the deficiency in 
the quotas of men exacted from the ſtates to compole our amy, 
ſeem to forbid expeditions for conqueſt, and to demand our ut- 
moſt exertions to maintain what we already have .— Congreſs 
will he pleaſed to write to the Mafſtachuletts council on the ſub- 
ject, and a line to general Heath, that he may know how to go- 
vern himſelf reſpe<ting the application. 
I have the honor to be, &c. : G. W. 


Crofs-Roads, fixteen miles from Morriſovun, 2 clock P. AT. 
5 * 7 N 


SIR, 


Your letter of the 26th, with its incloſures, I met on the 
road.—' he ſubject of rank, which Congreſs have been pleat. 
ed to fubmit to my conſideration, ſhall have my attention 

as 

* Blank ia the origine: oa] July 27 or 28. 
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400 foon as circumſtances will admit, and the reſult be made 
known. 82 | 

General Genes diviſion, conſiſting of Moblenberg 5 Wee. 
don's brigades, is now here: it will proceed fix or fever miles 


further this evening.— Generals Sullivan and Stirling's diviſions 


have repaſſed Hudſon's river: the former will proceed by this 
route, — the latter by way of Paramus and Boundbrovk or Brunſ- 


wic General Stephen, with bis own and Lincoln's diviſion 
(general Lincoln being ordered to join general Schuyler) is 


marching on a back road from Cheiter, through Suſſex, to 
Howel's ferry on Delaware.—Moylan's and Bland's regiments 
of horſe, which were paſtering about Boundbrook and on the 
communication towards Woodbridge, were ordered to march 
on the firſt intelligence I. received of the fleet's ſailing.— Mor- 
gan's corps of light troops is alſo on the march through Brunſ- 
wic, with directions to halt at Trenton till further orders, or 
till he gets certain information of the fleet in Delaw are. — I in- 
tend in like manner that lord Stirling's diviſion ſhall halt and 
remain there at Briſtol, till we have further information of 
the enemy. From either of theſe places they will be ſuffi- 
ciently near Philadelphia, and may proceed in time on any 


emergency. Ra 
I have the honor to be, &c. © ee 
SIR, Coryels-Ferry, Jerſey, July 32, 1777. 


I DO myſelf the honor to inform you that I arrived here 
on the twenty-eighth at night with general Greene's diviſion; 
one brigade of which paſſed the river that evening, that the 
whole might encamp the more commodioufly. General Ste- 
phen, with his own and Lincoln's diviſion, alſo arrived a little 
time after at Howels ferry, four miles above this. 

I have thought proper to halt the whole army at theſe two 
places and at Trenton till our knowledge of the enemy's deſti- 
nation becomes more certain. If the Delaware is their object, 
we are now within two day's ealy march of Philadelphia, and 
can be there in time, I truſt, to make every neceſſary dil- 
poſition for oppofing them. — On the other hand, if general 
Howe, by this expedition to ſea, only means a deep feint, and 
ſhould turn his attention againſt the North-river, we can from 
hence reinforce general Putnam's army more expeditiouſly than 
if we were farther advanced. 

The importance of my receiving the earlieſt intelligence oy 

Tac 
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the fleet's arrival is apparent; and Congreſs, I am certain, will 
Airect proper meaſures for obtaining it, and alſo for tranſmitting 
it to me in the moſt ſpeedy manner. If authentic advice ſhould 
be had of the fleet's coming into the Delaware, at the ſame 
time it is communicated to me it will be proper that an expreſs 
ſhould be ſent to lord Stirling or commanding officer at Trenton, 
to advance with all the troops from thence. Should this not 


be done, the marching of the troops there will be conſiderably 


delayed, | 
T have the honor to be, &c. : | G. W. 
Sin, wt CoryePs, July 31, ten o'clock, A. M. 


I am this moment honored with yours of five o'clock this 
morning, and have accordingly ſet the army in motion. One 
divifion had croſſed the Delaware the day before yeſterday ; 


and I am in hopes the whole of the troops now here will be 


able to reach Philadelphia to-mdrrow evening. — Lord Stirling's 
diviſion lies juſt in my rear, and will move on with as.—1 
propoſe ſetting of for your city as ſoon as I can get the chief 
part of the army over. 


I am with the greateſt reſpeQ, &c. | S. w. 


Srs, 5 Philadelphia, Aug uli $54 1777) 


YOUR favor of this date, with its encloſures, is now be- 
fore me.—At the ſame time that I expreſs my thanks for the 
high mark of confidence which Congreſs have been pleaſed to 
repoſe in me by their reſolve authorifing me to ſend an officer 
to command the northern army, I ſhould with to be excuſed 
from making the appointment. For this, many reaſons might 


be mentioned, which, I am perſuaded, will occur to Congreſs 


upon reflection.— The northern department, in a great meaſure, 
has been conſidered as ſeparate, and more particularly under 


their direction; and the oflicers commanding there, always of 


their nomination, I have never interfered further than merely 
to adviſe, and to give ſuch aids as were in my power, on the 
requiſitions of thoſe officers.—The preſent ſituation of that de- 
partment 1s delicate and critical, and the choice of an officer to 
command may involve very intereſting and important conſe- 
uences. | 

It is certainly neceſſary that a body of militia ſhould be im- 

| : | medi- 


- 
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mediately called out to reinforce the northern army. In the 
conference which your committee hohored me with yeſterday 
evening, I mentioned the number which I thought fufficient 6 
but my opinion on this point, and the apportioning them to the 


different ſtates, I wiſh to ſubmit to Congreſs, who can beſt de- 


termine the quotas that ſhould come from cach,—I would only 

obſerve, that Connecticut and New-York are already, and may 

be again, called on to afford ſuccours to the army at Peekſkill. 
I have the honor to be, &c, G, W. 


— — — — — 


Sin, | Camp near Germantown, Auguſt 6, 1177. 


I BEG to be informed whether Congreſs have written or 
mean to write, themſelves, to generals Schuyler and St. Clair 
to repair to head-quarters, or whether they expect me to do it. 
My reaſon for this is, the reſolves for their recall (tranſmitted 
in your favor of. the ſecoiſd inſtant) do not mention how the 
ſame ſhould be communicated. 


931 have the honor to be, &c. | ws G. W. 
Sm, Camp near Germantown, Auguſ/? 7 1797. 


YESTERDAY evening I received a letter from general 
Schuyler, of the firſt inſtant, a copy of which, and of its inclo- 
fares, I do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting you. By theſe you 
will perceive that our affairs at the northward have experienced 
no change for the better ;—on the contrary, that they are in a 
more unpromiling train. | 


I kave the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


6 EIN WW Cr 


_ Sn, Camp near Germantown, Auguft g, 1777. 


INCLOSED yau will be pleaſed to receive copies of two 
letters and other papers, which juſt now came to hand by dif- 


ſerent expreſſes.— General Heath's letter of the ſecond inſtant 


ſeems to make the intelligence reſpecting the fleet, which he 
had obtained before, vague, if not entirely i1]-founded. © 
I have the bonor to be, &c. G. W. 


can 
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> Pw x Camp near Germantown, Auguſt 9, 1777. 


& by. 'F HAVE been duly honored with your letter of yeſterday, 
41 with its incloſures. I ſhall pay attention to the reſolves 
trauſmitted; and, as ſoon as circumſtances admit, ſhalt propoſe . 
to general Howe an exchange between lieutenant- colonel Camp- 
bell and the Heſſian field -olticers, and a like number of _ of 
* rank, in his hands. 

I would beg leave to lay before Congreſs a copy of: A report 
made by a board of general officers, held on the ſeventh inſtant, 
to conſult of ſeveral matters reſpecting the army. In the courle 
of their deliberation they took into conſideration the ſubject re- 
ported. —I ſhall only add that this matter has been long com- 
plained of by the officers, and more fo as the indulgence they 
pray could not nor can be ever attended with the Icalt poſſible 
injury to the public, and is what I believe is allowed in moſt 
almies.—Congreſs, | om perſuaded, will give it their attention, 
| =and, if no good objections of a public nature appear againit 
the meaſure, will grant what the officers wiſh and the board 
have recommended. i 

1 perceive by the reſolves of the thirtieth ultimo and firſt in- 
ſtant, for recalling generals'Schuyler and St. Clair, that they 
Ire directed to repair to head-quarters, I alſo find that a com- 
mittee had been reſolved on, 10 digeſt a mode for enquiring in- 
to the reaſons for evacuating Ticonderoga and Mount-Indepen- 
dence, and into the conduct of the general officers of the north- 
eru department at the time of the evacuation.—As theſe gen- 
tlemen have received the letter upon this ſubject by this time, 
and will probably be down in the courſe of a few days, I ſhall 
be glad to be informed what to do with them when they arrive. 
I may then be at a great diſtance from this, —and, in ſach caſe, 
ſhould be at a loſs what to ſay, or how to conduct myſelf re- 
ſpeQing them, without receiving ſome directions, which I re- 
Queit to be favored with by the earlieſt opportunity, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 5 G. W. 


Head Quarter, Camp near Germantown, Auguft *, 1777. 


Sta, 
THE diſappearance of the enemy's fleet for ſo many days 


rendering it rather improbable that they will again return, I 
have 


* Probably Auguſt 9. 
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have thought it. adviſable to remove the army back to Coryel's, 
where it will be near enough to ſuccour Philadelphia, ſhould 
the enemy, contrary to appearances, ſtill make that the object 
of their next operation; and will be ſo much the more conve- 
niently ſituated to proceed to the northward, ſhould the event 
of the preſent ambiguous and perplexing ſituation of things call 
them that way. I was the more inclined to this ſtep, as the 
nearneſs of the army to the city, —befides other diſadvantages, 


afforded a temptation both to officers and men, to indulge them. 


ſelves in licences inconſiſtent with diſcipline and order, and con- 
ſequently of an injurious, tendency. 


But before my departure I eſteem it my duty to communi- 
cate to Congreſs the reſult of my examination into the nature of 
the river-defence proper to be adopted, according to the means 


in our poſſeſſion, to prevent the ſucceſs of any attempt upon Phi- 


ladelphia by water. I therefore beg. leave to lay before Con- 


reſs what appears to me moſt eligible, conſidering all circum- 
| and comparing my own obſervations with the different 
opinions of the gentlemen whom I conſulted on the occaſion. 
It is generally a well-founded maxim, that we ought to endea- 
your to reduce our defence as much as poſſible to a certainty by 
collecting our ſtrength and making all the preparations at one 
point, rather than to riſk its being weak and ineffectual every 
where, by dividing our force and attention to different objects: 
—in doing this we may diſable ourſelves from acting with ſuffi- 
cient vigor any where, and a misfortune in one place may pave 
the way for a ſimilar one in another. In our circumſtances we 
have neither men, cannon, nor any thing elſe to ſpare, and per- 
haps cannot with propriety hazard them on objects, which be- 
ing attended with the greateſt ſucceſs we can promiſe ourſelves, 
can be productive of only partial and indeciſive advantages, 
and which may poſſibly fail of the end propoſed, —may have 
ſome ſerious ill conſequences, — and muſt at all events have ſome 
_ diſadvantages. | i ; | 
It is then to be conſidered where our deſence can be moſt 
effectually made,---whether at Billingſport or at Fort-Iſland.— 
It appears to me that the laſt deſer ves greatly the preference: 


Billingſport has but one row of chevaux- de- friſe: Fort-Iſland 
has three, and, in addition to them, a boom, aud another che- 


vaux-de-friſe ready to be funk in the channel on the approach 
of the enemy: of courſe the obſtructions, in this reſpect, are 
four times as great at the one as at the other. The gallies and 
floating batteries that could be brought for the defence of the 
chevaux-de-friſe at PEillingſport would be unable to raintain 
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their ftation' when once the enemy were in poſſeſſion of the 
commanding ground on the Jerſey fide, to which they would 
be entirely expoſed ; and, notwithſtanding the works raiſing 
there, —e ven fuppoling them complete,—the ſtrongeſt advo- 
cates for making our defence in this place do not pretend that 
the event can be protracted more than fifteen or twenty days 
at moſt; at the end of which time, we ſhould be obliged; with 
the loſs of our cannon at leaſt, to abandon the ease, and 
leave it in the power of the enemy to remove or deſtroy the 
che vaux de-: friſe at pleaſure. | | : 

Nor is it by any means certain that a fingle row of chevaux- 
de-friſe would be an impenetrable barrier to the enemy's ſhips : 
—expetiments have been made, that lead to a contrary ſuppo- 
fitionz and if they ſhould hazard one (which it might be well 
worth their while. to do with their lefs valuable ſhips) under 
favor of a leading breeze and tide, and ſhould fucceed in it, — 
the conſequence might be the loſs of our gallies and —_— 
batteries, which I apprehend might be intercepted, and (with 
the affiftance of their gallies and ſmall armed veſſels) taken: 
and this would greatly weaken the oppoſition we might other- 
wiſe give at Fort-Ifland, and tend powerfully to render it abor- 
tive. = e792 Tx 5 TS SP by 5 iin 
But if they ſhould not attempt this, contenting themſelves 
with” ſafer though ſlower operations, I have already obſerved 
that it is agreed on all hands, infifteen or twenty days they 
would be able to poſſeſs themfelves of infallible means of fruftra- 
ting our oppoſition there by the capture of our works. And if 
we add to this that it might very poſſibly happen in leſs time, —if 
from no other cauſe, yet from the garriſon being intimidated by a 
conſciouſnefs of its own Inferiority and inability to ſupport itſelf 
againſt a ſo much ſuperior force of numbers, which might 
occahon a conduct deſtructive to itſelf, —there will remain no 


ſufficient reaſons to juſtify the making of this the principal point 


ef defence. | 

At Fort-Ifland, the boom and chevaux-de-frife are an ample 
ſecurity againſt any forcible impreſſion of the enemy's ſhips, 
which it would be imprudent for them to attempt.—On the 


Jerſey fide, the fituation of the ground is ſuch, that the gallies, 


floating” batteries, and forts, employed in the defence of the 
obſtructions, would have little to fear from any batteries, erect- 
ed there: Red-bank.ſeems by its elevation to be the only ad- 
vantageous ſpot for annoying them: but as it is computed to 
be above nineteen hundred yards from Fort-Iſland, the diſtance 
is rather too great to allow any battery raiſed there to act 2 
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ſuch effect as to be able to ſilence our fire. On this ſide, the 
round, by dikes and ſluices, may be laid under water to {o.com 
Ederable an extent as to leave no danger of our river force he- 
ing annoyed from thence; for which purpoſe. ſuitable pre para- 
tions ought at once to be made, againſt it be neceſſary to carry 
them in effect. | e ee Fl hy art 
But though a battery upon Red-bank would not. in my agpre- 
henſion, be able to prevent the efficacy of our defence, or give 
any material diſturbance to Fort-Iſland in particular, yet it might 
ſerve to make the ſituation'of ſome of our gallies 23 G 
and this perhaps makes it worth while to pre-occupy it in order 
to keep it out of the enemy's hands, erecting a ſmall but ſtrong 
work there, capable of containing about two hundred men, 
with ſix or eight pieces of light cannon and a proportionable 
quantity of ſtores. As the approaches to it are difficult on ac- 
count of the adjacent creeks, and a communication can be kept 
open between it and our army, —by which means the garriſqn 
might receive ſuccours from time to time, —though we could 
not expect to make it impregnable, yet we ſhould have a proſ- 
pect of r it much longer than we could the works at 
Billingſport. In the poſition, which, from my preſent view of 
it, I ſhould think it beſt for our army to take, the left wing of 
it would be nearly oppoſite to Red-bank, and therefore in a 
conditionjto relieve and ſupport it; whereas Billingſport being 
more remote from the probable poſition of the army, and de- 
tached from any other work, could not, eaſily derive any aſ- 
ſiſtance from without, and muſt rely wholly upon its own 

ſtrength. | | | reno eds 
Either at Billingſport or at Fort-Iſland, I believe there is 
not much to be apprehended ſrom the fire of the enemy's ſhips 
unaided by land batteries: for, as by the information of thoſe 
+ who ought to be acquainted with the fact, not more than three 
ſhips can act a-brealt at a time at either place,—and as the gal- 
lies, not requiring the ſame depth of water, can extend them- 
ſelves at pleaſure, and beſides carry a ſuperior weight of metal 
to that which frigates commonly have,—a much ſuperior fire 
could be oppoſed to them than any they could bring, and (from 
the difference of ſize and make between the frigates and gallies) 
to much better effect than theirs. The comparative extent of 
the river at Billingſport and at Fort-Iſland has been aſſigned as 
a motive preferable to the former, — the river being narrower 
there than at the latter, and ſuppoſed to admit of fewer ſhip? 
operating at a time: but as it is afſerted by the gentlemen ii. 
the river department, that the ſand-banks and ſhallownef> 5 
| the 
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the liver in moſt places near Fort-Iſland eompenſate-for the 
Width of it, and make it impoſhble for more than three ſhips to 
act together at a time, —this reaſon for preferring the pofition 
at Billingſport ſeems to have no foundation. And if we eonſi- 
der that our whole force of gallies and floating batteries would 
be collected at Fort-Iſland, aſſiſted by the fort itſelf, —and that 
it would not be ſafe to truſt them all ont for the defence of 
Billingſport for fear of the diſaſter already ſuggeſted, —it ſeems 
evident enough that this is the place where our defence may. be 
moſt ſucceſsfully made. | e 
One of the moſt weighty conſiderations with me is that our 
army, as before intimated, could more conveniently co-operate 
with the defence by water here than at Billingſport. The 
ground on this fide is better ſituated here than at the other 
lace : and the army being ſo much nearer the city, it is ſo 
much the leſs likely that the enemy ſhould be able, by a cir- 
cuitous route, to fall into the rear of it, and feparate it from the 
eity, which is a circumſtance that ought carefully to be at- 
tended to. | ELLE}: 5 M oppo thee do 
Some gentlemen are of opinion that our principal dependence 


ought to be upon Fort-Iſland and its appendages; but at the 


fame time, that we ſhould make a part of our defence at Bil- 
Aingſport,—propoling, for that purpoſe, that the works there 


ſhould be continued on the new contracted ſcale, to be garri- 


Foned by ſour or five hundred men. The reafons for this are, 
that it would ſerve to delay the enemy, and give our army 
time to come up, ſhould it be at any diſtance, —and that it 
would prevent thoſe diſagreeable impreſſions which never fail 


to accompany the abandoning works that have been once raiſ- 


ed, and plans that have been once in execution, eſpecially when 
the perſons concerned in the defence of them repoſe a degree 
of confidence in them,——which is ſaid to be the caſe in the pre- 


-Jent inſtance, | 


Hut theſe reaſons may perhaps not be ſo concluſive as it is 
[imagined : for it is a queſtion, whether, if our army was ſo re- 
:mote as to make ſuch a delay neceflary, the enemy would em- 


barraſs themſelves with removing the water obſtruQtions in the 
+ firſt place, but would not rather debark and make a rapid march 
by land, poſſeſſing themſelves of the city, and of thoſe poſitions 


which would make the ſurrender of the gallies, & c. in ſome 


- ſort a natural conſequence, And it is worthy of confideration 


whether the abandoning the works begun at this time, which 
will probably allow ſome leiſure for any diſagreeable impreſſions 


it might make to be effaced, will not be leis injurious than the 


ab an- 


n D 
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abandoning them hereafter when they have coſt more expence; 
time, and labor, and in the critical moment of an attack, when 
every misfortune, and the loſs of the moſt inconſiderable poſt, 
is too apt to have a much worſe influence on the mind, than 
the real importance of it will juſtify. 

Add to this the poſſibility that the garriſon, A at the 
approach! of numbers ſo ſuperior to their own, might not, an- 
{wer the end expected from them, and might even be loſt hy 
their timidity the certainty of loſing the cannon after tlie 
time limited for the defence, and thereby weakening that of 
the upper poſition z the chance of lofing the gallies and float- 
ing batteries requiſite for covering the chevaux- de. friſe, by a 
hazardous and ſucceſsful attempt to break. through them, dan 
the garriſon with them, which would fall of courſe upon ſuch 
an event; It is however ſubmitted to Congreſs to balance the 
advantages and diſadvantages, and determine accordingly. al 
would only beg leave to give it clearly as my opinion that our 
principal dependence ought to be upon Fort-Iſland ang, the 
obſtructions there, and that Billingfport ought not by, ang 
means to be defended more than as a ſecondary object: and, 


to that end; I would recommend that the works on Fort- Iſland, 


which, on their preſent conſtruction, are by no means caleu- 


lated for the defence of the chevaux- de- friſe, be immediately 


altered and adapted to that purpoſe, taking care at the ſame 
time to make them defenſible with a ſmall number of men 
againſt any ſudden attempt to land i in boats and carry them By 


© ault. 


| But, whatever hens 18 — — 1 could wiſh the greateſt 
diligence and diſpatch may be uſed in bringing it to maturity : 
for; though the danger which lately threatened ſeems to have 
ſubſided, there is no knowing how ſoon it may return: and 
certainly it will be prudent to do every thing in our power tq 
be prepared for it, as we can loſe nothing by being ſo, and may 


loſe a great deal by neglecting to improve the interval of lei- 


ſure they have given us, ſhould it be their intention to reviſit 


this quarter. As the means to this, it will be neceſſary to fur- 
niſſi Mr. Coudray, to whom the ſuperintendency of thoſe works 


is intruſted, with a competent number of workmen, tools, and 

what other things he may want, to enable him to carry 7 

on with propriety, eaſe, and expedition. | i 
On the whole, I am of opinion that the e nk in the 


river, with the help of gallies, floating batteries, and with to- 


lerable induſtry to put the land works in a proper ſtate, will be 
extremely tormidable to the enemy, and 1 a reaſonable- 
; 2 expecta- 
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expectation of their being effectual. The fire-ſhip$ alſs will 
contribute to this end: for though there are many obſtacles to 
render their ſucceſs precarious, and a happy concurrence of 
circumſtances is neceſſary towards it ,—any of which failing 
may diſappoint the project, —and there is therefore no room to 
be ſanguine, yet there is ſome probability of.its ſucceeding ; 
and they will be at leaſt an embarraſſment and terror to th 
enemy, and will oblige them to uſe precautions inconvenient - 
them, and ſerviceable to us. 

As an accurate knowledge of the country is eſſential to 2 
good defence, —and as the enemy's approach may be ſudden, 
and we may be called to aQ, without having time, when it 
happens, to examine it ſuffeciently if it is not done beforehand, 
it would anſwer a valuable purpoſe to have it immediately 
carefully reconnoitred, and ſketches taken of all the landing- 
places, great roads, —_ by-paths, encamping grounds, heights, 
rivers, creeks, moraſſes, and every thing that it can be of any 
importance to know. Marcus- Hook ſeems to be the moſt ad- 
vanced place at which it is conjectured the enemy will land : 
the ſurvey ſhould therefore comprehend all the country be- 
tween that and Philadelphia. Monſieur Du Coudray has of- 
fered his ſervice, with his engineers, to do this buſineſs, if au- 
thoriſed by Congreſs, only requiring that they may be ſupplied 
with horſes and a hand or two. If Congreſs approve of it, I 
ſhall be glad they may be deſired to enter upon it without loſs 
of time. 

1 have the honor to be, Rec. my G. W. 


— 


ths | | i Sunday evening *, 9 9*clock, 


I THIS minute received your favor of this afternoon, 
Gatti intelligence that a fleet was ſeen off Sinapuxent on 
the ſeventh inſtant. I was about three miles eaſtward of the 
Billet tavern, on the road leading to Coryel's ferry, when the 
expreſs arrived, —The troops are encamped near the road, 
where they will remain till I have further accounts reſpecting 
the fleet, which you will be pleaſed to forward to me by the 


carlieft conveyance after they come to hand. | 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 4 f. W. 


15 Auguſt be... 


Head- 
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22 4: Head-YQuafters, Camp at Croſs-Roads, Aoguſt x 2, | 1777. 
A 1 0 af - \ u 
© GENERAL Newcomb having informed me that he had 
collected a body of about five hundred Jerſey militia at Wood- 
bury, I have defired him to endeavor to keep them together 
while matters remain in their prefent uncertainty and ſuſpenſe, 
and to employ them in whatever works may be carrying on. at 
Billingſport or Red-bank for the defence of the river. I men- 
tion this, that, if it ſball be thought proper, monſieur De Cou- 
dray may be directed to call for the aſſiſtance of thoſe militia 
accordingly. by | 


I have the honor to be, &c. i G. W. 
Head. Quarter, Camp at Croſs-Roads, Auguſt 15, 1777. 
Six, 5 . 864 : A+ tx 3 | L 
_ MONSIEUR Du Coudray has laid before me a plan of the 
river, by which it appears that, for a conſiderable ſpace: be- 
tween the two fand-banks on the eaſt fide of Fort- Ifland, there is 
from four to four and a half fathoms depth of water. Ac» 
cording to this repreſentation, there would be room for three 
frigates to lie between thoſe banks in' ſuch a poſition as to enfi- 
lade the works at Fort-Iſland, and make it difficult to maintain 
them. | 
There are but two ways of remedying this inconvenience ;— 
one by having a ſufficieat number of 'chevaux-de-friſe ſunk at 
the entrance between the two banks ;—and the other by having 
the left flank of Fort-Iſland fortification ſupported by a good 
battery capable of reſiſting the cannon of the ſhips, and obliging 
them to quit their ſtation. The firſt is evidently preferable, 
becauſe the efficacy of it will be more certain. A few che- 
vaux-de-friſe properly placed might effeQually bar all acceſs to 
the thips: but there is a poſſibility that any battery we can 
conſtru might be overpowered by the fire of the ſhipping : 
and as we have few cannon, and Fort-Iſland is itſelf a marſhy 
ſpot, incapable of affording earth for the batteries neceſſary to 
be raiſed upon it, which muſt be brought from the oppoſite 
ſhore,—it would not be prudent to multiply works thete more 
than cannot be avoided. It would alſo be a great advantage 


gained, to ſecure the iſland ſrom annoyance except in one point, 
| and 


— 2 — — 
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aud TURE in FOE from only three ſhips at at a ities. price 


would be effected by ſtopping up the paffage between the two 
banks. with the chevaux-de-friſe. I ſhould therefore think it 
of 1 importance to have this meaſure immediately adopted and 


carried into execution. c 


4 88 great * 1 have ove honor to be, &c. - 6. * 
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Sim, 5 ? 7 Neſhamiig Camp, Abu 16, 1777. 


42150 myſelf the honor of addreſſing a few lines to Con- 
greſs on a ſabject which appears to me of infinite importance, 
and to have a claim in their ſerious attention. The matter 1 
allude to is the · exorbitant price exacted by merchants and ven 
ders of good for every neceſſary they diſpoſe of. I am ſenſible 
the trouble and riſk in importing gtve the adventurers a right 
to; 2. generous price, and that ſuch, from motives of policy, 
ſhould be paid: but yet I cannot conceive that they, in direct 
violation of every principle of generoſity, of reaſon, andt of juſ- 
tice, ſhould be allowed (if it is poſſible to reſtrain them) te a- 
vail. themſelves of the difficulties of the times, and to amaſs for- 
tunes upon the public ruin. 5 1 

This grievance is now an object of univerſal comple; and 
of univerſal apprehenſion: and the conſequences that are likely 
to reſult from a continuance of it excite in every well- affected 
mind the moſt difagreeable feelings. The incloſed copy of a 
memorial from a part of the Pennſylvania officers ſhews their 
ſentiments upon the ſubject; and I am perſuaded thoſe of the 
whole army are ſimilar, as they have and do experience the 
groſs abuſes ' they complain of. I know that ways and means, 
for preventing this evil wholly, are difficult (if impracticable) 
to find out : bat I ſhould hope that Congreſs themſelves, or the 
ſupreme powers in the reſpective ſtates, through their recom- 
mendation, may deviſe 0 mode by which it may be redreſſed 
in part. 

I think there are two Wee which, if adopted and put 
vader proper regulations, would be of conſiderable. ſaving to 
the public, and to the army, at the fame time that they would 
contribute a good deal to do away part of the uneaſineſs of the 
latter, ariſing from the enormous prices they are compelled to 
pay for neceflaries.- The firſt is the eſtabliſhment of public tan- 
neries in three or four of the ſtates, under care of a judicious 
commiſſary or director, to which all hides of the cattle killed 


for the army ſhould be carried, and tanned, There ſhould be 
| | | - | | alfo 


OFFICUAL LETTERS. 119 


alſo deputies to attend the army to collect the hides: and lit 
appears to me that eſtabliſhing the tanneries in different ſtates, 
—for inſtance one in this, and another in Connecticut, III Be 
much more adviſable than fixing only one in either of chem; 
as the buſineſs may be carried on more extenſively, with more 
convenience, and at leſs expenſe, than if the raw hides wert to 
be tranſported. to one place only, from which probably there 
would be a neceſſity of carrying them the whole diſtance back 
again after they were dreſſed.— This ſubject was under conſi- 
deration of Congreſs once before, and a commiſſary (if I recol- 
lect, a Mr. Philips) appointed, who declined the office. Leather 
is of fuch effential uſe, and ſo indifpenſably neceſſary for ſhoes 
and other purpoſes in the army, that too much care nor too 
effectual means cannot be taken to procure it: 
What I have ventured to mention, if gone into, will add ey 
to our ſupplies, and, I am certain, will; prevent the high and 
unjuſtifiable prices demanded for this article when in the hands 
of private owners. Beſides, at thoſe tanneries, a number of 
artiſts, ſuch as ſhoe and harneſs Ron might. be c er ul 
work the leather up. 5 

In like manner, ſince our imports of ſpirit * become 4% 
precarious, nay impracticable, on account of the enemy's fleet 
which infeſts our whole coaft,-I would beg leave to faggelt” 
the propriety of erecting public! diſtilleries'in different ftates,— 
The benefits ariſing from the moderate uſe of ſtrong liquor have' 
been experienced in all armies, and are not to be diſputed.— In 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, our ſoldiery cannot obtain ſuch 
ſupplies as are abſolutely neceſſary; and if they are fortunate 
enough to get any, it is from the ſutlers at moſt extravagant 
rates, and at ſuch as are incredible to tell of. This is a ſource 
of much complaint. and, I ſhould hope, may be removed by ap- 
pointing proper perſons to buy grain and diſtil it for the army, 
large quantities of which may be eafily pebcured, and on rea- 
ſonable terms, in many of the ſtates. 

In reſpect to the obſervation in the memorial about rations, 
it is certain the preſent allowed value is by no means ſufficient; 
nor does it anſwer the purpoſe intended. Since that was fix- 
ed, proviſions, like every other article, though not from the 
ſame cauſes, have become extremely dear; and what at that 
time was a juſt equivalent, is totally inadequate now. This 
matter, I doubt not, will have the attention of Congreſs, and 
ſuch regulations be made reſpectiug it, as _y be rig! it and 6. 
quitable, 15864 


Var., I.. el I On 5c TONER 1 


A 


| 
: 
| 
fi 
| 
1 
1 
: 
{1 


"op GENERAL WASHINGTON's | 


Tt appears to me frota the ion I have received, that 


 two'eompanies—each to conſiſt of ſixty men at leaſt—onder 


proper officers, of unſuſpected attachment, fpirit and activity, 
—ſhould be immediately raiſed, to guard the laboratory and 
ſtores at Carliſle. Their ſecurity is of conſiderable imports 
ance, and ought to be attended to. Theſe companies, beſides 
ſerving as a guard, will be frequently of uſe as eſcorts and con- 
voys to ſtores, —If Congreſs ſhould deem them neceſſary, and 
order them to be enliſted, yet I would recommend that they 
ſhould not be raiſed as merely ſtationary or local, — having 
found from experience that regiments or companies formed 


upon ſuch a footing enter upon other ſervices with great diſ- 


content and reluctance, though the occaſion ſhould be never ſo 
prefling. 

In a letter of the thirteenth of 3 Iſubmitted to | Congteſs 
an application from the officers of cavalry reſpecting their hor- 


| ſes,—whether they were to be provided at their own or the 


expenſe. I alſo laid before them, in a letter of the fifth 
of Tow os captain Sullivan's requiſition for pay.—I ſhall be glad 
to be honored with their determination upon theſe ſubjects, 
and alſo in general reſpecting the line of condud I ſhould pur- 
ſue as to the pay of officers taken priſoners at any time before 
the cloſe of the laſt compaign, who have been permitted to be 
on parole and whether there is to be any diſtinction between 
ſuch of them as are continued by new appointments, and thoſe 


who are not. I have frequent- hep rar pr i 4n _—_ —— 
he: wiſh to know how to act. us iba 


Since the expreſs from general Schuyler left thay I Aebi | 
z letter from governor Clinton, a copy of which, and of its in- 
clofures, I here with tranſmit, as they give a much more favor- 
able account of the affair at Fort- Schuy ler, than was contained 


in his letter. | | m 
1 have the honor to be, &. 4 a 6. W. 
4 am, 3 Neſbaminy Camp, Auguſt 17, 1997. 


THE 3 ſituation of our affairs in the northern 
department, and the preſſing applications of general Schuyler 
for aid, induced me to write ſome time ago to general Putnam 
t6 hold Vancortlandt aud Livingſton's regiments in 1cadineſs 


to embark for Albany, in caſe I ſhould find it neceſſary, and 


the ſuccours he received of militia would juſtify the meaſure. 


T have the honor to — you, that, by a letter from im, 


of 


& 4'> 
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of the 6ixtoenth, which came to hand yeſterday, he informed 


me, that, without waiting for further directions, he had order- 


ed them to proceed with all poſſible expedition, as the late 
advices from that quarter ſeemed to make a further augmenta- 
tion of the army requiſite. wer tg Sn: 
_ - Beſides theſe, I have, contrary to my wiſhes, but from the 
neceſſity of the caſe, ordered colonel Morgan to march imme- 
diately with his corps as an additional ſupport. I hope they 
will be of material ſervice, particularly in oppoſing the ſavage 
part of general Burgoyne's force, which, from every account, 
ſpreads a general alarm among the inhabitants, and affects the 
minds of the militia not a little, who have not been much ac- 
cuſtomed to their mode of warfare, e 


I have the honor to be, Ke. OS 
Head. Juartert, Camp at Crofſs-Roads, Auguft 17, 1777. 
-. . -COLONEL Portail, for himſelf and in behalf of the gen- 


tlemen with him, has made different applications to me for 


Horſes and ſervants; and I have been in a manner under the 
neceſſity of furniſhing them by way of loan, till they can be 


otherwiſe provided. They expect theſe things to be found 


them at the public expenſe; and inform me that the matter is 
now before Congreſs, whoſe determination they look for every 
moment. I have taken the liberty to mention this, becauſe 1 
ſhould be glad, if any thing of the kind is intended, that it 
might be done as ſoon as convenient; or, if it is not, that they 
may be informed their expectations are not well founded. This 
will put them upon providing for themſelves, and prevent their 
repeating their applications to me on a ſubjeR which I am not 
authoriſed to do any thing in. | 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


; , , ee Neſbaminy Camp, Auguſt 18, 1777. 
I LAST night had the honor of your favor of the ſeven- 


teenth, with its incloſures. You will perceive by my letter of 


peſterday, tranſmitted by favor of the marquis De la Fayette, 
that I had been ſo happy as to anticipate the views of N 
| n * 
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by ordering colonel Morgan to march with his e * 


munen army. \ 

„e the honor to a Ke. Le. W © ue . w. 4 
e eee | 4p, „ e bash 
ES. Wo ; SLE ia | 920 3 NGC 

an | Hit Camp, Bucks aneh Aug 20, 1777. ; 


1 Do myſelf. the honor to forward you a packet which 
Ju came to hand from general Schuyler. In his letter to me 
e communicates an agreeable account of the face of affairs at 
Fort-Schuyler : I therefore do myſelf the een of ink 
you an extract. 
J 2 the honor to ba, &c. | | | G. W. 


: Six, 5 | Camp at Neſbaminy, Auguſt 21, 1777. 


SINCE I wrote to you on the twelfth inſtant on the ſab- - 
ject of the militia under the command of general Newcomb, I 
ee received another letter from him, which you have inclo- | 
ſed. —By this it appears that the men were not employed in 
any way while they were at Red-bank, and that they are now 
anxious to get home to their farms, as they ſee no immediate 


occaſion for their ſervices. As I had in ſome meaſure put 
a them under the direction of monſieur Du Coudray, Idid not chuſe 


to give them a diſcharge without confulting you, though in my 
opinion they had better be ſuffered to go home than be kept 
difcontented, as they will turn out with more ſpirit when they 
are wanted again. The bearer waits upon you 700 90e deten; 12 
mination. 


1 have the honor to he, & Kc. V | G. W. 5 


4 * 


Six, | Head-Qyarters, 1 Bucks Canncy, Auguſt 21, 1777. ; | 


I DO myſelf the honor to incloſe you a copy of doQar - 
Franklin's r in favor of count Pulaſki, of Poland, by whom 
this will be handed to you. I ſome time ago had a letter from 
Mr. Deane, couched in terms equally. favorable, to the cha- 
racter and military abilities of this gentleman.— How he can 
with propriety be provided for, you will be beſt able to deter- 
mine.—He takes this from me as an een letter, at his 
own requeſt, | r MINT WF 

Mk have the honor to be, c. . W. 
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Si, me # 4. © Neſhaminy Camp, Auguſt 2, 98 a 
. 44 FROM the time which has elapſed finte general Howe 
departed from the capes of Delaware, there is the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſon to conclude that he is gone either to the eaſtward or ſouth- 
ward, and with a deſign to execute ſome determined plan. The 
danger of the ſea,—the injury his troops muſt ſuſtain from be- 
ing ſo long confined, — the loſs of time, ſo late in the campaign, 
will ſcarcely admit a ſuppoſition that he is merely making a 
feint, and ſtill intends to return either to the Delaware or the 
North-river without performing ſome enterpriſe firſt in another 
quarter. 'The ne 4 2 is in favour of a ſouthern expedi- 
tion, becauſe he has been ſeen, ſince his departure from the 
capes, off Sinapuxent, ſteering a ſouthern courſe, —and becauſe, 
had his deſtination been to the eaſtward, his arrival there, from 
the general ſtate of the winds, muſt. have announced it before 
this, or his fleet would have been diſcovered by ſome, of. the 
cruiſers on that coaſt, e e e 
Ihe is gone to the ſouthward, he muſt be gone far that way: 
for, had Cheſapeak-bay been his object, he would have been 
there long ſince, and the fact well eſtabliſned. Beyond th at, i 
there is no place ſhort of Charleſton, of ſufficient importance to 4 
engage his attention. The extenfive commerce, the vaſt accu. 
mulation of military and other ftores in that town and its depen- 
dencies, with the eclat it would give his arms if he ſhould un- 
fortunately-take-it, afford him ſtronger inducements to direct 
his operations there, than he could poſſibly have elſewhere. ,. 
Matters being thus circumſtanced, an important queſtion a- 
riſes, how this army is to be employed? If his intentions are 
ſuch as I have ſuppoſed them, it appears to me that an attempt 
to follow him would not only be fruitleſs, but would be attend- 
ed with the moſt ruinous conſequences. The diftance is ſo im- 
menſe that general Howe might accompliſh every purpoſe he 
had in view, before we could poſſibly arrive to oppoſe him; and 
ſo long a march through an unhealthy climate at this ſeaſon 
would debilitate and waſte a principal part of our force. Add- 
ed to this, after we had made a confiderable progreſs, he might 
eaſily reimbark his troops and turn his arms againſt Philadelphia 
or eHewhere, as he ſhould think proper, without our being in a 
condition to give the leaſt aid. | 5 e, e 
As theſe, and many other reaſons which will readily occur 
to Congreſs, will ſhew the impracticability of our counteracting 
general Howe in that quarter with any good effect, we have no 
other alternative left than to remain here idle and inactive, 82 
„ 5 : the 
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the remote probability of his returning this way,—or to pro- 


ceed towards Hudſon's-river, with a view of oppoſing general 
Burgoyne, or making an attempt on Vork - Iſland, as the ſitua- 
tion of affairs ſhall point out. A ſucceſsful ſtroke with reſpect 
to either would be attended with the moſt ſignal advantages, 
and would be the beſt compenſation we could make for any loſſes 
we may ſuſtain to the ſouthward. Beſides theſe conſiderations, 
—if,” after all our conjectures and reaſonings upon the ſubject, 
general Howe ſhould be gone to the eaſtward to co-operate 
with Mr. Burgoyne, the army will be, by the movement pro- 
poſed, fo far on its way to prevent, I hope, the ſucceſs of his 
enterpriſe. | | rs ate Hoe N er 

The above reaſons led me to call a council of general officers 
this morning, to take the ſubje& of removing the troops from 
hence into conſideration : and I am happy to inform Congreſs 
they were in ſentiment with me upon the occaſion, as they will 
perceive by a copy of the proceedings then had, which I do my- 


Jelf the honor of laying before them. Nevertheleſs, as it is a 


movement which may involve the moſt important conſequences, 
I have thought proper to ſubmit it to Congreſs for their deli- 


berxtion and deciſion. - If it is deemed expedicnt, we have per- 


haps not a moment to loſe in carrying it into execution; and, 


under this perſuaſion, I have ſent colonel Hamilton, one of my 


aides, (who will have the honor of delivering this) to hring me 
the reſult of their opinion. 5 aft en 
As the northern department has been all along conſidered ſe- 
parate, and in ſome meaſure diſtin, and there are ſpecial re- 
folves veſting the command in particular perſons.—in caſe it 
ſhould hereafter appear eligible to unite the two armies, it may 
perhaps be neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould place the matter up- 
on ſuch a footing as to remove all ſcruples or difficulties about 


the command, that could poſſibly ariſe on my arrival there. 


This I requeſt, from a difpoſition to harmony, and from my 
knowing the ill and fatal conſequences that have often ariſen 
from fucl: controverſies, and not from the moſt diſtant appre- 


henſion that one would take place upon ſuch an event. The 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. 8. That I may not appear inconſiſtent, to adviſe, and to 
act before I obtain an opinion, — I beg leave to mention that 1 
mall move the army to the Delaware to-morrow morning, to 
change their ground at any rate, as their preſent encampment 
begins to be diſagreeable, and would injure their health in a 
mort time. Our forage alſo begins to grow ſcarce here. 
8 8 Neſhaminy 


thing however is poſſible, and to guard againſt it can do injury. 
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i; 
Alles, Nuaſbominy Camp, Augut 211777. 


IAM this — hoteles with yours of this morning, 
contain ſeveral pieces of intelligence of the: fleet's having 
been ſeen off the capes of Virginia on the fifteenth inſtant.— 


1 ſhall, in conſequence of this information, halt upon my * 


ſent ground till I hear ſomething further. 

Come Pinckney of South-Carolina paid me a viſit two dan 

He informed me that the military ftores in Charleſton 

— — neighborhood. were immenſe, and that he did not be- 
lieve that the governor or commanding officer there had had 
the leaſt intimation of the fleet's having ſtood to the ſouthward 3 
and he ſeemed very apprehenſive, that, if Charleſton was their 
object, they would: find them lulled into ſecurity, and quite un- 
prepared for an attack.—As I cannot yet think that general 
Howe ſeriouſly intends to go into Cheſapeak; I would by all 
means ad viſe that an expreſs be immediately diſpatched (if one 
has not already gone) to warn them of their danger, to let them 
prepare in the beſt manner for defence, and to adviſe ens wel 
remove all ſupernumerary ftores. regs 

-T-ſhall immediately call upon governor Livingtien to bmi 
the number of militia from the ſtate of Jerſey, demanded by res | 
quiſition of Congreſs, ro garriſon the forte in the Highlands, 
while the enen militia bee do 1 2 northern 


army. * : «ty e- 

0 _ the honor t to be, Se. | _ LT 6. W. 
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IL AM honored with your favor eee 42 enges 
of the enemy's arrival in Cheſapeak-bay, and the reſolution of 
Congreſs thereupon. —I have, in conſequence of this account, 
ſent orders to general Naſh immediately to embark his brigade 
and colonel Proctor's corps of artillery, if veſſels can be pro- 


cured for the purpole, and to proceed to Cheſter, —or, if veſſels 


cannot be provided, to haften towards that place by land with all 
the diſpatch he can. I have alſo directed general Sullivan to join 
this army with his diviſion as ſpeedily as poſſible, and Þ have iſ- 
ſued orders for all the troops here to be in motion to-morro-w 
morning very early, with intention to march them nen * 
Iadelphia, and onwards. 


1 am m happy to find Congreſs have ordered the remoyal of th 
0168 
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: ſores front Lancatter od York, to 8 of greater — 
which is, without doubt, a very proper and neceſſary me aſure. 
Wall wüch reſpect and eſteem, 1 3 nes honor 70 be} fir, 
- yourmoft obedient ſervant, . Wet 109 W. 


* ” W 3.5 Fx 
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2 8 way. EO the, A 23, 1777. 

BEG tis to e you that the army marched early 

[i this morning, and will encamp, I expect, this evening, within 
| ſtve or ſix miles of Philadelphia. To-morrow morning it will 
| | move again, and I think to march it through the city, but 
| without halting. :-I am induced to do this, from the opinion of 
| ſeveral of my officers and many friends in Philadelphia, that it 
i may have ſome influence on the minds of the diſaffected there, 
| and thoſe who are dupes to their artifices' and opinions. The 
| march will be down Front en ung: 8 we 1 . 
Al ſume, about ſeven o'clock. | 
lil Notwithſtanding the be of the entury's fleet in Cheſa- 
| 


| peak- bay, and the ſeeming probability that general Howe will 
debark his troops and attempt ſomething, yet I would take the 
UÜberty to mention that I think the ſeveral works for the de- 
fence of the city ſhould be carried on with the uſual induſtry, 
| and that no pains ſhould be omitted to complete them. TLWould 
11 alſo adviſe that the ſame look-outs for intelligence ſhould be 
| : continued at the capes, and the earlieſt information communi- | 
110 cated of any thing material: for, though the fleet is in Cheſa- 
111 peak - bay, the enemy may puſſi in a number of veſſels with 
2 pe and make an effort to effect ſome ſtroke againſt Phila- 
dylphia by ſacpriſe. Such an event does not ſeem probable 
while -w have a larger ſhew of force in a neighboring ſtate : : 
Þut it will be prudent to guard againſt It, 
0 have the honor to be, &e. ry anf e "Bi G. W. 
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Sia, 5 ; . Cheſter, Au, 25, 1797, Hehe vclock. 


70 LAST night had the honor of your favor of the twen- 

ty darth, with its incloſures.—No letters came for you from 
general Schuyler; and therefore, agreeable to your requeſt, I 
tranſmit you a copy of one I received from him, and of the ma- 
terial papers which it covered. Among the copies, you will 
find general Burgoyne's inſtructions at large to lieutenant - colo- 
nel Aan, pointing out the objects. of Nis * when he 
1 * | 1 42 4 was 


4 
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61 was firſt Netached. What we had before, Was 0 he march- | 


ed, and was an anſwer to a report he had received from bim.— 


There was alſo a miſtake in his name before, being called Bem 
in the copies ſent by general Lincoln. 


I thall be happy if the account reſpecting Staten-Iſland ſhould 
prove true :—-I hope it will. 
Two diviſions of the army moved this morning, and will pro- 
ceed after a ſhort halt near this place to refreſh t emſelves': the 
remainder will contiaue on their ground to-day, in order to reſt 


and recover from the fatigue of the march yeſterday and the day 


before. After breakfaſt I intend to ſet out for Wilmington 
with the light horſe, to reconnoitre the country, and to oe 
the beſt information I can reſpecting the enemy. 


4 rate the honor to be, &c. . 6. W. 
sm, Wilmington, Auguſt 25, 1777, fix o'clock, 73 4 "Y 


IHE incloſed iu Higence has juſt come to my hands. Ge- 
neral Greene's and general Stephen's diviſions are within a few 
miles of this place. I ſhall order them to march immediately 
here. The two other divifions halted this day at Derby to re- 
freſh themſelves; but they will come on as expeditiouſly as 


. poſſible, T here-are about ve hundred Pennſylvania militia at 


Cheſter and Marcus-Hook, that are armed: there are a num- 
ber more unarmed.—! have ordered all the armed immediately 
down. I do not know what number of the militia of this late 
are yet nur but I am told they turn out with great ala 
erit 
There are a quantity of public and private ſtores at the Head. 
ef. Elk. which J am afraid will fall into the enemy's hands if 
they advance quickly: among others, there is a conſiderable 
parcel of falt.—Every attempt will be made to fave that. When 
I get my force collected, I ſhall diſpoſe of it in the beſt man- 
ner in my power. To this end, I purpoſe to view the grounds 
towards the enemy in the morning : I am yet a  Arunger to 
them 
N bars the honor to be, 8 &c, | G. W. 
| = 4 in 7 
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Sm, n 1 Auguf 2 1777. 


i THIS morning 8 from the Head-of-Elk, which 
I left laſt night. In * to the enemy, I have nothing new 
Vor. II. R to 
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to communicate : they remain where they debarked firſt; I 
could not find out from enquiry what number is landed, nor 
orm an eſtimate of it from the diſtant view I had of their en- 
campment. But few tents were to be ſeen from Tron-hill and 
Gray's-hill, which are the only eminences about Elk. I am 
happy to inform you that all the public ſtores are removed from 
thence, except about ſeven thoufand buſhels of corn. This I 
urged the commiſſary to get off as ſoon as poſſible, and hope it 
will be effected in a few days, if the enemy ſhould not prevent, 
which their ſituation gives them but too eafy an opportunity of 
doing. The ſcarcity of teams in proportion to the demand will 


render the removal rather tedious, though I have directed the 
quarter-maſter. to ſend ſome from hence to expedite the mea; 


fure. | 
A part of the Delaware militia are ſtationed there; and a- 

bout nine hundred more from Pennſylvania are now on the march 

That way. I alfo intended to move part of the army that way 


ro- day, but am under che neceſſity of deferring it till their arms 


are put in order, and they are ſupplied with ammunition., both 
having been greatly injured by the wry rains * fell Nabe. 
day and laſt night. 

I have the honor to n . | 3 4. W. 


rx, | | N Wilmington, Auguſt | 28, | 175 7. | 


HAVING endeavored, at the ſolicitation of the count De 


Polaſki, to think of ſome mode for 3 him in our ſer- 


vice, there is none occurs to me, liable to fo few inconvenien- 
cies and exceptions as the giving him the command of the horſe. 
This department is ſtill without a head, as I have not, in the 
preſent deficiency of brigadiers with the army, thought it ad viſ- 
able to take one from the foot for that command. The nature 
of the horſe ſervice with us being ſuch that they commonly act 
in detachments, à general officer with them is leſs neceſſary than 
at the head of the brigades of infantry. In the abſence of ge- 
neral Smallwood, who is ordered to put himſelf at the he ad of 


the Maryland militia, we ſhall have two brigades without | 
| ral officers. 


But though the horfe will ſuffer leſs from the want of a ge- 
neral officer than the foot, a man of real capacity, experience, 
and knowledge in that ſervice, might be extremely uſeful. ! The 
"count appears, by his recommendations, to have ſuſtained no in- 


conſiderable military character in his own country: and as the 
prin- 
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are healthy, but that their horſes ſuffered very much by t 


- 


principal attention in Poland has been for ſome time paſt paid 

to the cayalry, it is to be preſumed this gentleman is not unac- 

quainted with it.—I ſubmit it to Congreſs how far 1 be 
Rim 


®$ eligible to confer the appointment I have mentioned upon 


they will be ſenſible of all the objections attending the mea- 
fare, without my particulariſing them, and can determine accor- 
dingly. | 5 5 LEES 
This gentleman, we are told, has been, like us, engaged in 
defending the liberty and independence of his country, and has 
facrificed his fortune to his zeal for thoſe objects. He deriyes 
from hence a title to our reſpect, that ought to operate in his 
favor, as far as the good of the ſervice will permit : but it can 
never be expected we ſhould loſe fight of this. 
I have the honor to be, &c. a 


4 
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Sta, Head. Juartere, Wilmington, Auguſt 29, 1979. 


ON my return ta this place laſt evening from White-Cl 
creek, I was honored with yours of the twenty-ſeventh, In 
ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, to which I ſhall pay due atten- 
tion. | CFC 
The enemy advanced a part of their army yeſterday to yo dhe. 
Hill about two miles on this fide of Elk, —whether with inten 
to take poſt there, or to cover while they remove what ſtpres 
they found in the town, I cannot yet determine. —I do not Kypw 


- what quantity of private property remained: but of the;pyblic 


there were ſeveral thouſand buſhels of corn and oats, high 
might have been removed alſo, had not moſt of the teams jn 
the country been employed by private perſons in bringing off 

very valuable goods. | | | 9 
Our light parties yeſterday took between thirty and forty 
priſoners ; twelve deſerters from the nayy and eight from the 
army have already come in; but they are able to give us very 
little intelligence. They generally agree that their 75 8 
e 


voyage. | | 44 

By a letter from general Gates which you were pleaſed to 
tranſmit me yeſterday, he requeſts that commiſſions may be ſent 
to brigadiers Glover, Poor, and Patterſon, which I beg the favor 
of you to do by the return expreſs. The two laſt loft theirs 


with their baggage at Ticonderoga, and general Glover, bad. 


none. | "#1 | 5 
J have the honor to be, &c. AY G. W. 
a | | Wilmmg- 
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f Sn. | 5e 06 apa ' Wilmington, Auguſt 30, 1777. 


2; 


SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you yeſterday, na- 
thing of importance has occurred, and the enemy remain as 
they then were. —l was reconnoitring the country and differ- 
ent roads all yeſterday, and am now ſetting out on the lame 
buſineſs again. 

:Senfible of the advantages of light troops, .I have formed a 
corps under the command of a brigadier, by draughting a hun- 
dred from each brigade, which is to be eee near the 


enemy, and to give them every poſſible annoyance. 


I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
Ten o'clock. — This minute twenty- four Britiſh priſoners arri- 
ved, taken * by captain Lee of the 9 | 


— 


Sm, . 1 September 1 „47 77. 


THE lateſt and moſt, material intelligence which I have 
obtained reſpeRing the enemy, you will find in the incloſed pa- 
pers which I do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to you. 

How far the enemy have it in view to extend themſelves in 
n line from bay to bay, I cannot determine : but the idea has; 
taken place with many: and it is ſaid to 'be founded on their 
hints to ſome perſons, who, — from accident in ſome inſtances, g 
aud perhaps choice in others, —have had a more familiar inter- 
courle with them. I cannot ſuppoſe they have any ſuch deſign, 
or; if they have, that it can be more than temporary for proc. 
ring ſupplies of proviſions. a 
SGeneral Howe's declaration is agreeable to his gent If any 


and is what we might reaſonably expect. The only difference 
is, the preſent exhibition is ſtyled a *dec/aration.” It is another 


effort to ſeduce the people to give up their righte, and to encou- 


rage our ſoldiers to delert. 1 he facts contained in the depoſi- 
tion of Francis Alexander, which you have alſo incloſed, ſeem 


to. be oppoſed to that regularity and diicipline which are pro- 
miſed by the declaration. 

Yeſterday there was ſome kirmiſhing between one of our. 
advanced parties and one of the enemy's, in which they were 
obliged to retreat with the loſs of an officer and three, men kil-,, 
led, according to report. We had one private wounded, | 

- have received no particular accounts reſpecting the Mary- 8 
land Eaſtern-Shore militia: from the beſt information I have, 
a gest many are well diſpoſed to turn out, but are prevented n 


giving 


! 
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giving their,aid. through want of arms.—Apprehending” that 
the militia there would ſtand in need of; an officer to/arrange 
them, I wrote'to general Cadwallader, requeſting hys. good oſſi - 
ces, which I am told have been exerted. Colonel G iſt is now 
gone down, and I expect will move on as ſoon as poſſihle, with 
ſach as are armed, towards the enemy. General Smallwood is 
gone to take the command of thoſe on the Weſtern-Shore, of 
whom I hear many are colleQing but I have no aden 
advices on the ſubjet. _ 1 | then 

I have the honor to be, &c.. | | W W. 

Will it not be adviſable to order colonel Richardſon' s. repl- 
ment from their preſent Ration, t to march and j Join the n 
Shore militia ? ? | 5 ba 


Sin, 8 6 Wilmington, September 1, 777. 


AT half afier twelve o'clock I was honored with yours 
of this morning, with its. ſeveral incloſures.— I ſhall make in- 
quiry reſpeQing the workmen in the militia, and will order all; 
to be detached, that can be ſpared. 4 

The intelligence from the northward i is very intereſting, ad 
T hope will be ſucceeded by other fortunate events. — I am ſor- 
ry general Arnold did not arrive ſooner: if he had, it is proba». 
ble the enemy would have ſuffered conſiderably in their retreat. 
El flatter myſelf that we, ſhall have nothing more to apprehend - 
in that quarter this campaign, and that the diſgrace and diſap- 
pointment they have met with will produce a favorable ans 
in the diſpoſitions of the Indians. „ . 

I have the honor to be, &c. - '6. W. 

P. 8. Vou will be pleaſed to ſend the letter for colonel | 
Hughes by the eaſtern poſt to-morrow. 


=== . | 
Six, | Wiknington, Sept. I; 1997, N o'clock, . 1 L 


I THIS minute returned to head-quarters where I found 
your favor of this date, with the reſolves reſpecting general Sul- 
eas, and calonel Richardſon's battalion. I had conver ſed 
with general Sullivan upon the ſubject, and obſerved to him 
that it was neceſſary an inquiry ſhould be had relative to the 
affair of Staten-Iſland, as his conduct was cenſured, and much 
diſfatisfaction preballed. He was ſenſible of the ptopriety-of 
the Ann and expreſſed a deſire that 1 it ſhould take place, pro- 
vided 


132 GENERAL WASHING TON's- 
vided he could have the benefit of general Smallwood's teſtimo- 
d was on the expedition.— That gentlemen happens at 
this time to be in Maryland; which muſt neceſſarily delay the 
inquiry, unlefs ſome mode can be agreed upon for obtaining his 
fentiments upon the matter. EP, PS OR TY 1 
This morning the enemy came out with a confiderable force 
and three, pieces of artillery, againſt our light advanced corps, 
and, after ſome pretty ſmart ſkirmiſhing, obliged them to re- 
treat, —being far inferior in number, and without cannon,— 
The loſs on either fide is not yet aſcertained : ours, though not 
exactly known, is not very confiderable : theirs, we have reaſon 
to believe, was much greater, as ſome of our parties, compoſed 
of expert markſmen, had opportunities of giving them ſeveral 
cloſe, well-direed fires, more particularly in one inſtance, 
when a body of riflemen formed a kind of ambuſcade.— They 
advanced about two miles this fide of Iron-Hill, and then with- 
drew to that place, leaving a piquet at Couch's mill, about a 
mile in front. Our parties now lie at White-Clay creek, ex- 
cept the advanced piquets, which are at Chriſtiana bridge. 
Our monday a large detachment of the enemy landed at Ce- 
ci] court-houſe ; and this morning I had advice of their having 
advanced on the Newcaſtle road as far as Carſon's tavern. 
Patties of horſe were ſent out to reconnoitre them, which went 
three miles beyond the Red Lion, but could neither fee nor 
hear of them; whence I conjeQured they filed off by a road to 
their left, and fell in with their main body. —The defign of 
their movement this morning ſeems to have been to diſperſe 
our light troops who bad been troubleſome to them, and to gain 
poſſeſſion of Iron-Hill, to eſtabliſh a poſt moſt probably for 
covering their retreat in caſe of accidents. „ 


I have the honor to be, &c. „ G. W. 
8 Head. Quarters, Wilmington, Sept. 5, 1777. 


_ © SINCE I did myſelf the honor of writing to you the night 
before laſt, the enemy have remained entirely quiet. —A perſon 
who came expreſs from general Rodney informs me that the 
enemy's ſhipping fell down from Cecil court-houſe on tueſday 
laft; but how low, he does not know. I have Yefired general 
Rodney to inquire into this matter, and, if it be true, to ſend 
— Pen the bay ſhore to ſee where they lie.—Genéral 

atwell, who is juſt come up from the lines, confirms the'ac- 


count of the ſhippipg having fallen down Elk: but it is thought 
> ub 2.8 4 ; ; t. 0 
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to be with! a defign of going up the other arm of the bay for 


| the convenience of l ag the mouth of Sulqgehayps. 1 


I have the honor to be G. W. 

P. 8. We have not been able to 1 the enemy” s loſs 
in the late action any other way than by a woman who came 
from their camp yeſterday :—ſhe ſays ſhe ſaw nine waggon- 
loads of wounded. I think this probable, becauſe we had a- 
bout forty killed and wounded ; and, as our men were thinly 
poſted, they muſt have done more damage upon a cloſe body, 
than they received. | 

Sin, Newport, September 7, 1777. 

HIS excellency being out reconnoitring, and buſily enga· 
ed in the affairs of the army, I have the honor to acknowledge 
gr receipt of your letter of the ſixth, with the reſolutions in- 
cloſed, which came to hand yeſterday afternoon. 5 
In reſpect to the militia requeſted of Jerſey, his excellency 
is doubtful whether they can be obtained : for governor Li- 
TOUS by a late letter, informed him that he had no expect- 
ation that more than three hundred, of the thouſand called for 
to.garriſon the poſts in the Highlands, would. march, notwith- 
ſtanding he has iſſued orders for that purpoſe ; and that three 
weeks would probably. elapſe before that number went. If the 
requiſition can be complied with, he has no doubt of general 
Dickinſon's exertions, and is ſatisfied of the propriety, of ap- 
pointing him to the command. This, he i N would have 
followed of courſe, as he is major-general of all the wilitia 1 in 
the ſtate, and has given ample teſtimony, as well of his Capar 
city as of his firmneſs and bravery. 

By deſerters and other intelligence, his 1 was in- 
e laſt night that the enemy's whole force left Elk yeſter- 
day, and advanced on the road towards Chriſtiana. The de- 
ſerters added that they had diſencumbered themſelves of all 
their tents and baggage, and had ſent them back and reimbark- 
ed them. All their ſhips, except two or three which are thips 
of war, are ſaid to have fallen down the bay, below the mouth 
of Saſſafras, We have had no information to-day of any fur- 
1 movements; and I believe their main body lies about Icon- 

W. , 

811 have the honor to be &c. R. H. Hazgrson 

P. S. The deſerters ſaid they had deſtroyed a good pk 


the corn, &c, they found in ſtore, 
Eight 
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. 1 1 mk from Wi "Ma: Sept. 9 9, 17 171. 


\ TIIE enemy advanced yeſterday with a ſeeming i intention 
of this us upon our poſt near Newport. We waited for 
them the whole day; but they halted in the evening at a place 
called Milltown, about two miles from us. — Upon regonnoitring 
their ſituation, it appeared probable that they only meant to a- 
muſe us in front, while their real intent was to march by our 
right, and, by ſuddenly paffing the Brandywine and gaining the 
heights upon the north fide of that river, get between us and 
Philadelphia, and cut us off from that city. To prevent this, 
it was judged expedient to change our- poſition immediately : 

the army accordingly marched at two o'clock this morning, 
and will take poſt this evening upon the high grounds near 
Chad's Ford.—We have heard nothing circumſtantial from the 
enemy this day: when I do, I ſhall ee tranſmit you 

an account. | 


1h. have the honor to be, Se. mes oak EN, N 6. W. 
8 55 " Chad's 5 80 Seer 10, 577 


YESTERDAY evening I received the honor of your 
letter of the ninth, with its ſeveral incloſures.— have written 
to general Putnam to detach the fifteen hundred men mention- 
ed by Congreſs, and incloſe my letter upon the ſubject, which 
you will be pleaſed to forward to him by the earlieſt opportu- 
nit ; 
. k refpet to the ſubject of monſieur Da Coudray's letter, I 
would beg leave to 'obſerve, however eligible the meaſure 
might otherwiſe be which he 1ecommends, an attempt to carry 
it into execution at this time would anſwer no valuable pur- 
poſe, as the work in all probability could not be more than 
marked out when it would be wanted. I would alſo add that 
I do not conceive any great advantages could be derived from 
it, ſuppoſing it could be completed, —as we are certain the ene- 
my will never attack lines which they can avoid. If they were 
obliged to approach Philadelphia by a particular route, in fuch 
caſe no excitions ſhould be ſpared to erect works, and the a- 
doption of the plan would be highly expedient. 1 

The enemy are now lying near Kennet's Square, wry: in a 
tolerably compact body. They have parties advanced on the 
Lancaſter road, and on tlwſe leading over this ford and to 


Wilmington. Manceuv ring appears to be their plan. I hope, 
notwith- 
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notwithſtanding, that we ſliall be able to find out theit real ĩu- 

tended. route, and to defeat their purpoſes. 1 

By light- horſemen this inſtant come in, the Enemy « are.in 0 
tion; and appear to be advancing towards us. His excellepcy 
is giving the neceſſary orders, and getting the troops under 
arms, which prevents him from agning this himſelf as Ws ins 
tended at firſt. 12h) "WY 

I have the honor to be, &c. Fo + H. anus, 

Oe 0 e —[t it ſaid the eren have halted. 


„ at Chad's Ford, September 10, 1777. 


YOUR favor of this morning came to hand about two 
o'clock. His excellency was then out, and ſtill is.—I have 
nothing material to inform you of reſpecting the enemy.— By 
the laſt avices from our reconnoitring parties, they had halted. 
in a low ground ſtrongly flanked by two hills, about a mile be- 
low. Welch's tavern. It is ſuppoſed they moved from the poſt 
they occupied this morning, for want of water. Some intereſt- 
ing event may take place to-morrow, as they are within a con- 
venient diſtance to attack, if they have any ſuch intention. | 

have the honor to be, Ke. K. H. Hanne, 

— 


* 


chad Ford, Sept I I, 1777, three quarters « after 8 o'clock 2. 1 


Si, 


THE enemy are now 3 Their preſent appear- 
ance indicates a diſpoſition to purſue this route. If they do, I 
truſt they will meet with a ſuitable reception, and ſuch as will 
eftabliſh our liberties, —They are now advanced near the Bran- 
diwine, and have fired ſeveral pieces of artillery. | 


I have the honor to be, &c. | R. H. Hangers 


1+} 


. | "TR 


SR, Chad's Ford, 5 0 'clock P.M. Sept. 11, 1777. 
WHEN I had the henor of addreſſing 5 vou this morning, 


I meationed that the enemy were advancing, and had begun a 
canmmonade.— I would now beg leave to inform you «that ; the y 
have kept up a brifk fire from their artillery ever ſince. heir, 
advanced party Was attacked by our light troops under general 

' You II. 8 Maxwell 


wh, — ONET PEI — Ds 8 hag; IS: 
w . IA — CE 


van at the ford next above this, and the action has been very 


we have been obliged to leave the enemy maſters of the field. 


above us, was uncertain and contradictory, notwithſtanding all 
my pains to get the beſt. This prevented me making a diſpo- 
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Maxwell, who croſſed the Brandiwine for that purpoſe, and had 
poſted his men on ſome high grounds on each fide the road. 
The fire from our people was not of long duration; as the ene 
my preſſed on in force, —but was very ſeverec 

What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, cannot be aſcertained with 
preciſion : : but, from our ſituation, and the briſkneſs of the at- 
tack, 1t is the general opinion, particularly of thoſe Who were 
engaged, that they had at leaſt three hundred men killed and 
wounded.—Our damage is not exactly known: but, from the 
beſt accounts we have been able to obtain, it does not exceed 
fifty ia the whole. 

After this affair, the enemy halted upon the heights, where 
they have remained ever ſince, except a detachment of them, 
which filed off about eleven o*clock from their left, and which 
has fince paſſed Brandiwine at Jones's ford, between five and 
fix miles above Chad's. The amount of it is not known, —the 
accounts reſpecting it being various, —ſome making it two or 

three thouſand ſtrong, and others more. | 

"Generals Sullivan, Stirling, and Stephen, with their Uivig- 
ons, are gone in purſuit, and to attack it if they can with any 
proſpect of ſucceſs. —There has been a ſcattering looſe fire be- 
tween our parties on each fide the creek ſince the action in the 
morning, which juſt now became warm, when general Maxwell 

aſſed over with his corps, and drove them from their ground 
with the loſs of thirty men left dead on the ſpot (among them 

a captain of the forty-ninth), and a number of intrenching tools 
with which they were throwing up a battery. 

At half after four o'clock, the enemy attacked general Sulli- 


violent ever fince.—It till continues.—A very ſevere cannon- 
ade has begun here too; and I ſuppoſe we ſhall have a very 
hot evening: I hope it will be a happy one. 

I have the honor to be, in * haſte, fir, your moſt obedi- 
ent ſervant. | K + e 


IrR, Cheſter, Sept. It, 1777, twelve o'clock at night. 
1 AM ſorry to inform you, that, in this day's engagement, 
— Unfortunately, the intelligence received, of the enemy's ad- 


yancing up the Brandiwine and croffing at a ford about fix miles 


ſition 


* 


* 
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| fition adequate to the force with which the enemy Ane us 


on our right; in conſequence of which, the troops firſt” engaged 
were obliged to retire before they couid be reinforced. In the 
midſt of the attack on the right, that body of the enemy, which 


remained on the other fide of Chad's ford, 'crofſed it, and at- 


tacked the diviſion there under the command of general Wayne, 
and the light troops under general Maxwell, who, after a fevere 


conflict, alſo retired. The militia under the dnt of gene- 


neral Armſtrong being poſted at a ford about two miles below 
Chad's, had no opportunity of engaging. 

But, though we fought under many diſadvantages, and were; 
from the cauſes above mentioned, obliged to retire, yet our 


| loſs of men is not, I am perſuaded, very conſiderable. I he- 


lieve, much leſs then enemy's. We have alſo loſt ſeven or 
eight pieces of cannon, according to the beſt information I can 


at preſent obtain. The baggage, having been pre viouſly moved 


off, is all ſecure, ſaving the men's blankets, which Selig ut 
their backs, many of them doubtleſs are loſt. 7 RS: 

I have directed all the troops to aſſemble behind Cheſter; 
where they are now arranging for this night. —Notwithſtanding 


the misfortune of the day, I am happy to find the troops in 


good ſpirits: and I hope another time we ſhall FO * 
the loſſes now ſuſtained. 
The mar quis La Fayette was Wed Et the leg, and gene- 


ral Woodford in the hand: divers other officers wete wounded, 
and ſome flain; - but the numbers of eicher cannot now be al. 
| certained. An | 


I have the 3 to be, 850. i gh 5 65 W. 

P. S. It has not been in my power to ſend you ouriet intel- 
W the preſent being: the firſt leiſure moment I have tid 
fince the action. | ay Wo 


SIR,  Head-Duarters, Germantown, Jeprember 13, 1777. 
I HAVE been honored with your favor of this date— I 


heartily with the works on Delaware were completed: but I 
think, —and in this opinion my officers concur,—that the ſer- 
vice will be injured if any part of the continental troops were 
now to be emplayed about them. If we ſhould be able to op- 
poſe general Howe with ſucceſs in the field, the works will be 
unneceſlary ;—if not, and he ſhould force us from hence, he 


will certainly poſſeſs himſelf of them. But, to prevent his at- 
-tenipting it now, I have Grand the meadows on- Province- 


Iſland 
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| Iſland to be overflowed immediately, and any other grounds 
that may be thought neceſſary. for that purpoſe.—The works 
have been more peculiarly under the direction of monſieur Du 
Coudray, and I doubt not he will pay every attention to their 
un ang ſecurity, that the fituatian of affairs will en | 
of. 


A part of the militia under gane gal Armſtrong wil be polt- 
ed along Schuylkill, to throw up redoubts at the different ks | 
which will be occalionally occupied, whilit 1 move to the other 
ſide with the main body of the army.— This diſpofition appears 
to me the moſt eligible ſrom a confideration of all circumftan- 
ces, and better than if any part of our preſent force was to be 
employed at the forts. —If further reinforcements of the militia 
ſhould come in, they perhaps may be more praperly N to 
that buſineſs than any we now have. 

Your letter reſpecting general De Borre juſt now came to 
hand: I ſhall tranſmit him a copy of it and of the reſolution. 
There can be no court of inquiry into his conduct at this time: 
as ſoon as the ſtate of the army will admit, it will be held. 


1 have the e to be, &c. ares | | G, We. 
Sim, 4 Head-Quarters, near Germantown, Sepe, 14, 17754; | 


1 HAVE the honor of yours this morning, incloſing the 
2 of a letter from general Dickinſon In conſequence of 
the intereſting information contained in it, I have written to ge- 
neral Putnam, directing him to ſend france a ſecond detach- 

ment of a thouſand men in addition to the former, as you. will. 
perceive by peruſing the incloled duplicate of my letter to him 
which you will be pleaſed to ſeal and dilpatch as expeditiouſly 
as poſſible, leſt the original ſhould by 2 accident miſcarry. 
1 have the honor to be, Sc. S. W. 
P. S. You have alſo copies of other letters, by which vou 
will perceive the meaſures I am taking, and which you will 
in like manner be pleaſed to forwaid.— On ſecond thoughts, I 
ſhould be glad you would tranſmit the incloſures open to gene- 
ral Dickinſon, for his peruſal _ information, and to be for- 
warded by him, | 


* * 
a» . - 


* 
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+ YOUR: favor of yeſterday, with its ſeveral. incloſyres, . 


came to hand laſt night. —Though I would willingly pay every 
artention to the reſolutions of Congrefs, yet, in the late inſtance 
reſpecting the recall of general Sullivan, I muſt beg leave to 
defer giving any order about it, till I hear further ſrom that 
honorable body. Our ſituation at this time is critical and de- 
lieate; and nothing ſhould be done to add to its embarraſſ- 
ments. We are now moſt probably on the point of another 
action: and to derange the army by withdrawing ſo many ge- 
neral officers from it, may and muſt be attended with, many diſ- 


agreeable if not, ruinous conſequences. Such a' proceeding-at 
another time might not produce any bad effects: but how can 


the army be poſſibly conducted with a proſpect of ſucceſs, if 


the general officers are taken off in the moment of battle 2 


Congreſs may rely upon it, ſuch a meaſure will. not promote 
but ate Weſertiee ., ** 10 
It is not my wiſh to prevent or te delay a proper inquiry in- 
to general Sullivan's conduct a ſingle inſtant, when the circum- 
ſtances of the army will admit: but now they ꝓrohibit it, and 
(I think) the ſuſpenſion in his command alſo. The recall. of 
general St. Clair obliged me to part with general Lincoln 
whom I could but ill ſpare; ſo that the whole charge of his di- 
yifion is now upon general Wayne, there being no other briga- 
dier in it than himſelf.—-The Maryland troops, if general Sullivan 


- K 1 
18. , * 


is taken away, will not have one general officer, general Small- 


wood being at the head of the militia coming from that ſtate, 


and general De Borre ſuſpended: - added to this, colonel Giſt, 
who commands one regiment of thein, is now from it by orders 


-—lIn a word, fir, whether the charges alledged againſt Sullivan 
are true or falſe, or whether his conduct has been exceptionable 


or not, I am ſatisfied the reſolu:ion for his recall at this time 
was unhappily adopted, and, if carried into execution, will not 
fail to add new difficulties to our preſent diſtreſſes: and I am 


obliged to obſerve, in juſtice to my own character, that I can- 


not be anſwerable for the conſequences which may ariſe from a 


want of officers to aſſiſt me. 


It gives me great pleaſure to find general Gates is on ſo re- 
ſpectable a footing; and I hope our affairs in that quarter, in 


the courſe of a little time, will be in as proiperous a train as 
we could reaſonably wiſh, . - = | 


The main body of the enemy, from the beſt intelligence I 
have been able to get, lies near Dilwarthtown, not far from the 
PTR | | | | fie ld 


Ber 
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field of adion, where chey have been buſily employed in bury- 
Ing their dead, which, from accounts, amounted to a very conſi- 
derable number. We are moving up this road to get between 
the enemy and the Swedes' ford, and to prevent them from 
turning our right flank, which they ſeem to have a violent in- 
clination to effect, by. all their movements. | 

I would beg leave to recommend in the moſt earneſt manner, 
that ſome board or committee be appointed, or ſome mode 
adopted, for obtaining ſupplies of blankets for the troops: 
many are now without; and the ſeaſon becoming cold, they 
will be injured in their health, and unfitted for ſervice, unleſs 
they are immediately provided with them. Our ſupplies in 
this inſtance, as well as in every article of clothing, cannot be 
too great, as there are frequent loſſes not equally to be avoid- 
ed.—I would alſo obſerve that I think, in point of prudence 
and ſound policy, every ſpecies of. proviſions ſhould be removed 
from the city, except ſuch as will be neceſſary to ſupply the 
preſent demands of this army. I have been told there are 
conſide rable quantities in private hands, which ſhould not be 
ſuffered to remain a moment ag 46 than oy can bY cenexyed 


away. | n. 7 
725 have the honor f to be, Se. VVV Gd W. 

oy 7 hy 4 | SAY = 4 #6 45 
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A Camp between the Murren and 2 Wii ft orſe 
St. FAY 's Taverns, September 16, 47 Ts 


1 ARRIVED "A last night with the army, and am ow 
ſo far advanced as to be in a poſition to meet the enemy on the 
route to Swedes' Ford if they ſhould direct their courſe that 
way. Their ſituation, Ibelieve, from the beſt information I 
have been able to obtain, is nearly the ſame as it was 8 
evening when | wrote to yon 2 

L have ordered all the troops to be refrethed this morning, 
as they were late in getting to their ground laſt night, and they 
are now cooking their proviſion. In the mean time I intend to 
ſee my general officers, and to collect their ſentiments 1 * mw 
ſubject of our next movement and operations. «Oo 

General Smallwood was at Oxford meeting-houfe yeſicediy; 
He has with him about eleven hundred and fifty rank and file 
fit for duty: but not more than eight hundred and fixty or ſe- 
venty are well armed, —ſome are without any: they want am- 
munition too and many neceſſaries. The former I ordered on 


eee-Colosel Giſt is at Chriſtiana with about ſeven hun- 
dred 


- 
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dred men, who will form a junction with er- aue | 


dhe the honor * 6 BY . . G. W. 


e e Tellow-Springs, September 17, 1777. 


Ny HAVE been honored with your two favors of yeſ- 
terday, and their n, to which due attention ſhall be 


paid. 


The enemy ſeem now to be training every nerve to accom- 


pliſh their purpoſe : but I truſt, whatever preſent ſucceſs they 
may have, they will, ere long, experience a reverſe of fortune. 
lf they have four "thouſand men in the Jerſeys, it is probable 
they have ſomething more ſetious in view than a mere diver- 
fion ; but I am in hopes, when general M*Dougal comes to u- 
nite his force with the militia, general Dickinſon will be ſtrong 
enough effectually to make head againſt them. 

Yeſterday the enemy moved from Concord, by the Eden 
towards the Lancaſter road, with evident deſign to gain our right 
flank. This obliged us to alter our poſition and march to this 
place, from whence we intend immediately to proceed to War- 
wick. — We ſuffered much from the ſevere weather yeſterday 


and laſt night, being unavoidably ſeparated from our tents 


and baggage,—which not only endangers the health of the 
men, but has been very injurious to our arms and ammuni- 
tion. Theſe, when we arrive at Warwick, we ſhall endeavor, 
as ſoon as poſſible, to put again into a proper condition, - to do 
which, and to refreſh the men, are two principal motives for 
going there. 


34 have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
N 
Six, | Camp near Pott s-Grove, September 2 3. 1777, 


I HAVE. not bad the honor of addrefling you ſince your 
adjournment to Lancaſter, and I ſincerely wiſh that my firſt let- 
ter was upon a more agreeable ſubject.— The enemy, by a va- 
riety of perplexing manceuvres through a country from which [ 
could not derive the leaſt intelligence (being to a man difaf- 
feed), contrived to paſs the Schuylkill laſt night at the Flat- 
land and other fords in the neighborhood of it. 'They marched 
immediately towards Philadelphia, and I imagine their ad van- 
ced parties will be near that city to- night. 


er had fo far got the ſtart before I received certain intel- 
| ligence 
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ligence that any e number had croſſed, that I found 

it in vain to think of overtaking their, unn, with troops harrafl- 
ed as ours had been with conſtant mar ing fince the. battle. 
of Braudiwine:; and therefore concluded, by the advice of, all 
the, general. biBcars, td march from this place to-morrow morn- 
ing towards Philadelphia, and on the way endeavor to form & * 

nction with the continental troops under general M'Dougal 
from Peekſkill, and the Jerſey militia under general Dickinſon, 
both of whom are, I hope, on this fide the Delaware. — am al- 
10 abliged to wait for general Wayne and general Smallwood, 
who were left upon the other fide of Schuylkill, in hopes of 
falling upon the e rear: — but * have eluded them as 
well as us. 

When I laſt 8 the Schuylkill, it was with a firm i in- 
tent of giving the enemy battle wherever I ſhould meet, 
them, and accordingly. advanced as far as the Warren tavern. 
upon the Lancaſter road, near which place the two armies 
were upon the point of coming to a general engagement, but 
were prevented by a moſt violent flood of rain, which continued 
all the day and following night. When it held up, we. had the 
mortification to find that our ammunition, which had been com- 
pleted to forty rounds a man, was entirely ruined; and in that 
fituation we had nothing left for it but to figd out a ſtrong. 
piece of ground which we could eaſily maintain till we. 
could get the arms put into. order, and a recruit of ammuni - 
tion. 25 1 
Before this —_ be fully afford. the enemy marched. * 
their. poſition near the White-houſe tavern, down the road 
leading to the Swedes' Ford.—I immediately croſſed the 
Schuylkill above them, and threw myſelf full in their front, 
hoping to meet them in their paſlage, or ſoon after they had 
paired the river. — The day before yeſterday they were again in 
motion, and marched rapidly up the road leading towards 
Reading, — This induced me to believe that they had two ob- 
jects in. view,—one to get round the right of the army, —the 
other perhaps to detach parties to Reading where we had con- 
ſiderable quantities of military ſtores, 

To feuſtrate thoſe intentions, I moved the army up on hls 
Ade the river to this place, determined to keep pace with them: 
but early this morning I received intelligence that they had 
croſſed the fords below. Why 1 did not follow immediately, I 
have mentioned in the former part of my letter; but the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon againſt being able to make a forced march is 
the want of hoes. Mcficurs Caroll, Chaſe, and Penn, WhO 
ENF OT | wete 
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were ſome days wit the army, can inform Congreſs. in how 
deplorable a ſituation the troops are, for want of that neoeſſary 
© article. At leaſt one thouſand men are bare-footed, and have 
performed the marches in that condition. I was told of a great 
number of ſhoes in the hands of private people in Philadelphia, 
and ſent down to ſecure them: but I doubt the approach of 


the enemy will prevent it. . n 
I have planned a method of throwing a garriſon into. Fort 
Mifflin.—If'it ſucceeds, and they, with the aſſiſtance of the 
ſhips and gallies, ſhould keep the obſtructions in the river, ge- 
neral Howe's ſituation in Philadelphia will not be the moſt a- 
greeable : for if his ſupplies can be ſtopped by water, it may 
be eaſily done by land. To do both ſhall be my utmoſt en- 
deavor; and I am not yet without hope that the acquiſition 
of Philadelphia may, inſtead of his good fortune, prove his 
ruin. 8 „ rt LA, 62: 011 þ heb he 
| General St. Clair, who has been conſtantly with the army 
for ſome time paſt, can give you many pieees. of information. 
which may have eſcaped me, and therefore I refer you to him 
for many particulars, . 4 5 ren 
If there are any ſhoes and blankets to be had in Lancaſter or 
that part of the country, I earneſtly intreat you to have them 
taken up for the uſe of the army. I have been informed that 
there are large parcels of ſhoes in particular there. Ls 
Finding that the incloſed came from colonel Gibſon, I took 
the liberty of opening it, as I wanted much ro know what route 

he was taking. DE OS mon OS TT 

I have ordered all the Virginia. militia who are tolerably 
armed to come forward and join the army. Thoſe who have 
no arms are to wait at Frederiftown in Maryland till they hear 
whether any can be provided for them at Lancafter : you will 
therefore be pleaſed to make enquiry what number can be pro- 
cured there, and ſend an expreſs to Frederic with orders for as 
many men to come forward as there are arms. 


ix a2 FE; 
1 have the honor to be, &c. +..." + > Gnon Wf 


Camp, twenty miles from Philadelphia, Oktober 351777; 


Sta, | | | 

EY ok 3 | : | | $4412. BT AQ 

,  YESTERDAY- afternoon I had the honor to receive 
Jour favors of the thirtieth ultimo, with their incloſures.—I 
was much obliged by the accounts from the northern army, 
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ta GENERAL WASHINGTON 


teh ! in general they had l me before; ; and T : FFI 
myfelf we hall ſoon hear that they have been ſucceeded by G- 
ther fortunate and intereſting events, as the two atmies, by ge- 
neral Gates's letter, were encamped near each other. 

J ſhall pay due attention to the refolution you refer me to; 
and no exertions on my part ſhall be wanting, to collect what 


neceſſaries I can for the army. This, I am perſuaded; wilt be 


equally attended to by the honorable board of war ; ; and. J hope, 
by care and induſtry, many ſupplies may be obtained to relieve 
our diſtreſſes. which, in the articles of ſhoes, Rockings, and 
blankets, are extremely great. 

Since my letter of the twenty-ninth, no favorable change has 
taken place in our affairs: —on the contrary, we have ſuſtained 
an additional loſs in the capture of the Delaware. She fell in- 
to the enemy” s hands in a day or two after they were in poſſeſ- 
fron of the city, and in a manner not yet well underſtood. — 
Some have ſappoſed the crew mutinied,——while another report 
is, that ſhe was diſabled in her rudder by a ſhot, and drove on 
ſore. —This misfortune takes off the ſucceſs of captain Biddle's 
cruiſe. —I will not dwell longer on the ſubject. Congreſs may 
reſt aſſured. all the means in my power ſhall be employed to 
put our affairs in a more agrecable train, and to 1 r the” 
end they ſo earneſtly wiſh. _ 

I have the honor to be, &c. e G. w. 

P. 8. Incloſed is a copy of genere Howe's prochyuiation' 11 


fued the * ultimo. 


„ 


Sra, Camp near Peamibacker's Mill, Oclober 52 177 7. 


HAVING received intelligence through two intercepted 
lettere, that general Howe had detached a part of his force for 
the pnrpoſe of reducing Billingſport and the forts on the Dela- 
ware, I communicated the accounts to my general officers, who” 
were unanimonſſy of oprnion that a favorable opportunity offer- 
ed to make an attack upon the troops which were at and near 
Germantown. Tt was accordingly agreed that it ſhould take 
place yeſterday morning, and the following Cifpofſtions were 
made. 

The diviſions of Sullivan and Wayne, flank ed by Conway's 
brigade, were to. enter the town by the way of Cheſnut-hill, 
white general Armſtrong with the Pennſylvania militik could 
fall down the Manatawny road by Vandeeting's mill, and ger 


upon the enemy's left and rear. The diviſions of Greene and 
Stephen, 


ſure to obſtruct our advance. 


”  6FE]ICcraA GT EITERS. 


Stephen, flauked by M*Dougal's W 1 to enter; 5 by 


taking a circuit by way of the lime-kiln road, at the market- 
houſe, and to attack their right wing; and the militia of Mary- 


hand and Jerſey, under generals Smallwood and Forman, were 


to march by the old Vork road, and fall upon the rear of their 
right. Lord Stirling, with Naſh and Maxwell's brigades, was 


I 


to form a corps-de- reſerve. 


We marched about ſeven o'clock the preceding evening, and 


general Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Conway?s bri- 


gade, attacked their piquet at Mount Airy or Mr. Allen's houſe, 


about ſun-riſe the next morning, which preſently gave way ; and 


kis main body, conſiſting of the right wing, following ſoon, en- 
gaged the light infantry and other troops encamped near the 
piquet, which they forced from their ground.— Leaving their 
baggage, they retreated a conſiderable diſtance, having previ- 
ouſly thrown a party into Mr. Chew's houſe, who were in a fi- 
tuation not to be eaſily forced, and had it in their power, from 
the windows, to give us no ſmall annoyance, and in- a great mea- 


- 


The attack from our left column under general Greene be- 
gan about three-quarters of an hour after that from the right, 
and was for ſome time equally ſucceſsful. But I cannot enter 
upon the particulars of what happened in that quarter, as I am 


not yet informed of them with ſufficient certainty and preciſion. 


Ihe morning was extremely foggy, which prevented our im- 
proving the advantages we gained, ſo well as we ſhould other- 
wiſe have done. I his circumſtance, by concealing from us the 
true fituation of the enemy, obliged us to act with more caution 
and lefs expedition than we could have wiſhed, and gave the e- 
nemy time to recover from the effects of our firſt impreſſion : 
and, what was {ijl more unfortunate, it ſerved to keep our dii- 
ferent parties in ignorance of each other's movements, and hin- 
dered their acting in concert. It alfo occaſioned them to Miſ- 
take one another for the enemy,—which, 1 believe, more than 
any thing elſe, contributed to the misfortune which enfued.— 
inthe midſt of the moſt promiſing appearances, when every thing 
gave the moſt flattering hopes of victory, the troops began ſud- 
denly to retreat, and entirely left the field, in ſpite of every, ef- 
fort that could be made to rally them. 85 . 

Upon the whole, it may be ſaid the day was rather unfortu- 
nate than injurious.— We ſuſtained no material loſs of men, and 
brought off all tne artillery, except one piece which was diſ- 


mounted. — The enemy are nothing the better by the event; 


and our troops, who are not in the leaſt diſpirited by it, have 
Dos TY £39 | ; | v 
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Leaded what wit young troops gain by bene 4 in actions. We 
have had however feveral valuable officers killed and wounded, 
particularly the latter. General Naſh is among the wounded, ; 
and his life is deſpaired of. As ſoon as It is poſſi ble ta in 
a return of our loſs, I will tranſmit it. 

In juſtice to general Sullivan and the whole right wing 85 
the army, whoſe conduct I had an opportunity of obſerving, as 
they ated immediately under my eye: — I have the pleaſure to 
inform you that both officers and men behaved with a degree of 
en that did them the higheſt honos, 

I have the honor to be, Se. G. W. 

P. 8. As I have obſerved, I have not 3 a return of 
our loſs: but, from what I have Juſt now learned from general 
Greene, I fear it is more conſiderable than I at firſt apprehend. + 
ed—in men. The cannon, mentioned above, is laid to havg 
bees yogi of in 2 waggon. ER, N 1 


— 


— 
— — 


Sis, Camp near Pennibacker's Mill, October 3, 1775. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the fifth, 1 
have obtained a return of our loſs in the action on ſaturday, by 
which it appears to be much more confiderable than I at firſt 
apprehended, though I always magined myſelf that it was 
greater than it was generally ſuppoſed to be. Ihe copy 
of the return incloſed will ſhew the amount as it now ſtands ; TT 
but J hope many of thaſe who. are miſſing will yet come in; I 
fear however there are ſeveral under that denomination to be 
added to the number of the flain, as the action was warm in e- 
very quarter, from the information of the officers who command. 

ed the different attacks. 

What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, I am not able preciſely to al. 
certain: but from a variety of correſponding accounts of per- 
ſons who left the city ſince, and thoſe of a delerter, it was very. 
conſiderable. The deſerter, who is intelligent, ſays general 
Agnew was killed, ſir W an Erſkine wounded in the head 
and leg, and that their general le ſs, in killed and wounded a- 
mounted to near eight hundred. Several reputable perſons 
from the city corroborate this, particularly with reſpect to 
nezabAgnew's death: ſome ſay upwards of two hundred. wag⸗ 
gons with wounded were carried in after the action, and before 
they came out, and that it was the common belief there, the 
enemy had beet ſeverely handled. 

8 is with much chagrin and martification J add, thay every: 

| account 
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Itkount confirnis the opinion 1 * fr. 8 e 
troops retreated at the inſtant when victory was declaringcher- 
ſelf im our favor. — the tumult, diſorder, and even delpair, 
ech, it ſeems, had taken place in the Britiſh army, were 
ſcarcel y to be paralleled ; and it is ſaid, fo ſtrongly did the ideas 
of à retreat prevail, that Cheſter was fixed on as their rende. 
vous! I can diſcover no other cauſe for not improving this 
happy opportunity, than the extreme hazineſs of the weather. 
y intention is to encamp the army at ſome ſuitable plact 

to reſt and refreſh the men, and recover them from the ſtill re- 


maining effects of that diſorder naturally attendant on a retreat. 


We ſhall here wait for the reinforcements coming on, and fſhatl 
then act according to circumſtances. —General Varnum, with 


the detachment from Peekſkill amounting to about twelve hun- 


dred, including officers, would be laſt night at CoryePs kerry. 
About five hundred militia from Vir ginia, and two hundred from 
Maryland, together with colonel Gibſon's ſtate regiment con- 

liſting of two hundred and twenty-fix effectives, have already 
joined the army.—Since the action, general Forman's brigade 
of Jerſey militia has quitted us. The men began to be unealy 
at their ſituation, and deſirous to return home: and as, by ſome 


intelligence received from general Dickinſon, there was reaſon 
to imagine there might be a call for their ſervices in- the Jo. 


ſeys, it was thought expedient to gratify their deſire, 8 2 
The ſtate of our water defence on the Delaware is far from 


being as flattering as could be wiſhed, After ſome ſlight oppo- 


ſition from the Jerſey militia under general Newcomb, a de- 


tachment of the enemy took poſſeſſion of Rillingſport. , This 


perhaps is an event of no material conſequence ; but it is to be 


lamented that many of the officers and ſeamen on board the gal- 
lies have manifeſted a diſpoſition that does them little honor. 
Looking upon their ſituation as deſperate, or probably from 
worſe motives, they have been guilty of the moſt alarming de- 


ſertions : two whole crews, including the officers, have deſerted - 


to the enemy, I learn however by captain Brewer, who is this 


moment arrived here from the fleet, that the accounts they have 


received from the city, of our late attack, were ſuch as to have 
produced a favorable change, and to have inſpired them with 
more confidence. I would here obſerve, that the charge of 


bad conduct was by no means applicable to the whole far 
from it. He further adds that four of the enemy's ſhips made 
an attempt yeſterday morning to weigh the chevaux-de-friſe op- 


olite to Billingſport, but were repulſed by our gallies, - which 
* Ho" contributed to raiſe the ſpirits of the feamen. Our 
garriſon 
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. garriſcn on Fort. Iſland, conſiſting of little more. than two hun- 
.gdred continental troops under lieutenant-colonel Smith, aper 
determined to maintain their poſts to the laſt extremity. 
I beg leave to mention to Congreſs that there is a great defi- 
ciency of general officers to command this amy. When the 
detachment coming from Peekſxkill joins us, we (hall have thir- 
teen brigades. Theſe require as many brigadiers, aud ſix major- 
generals. —inſtead of theſe, we ſhall have only four major- gene- 
rals and ſix brigadiers ; and the deficiency will be {till increaſ- 
ed by the death of general Nath, which, from every appearance, 
is momently to be expected. General Woodford's abſence, oc- 
caſioned by his wound, adds to our embarraſſments, though it 
will be but for a time. Under theſe circumſtances, Congreſs 
will be ſenſible that the government of the army cannot go on 
with that energy which is efſential to its well-being and ſucceſs. 
Neither officers nor men will transfer the reſpect and obedience 
they pay to a general officer, to a colonel who happens to be 
appointed to the temporary command of a brigade ; nor will 
he, knowing his authority to be only temporary, be as ſolicit- 
ous to inforce it as one who is conſcious he is to continue in the 
Nation he fills. Want of leiſure Prevents my being more parti- 
cular at this time: but I ſhall take the liberty, in a day oi two, 
to point out the troops that are in want of general ollicers,: with 
=hy obſeryations on the ſubject. 8 5 g 
] cannot however. omit this opportriity of recommending ge- 

neral M*Dougal to their notice. This gentleman, from the 
time of his appointment as brigadier,—from his abilities, mili- 
tary knowledge, and approved bravery,—-has every claim to 
promotion. If I miſtake not, he was paſſed over in the laſt ap- 
Fhint ment of major: generals. aud younger officers preferred be- 
fore him: but his difntereſted attachment to the ſervice pre- 
vented his acting in the mannet that is cuſtomary in like cir- 
cumſtances. This, I think, gives him a peculiar title to eſteem, 
and conturs with the opinion I have of his value as an officer, 
to make me wiſh it may appear adviſable to Congreſs to pro- 
mote him to one of the vacancies. 

At would be wellif the intended inquiry into the con of 
general St. Clair could be brought to a ſpeed of ive 3- and, af he 
is acquitted to the ſatisfaction of Congreſs, that, as his general 


character as an officer is good, he may be nie reſtored tothe 
ſervice. | M isi yabruc 
| — Letten: this evening received from. colonel. Howkes: Hay 
of Haverſtraw, dated the bg at four o'clock P. M. four ſhips 


of war, a conßde -: . armed veſſels. eight tranſports, 
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Joo Gent 8 boats, b 456 ain W 
oppoſite | that place, and were landing troops at Tar 


| Poe Tbeit number and defign were not known. 
I ͤ have the honor to be, &c. * G: W. 


P. 8. Ineloſed you will find a copy of a letter from colonel 
Mifffin, containing an account of the action of the fourth, as 


mentioned by the Britiſh officers in Philadelphia. I would beg 


leave to obſerve, that I think miſs S ** name ſhould: not * 
me tſ6ned.” | i 


. 
— >=, 
> 4 


Sin, a bo Pennibac ber: Mill, October 8, 1777. 


As general Howe's operations are in this quarter, and 
his object in all probability fixed for this campaign, I am induc- 
ed to ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congrets if the whole-or 
4 part of the regiment of artillery commanded by colonel Har- 


rifon ſhould not be immediately ordered to join this army. In- 


the late actions, the corps under general Knox has ſuffered ſe- 


verely ; and it is ſo reduced by the number of killed, wounded, 


&c. that we are obliged to make draughts from the other bat- 
talions to ſupply their places. The meaſure I have ventured? 
to ſubmit will not, from preſent appearances, be attended with 

111 conſequences, if carried into execution,—and the lefs ſo, 
as the ſtate of Virginia, according to my information, is railing 


another regiment. Should it be thought adviſable, Congreſs: 


will tranſmit their orders to colonel Harrifon. If = bre 
comes, they need not bring their artillery. | 
1 e _ honor to be, Kc. | G. W. 


Camp, twenty. fr fx miles from Philadelphia, 2 10, 177 ; 


Sta, 


ON wedneſday evening I received the honor of your letter 
of the ſeventh with it ſeveral incloſures.—The providing of 
ſaitable-quarters for the troops during the winter demands our 
attention: but I confels it is difficult to ſay where they will be. 
Sundry circumſtances may occur in the courſe of the campaigu, 
to rehder any proviſion, which —_ now be: thought ol, alto» 
gether improper. | Hu 

In reſpect to general Putnam's — thou the accounts: 
tranſmitted by colonel Hawkes Hay indicate that the enemy 
had 
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had ſome wk in contemplation, yet 1 cannot but Wiek the 

force the general mentions. to have been at New-York w 
greatly exaggerated. The -higheſt number of. the reinfoxc: an 

ments, ſaid to have arrived, is three thouſand 3 and theſe are 

mentioned to be half boys. Other reports make it much leſs.— 
und ſome as low as five or fix hundred. However, be it what 
it may, it is not in my power to grant him aid. —Had the rein- 
forcement artived before the troops marched from Peekſkill, 
ſo many might not have been ordered from thence. But the 
caſe was otherwiſc, or at leaſt I was not appriſed of their arri- 
val; and the detachments from thence were directed by the 
advice of my general officers, who had under conſideration the 
fate of the whole force at that poſt and its dependencies, ac- 

. cording to a general return, At the fate time I urged general 

Putnam to call-in all his out-poſts, and to write in preſſing terms 

to governor Trumbull to aſſiſt him with ſome militia. 

T have not heard a ſingle ſyllable more of the troops or fleet 
mentioned by colonel Hawkes Hay, except a vague report to- 
day that a number, ſuppoſed to be about fifteen. hundred, had 
landed on this ſide the river at Haverſtraw.—If the fact i is fo 
it is probable they mean to paſs through the Clove and inve! 
the forts.—I have great confidence in 44 aQivity, aud brapeęi | 
of governor Clinton; and I truſt, if ſuch is their view, they 
will meet at leaſt with a ſpirited if not a ſucceſsful oppolition. 
I have ſent up lieutenant-colonel Radire, one of the engli- 
neers, with orders to direct ſuch other works as may e 
meceflary. _ -. 

There was a very ſevere mma on wedneſday night 1 
began about twelve o'clock, and continued till yeſterday e 
between ſeven and eight. I have not learned the occaſion 3 5 
but, from the direction, ſuppoſe it was at Fort- Mifin,. or an 
engagement between our armed veſſels and the enemy's ſhips, 
which probably were making a ſecond attempt agatnſt the che- 

-vaux-de-friſe,—TI have determined to maintain the poſt at Red- 
bank, if it can be done, and have detached colonel Greene 
there with his regiment 'of Rhode- Iſtand troops, conſiſting of 
about two hundred and twelve effective privates. I have alfo 

written to general Newcomb of Jerſey, preſſi ing him to give all 

the aid he can from the militia. 
Since my letter of the ſeventh we have been joined by more 
of the Virginia militia.— The whole number now in, camp. a- 

- mounts to about eleven hundred. Many of their arms are in- 

different, and almoſt the whole are deflitute of pouches' and 


ether necefſ tary accoutrements. 
On 


4 
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On ſunday the enemy Ses Billingſport. They left all 
dur cannon, hut burned the platforms and carriages. 
Incloſed you will receive a letter addteſſed to me bye 
Portail: Congreſs will judge of the contents, and Sos ag 
them as they may think they merit. 38 2 vines 

The military cheſt is nearly exhauſted, not paving more than 
ten thouſand dollars in it; and a large pait of the army is to 
pay for the month of Auguſt. Beſides their claims, large ſums 
are wanted by the quarter- -maſter general, and for other pur- 
poſes. —Congreſs, I hope, will order ſuch immediate ſupply to 
be forwarded to the paymaſter-general, as ſhall ve in their 

ower. 

October 11. wiſh to know what ſtores of lead we 6 
and what expectations of further ſupplies. I am rather uneaſy 
on this head, as 1 have not been able to obtain Iatigta ion on 


Tome i inquiries within the courſe of a few days. 


The cannonade mentioned. above was. between our: gullith 
and a detachment of the enemy who were attempting to throw 
up à battery at Webb's or the loweſt ferry on Schuylkill / It 
has been repeated this morning. Their deſign, in erecting this 
ty; probably is to cover their paſſage to Province-Iifland, 

m whence, by occupyin the grounds about the peſi-houda, 
may expect to annoy fo rt-Mifflin. 

the. diſtreſs for wapt of ſhoes and ſtockings is amazingly 
great, particularly for want of the former. On this account 
we have a great many men who cannot do duty, and feveral 
detained at the hoſpitals for no other cauſe.--I muſt requeſt 
Congreſs to continue their exertions to relieve us, and to direct 
every ſupply of theſe and other neceſſaries to be forwarded as 
foon as they poſſibly can after they are collected. It will be 
proper to ſend them on as faſt as they can be procured, without 
waiting to make up a confiderable \quatitify to be brought at 


one time. 


Twas this morning bebbesd with your favors of the alu; 
and their ſeveral incloſures.—L feel in the moſt ſenſible manner 


the honorable approbation Congreſs have been pleaſed to give 


of my conduct, and that of the army under my command; in 
the action on the fourth inſtant: nor am I leſs indebted to you, 
ſir, for the polite mode in which you have conveyed their ſen- 
timents.—I ſhall communicate the reſolve upon the ſabje&to 
army, and hope, if a favorable opportunity offers, under the 
ſmiles of providence, they will merit, by more erf rn * 
vices, the further applauſe of their country. ne 
„Von. It; : 1 5 The 
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"The reſolution of the eighth, for preventing ſupplies and in- 
ee being carried to the enemy, appears to me to be a ſ- 
lutary one; and J hope it will be attended with the moſt bene- 
ficzal conſequences. That it may be known among the inha- 
bitants who are in their neighborhood, and who have been guilty 
of ſuch practices, I would wiſh to receive ſeveral printed copies, 
that they may be diſtributed in proper places. 

I kave the honor to be, &c. 2 C8 IV; 

P. S. I have juſt now received a line from the paymaſter-ge- 
neral on the ſubject of money, which I inclole. 


Six, | | Head-Duarters, Ofober 1 35-4 777. | 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the eleventh 


inſtant, nothing material has happened between our army and 
general Howe's.— The incloſed copies of commodore Hazle- 
wood and colonel Bradford's letters will ſhew the ſituation 'of 
affairs in the navy and at Fort-Mifflin, on the eleventh, —which 
are the lateſt accounts I have received from thence. But there 
has been a warm cannonade ever fince, which continued, with 
but little intermiſſion, till between two and three o clock yel- 
terday afternoon, when it ceaſed. The reſult I have not heard; 
but J hope, from the determined ſpirit of the fleet and the gar- 
riſon, matters continue as we could wh. | 

I received an expreſs laſt night from beser e, in- 
forming me of the capture of Fort-Montgomery, and the con- 
ſequent evacuation of Peekſkill. I ſhould ſend copies of his 
letters to me: but as the expreſs who brought them had diſ- 
patches for Congreſs, I conclude he has adviſed them fully on 
the ſubjet.-—Theſe events may have an unhappy influence on 
our northern affairs: but as the Connecticut militia ſeem to be 
coming in faſt, and governor Clinton is exerting himſelf to 
bring out the force of New-York ,——if general Putnam can but 
keep pace with their flect in their progreſs up the river, I hope 
he will be able to fruſtrate their dehgn of relieving general 
Burgoyne, and that every thing will ſtill terminate well in that 
quarter. 

It gives me pain to repeat ſo often the wants of the army: 
and nothing would induce me to it but the moſt urgent neceſ}i- 
ty. Every mode hitherto adopted for ſupplying them has pro- 
ved inadequate, notwithſtanding my beſt endeavors to make the 
anolt of the means which have been in my power.—'T he inclo- 


ted return will ſhew how great our deficiency in the moſt ef- 
fentia! 


. 
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ſential articles. — What new. expedient Congreſs can devifg for 


more effectually anſwering theſe demands, I know not, perſuad- 
ed as I am that their cloſeſt attention has not been wanting to 
a matter of ſo great importance: but, circumſtanced as we are, 


J am under an abſolute neceſſity of troubling them, that if any 


new ſource can be opened for alleviating our diltreſſes, it may 
be embraced as ſpeedily as poſſible; for it is impoſſible that 
any army, fo unprovided, can long ſubſiſt, or act with that vigor 
which is requiſite to enſure ſucceſs. 

The return now incloſed is for troops preſent, in camp. —be- 
ſides which, there are numbers in the ſeveral hoſpitals, totally 
deſtitute of the neceſſaries they require to fit them for the 
field; and, on this account alone, are prevented from joining 
their corps. The recruits coming in are alſo in the ſame me- 
lancholy predicament. ——I cannot aſcertain with preciſion what 
quantity of clothing is at this time in Mr. Meaſe's hands: but, 


from every account, what he has can adminiſter but a very. par- 
tial relief. --I, know he is entirely bare of ſome of the moſt ca- 


pital articles we want. 
With reſpect to an n e, without win it is 2 
ble to act, I cannot find from my inquiries that there are any 


in ſtore. Several of the continental troops are deficient in this 


inſtance; and, what adds to our diſtreſs, there are but very few 
of the ſouthern militia that are pro vided.—1 am trying to make 
a collection about the country: but, from the information I 
have received, the meaſure will be attended with but litle ſuc- 
ceſs.— This want, though not remedied immediately, may be 
removed in time; and 1 would take the liberty to recommend 
that the earlieſt attention ſhould be had to making a large fup- 
ply. I would alſo adviſe that much care ſhould be uſe in chuſ- 
ing the leather :---none but the beſt and thickeſt is proper for 
the purpoſe ; and each box ſhould have a ſmall inner tlap for 


the greater ſecurity of the cartridges againſt the rain and moiſt, 


weather. The flaps in general are too jimall, and do not pro- 


ject ſufficiently over the ends or ſides of the boxes,—T am con- 


vinced of the utility, nay neceſſity, of theſe improvements, and, 


that the adoption of them, though they will incur an additional 


expenſe at firſt, will prove'a conſiderable ſaving, and of the 
molt beneficial conſequences : for we know from unhappy ex- 
perience in the ſevere rain on the ſixteenth ultimo, the few 
boxes we had of this conſtruction preſezved the ammunition 
without injury, whilſt it was almoſt wholly deftroy ed in thofe 

of the common form with a fingle flap. 
There is one thing more which I cannot omit mentioning to 
Con. 
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Congreſs, and which, in my opinion, has a claim to their moſt 
ſerious attention, — I mean the general defectiye ſtate of the 
regiments which compoſe our armies.—Congreſs will find, from 

2 view of the returns tranſreitted from time to time, that they 
do not amount to half of their juſt complement, What can be 
done to remedy this, I know not: but it 1s certain every idea 
of voluntary enliſtments ſeems to be at an end; and it is equal- 
ly certain that the mode of draughting has been carried on with 
ſuch want of energy in ſome ſtates, and ſo much difregard- 
ed in others, that but a ſmall acceſſion of fo: ce has been deriv- 
ed from it. Theſe facts are ſufficiently intereſting of them- 
ſelves.---But there are others to be added.---I am told that 
Virginia, in her repulations for draughting, extended her plan 
only to the nine regiments that were firlt raiſed. -In what po- 
licy this was founded, I cannot determine: but the other fx 
are to receive no reinforcements from that ſouree. Nor do 
matters ſtop here. The engagements of the firſt nine regi- 
ments, I am informed, were temporary ; and, according to the. 
officers” accounts, the longeſt period to which any of the men 
are bound to ſerve is next April :—many are not oRliged. ſq. 
long; and there are ſome who claim a diſcharge at this time. 
J do not mention theſe things through choice, but from a prin- 
cipte of duty, to the end that Congreſs may deviſe ſome timely: 
and effectual proviſion for the whole, if ſuch ſhall be in their 
power.—Tt is unneceffary to enlarge upon the ſubject; and I 
will only obſerve that the conſequences of calling the militia | 
Linto the field in] the courſe of the war have been fo ſeverely. 


! 
2 


and ruinouſly felt, that I truſt our views will never be turned 


olution of Congreſs, a court of in- 


to them but in caſes of the 88 extremitj. x b 


In purſuance of the reſol | 
quiry has fat upon general Sullivan. They met on the tenth, 
and continued the examination till the twelfth, when, they: 
came to the incloſed opinion. —The depoitzons and papers Which! 
were before the court were many and prolix. They are not 
tranſmitted : but they may be obtained from the court, if want- 
ed.---Refides the depoſitory proofs which they had of wounded 
and dead officers, they had many gentlemen before them in 
perſon, ' 12 jp) 

T have the honor to be, &c. 3 nt Wi: 

P. S. October 143. l laſt night received letters from com- 
modore Hazlewood and colonel! Smith. -The fituation of af- 
fairs was nearly the ſame, the evening before, as when the com- 
modore and colonel Bradford wrote on the tenth and eleventh. 

_ pug | The 
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| L HAVE been duly honored Avith your favors _ the 
twelfth and thirteenth inftant, with their ſeveral incloſures.— 
In reſpe& to the reſolution directing a flag to be ſent to gene- 
ral Howe, I am inclined to think that the information upon 
which it was framed was without foundation. The letters Which 
have come from.our officers who have been lately taken gene- 
rally mention that their treatment has been tolerably good; and 
ſuch privates as have eſcaped have ſaid nothing in the courſe af 
their examination of their having been compelled to work. 
For theſe reaſons I have taken tre liberty to decline ſending 
the flag. At the ſame time Congreſs may be aſſured, if our 
priſoners ſuffer any wrongs, I ſhall take every means in my | 
power to have them redrefſed as ſoon as I am appriſed of them. 
It is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I congratulate Congreſs on 
the ſucceſs of our arms at the northward in the action of the 
ſeventh, an event of the moſt intereſting importance at this 
critical jundture. From the happy train in which things then 
were, I hope we thall ſoon hear of the moſt deciſive advan- 
tages. 5 
We Woved this morning from the encampment at which we 
had been for fix or ſeven days paſt, and are juſt arrived at the 
grounds we occupied before the action of the fourth. One mo- 
tive for coming here is to divert the enemy's attention and force 
from the forts. Theſe they ſeem to conſider as capital objects, 
and (from their operations) mean to reduce, if poſſible.—- At 
preſent their defigns' are directed againſt Fort-Mitfin and the 
chevaux- de- frife. I have therefore detached a further rein- 
forcement to the garriſon. —_ 
[ yeſterday, through the hands of Mrs. , received a let 5 
ter of a very curious and extraordinary nature rom Mr. D**#; 
which I have thought proper to tranſmit to Congreſs. To this 
ridiculous,” illiberal performance, I made a ſhort reply, by des 
ſiring the bearer of! it, if ſhe ſhould hereafter by any accident 
meet with Mr. D * * * to tell him I ſhould have returned it 
unopened, if 1 had any idea of tlie contents ;—oblerving at 


the 
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the ſame time, that I highly diſapproved the 8 ſte 
ſeemed to have been carrying on, and expected it would. be dif. 
continued. —Notwithſtanding the author's aſſertion, I cannot 
but ſuſpect that the meaſure did not originate with him; and 
that he was induced to it by the hope of een his inter- 
eſt and peace more effectually with the enemy. _ 

I have the honor to be, &c. . | G. W. 


2 


Head-Duarters, near White-Marſh, October 21, 1777. 


SIR, 


I LAST night had the SE: to receive your letter of the 
ſeventeenth inſtant, with its ſeveral incloſures. 

I heartily wiſh the ſtates may feel the importance of filling 
their battalions, and may, in conſequence of the recommenda-— 
tion of Congreſs, adopt ſuch meaſures as will prove effectual 
for the purpoſe. I cannot but think that heretofore there 
has been a want of attention in this inſtance, and that the 
ſubject, though intereſting to the laſt degree, has been viewed 
with too much indifference. The reſolutions reſpecting deſert- 
ers, I hope, will alſo have their notice. It is highly neceſſaty 
that they ſhould come into ſome regulations for apprehending 
them, and puniſhing thoſe who give them countenance. If this 
is not done, our force will be always diminiſhing, and no exer- 
tions in the army will prevent it. I ſhall try the effects of a 
proclamation on thoſe who are now delinquents, and ſhall, be 
happy if it meets with ſucceſs; but confeſs, from the experi- 
ment I have made, that I am not ſanguine in my expectations 
that it will be the caſe. | | 
As to the recruiting officers, I muſt obſerve, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſolution of Congreſs of the thirty- brit of July, 
and my circular letter on the ſubject of it to many of the ſtates, 
J have not received an account that any officers have been ap- 

ointed, except in Connecticut and Jerſey. 

Oa, ſunday the enemy evacuated Germantown, and withdrew 
themſelves within their. lines near the city. They ſeem deter- 
mined to reduce the forts, if poſſible ; and, for this purpoſe, 
have thrown ſeveral parties over on Province-Iland, I was 
informed this afternoon that a detachment alſo paſſed. the Dela- 
ware at Cooper's ferry in the ALBA If the account be true 
(and I have no doubt of it) it is highly probable they, mean to 
make an attack upon the gartiſon at Red-bank. I am taking 

every 


r 
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every meaſure in my power to counteract them, and have write 
ten to generals Forman and Newcomb of Jerſey to afford e very 
aid they can to relieve the fort, in caſe they do inveſt it. 
Againſt Fort-Mifflin they have kept up a cannonade, more or 
lefs every day, and have thrown ſeveral ſhells, but without do- 
ing any conſiderable damage. The exploſion of one killed a 

rivate, and wounded three others, who were in a barrack where 
it fell. They alſo ſet fire to two ammunition-boxes with a hot 
ball on the nineteenth, which did ſome injury to the barracks, 
I do not recolle& that we have ſuffered lately in any inſtances 


beſides theſe. | 


* I have the honor to be,.&c., 8 G. W. 
Six, 3 Head. Quarter, Oftober 24, 1777. 


1 DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs the 
incloſed copies of ſundry letters juſt now received, and congra- 
tulate them moſt ſincerely on the important intelligence which 
they contain.—The damage the enemy have ſuſtained in their 
ſhips, I hope, will prevent their future attempts to gain the paſ- 


ſage of the river; and the repulſe of the troops under count 


Donnop, and his captivity, I flatter myſelf, will alſo be attend- 
ed with the moſt happy conſequences. At the time theſe ac- 
tions happened, a ſupply of ammunition was on the way to the 
forts ; and I have alſo ordered a further quantity to be immedi- 
ately ſent. e N 

By colonel Blaine, one of the iſſuing commiſſaries, who left 
Red- bank in the morning before the action, I am happily in- 
formed that he had thrown conſiderable ſupplies of proviſion 
into both garriſons. He alſo adds that he came from Jerſey 
this morning, and that the enemy had recruſſed the Delaware 
and returned to Philadelphia. I have written to colonel Greene 
that the priſoners muſt be immediately ſent from his poſt : and 
Mr. Clymer, a deputy under Mr. Boudinot, will ſet out to- 
morrow morning to make a proper diſpoſition of them. | 
It gives me preat concern to inform Congrels, that, after all 
my exertions, we are till in a diſtreſſed fituation for want of 
blankets and ſhoes. At this time no inconſiderable part of our 
force are incapable of acting, through the deficiency of the lat- 
ter: and I fear, without we can be relieved, it will be the cafe 
with two-thirds of the ai my in the courſe of a few days. 

I am and have been waiting with the moſt anxious impatience 
for a confirmation of general Burgoyne's ſurrender. I have re- 

| | | ceived 
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ceived no further intelligence reſpeRivg it (excepting vagus ro- 
rart)-than the firſt account, which came to hand ſo lang; ago, ag 
faturday morning. —If Congreſs have had eee rr 
bout it, 1. with. to be favored. with. then - res i ir i 
I have the honor to be, c. 6. W. 


Hus Quarters, near add. November I, un. 


5 a 


Sin, 


I WAS duly honored with Mr. 1 3 of the 
e ak, with its ſeveral incloſures.—I ſhall take the caſe 
of John More under conſideration, and will tranſmit colonel 
Maſon my determination upon the fame: 

At this time I cannot inform the commiſſary whether any al. 
terations have or have not been made by general orders in the 
original ration eſtabliſhment. I have been under the negeſſity, 
from time to time, to ſend away my orderly bogks; and they 


ars neceſſary to be examined on the ſubjedt. However, I think 


It probable that a departure from the firſt allowance may have 
been found expedient, and directed by ſome authority, —or the 
commiſſary would not have adopted it. In reſpect to the ah- 
teration referred to my conſideration, it is a matter of conſo- 
quenee, and I have deſired the general officers to inform them- 
ſelves whether it will be agreeable to the army at large, os 
what other regulations may be neceſſary i in this He From. ago 
ſoon as I have their ſentimenta, I will write to C vane 
ne ſubject. 

The enemy Rill conifer the poſſeſſion of our poſts upon the 
river of great importance; and, from their preparations of fa+ 
ſeines, &c. and the beſt infocmation L have been able to obtain, 
they will make further efforts to carry them. Viewing them 
in this light myſelf, and imagining that they would perſevere in 
their plans to occupy them, I wrote ſome days ago in the moſt 
preſſing tei me to generals Dickinſon, Forman, and * * *, to af - 
ford every aid in their power from the militia of Ne w- Jerſey. 
As yet we have received but little; and I have no encourage 
ment to expect that it will be much augmented in a ſhort time. 
Fhis does not proceed from a want of activity and exertion on 
the part of the two firſt- mentioned gentlemen, whoſe conduct 
and zeal upon every occaſion give them a claim to the puhlig 
eſteem, but in a conſiderable degree to the peculiar circumſtan- 


ces of their ſtate at this time. The apprehenſions of an inva- 
| | fon 
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fin from Staten Ifland keep a large proportion of the militia 
from the eaſtern and upper part of the ſtate almoſt conſtantly 
employed at and in the neighborhood of Elizabethtovm, and 


Mr. Livingſton's powers, as governor, being expired, and no 


pfoviſion made (it ſeems) for ſuch a contingency,— there are 
none of Efficient authority to order them out, till a new ap- 
pointment can be had : —at leaſt there is ground to ſuſpect that 
the orders and exertions of theſe two gentlemen, unaſſiſted by 

civil authority, will not be attended with the mee, we 
wiſh, and which our affairs require... 

Under theſe circumſtances I have been obliged to Jetinh.o 4 
further reinforcement of continental troops under general Var- 
num, to maintain the two; garriſons, if poſſible, —beſides ſailors 
drawn from the line, to man the. gallies. This detachment, 
when it arrives, added to the force now in the forts, will make 
the whole amount to fixteen. hundred effective rank andi ſent 
from this army: 5 0 K Seen. 

After the action of the PET'S edn: at Germantoum, Lbop- 
ed we ſhould have been in a fituation to attack the enemy again 
on thoſe grounds, and with more ſucceſs than in the formeg in- 
ſtance: but this I was not able to effect- The ſevere rain on 
the ſixteenth of September, - the Dino the fourth, —-the.re- 
moval of our ſtores, and having to form a-new claboratürpaes 
added to the ſmall number of hands engaged in the buſineſs of 
it laid us under difficulties in the capital and eſſential article 
of ammunition, that could not be ſurmounted. Every exertion 
was directed to obtain ſupplies; but (notwithſtanding) they 
were inadequate, too ſcanty, avi; inſufficient to attempt any 
thing on a large and general ſcale, before the enemy withdrew 
themſelves. With what we bad, in caſe an experiment had 
been made, ee might have decided in our favor for the pre- 
ſent; but we ſhould not have been afterwards in a ſituation to 
maintain the advantage we might have gained: and if a repulſe 
had taken place, and the enemy purſued, —for want of a reſerve, 
we might have been expoſed to the moſt imminent danger of 
being ruined.— The diſtreſs of the foldiers for want of.ſhoes; Wah 
alſo a powerful obſtacle. to the meaſure. 25 

I could wiſh that our circumſtances were now uch! as 3.10, au | 
thoriſe a general attack for diſlodging them from the city: but 
I think that they are not. This alfo is the opinion of my genexal 
officers; upon a full and comprehenſive view of matters, as Con- 
greſs will perceive by the incloſed copy. of the minutes gf coua- 
eil om the twenty-ninth ultimo, which I have taken the liberty | 
to tranſmit and lay before them.— The ſuperiority of numbeys 
Vol. II. X Or, 
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the part of hr enemy, in reſpect to regular troops, —their ſu- 
petior diſcipline, and the redoubts and lines which they have 
thrown'up between the two rivers and about the city,-=the 
happy ſtate of our affairs at the northward, and the practicabi⸗ 
Uity of drawing ſugcours from thence, the conſequences of a 
defeat;-—theſe were all motives WR led to a decifibn agaiaſt- 
an attack at this time. 

+ I have ſent. colonel! Hemllaon;,” one of 17 aides te general 
Sees give him a juft repreſentation of things, and to ex- 
plain to him the expediency of our receiving the'reinforce- 
ments which have been determined neceſſary, if they will not 
interfere with and fruſtrate any important plans he may have 
formed. Indeed I cannot conceive. that there is any object | 
now-remaining, that demands our'attention and moſt vigorous 
efforts ſo much as the deſtruction of the army in this quarter. 
Should we be able to effect this, we ſhall have little to fear in 
future. 

General Howe's Bre; Wberckgg⸗ to the” ſtate: now mage, 1 is 
more conſiderable than it was generally ſuppoſed to be. E did” 
not think it quite ſo great myſelf, but always imagined the 
common eſtimate much toe lo: nor can 1 poſitively fay what 
it really is. However, there are ſtrong reaſons to belie ve that 
it is not over- rated. After the evacuation of Germantown, a 
almoſt infinite number of ſeraps and bits of paper were e 
which, being ſeparated and arranged with great induſtry and 
care, bear the marks of genuine and authentic returns at dif- 
ferent periods. The manner in which they were deſtroyed and 
diſpoſed of gives no room to ſuſpect that it was the effect of de- 4 
ſign.— In addition to this, I am informed by general Putnam 
that he had heard a reinforcement of four POET Is Was com- 
ing round to Delaware from New-York. N 

The incloſed return will give Congreſs a general view of 
the ſtrength of this army when it was made, and a particular 
one of the forces of each ſtate which compoſe. it. By this they 
will perceive how greatly deficient the whole are in- furniſhing ' 
their juſt quotas.---The militia from Maryland and Vitginia 
are no longer to be counted on: all the former, except about | 
two hundred, are already gone; and a few days, 1 expect, will 
produce the departure of the whole or chief part of the latter, 

From the importunate applications which ſome of them have 5 
made. Beſides this diminution, I am apprehenfive we b | 
have ſeveral men added to the ſick lift by reaſon of the la 8 
e xceſſive rain and want of clothes. 


We have not yet come to any determination reſpecting the 8 
| eden 


conſideration of his illuſtrious and ip 


* 
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diſpoſition of our troops for the winter, ſuppoſing It a matter 


of great importance, and that for the preſent weMhould be: fi- 
lent upon it. The reaſons will readily occur; © By continuing 


the campaign, perhaps many falutary if not deciſtve advantages 
may be derived; but it appears to me that this muſt depend 
upon the ſupplies of clothing which the men receive, If they 


cannot be accommodated in this inſtance, it will be difficult if 


not impoſſible to do it without effecting their deſtruction: 


I would take the liberty to mention that I feel myſelf in 2 


delicate fitwation with reſpect to the marquis La Fayette. 
He is extremely ſolicitous of having # command equal to his 
rank, and profeſſes very different ideas, as to the purpoſes of his 


appointment, from thoſe Cotigreſs have mentioned to me: Ihe 


_ certainly did not underſtand them.—T' do not Know in whit 


light-they will view the matter: but it appears to me, from 4 
d iportortant connections, 
the attachment which he has manifeſted for our cauſe, and 
the 'conſequences which his return in diſguſt might produce, 
that it will be adviſable to gratify him in his Wiſhes ; and the 

more ſo, as ſeveral gentlemen from France, who came over un- 
der ſome aſſurances, have gone back diſappointed in their ex- 
pectations. His conduct with reſpect to them ſtands in a fayor- 
able point of view, —having intereſted himſelf to remove their 


uneaſineſs, and urged the impropriety of their making any unfa- 


vorable repreſentations upon theit arrivil at home: and in all 


his letters, he has placed our affairs in the beſt ſituation he 


could. Beſides, he is ſenſible; difeteet in his manners, has made 
great proficiency in our language, and, from the diſpoſition: he 
diſcovered at the battle of Brandiwine, poſſeſſes a large ſhare 
of bravery and military ad% , EO bt 
There is a French gentleman here, —-monſieur Vrigny,---in 
whoſe, favor the marquis ſeems much intereſted. | He aſſures 
me he is an officer of great merit, and, from that motive and 
a regard to the ſervice, wiſhes to ſee him promoted. The rank 
he holds in France, and his preſent expectations, are contained 
in the incloſed copy of a paper given me by the marquis, Mon- 
ſieur Vrigny alſo has honorable certificates of his ſervices, neur- 
ly correſponding with the maquis's account of them. —If Con- 
greſs are pleaſed to honor him with a commiſſion in the army 
of the ſtates, I muſt try to employ him 
I took: the liberty ſome ſhort time ago to mention to Con- 


greſs the ſituation of the nine firſt-raiſed Virginia regiments, 
and the term for which they ſtand cogaged 3 and, conſidering 
that we ſhould ſuffer greatly by the loſs of ſo large a part of 


Our 
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ohr force akin have been long inured to ſervice; FF TER 


_wdvitable to conſult the officers commanding them, upon che 


mode which ſhould - appear to them beſt calculated to re- enliſt 
them. They accordingly met, and reported their ſentiments 
in writing, a copy of which I have encloſed.—I do not know 
rhat expedients, more promiſing of ſucceſs than thoſe they bave 
pointed out, can be adopted. Congreſs will be pleaſed to 
the matter thei earlieſt attention, and to favor me with ine 
N by the firſt gpportunityy: whether'the! indulgence; and 
wance they have propoſed ma be granted. aud, if any 
additional bounty may be given, w lat it ſhall be. — The high 
ſurus paid for ſubſtitutes and draughts, of late, even in the mi- 
tia ſervice, will make this neceflaty ; for the ſoldiers, being 
well app riſed of that fack, will not be induced to engage Again 
during the war or for han. years; fon the uſual premium. 
I would alfo. lay before Congreſs a re monſtrance by lig ſab- 
altern officers of the Virginia line, funded on a reform I thought 
neceſſary. to take place in the regiments from that ſtate. Theſe, 
in their eftabliſhment, were made tot onſiſt of ten companies, 
two more than were aſſigned to thoſe of the ſtates in general. 
This, and the great diſpi oportion between the officers and men, 
induced me to reduce them to a level with the reſt⸗ belonging 
to the continent, in order to prevent, a conſiderable undeceflary 
expenſe. To effect this, no new promations are to be made in 
the two extra companies, viz, the ninth and tenth, either to 
vacancies exiſting at the time f the regulation, or to any fu- 
ture ones that may happen therin; and the ſubalterns are to 
remain in their rank and command, till they can be promoted 
in the other eight companies, and their men incorporated 
This is what they complain of. I have made a ſhort ſtate of 
facts, and with - Congreſs to determine upon them and the re- 
monlirance as they ſhall think proper, em 
At the requelt of governor Clinton I have up teitted a co- 
py of his letter to me, giving an account of general Vaughan's 
expedition up the North- river after the capture of Fort-Mont- 
gomery, and the deſtruction committed by his troops in burning 
Kingſton and the houſes and mills on the river. According to 
the lateſt advices, they have returned again; and ft is reported 
that they have defiroved the barracks and forts,, wen] gone to 
New-York but this is not confirmed. 00557 
A few days ago, Mr. Franks of Philadelphia, 0 for the 
Britiſh prifqners, ſent out ſix thouſand continental dollarsto 
Mr. Richard Gr aham of VI irginia, for the ſubſiſtence of the 


Henan and other priſoncrs in that ftate, Ihe policy of ſuf⸗- 
fering 


2 


that a mode could be adopted to ſupply their places with others 
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fering the enemy to ſupport PER priſoners with money Which 


»theya: refuſe themſelves, and which they attempt to depreciate 


an every inſtance they poſſibly can, appears to me very queſti- 
onable, and the more ſo, as it may be counterſeited.— Beſides, 


they have laid us under evety difficulty they enn de viſe, tas to 


our priſoners in their hands: — nothing will do for their: ſupport 
but had money. —If the enemy were obliged. to furniſh the 
ſame, the quanity with us would be greater, and of courſe the 
means of relieving ours, eafier, I do not know what conſe- 


quences a prohibition againſt receiving continental money, or 


the currency of any ſtate from them might involve: I thiok 
the ſubject is worthy of the confideration of rates and fer 


-thak reaſon I have mentioned it. 21 


November 3. — The report of the eee burkeg, Case 
the forts and barracks on the North- river, and of their; having 
<A to New Vork, is confirmed. I this morning received 

a letter from general Putnam upon the ſubject, a copy of Which 
is tranſmitted.— The information that they mean to reinforee 


general Howe, I doubt not, is true: it has come through ſeve- 
ral channels, and nothing is more probable.— As to their hav- 


ing a further expeditign in view, it ſeems to be queſtionable 
_ general Burgoyne's defeat, and the eaſtern troops being ready 
to be l in avother Ways are circumſtances _ the 
meaſure. 

Agreeable to my expeAation, the Virginia militia are gone : 
ſo that we have none now in aid of the continental troops, but 
thoſe of this ſtate mentioned in the return, and a few from Ma- 
ryland. I do not know what can or will be done to obtain 
further reinforcements of them.: but it appears to me, taking 
matters in any point of light, that further aids ſhould come 
from Virgima and Maryland”: for, ſhould we be able to accom- 
modate the continental forces with clothes ſo as to carry on a 
winter campaign, their aſſiſtance will be material, either to 
maintain à blockade, or in any decifive ſtroke we may 3 
And if they cannot be ſo provided, and we ſhould be obli 
to retire into quarters, their ſervice will be ſtill more, „ 
to aſſiſt in covering the country againſt incurſions for forage 
and proviſions. The militia of this ſtate, themſelves, ſuppoſing 
they ſhould be tolerably vigorous in their exertions, will not 
be equal to the taſk : at leaſt it will be difficult, if not imprac- 


ticable, for them to do it. It is to be wiſhed that ſuch: as can 


be drawn out may be engaged to ſerve three months, or twoſat 
leaſt (if it can be effected), after their arrival in camp; and 


at 
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at the expiration of their term, ſhould the exigency of gur ak. 
Fairs require it. A time for their continuance ſhould be fix. 
ed, or they will always be uneaſy and puſhing off; and the 
longer circumſtances will admit it to be, the better: for, after 
the period recurs, for which they come, it 'will be impoſſible 
to retain them a moment. As to the number that ſhould be 
required, it 1s difficult to determine : however, it is likely it 
will fall ſhort. of the nie as it ever has * fuch OC- 
caſions. 1 | 
There is a report Freralliag in camp, which has come 
through ſeveral channels, that a ſucceſsful expedition has been 
made upon Rhode-Ifland, and eight hundred priſoners taken, 
with ſeveral pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of ſalt.— 
1 beartily with it eps be true: but at preſent it wants confir- 
mation | 
Mr. Thompſon's dior of the twenty. Ard ultimo, with its 
ineloſures, came to hand yefterday. I join Congreſs moſt ſin- 
cerely in congratulations on our important ſucceſs in the ſur- 
render of general Burgoyne at the head of his forces, and am 
happy they have received a r of the event from gene- 


Tal Gates. - 
I have the honor to be, &. : G. W. 


Sw, Head-Yuarters, White-Marſb, Nov. 8, 1777. 

1 DO myſelf the honor to incloſe you an extract a letter 
from major-general Dickinſon, of the fixth inftant, by which 
it appears that a reinforcement has ſailed from New-York, ei- 
ther from general Howe or ſome other expedition. I have not 
yet head whether any of the troops on their mafch from the 
northward have yet croſſed the North-river: but I hope they 
will be with me near as ſoon as general Howe's reinforeement 
ean arrive at Philadelphia. 

There was a heavy firing of cannon all the day of the arch, 
down the river; and in the evening ſome muſketry was heard; 
from 'whence we concluded that an attack had been made upon 
Fort-Mifflin. But it turned out to be an attack made by ge- 
neral Varnum, with a twelve and an eighteen-pounder fixed 
near Red-bank, upon the enemy's ſhips. He thinks he damag- 
ed the Somerſet of ſixty-four guns conſiderably, as ſhe got on. 
ground, and was for ſome time expoſed to his fire. The ps! 
were ge to yu their ſtations and n lower down. 1 : 
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From a variety of accounts and circumſtances, I am-induced: 
to believe that the enemy are miditating a grand blow againſt 
Fort-Mifflin. I have put the place in as good a ſtate of .- —— 
as my preſent numbers wilt admit, and have directed general 
Varnum to afford every further aſſiſtance in his power, I: 
therefore hope they will meet a warm reception whetjevar they 
make the attempt. 

The military cheſt is again empty; and the army is unpꝛid 
for the months of September and October, — beſides the draughts 
that are requiſite for the commiſſary and quarter-maſter-gene- 
ral's department. Vou will — be pleaſed to direct a 
ſupply of caſh to be ſent on as ex pediouſſy as poſſible. „„ 

I fear, from a letter which I have lately received from ge- 
neral Heath, that no proper meaſures are taken to put up ar 
ſupply of ſalt proviſions for next campaign, to the eaſtwatd. 
I have-incloſed a copy of general Heath's letter to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, the commiſfary-general of purchaſes, and have deſired 
him to have the matter Iooked into in time: but is of ſo much 
importance to the very exiſtence of the e that I think it 
deſerves the attention of Congreſs. 

1 hav: the honor to be, &c, . * 8. W. { 


5 —ů—ů 
To Hear Lavazns Eſquire, Preſiden of Congreſs 


Sig | | Camp at White-Mar/h, November 10, 1777. 


1 HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
Om and fifth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures: Among 
thoſe pf the former, I found: the reſolution you are pleaſed to 
allude to, reſpecting your appointment as preſident. - Permit: 
me, fir, to congratulate you upon this event, and to aſſure you 
I have the moſt entire confidence that I ſhall experience in your 
during your preſidency the ſame politeneſs, and attention to the 
intereſts of the ſtates, that marked the conduct of your worthy: 
predeceſſor. | 

With reſpect to the views of che navy- board for ſecuring the: ; 
frigates, the ſituation of the army would not admit of a+ com- 
pliance with them, ſuppoſing they would anſwer the end-. | 
have therefore written to the board in the moſt preſſing terms, 
to have the frigates ſcuttled in ſuch way that they may be raif-' 
ed when it ſhall be neceſſary, and that in the mean time they 
may not be liable to injury from floating ice. I ſee no mea- 
lure ſo likely to ſecure them to us, and againſt the enemy's at- 

tempts.— 
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tempts.—T have been extremely fearful, they would have poſ- 


ſeſſed and employed them, with the Delaware and their batte 


ries, on the rear of the gallies and the fort, while the ſhips be- 
low attacked in front. I need not point out the ae mm 


ſequences of ſuch an event: they are too obvious. 


The reſolves which you requeſt to be communicated to the: ur- 
my ſhall be publithed in general orders. — The letters for com- 
modote Hazlewood, &c. have been put in a proper ehre! of 


Ins © | W's 
As to the Anden of part of the EI army, my letter 


af the. firſt; continued to the third, contains my ideas upon the 


ſubject, and thoſe my general officers. I ſhall be ſorry if the 


meaſures I have taken on this head ſhould interfere with or 
materially vary from any plans Congreſs might have had in 


view. Their proceedings of the fifth, I preſume, were founded 
on à ſappoſition that the enemy were ſtill up the North- river, 
and garriſoning the forts they had taken. — This not being the 


cafe, and all accounts agreeing that reinforcements to general 


Howe are coming from Vork, I hope the aides I have requir- 
ed will be conſidered expedient and proper. Independent of 
the latter conſideration, I think our exertions and force ſhould 
be directed to effect general Howe's deſtruction if it is poſſible. 
Among the various difficulties attenting the army the adjuſt- 
ment of rank is not the leaft.. This, —owing to the ſeveral 
modes, the ſeverel principles, that have prevailed in granting 
commiſſions, —is' involving in great perplexity. The officers 


of the Pennſylvania troops are in much confuſion about it: in 
many inſtances, thoſe who were junior in rank, from local and 
other circumſtances, have obtained commiſſions older in date 


than thoſe which were granted afterwards to officers, their ſu- 


; periors before. This, with many other irregularies, has been 


and is the cauſe of great uneaſineſs: and, though precedency of 
rank ſo claimed ſhould not be ſupported i in juſtice. or upon-any 
principle,---we find all, having the leaſt pretext for the title, 
ſtrenuous to ſupport it, and willing to hold a ſuperiority. I 
Was therefore induced 1 order a board of officers to take the 


matter under conſideration. The reſult, reſpecting the field- 


officers of this ſtate, I now incloſe, and wiſh Congreſs to adopt 
khe regulation which the board have made, and to tranſmit. me, 
by the earlieſt opportutunity, commiſſions dated according to 
their arrangement. At the ſame time it may be proper that 
there ſhould. be a reſolve vacating the commiſſions they now 


have, and directing them to be delivered to me. 1 heir atten- 


tion 
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tention to this bufineſs, I truſt, will he i immediate: the Ae 
and jealouſies with the officers require it. 

I have incloſed the memorial of colonel Portail 400 the r ; 


30 LAK * 


eugineers for their promotion, referred to me by the board of 


war for my ſentiments. As to the terms theſe gentlemen men- 
tioned to have been propoſed and agreed to when they firſt ar- 
rived, I know nothing of them further than the memorial ſtates. 


In reſpect to their abilities and knowledge in their profeſſion, I 


muſt obſerve they have had, no great opportunity of proving 
them fince they were in our ſervice. Howeyer, E have reaſon 
to believe that they have been regularly bred in this important 
branch of war, and that their talents, which have been hither- 
to, as it were, dormant, want only a proper occaſion to call them 
forth; in which caſe, 1 have no doubt they would do themſelves 
honor, and the ſtates eſſential ſervice.—It is of great import- 
ance, too, to conſider the practicability of replacing theſe gen · 
tlemen with perſons equally qualified, if they ſhould quit the 
ſervice; and how indiſpenſable men of {kill in this branch of 
military ſcience are to every army. While I am on this ſub- 
ject; I would take the liberty to mention that I have been well 
informed that the engineer in the northern army (Corieſki, 1 
think, his name is) is a gentleman of ſcience and merit. From 
en character I have had of him, he is deſerving of notice too. 
I would beg leave to mention that we are in great diſtreſs for 
want of money. This will be more urgent every day: and it 
is: probable there will be a great deal of pay due to the troops 
coming to reinforce us.—General Putnam writes preſſingly for a 
ſupply, and ſays he is in a moſt diſagrecable ſituation for the 
want of it. I muſt requeſt the attention of F to this 


* ſub ec. 


Lour favor of the ſeventh came to hand this morning. 1 mall 


| pay proper attention to the incloſures. —The rank of the offi- 
cers of cavalry I will attempt to have ſettled as ſoon as circum- 


ſtances will admit. | 

L -have nothing very intereſting to communicate. —The « ene- 
my have loſt one of their new floating batteries: it ſunk in a 
little time after it was launched. There has been a cannonade 
to- day —it ſtill continues :—L do not know the occſion, but 
r it is between the ſhips and * | 8 

3 have: the honor to be, 8c. ))FFͤ— it ON. 
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TY GENERAL WASHINGTON", 
Fi ee Curb near White-Marſh, November 17, 1777 


„The condition of the army for want of chathee and blan- 
kets,—and the little proſpe& I have of obtaining relief, accord- 
ing to the information I have received from the board of war, 
—occaſion me toe trouble you at this time. The mode of br 
iog and forcing ſupplies from the inhabitants, I fear, would 
prove very inadequate to the demands, while it would certainly 
embitter the minds of the people, and excite perhaps a hurtful 
jealouſy agaiuſt the army. I have had officers out for the pur- 
poſe of purchaſing and making voluntary collections of necſſa- 
ries; and, in a few inſtances, more coercive meaſures have been 
" exerciſed : but all thefe have proved of little avail : our diſtreſ- 
ſes ſtill continue, and are becoming greater, I would therefore 
humbly ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs whether it 
may not be expedient for them to addrefs the ſeveral legiflative 
and executive powers of the ſtates on this ſubject as early as poſ- 
fible, and in the moſt urgent terms. It appears to me, if 'they 
were to appoint, under the authority of Congreſs, proper active 
agents, that many neceffaries might be procured in addition to 
thoſe. [ purchaſed ] on public account. Beſides this, I think the 
exigency of our affairs requires that they ſhould reſove on an 
immediate aſſeſſment to be made on the inhabitants, —If theſe 
modes Were adopted, conſiderable aids might be derived, and in 
a way much leſs exceptionable than that of ſeizing by the army. 
The aſſemblies in many ſtates, I believe, are now fitting; and [ 
have no doubt, upon a requiſition by Congreſs, Hut they will 
vive attention to the.meaſure. | 

Incloſed you will receive a copy of a letter from does al Put- 
nam, which came to hand to-day. You will find his and go- 
vernor Clinton's opinion reſpecting the fortifications neceffary 
to be made for the ſecurity of the North. river. As ſoon as I 
heard that Warner's militia were coming down to reinforce me, 
I immediately wrote to countermand them, and directed that 
they ſhould be retained to carry on the neceſſary works during 
the time they are to ſerve.— My letter on this ſubject was on 
the ninth inſtant.— As to the other troops, the propriety of 
bringing them here, I believe, is not to be queſtioned. We are 
told through various channels that fir Henry Clinton is coming 
round with all the force that can poſſibly be ſpared from New- 
Vork; and it is ſaid that thoſe on Staten-Iſland are withdrawn. 
It is added alſo that the inhabitants of the former are greatly 
| alarmed and diſguſted, and that general Tryon 1 is calling in the 


militia of Long-Iſland for the defence of ks __ General Put- 
nam's 
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nam's letter will alſo « evince the neceſſity there is PIE a large 
and immediate ſupply of money being ſent to the n. 
neral. 

I have alſo the bonor to tranſmit you 2 copy of a report by N 
2 board of general officers, on the ſubje& of rations, *which I 
ſubmit to the conſideration af Congreſs. The eftabliſhment 
and regulations which they propoſe appear to me to be juſt aud 
neceſſary, ſuppoſing the commitſary's eſtimate to be right, which 
I preſume is the caſe, from the exorbitant price which thas been 
and is now paid for ever ſpecies of proviſion.— The neceſſity 
of an alteration in the former value has been long urged by 
many officers; and, for want of it, ſeveral, I een have tefr 
the ſervice; _ 5 

I have the honor to be, Kc. | G. W. 

12.8. By advices juſt received, thirty-eight tranſports have 
nrtived in Delaware with troops. They were as high up as 
Reedy Iſland yeſterday.—T ſuppoſe they are from New-York. 
The memorial of colonel Portail and the other engineers, o- 
mitted to be incloſed in my letter of yeſterday, is no tranſ- 
mitted. 
110 Notwithſtanding the meaſures I have ventured to recommend 
on the ſubject of clothing, I ſhall purſue every means in uv 
n a will contribute to procure a ſupply. | 


2 1 5 Fade auen, mu. ll, Nov. 17, 1777. 


I AM forry to inform you that Fort-Mifflin was evacuat- 
ed the night before laſt, after a defence which does credit to 
the American arms, and will ever reflect the higheſt honor up- 
on the officers and men of the garriſon. The works were en- 
. tirely beat down, every piece of cannon diſmounted, and one of 
the enemy's ſhips ſo near that ſhe threw grenades into the fort, 
and killed men upon the platforms, from her tops, before they 
quitted the iſland. This ſhip had been cut down for the pur 
poſe, and ſo conſtrued that ſhe made but a ſmall draught of 
water, and by theſe means warped in between Fort-Mifflin and 
Province-Hland. Some complaints are made that the captains 
of the gallies did not ſufficiently exert themſelves to drive this 
. veſſel from her ſtation : but I ſhall not determine any thing up- 
on the matter till a proper enquiry is made. 

Nothing in the courſe of this campaign has taken up ſo much 
of the attention and conſideration of myſelf and all the general 
officers, as the poſſibility of giving a further relief to Fort-Mif- 

flin 
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rns already afforded. Sach a 1 was 


throw into it as has been found by experience capable of de- 
fending it to the laſt extremity : and Red-bank, which was 
deemed eſſentially neceflary, not only for the purpoſe of keep- 
Ing open the communication, but of annoying the enemy's ſhips 
and.covering our own fleet, has been poſſeſſed by a conſiderable 


detachment from this army. The only remaining and practica- 
ble mode of giving relief to the fort was by diſlodging the ene- 


my from Province-Iſland, from whence they kept up an inceſ 


ſant fire. But this, from the fituation of the ground, was not 


to be attempted with any degree of ſafety to the attacking par- 
ty, without the whole or a confiderable part of the army ſhould 


be removed to the weſt fide of Schuylkill to ſupport and co- 
ver it. 


To account for this, you muſt be made acquainted with the 


nature of the ground. In order to have made the attack upon 
Province-Iſland, the party deſtined for that purpoſe, - which 


ſhould have been at leaſt fifteen hundred, - maſt have marched. 

down the Cheſter road as far as the Bell 3 inn near Derby, and 
thence, turning towards Delaware, muſt have proceeded about 
four miles further through a neck of land, to the ifland. The. 


enemy have a bridge at the middle ferry upon Schuylkill, which 


is but four miles from the Bell inn; conſequently, by throwing 


a body of men over that bridge upon the firſt diſcovery of our 


deſign, and marching down to the Bell, they would have effec- : 
tually cut off our detachment upon their teturn.—It is true the 
covering party might have conſiſted of a leſs number than the 


whole army: but then thoſe remaining upon this ſide the river 


would have been too few to have been intruſted with all the... 
artillery and ſtores of the army, within twelve miles of n e- 


nemy. | 
There were many and very Wrelble rea ſons againſt a 8 re- 


move to the weſt ſide of Schuylkill. Leaving all our ſtores at 


| Eaſton, Bethlehem, and Allentown, uncovered,—and abandon- 


ing ſeyoral of our hoſpitals within reach of the enemy,—firſt. 
preſented themſelves. Another, and in my opinion. a more 
weighty reaſon than either of the preceding, was the importance 
of ſupporting the poſt at Red-bank, upon which that of Fort- 
Mifflin in a great meaſure depended, as through it we ſent in 


ſupplies of men, proviſion, and ammunition, Ihe enemy, ſen- 


ſible of this, endeavored to diſlodge us from Red-bank on * 
twenty-{econd of laſt month; /wihick; as Congrels have been 1 in- 


formed, coſt them four ad men. 


Now, had our army been on the weſt ſide of Schuylkill, thee: N . 
might 


„5 9 oa rr toc 
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might, without any danger of an ating. upon hte lines; have 
thrown over ſo conſide: able a force into Jerſey; that they might 
have overpowered the garriſon, and, by making themſelves wal. 
| ters of it, have reduced Fort- MiMin by famine or want of am 
munitien. Thus we; ſhould in all probability bave loft both 
poſts by one ſtroke,—They might alſo, by taking poſſeſſiot of 
the fords upon Schuylkill, have rendered the junction of our 


northern reinforcements with us a very difficult, if not an im- 
practicable matter: and, ſhould any accident have happened to 
them, we ſhould have ſtood a very poor chance of looking ge- 
neral Howe in the face through the winter with an inferior ar- 


my. We ſhould finally have thrown the army into ſuch a fi- 


tuation, that we muſt inevitable have drawn on a general en- 


gagement before our reinforcements arrived; which, conſider- 


ing our diſparity of numbers, would probably have ended with 


the moſt diſagreeable conſequences.: 


It was therefore determined a few days ago OT the tao 
val of the reinforcement from the northward before any altera: 


tion could ſafely be made in the diſpoſition of the army: and 1 


was not without hopes that the fort would have held out till 
that time. — That we might then have maved without endan- 
gering the ſtores, I had given orders for the removal of them, 


from the places before mentioned, to Lebanon and other places 


in Lancaſter county, which is at any rate more ſafe and COVE: # 


nient than where they were. 


As the keeping poſſeſſion of Red-bank, 100 Þ ane ail bs 


preventing the enemy from weighing the. chevaux-de-friſe be- 
fors the froſt obliges their ſhips to quit the river, has become 4 
matter of the greateſt importance, I have determined to ſend 
down general St. Clair, general Knox, and baron Kalb, to take 
a view of the ground, and to endeavor to form a judgment of 
the moſt probable means of ſecuring it. They will at the fame © 
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time ſee how far it is poſfible for our fleet to keep their ſta- 


tion ſince the loſs of Fort-Mifflin, and alſo make the proper in- 


quiry into the conduct of the captains of the ny mentioned 
in the former part of this letter. 


I am informed that it is matter of ena, an Hes re- * 


flections have been thrown out againſt this army, for not being 
more active and enterpriſing than, in the opinion of ſome, they 


ought to have been, If the charge is juſt, the beſt way to ac- 


count for it, will be to refer you to the returns of our ſtrength, 


and thoſe which: can produce of the enemy, and to the ineloſ- 5 


ed abſtract of the clothing now actually wanting for the army: 


and chen I think the wonder will be, how they * the field 
at 
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at all in tents at this ſeaſon of the year. What ſtock the cloi 
thier-general has to ſupply this demand, or what are his proſ- 
pects, he himſelf will inform you, as I have directed him to go 
to York-town to lay theſe matters before Congreſs. There 
are, beſides, molt of thoſe in the hoſpitals more bare than thoſe 
in the field: many remain there for want of clothes only. 
Several general officers, unable to procure clothing in the 
common line, have employed agents to purchaſe up what could 
be found in different parts of the country. General Wayne, 
among others, has employed Mr. Zantzinger of Lancaſter, who 
has purchaſed to the amount of four thouſand five hundred 
pounds, for which he defices a draught upon the treaſury-board, 
| —lIncloſed you have a copy of his letter. I am not clear whe- 
ther this applicatien ſhould properly be made to the treaſury, 
or the clothier-general, who ſhould charge the money to the 
_ regiments for whom the clothes are, as 10 much advanced to 
them. If the latter ſhould appear the moſt proper mode, I 
will order it to be done. EP 2 e | 1 
Jam anxiouſly waiting the arrival of the treops from the 
northward, who ought, from the time they have had my or- 
ders, to have been here before this. Colonel Hamilton, one 
of my aides, is up the North- river, doing all he can to puſh 
them forward: but he writes me word that he finds many un- 
accountable delays thcown in his way. However I am in hopes 
that many days will not elapſe before a brigade or two, at leaſt, 
arrive.— I he want of theſe troops has embarraſſed all my mea- 
ſures exceedingly, | Shes B42 ric 0 | et 
November 18.— Vour diſpatches of the thirteenth and four- 
teenth have this moment come to hand. They ſhall be attend- 
ed to, and anſwered in my next. ee ere 


I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 


| Sin, Head-Quarters, White-Mar/h, November 2 FR 1777. 


I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the thir- 
teenth and nineteenth inſtant with their incloſures.-I am well 
aſſured Congreſs have not been inattentive- to the nedeſſities of 
the army: and that the deficiency in our ſupplies, particularly 

in the article of clothing, has ariſen from the difficulty of im- 
porting, on account of the numerous fleet that line our coaſt. 
However I am perſuaded that conſiderable relief might be 
drawn from the different ſtates, were they to exert themſelves 


-properly 
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properly. This I hope will be the caſe as ſoon as they receive 
the preſſing recommendations of Congreſs upon the ſubje&. _ 
It has been the unvaried cuſtom. of the enemy, 3a 
commencement of the preſent conteſt, to try-every artifice-and 
device to delude the people. The meſſage through John 
Brown was calculated for this end. I am furpriſed Mr Willing 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed. on by ſuch flimſy meaſures. 
He knows that there is a plain obvious way for general and lord 
Howe to communicate any propoſals they wiſh to make, to 
Congreſs, without the intervention of a fecond and third hand. 
But this would not ſuit their views. —I am ſorry that Mr. 
Brown ſhould: be the bearer of the meſſage; as, from the cha- 
racter J have had of him, he is a worthy, well-diſpoſed man. 
It has been frequently mentioned that he had intereſted him- 
ſelf much in behalf of our prifoners, and had afforded them e- 
very relief and comfort his circumſtances would allow him to 
give. : 3 cet | 
I have been endeavoring to effect an exchange of priſoners, 
from principles of juſtice, and from motives of humanity : but. 
at preſent I have no proſpect of it. Yet general Howe has aſ- 
ſured our officers. it was his wiſh, and, if it could not be done, 
that he ſhould readily agree to their releaſe on parole.— The 
incloſed- copies of my letters and his anſwer will ſhew Congreſs 
what has paſſed between us upon that ſubje& ; and at the Fs | 
time, that I had remonſtrated againſt the ſevere and cruel 
treatment of the priſoners, and propoſed the plan of ſending in 
a ſuitable perſon to inquire into the facts, before the receipt of 
their reſolution. Their ſufferings, I am perſuaded, have been 
great, and ſhocking to humanity. I have called upon general 
Howe for redreſs, and an explicit anſwer to my letter of the 
fourteenth. If I do not receive one by to-morrow night, with 
the moſt poſitive and ſatisfadory aſſurances that a proper con- 
duct ſhall be obſerved towards them in future, we mult retali- 
ate, however much we wiſh to avoid ſeverity, and meaſures that 
bear the ſmalleſt appearance of rigor or inhumanity. To 

Incloſed you will receive a liſt of ſundry officers who have 
been caſhiered ſince the action of the fourth ultimo.—I flatter 
myſelf. that theſe examples will involves many favorable and 
beneficial conſequences, —Beſides theſe, there were many more 
brought to trial, who were acquitted ; among them, general 
Maxwell, and general Wayne,—the former for charges againſt 
him while he commanded the light troops, —the latter for 
charges againſt his conduct in the attack made on lus diviſion, 
in the night of the twentieth of September, The reſult of the 

| | court 
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court of inquiry againſt general Wayne not entirely exempting 
him from cenfure in his own opinion, he requeſted a court-mar- 
tial; and, upon a full and minute inveſtigation of the charges 
agaiuſt him, he was honorably acquitted, and in terms of high 
r . | FF 
I am forry to inform Congreſs that the enemy are now in 
polleffion of all the water defences. —Fort-Miflia and that at 
Red-bank mutually depended on each other for ſupport; and 
the reduction of the former made the tenure of the latter ex- 
tremely precarious, if not impracticable. After the loſs of 
Fore-Mitin, it was found Red-bank could derive no advantages 
from the gallies and armed veſſels—(they could not maintain 
their ſtation) —and, in caſe of inveſtiture, the garriſsn could 
have no ſupplies, no retreat, nor any hope of relief, but ſuch 
as might ariſe from a ſuperior force acting without on the rear 
of the enemy, and diſlodging them. Under theſe circumſtances, | 
the garriſon. was obliged to evacuate it on the night of the 
twentieth inflant, on the approach of lord Cornwallis who had 
crofled the river from Cheſter with a detachment, ſuppoſed to 
be about two thouſand men, and formed a junction with the 
troops lately arrived from New-York, and thoſe that had been 


* 


landed before at Billingſport. LI 3 5 3 
From general Varnum's account, I have reaſon to hope that 
we ſaved moſt of the ſtores, except a few heavy cannon; how 
ever I cannot be particular in this inſtance.— ] am alſo to add, 
from the intelligence I have received, that moſt if not all the 
armed veſſels have been burned by our own people, except the 
gallies, one brig, and two ſloops, which are ſaid to have run by 
the city. How far this might be founded in neceſſity, 'I 'am 
not able to determine; but I ſuppoſe it was done under that 
idea, and an apprehenſion of their falling into tlie enemy's hands 
it they attempted to paſs up the river. F 
Upon the firſt information I had of lord Cornwallis's move- - 
ment, I detached general Huntington's brigade to join general 
Varnum, and, as ſoon as poſſible, general Greene with his divi- 
ſion ; hoping that theſe,—with Glover's brigade which was on 
the march through Jerſey, and which I directed to file off to 
the left for the ſame purpoſe,—and with ſuch militia as could 
be collected, —would be able to defeat the enemy's deſign, and 
to preſerve the fort. But they were ſo rapid in their advances, 
that our troops could not form a juction and arrive in time to- 
ſuccour the garriſon; which obliged them to withdea w. 


Seneral Greene is ſtill in Jerſey ; and when Glover's bri- 


gade joins him, if an attack can be made on lord n 
£8 wit 
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with a proſpect of ſucceſs, I am perſuaded. it will be done. A- 


bout a hundred and ſcventy of Morgan's corps: are alſo gone to 
reinforce him. 5 8 | By; 
Generals Poor and Patterſon with their brigades, and colonel 
Bailey with Learned's, are now in camp. The laſt arrived on 
friday evening, the other two in the courſe of yeſterday. I 
have not yet obtained returns of their ſtrength ; but, from the 
accounts of the officers, they will amount in the whole to twen- 
ty-three or twenty-four hundred rank and file. But I find ma- 
ny of them are very deficient in the articles of ſhoes, ſtockings, 
breeches, and blankets.—Beſides theſe, about three hundred 
and fifty men, —detachwents from Lee's, Jaakſon's, and Hen- 
ley's regiments, —have joined m. Fink 25 
Yeſterday evening the enemy burned ſeveral houſes in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, and they have committed the 


molt wanton ſpoil in many others. 0 
LI have the honor to be, &c. , G. W. 
„ Head-Buarters, November 26, 1777. 


I WAS yeſterday morning honored with your favors of 
the twenty-ſecond inſtant.— I with the meaſures Congreſs have 
adopted may effectually ſuppreſs the diſturbances in the weſtern 
department. Should they prove tucceſsful and the ſavages and 
wicked deluded inhabitants receive a ſevere check, it is proba- 
ble they will not be induced again to take part againſt us, or 


at leaſt for ſome conſiderable time. Colonel Crawford ſet out 


yelterday evening, and will be with Congreſs, I expect, in the 
courſe of two or three days to take their commands. Fg 

I was much obliged by the foreign intelligence you were 
pleaſed to tranſmit me: it is agreeable and intereſting : and I 
heartily wiſh there may be an early declaration of hoſtilities 
between France and Britain, From theſe advices, things ſeem 
to be getting into a proper train for it: and it is not eaſily ro 
be conceived that it can be much longer delayed. However 
our expectations have not been anſwered in this inſtance, and 
they may yet be held in ſuſpenle. The political reaſons, that 
lead to delay on the part of France, I do not perfectly under- 
ſtand. As to Britain, her honor is loft in the conteſt with us, 


and the moſt indignant inſults will ſcarcely be able to draw 


her attention from her preſent purſuits.— Ihe account of Mr. 
Lee having effected the purpoles of his embaſſy at the court 
of Berlin is of great importance, if it be true. In ſuch caſe, 
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adminiſtration, however deſirous they may be, will probably te 
ned in their ſchemes of further naw aides 1 | 
us. 
I muſt take the liberty to requeſt the deinen of Cougreſ: 
on the caſe of the nine firſt-raiſed Virginia regiments as early 
as circumſtances will permit. If the plan propoſed for re-en- 
liſting them is judged expedient, one capital inducement to that 
end ſuggeſted by the officers, will ceaſe if it is longer delayed. 
It is a matter of conſiderable importance, and of which I wiſh. 
to be ſatisfied as ſoon as poſhible.—I ſhould alſo be happy in 
their determination reſpectiug the marquis De la Fayette. He 
is more and more ſolicitous te be in actual ſervice, and is preſſ- 
ing in his applications for a -command.—I ventured before to 
ſubmit my ſentiments upon the meaſure ; 3 and I till fear a re- 
fufal will not only induce him to return in diſguſt, but may in- 
volve ſome unfavorable conſequences.—There are now ſome 
vacant diviſions in the army, to one of which he may be ap- 
pointed, if it ſhould be the pleaſure of Congreſs. I am con- 
vinced he poſſeſſes a large ſhare of that military ardor which 
generally characteriſes the nobility of his country. He went 
to Jerſey with eneral Greene, and I find he has not been in- 
active there. This you will perceive by the following extract 
from a letter juſt received from general Greene. 

„The marquis, with about four hundred militia aa che 
rifle corps, attacked the enemy's piquet laſt evening, killed a- 
bout twenty, wounded many more, and took l about twenty pri- 
foners. The marquis is charmed with the ſpirited behavior of 
the militia and rifle corps: —they drove the enemy about half 
2 mile, and kept the ground until dark. The enemy's piquet 
conſiſted of about three hundred, and were reinforced during 
the ſkirmiſh, WE he marquis 1s determined to be in the _—_ of 
danger.“ 

' muſt tegel you to wankaie me a number 40 bauk 
commiſſions as ſoon as you have an opportunity to do it. There 
are ſeveral vacancies yet to fill; and the officers entitled to 
them are anxious to be appointed. The commiſſions I want 
ſhould be under your ſignature, and not Mr. Hancock's. 
mention this, leſt you ſhould ſend any of the latter that might 
remain. Thoſe ſigned by you will be competent to- all caſes : 
thoſe by Mr Hancock, only to ſuch as happened durmg his: * 
fideney; and of theſe have bow ſome. 

' November 27. Incloſed you will receive a copy of e 
Howe's letter in anſwer to mine of the fourteenth and twenty - 
thinks which only came to * laſt night, and at an inſtant 


when 


05 
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when I was giving the commiſſary of priſoners inſtructions 
forthwith to confine a number of the officers in our hands, and 
te put the privates under very different reſtrictions from thoſe 
they have been uſed to.— I am in hopes the treatment of ours 
will be much better in future. Mr. Boudinot willimmediately 
take meaſures for releaſing the officers on parole, that we may 
relieve an equal number of ours. I ſhould have been happy to 
have effected a general exchange, or a partial one: but gepe- 
ral Hewe will not upon any terms but thoſe he has ever inſiſt- 
ed on. 


The enemy have got up ſeveral of their ſhips to the city. It | 


is likely they have found a paſſage through the chevaux-de-ftiſe, 
or they may have removed them. | 8 r 
I have the honor to be, &c. 1 a G. W. 


Sin, Head-Quarters, White-Marſh, December 1, 1177. 
ON faturday I had the honor to receive your favor of the 
twenty-ſixth ultimo with its incloſures.—The reſolve of the 
_ twenty-fifth I have buliſhed in orders, agreeable to direQtion, 
and ſhall be happy if Congreſs can fall upon meaſures to render 
the ſituation of the. officers and ſoldiery more eligible than what 
it now is. At preſent it is truly diſtreſſing: and, unleſs ſome 
means can be deviſed ta ſupport them more comfortably, we 
ſhall have to apprehend the moſt alarming conſequences. , The 
officers, or at jeaſt a large proportion of them, as well as the 


men, are in a moſt diſagreeable. condition. as to clothing, and 


without any certain proſpe& of relief: and, what is till more 
painful,—if perchance they have an opportunity of purchaſing 

(which is ſeldom the caſe), they have the mortification to find 

themſelves totally incompetent to it, from the depreciation of 
our money, and the exorbitant prices demanded for all articles 
in this way.—This is the ſource of great uneaſineſs, of indiffer- 

ence to the ſervice, and of repeated (I may ſay, daily) applica- 

tions to leave it, and thefe too by as good officers as are in the 

American line. . | 108181 

In reſpect to promotions for merit and intrepidity, I would 

beg leave to oblerve, that, though theſe are proper conſidera- 

tions to found them upon, yet they ſhould be made with the 

| greateſt caution and attention, and only in caſes of the moſt e- 
minent and diſtinguiſhed ſervices. . Every promotion or. riſe 

out of common courſe cannot fail to excite uneaſineſs in a great- 
er or leſſer degree: and nothing will reconcile them to the ar- 
my 
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18, GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


my at large, and particularly the officers more immediately af - 
feed by them, — but where the cauſes are known and acknow- 
ledged. This I mention from my wiſhes to promote the public in- 
- tereſt, from my knowledge that harmony is eſſential to this end 
and from no other motive whatever. WAS IG Sts Fry 1c 
Before the receipt of your favor, I do not recollect to have 
heard of John Simper's caſe. His brother has not been with 
me. As ſoon as he arrives, I ſhall give directions for him to 
be releaſed from his preſent confinement, and to be forwarded 
to Cecil county. . | Ls 4 
I have nothing material to inform Congreſs of.— Lord Corn- 
wallis and the detachment under his command (mentioned in 
my laſt) returned from Jerſey on thurſday.— We had reaſon to 
expect an attack ſince, from our advices from the city, but have 
been diſappointed. —General Greene has alſo joined me with 
all the troops that were with him, except Huntington's-brigade, 
which will be in to-day, -- 5 e 
I have the honor to be, &c. _ . We: 


Sm, Head. Quarter, White-Marſh, Dec, 10, 1777. 


I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, in the courſe of 
laſt week, from a variety of intelligence, I had reaſon to expect 
that general Howe was preparing to give us a general action. 
Accordingly, on thurſday night he moved from the city with 
all his force, except a very inepnſiderable part ft in his Jines -- 
and redoubts,—and appeared ths next morning on Cheſnut-hill, 
in front of, and about three miles diſtant from, our right wing. 
As foon as their poſition was diſcovered, the Pennſylvania mili- 
tia were ordered from our right, to ſkirmiſh with their light 
advanced parties; and I am ſorry to mention that brigadier- 
general Irvine who led them on had the misfortune- to be 
wounded and to be made priſoner.— Nothing more occurred on 
_ That gay. | | Eras] 1790 

On friday night, the enemy changed their ground, and moved 
to our left, within a mile of our line, where they remained qui- 
et and advantageouſly poſted the whole of the next day. On 
ſanday they inclined fil further to our left; and, from every 
appearance, there was reaſon to apprehend they were deter- 
mined on an aQion.—In this movement, their advanced and 
flanking parties were warmly attacked by colonel Morgan and 
his corps, and alſo by the Maryland militia under colonel Gift. 
Their loſs I cannot aſcertain : but I am informed it was conſi- 

| derable, 
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or early the next morning: but in this I was'miftaken. _ . 
On monday afternoon they began to move again, and, inſtead 
of advancing, filed off from their right: and the firſt certain ac- 
count that I could obtain of their intentions was that they were 
in full march towards Philadelphia by two or three routes.— T 
immediate detached light parties after them to fall upon their 


rear: but they were not able to come up with them. 4M 
The enemy's loſs, as I have obſerved, I cannot aſcertain. , 

One account from the city is that five hundred wounced had. 

been ſent in; another is that eighty-two waggons had gone in 

with men in this ſituation, Theſe, I fear, are both exaggerated, 

and not to be depended upon. We loſt twenty-ſeven men in. 

Morgan's corps, killed and wounded, beſides major Morris, a 

brave and gallant officer, who is among the latter. Of the 

Maryland militia there were alſo fixtcen or ſeventeen wounded. 

I have not received further returns yet. | 

I ſincerely wiſh that they had made an attack, as the iflue, 
in all probability,--from the diſpoſition of our troops, and the 

| ſtrong ſitua tion of our camp,—would have been fortunate and 


* 


happy. At the ſame time I muſt add, that reaſon, prudence, 


and every principle of policy, forbad us quitting our poſt to at- 
tack! them. Nothing but ſucceſs would have juſtified the mea- 
ſure : and this could not be expected from their poſition. 

The conſtant attention and watching I was obliged to give 
the enemy's movements would not allow me to write before: 
and this 1 believe was the leſs material, as I have reaſon to... 
think your commmittee who were in camp moſt of the time, 


and who are now here, tranſmitted an account of ſuch occur- 
rences as they deemed important in any degree. The firſt... 


cauſe too, fir, and my engagements with the committee previ- 
ous to the coming out of the enemy, will, I truſt, ſufficiently 


apvlogie for my not acknowledging before the honor of your 


favors of the thirtieth ultimo and the firſt inflant, which came 
to hand in due order and time. f; r 
J have the honor to be, &c. | 3 
Id en REES | 8 : 45 | N 
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Sin, Head. Quartere, Valley-Forge, January 2, 1778. 
I TAKE the liberty of introducing major John Clarke, 
the bearer of this, to your notice. He entered the ſervice at 

the commencement of the war, and has for ſome time paſt act. 
ed as aid-de-camp to major-general Greene, He is active, ſen- 
ſible, and enterpriſing, and has rendered me very great aſſiſt- 
| ance ſince the army has been in Pennſylvania, by procuring me 
conſtant and certain intelligence of the motions and intentions 
of the enemy.—It is ſomewhat uncertain whether the ſtate of 
the major's health will admit of his remaining in the military 
line: if it ſhould, I may perhaps have occaſion to recommend 
him in a more particular manner to the favor of Congreſs at a 
future time. At preſent, I can affure you that if you ſhould, 
while he remains in the neighborhood of York, have any occa- 
fion for his ſervices, you will find him not only willing but very 
capable of executing any of your commands, | 3 
Jhave the honor to be, &c. F G. W. 


— 


I YESTERDAY evening had the honor of your favor 
of the firſt inſtant, with its ſeveral incloſures. The letter you 
allude to, from the committee of Congreſs and board of war, 
came to hand on ſaturday morning: but it does not mention 
the regulations adopted for removing the difficulties aud failures 
in the commiſſary line. 1 truſt they will bewigorqus, or the 
army cannot exiſt. It will never anſwer, to procure fupplies 
of clothing or proviſion by coereive meaſures: the {mall ſei- 
zures made of the former a few days a ago in conſequence of 
the moſt preſſing and abſolute neceſſity, when that, or to diſ- 
{olve, was the alternative, — excited the greateſt alarm and un- 
eaſineſs even among our beſt and warmeſt friends. Such pro- 
cedures may give a momentary relief; but, if repeated, will 
prove of the moſt pernictous conſequence. Beſides ſpreading 
diſaffection, jealouſy, and fear in the people, they never fail, 
even in the moſt veteran troops under the moſt rigid and exact 
diſcipline, to raiſe in the ſoldiery a diſpoſition of licentiouſneſs, 
to plunder and robbery, — difficult to ſuppreſs afterwards, and 
which has proved not only ruinous to the inhabitants, but, in 
many inſtances, to armies themſelves.--I regret the occaſion 


that compelled us to the meaſure the other day; and ſhall con- 
ſider 
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ſider it among the greateſt of our misfortunes, if we ſhould be 
under the neceſſity of practiſing it again. PER, TE e, 
I had received from the board of war a'copy of the reſolu- 
tions of the twenty-ninth ultimo, and publiſhed ſuch parts im or- 
ders as were directed. I ſhall endeavor as far as poſſible, to carry 
the intention of Congreſs into execution, reſpecting the extra 
pay, and to prevent any fiom receiving it, who do not come 
under their deſcription.— The three packets with commiſſions 
came ſafe to han. 0 - L 'F 

I have the honor to be, '&c. Jang e 

I am now under the neceſlity of keeping feveral parties from 
the army threſhing grain, that our ſupplies may not fail: but 
this will not do.—As to meat, our ſtock is trifling, not being 
ſufficient for more than two days, if ſo long, with the moſt ſpar- 
ing economy. | 48 


SIR, | Valley-Forge, January q, 1778. 


I YESTERDAY evening had the honor to receive 
your favor of the fifth inſtant, with its incloſures.— The 
ower Congreſs has been pleaſed to veſt me wtih, for ap- 
pointing aides-de-camp, I ſhall uſe with economy, and I will 
not appoint more at any time than ſhall be neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential to advance the public intereſt. Any future appoint- 
ments that may be material will be made out of the line of the 
army, if circumſtances will allow it. In general this has been 
the caſe. 7 1 4: 1 | 
The proceedings of Congreſs for the detention of general 
Burgoyne and army, or rather ſuſpending their embarkation, 
till the convention of Saratoga is explicitly ratified and noti- 
fied by the court of Britain, thall remain ſecret here till they 
are duly announced by Congreſs.— This procedure, when 
known to the general, will chagrin him much: for I learn by 
a letter from general Heath, that the refuſal to let his troops 
embark: at Rhode-Ifland or in the Sound had given him ſome 
uneaſineſs.— I have nothing of importance to communicate; 
and have only to add that I have the honor to be, with great 
refpeft;-S&e. - 1 . 
P. 8. The great diverſity of opinions prevailing, as to the 
operation which the reſolves of the thirtieth ultimo and firſt 
inſtant ſſiould have, which gave a month's extra pay, makes 
it neceſſary for me to requeſt Congreſs to deſcribe with cer- 
tainty and preciſion the perſons who they intended ſhould be 
23585 ; | the 
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 theipartiqular objocts of their: benevolence. WI thout, 2 


am certain I flrall not be able to execute the reſolves ac 
do tlieir intention, and ĩ in a manner een will be agtreable 10 She 
+ 0 arwy. Rn 9 


n fuchcofficers aa men as were in camp! [hed the refiiifs 
were paſſed, and who continue the whole winter, are the on y 


objects to be benefited, it is urged that many who Have dif- 


charged their duty with fidelity, —-who have experienced a ſe- 
vere campaign to that time or till a few days before, Who 
may be now out of camp, and yet be here in the courſe af the 
winter, — will be excluded. ' For example, all officers and men 
on fuxlough, though they ſhould haye been long from their 
homes before,-—perhaps much longer in many inſtances, thyn 
many who remain, —and whoſe private neceſſities oblige them 


to be abſent, —-thoſe who have fallen ſick from their ſervices, 


and who are in hoſpitals or in the country, —dętachments on 


e ommand, —theſe t would be excluded. Such Aſcriminatione, | 


I believe, will give great diſguſt and uneaſineſs.— It is dith- 
cult, in'caſes of this nature, to draw a proper line of diftinc- 


— 
— 


tion, and impoſſible to do it in deen a way: as to „e atifac. 


tans: +. . 
Ido not mean to NE TIN upon the: ſubject: wy eg wi 
is to have it preciſely aſcertained, Who are to be included” ar 2 
paid, and who are not, under the reſolves, that I mA e 
the one band act contrary to the public intention, and on 
other give cauſe of couphetaty and perhaps do det to a 
duals. 7 eee 

Knowing the difficulty of drawing a proper line, and the a 
guſt and murmurings that ever attend diſcriminations,+ ere 
to adviſe upon the ſubject, only ſuch officers and men ſhould bt 
excluded (ſince extra pay has been determined on) as 1 A 
ſent from camp without regular authority, or ſuch as 1175 abuſe 
uidulgencies regularly obtained. $12 

It has been obſerved by ſome, and perhaps with propijaty, 
that there are officers and men now in camp, or who may he 
thortly-in, who have no ſuperior claim to merit, - whoſe 7 HY 
are not ſa preſſing, or who have already had indulgencies,—0r 
who, from their being nearer their friends and connections, 
da ve had opportunities of ſeeing them frequently, of ordering 
their concerns, and viſiting their homes once, twice, or perbaps 


_ eftener- in the campaign. —whilſt they who were mote remote 


were precluded from any of theſe advantages, and were Lor 
flantiy on duty. Theſe conſiderations will have their . i 


in:vhe-ſcale of diſguſt with rg parties intereſted, r 
| h. 
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though the reſolves were founded in principles of generoſity, 
were. intended to reward merit, and promote the ſervice, —irom. 
the difficulties attending the execution, I with they had never. 
been made, eſpecially as I believe officers and men would in a 
; little time have become tolerably well reconciled to their quar- 
rers. > | 
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2 Jung 3 > . Valley- Forge, January 12, 1778. 
AS I do hot recolle& with preciſion whether any, or 
what reſolutions have been made by Congreſs, reſpecting cap- 
tures by the army or detachments of it, and not having all 
their proceedings with me, with which I have been honored 
from time to time to aſſiſt my enquiries upon the ſubject,.—I 
mult take the liberty to requeſt that they will determine, and 
\ favor me with their deciſions upon, the following points: 
t. What articles captured are to be conſidered as public pro- 
„ Cath adit ct Et Erb OR EST 9 
Ek 12 Whether articles captured by parties or detachments, not 
determined public property, are to be diſtributed or ſold for the 
benefit of the army at large, or are to be conſidered as the 
ſole and excluſive right of the captors? s _ 
1 If, in general inſtances, ſuch articles as are taken, and 
Which are not conſidered public property, are determined to be 
the ſole and excluſive right of the captors, —are ſtationary de- 
tachments, who, from their ſituation, have much mote than a 
. chance of making prizes, to be conſidered upon the 
lame footing? _ | | 


— 
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4. If there is to be a diſtinction between ſtationary and other 
detachments,—and the former are denied an excluſive right to 
the captures they make, — what proportion of the articles are. 
they to have ? | 


I have been induced to ſtate the above queſtions on account 
of ſome difficulties that have ariſen reſpecting the prize taken 
by the detachment at Wilmington under general Small 
that the ſame may be determined, and certain principles eſta- 
Bliſhed, to govern in like and future caſes.—In the inſtance of 
this prize, as the haggage taken (from general Smallwoad's 
and the officers? repreſentation) will be but inconſidetable 
E210 divided among, themſelves, I have conſented. that they 
all have it at a jult appraiſement and diſtribution, and have 
e to bave the whole, and the value, properly inven- 
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„ GENERAL WASHINGTON": 


toried; that ſuch order may be made reſpecting the latter, as 
thi decifions of Congrefs may juſtify and point out. I have 
allo directed the fale of the brig, as I underſtarid fome offers 
Have been made for her, and as her fituation"may be confldeted 
hazardous and precariaus. 5 ** 
Beſides the brig taken at Wilmington, a veſſel has ſtranded 
at Reedy-Iſland with goods on board. It is faid a quantity of 
rum, ſome bales of cloth, a number of hats, and ſome other ar- 
ticles (all wanted by the army), have been taken out of her by 
the militia, particularly thoſe of Kent county. Theſe general 
Smallwood is endeavoring to find, that they may be of public 
I have the honor to be, &c. 8. WW. 


r Head-Quarters, January: 13, 1778. 
* THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier De Mau- 
duit du Pleffis, who was among the firſt French officers that 
joined the army of the United States. The gallant eonduR of 
this young gentleman at Brandiwine, Germantown, and his dif- 
dinguiſhed fervices at Fort-Mercer where he united the ' offices 
of engiheer and commandant of artillery,” entitte him to 'the 


particular notice of Congreſs. —He made ſeveral” judicibus df. 
terations in the works at Red-bank, fhewed great good conduct 


during the action in which the Heffians were repulſed, and was 
ſpoken of, in confequence, in terms of the higheft applauſe, by 
the commanding officer of the poſt.— After the evacuation was 
determined upen, he became the means of ſaving ſome valuable 
artillery and ftores, and cheerfully undertook, as volunteer, the 
hazardous operation of OY up the magazine, &c. without 
the apparatus uſually provided upon ſuch occaſions. I muſt 
further add in monſieur Du Pleſſis? favor, that he poſſeſſes a de- 
gree of modeſty .not always found in men who have performed 
brilliant actions. It is with pleafure therefore that I recom- 
mend it to Congreſs to grant him a brevet of lieutenant-colo- 
nel,-4 reward due to his merit, and which wilt not have the 
inconvenience of occaſioning any diffatisfation in the corps to 
which he belongs. 5 | E od? 


As ſome particular cireumſtances have prevented monſteur 


Du "Pleffis waiting upon Congreſs ſooner, I hope there wilÞ be 
nb difficulty in antedating the brevet, ſo that the recompenſt 
may more immediately follow the fervices which he. hay'J6nd. 
Ar the fame time, that there may not be any uneaſineſs on the 


* 
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part ef monfieur Fleury, whom Congreſs haye been pleaſed to 
reward in.the ſame. way, and as their times of ſervice. are near» 
ly equal in France, I would propoſe that monſſeur Du Pleſis? 
brevet ſhould bear the ſame date, viz. the twentyrſixth of No. 


vember. 


I have the honor to be, &. WY p _ we „G., W. 
e e Aa Valley-Forge, Jonuary 3 7, 1778. 


I HAVE been honored with your ſeveral favors of the 
fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-ſecond and twenty-fifth inſtant, 
in due order, with their incloſures, which ſhall have my atten- 
tion. My application in preparing and digeſting matters for 
the conſideration of the committee who are now in camp, pre- 
vented me acknowledging them before.— The Le 75 for go- 
vernor Livingſton, which accompanied the firſt two, I tranſmit- 
ted him the next day by a careful hand, and hope it got ſafe to 
him. „ Ilfth as e ws 7 
The incloſed copy of a letter and memorial from general 
Forman I would take the liberty of. laying before Congreſs. — 
Supplying the army with ſalt is a matter o infinite importance e:; 
and if it can be.accompliſhed, it is very much to be deſired.— 
How far general Forman may ſucceed, in his experiments, I 
cannot determine: but, from every account, there is a favora- 
ble proſpect of his manufacturing à conſiderable quantity of 
this neceſſary and eſſential article. For the greater ſecurity. of 
the works againſt the enemy's tendets, &c. he prays to be fun. 
niſtied with a guard of fifty men, . His requiſition is ſubmittec 


to Congreſs; and they will he pleaſed to determine upon it in 


ſuch manner as they may think proper. ol IS orb rn 
I. have the honor to be, &c., , EY | G. W. 


«> | a 
w #3) 4 | * $3444 þ 
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N the ultimo I had the honor to receive your 
favor of the twenty-ſeventh with the copies alluded to. As 
the proceedings of Congreſs in this inſtance ſeem to imply that 
our unfortunate people in the hands of the enemy are to be 
victualled b us, I have only to wiſh. that the ſupplies may, be 
conſtant and plentiful. I have tranſmitted your letter to Mr. 
Boudinot who is out of camp, and have requeſted his maſt 
pointed attention to the buſineſs, I have alſo written to gene 
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ral Fewo up 'occaſion, and incloſed him one of the cb 
nim next 1 ſhall take the liberty of tranſeribing you 
copy of my to him on this head, and e, Parry TP 
Have lately pail between us. . 
T have the honpr to be, &. | X . W. 
P. 8. I wiſh a ſupply of money to be ſent as ſoon as poſſible: 
Our diſtreſſes for want of it are not eaflily to be deſcribed. 
What Mr. Palfrey brought with him was not ſufficient to pay 
the troops for Noyember, by two hundred and fifty or three 
hundred thouſand dollars. The demands were immenſe, moſt 
of the eaſtern troops having had four or five months? pay due to 
them, and ſome, _ The army now in general has three 
q 


months? pay in arrear, excluſive of the month's extra pay; and, 
befides this, the quarter-maſter is preſſing for large dranghts 
for the purpoſes of his department, though he has ” 788 a 
key of the money which came with Mr. Palfrey. 5 


„ *. Polly 88 . 8, 75 
1 HAVE been 4065 Konbec with your favor of the third 
inſtant, and with its incloſures. ff to 


As general M*Dougall's late ſevere illneſs 2 vreſenr feeble 


Ate will not permit him to proceed on'the intended excurſion 


into Canada, baron De Kalb will follow the „ rrnbeg Cgrocable 
to his with and the direction of Congreſs. 9 N72 

According to the promiſe contained in big laſt, 1 take the 
liberty to tranſmit yon copies of ſuch letters'as have ery paff- 
ed between general Howe and myſelf. 

February 12.— Since writing the above I have received ano- 
ther letter from general Howe, of the fifth inſtant, a copy of 
which, and of my anſwer, you have alſo incloſed. By theſe 
you will perceive that he has propoſed a general exchange of 
priſoners, and that I have acceded to it.—l have written'to 
Mr. Boudinot, commiſſary in this line, requiring his return to 
camp; and ſhall give him directions to purſue the moſt ſpeedy 
meaſures for accompliſhing this buſineſs, ſo intereſting to the 
unhappy officers and men in general Howe's hands, and to the 
cauſe of humanity.—There are ſome other me, a8 you iI 
diſcover, which I could not enter upon. 52971" 19% 21907 

The ſituation of the affairs of the army abe not till lately 
made it convenient to go into the inquiry directed hy theore- 
folve of the twenty-eighth of November, of the loſſes of the 
Forth Fauna and Clinton in the ſtate of Ner- Vork and 

. of 


Or TIC TAE LET 167 


of Fort. Mifflin on Delaware. With reſpect ti the; tworformier, 
It: bappens that almoſt all the principal afficers acting ĩa th 
quarter were in ſome way or other ſo far -concerted/in the; io 
fair, as to make them improper for proſecuting the Jhquiryiz1 
therefore propoſe to ſend officers from this army If bis hehlth 
will permit; I ſhauld wiſh general M' Dougall to pteſide? His 
thorough knowledge of thoſe poſts and all their connections 
qualifies: him in a peculiar manner for Gy enn 
written to him on the ſubjeQ: f rn 
With reſpect to Fort-Mifflin, wag inquiry 00 very ex- 
ten us conſide rations, and, more or leſs, affects almoſt all the 
general officers in this army, whoſe advice and concurrence in 
the. meaſures taken make them in ſome degree parties. The 
mode, in my opinion, moſt une xceptionable, to be purſued, is 
for Congreſs to authoriſe a committee of their on body, or to 
delegate any other perſous they may chuſe to entruſt, not con- 
nected with the operations of this army, to go into the buſineſs. 
February 14.—Your ſeveral favors of the ſeventh, and thet 
of the eighth inſtant, were duly received yeſterday evening,— 
As ſoon as circumſtances will admit, I ſhall appoint a court- mar- 
tiallin the caſe directed, and ſhalt-ootify. the parties concerned 
of the ſame.— The oath, which Congreſs have preſeribed tobe 
taken by the officers of dhe army, I chall publiſh in general or- 
ders, and the mode how-it is to be done, with directions about 
the certificates. ſhall extend. dingy Po 's WY e to the 


firſt of April, as required. L ed Of 
I have the n to my Ne. Ae te 8 S.. W. 
Ray CI Jain Hat n J bl vena nay ed e ol 
0 Sis, x | Hiad-Quarters, ValleyFirge, eters 27, 177 7 78. | 


Mog: L. AM now to acknowledge the honor of your ſeveral 
favors of the eightenth, nineteenth, and twenty-firſt inſtant, 
which, with their ae incloſures, have been vip: re: 
m I 
\buiewplizace with «he refoluniug; of Congnely: of the geh 
iuſt ant, tranſmitted in your letter of the ſeventh, I was about 
tol take meaſures for appointing a court · martial ard bringing 
on the trials which they direct. But on recurring to thei pa- 
pers you were pleaſed to ſend me, I do not find that the com- 
mittee have made any particular charges againſt the officers 
ho are to be the objects of trial. It was probably tue inten- 
tion lof Cong reſs thay: theſe charges ſhould be laid by me. Bus 
450 WT err in doing it, and not 2 correſpond with tcheix 
iO VIEWS 


4 2 2 


r 


2 "A - Ab 3A 2 4. » 4 * = — 2 — = — = 
575. TTT 2 — _ — - _ * = 
: . , * —— 1 2 2. uf — — 3 —_— 
” — 2 " — * * — 
as * 12 r — I 3 ——— i ERC OO ris 


vos GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


2 


views:in-the matter eſpeeially as it would require confiders- 
ble time and thought to make myſelf ſufficiently acquaiated 
with at from the papers collected. I ſhould think it would be. 
moſt adviſable for Congrels to ſtate explicitly the charges they 
Wilh to have exhibited againſt the officers reſpeRively and 
then the buſineſs may be proceeded on with propriety. - 
Boeſides the above reaſons which operate generally 0 
my exhibiting the charges, —in the, particular inſtance of gene- 
ral Schuyler, it is impoſſible for me to do it, as I do not know 


what inſtructions he had received from Congreſs from time to 


time as to the objects of his command, nor preciſely what theſe 
were. Theſe appear to me neceſſary to be known, ang ie 
to carry on a proſecution agaiuft him. 

When Congreſs ſhall have arranged theſe points, and are 
2 to honor me with them, I will purſue the ſpeedieſt mea- 


| fares to bring on the trials. The ſooner this can be done, the 


better, as ſome of the parties are bee en, wad ſtrong⸗ 
ly importune it. 

Baron Steuben has ering at camp. He ende to be much 
of 2 gentleman, and, as far as I have had an opportunity of 
dn A nf military ane and cognates, aan the 

Lf Ine 


The jnnlefed a bf: a2 letter from general 8 Will 


ſhew how great the diſtreſſes are in that quarter for want of 
money. He has deſcribed their neceſſities ſo fully, that it 1s 


unneceſſary for me to add upon the ſubject: 1 ſhall only obſerve 
that his account is more than juſtified by many other letters, 
and that I am perſuaded the earlieſt poſſible ſupply will be for- 
warded, that the very important and intereſting works c ginnt 


ai there may not be the. leaſt retarded. 
I am under ſome embarralſments reſpecting the thirtcenth 


Virginia regiment.” It was raiſed on the weſt fide of the Alle- 
gany and towards Pittſburg, with aſſurances from the officers, 
it ais ſaid, that the men ſhould not be drawn from that quarter. 
This dircumſtanee, added to the diſturbances by the Indians, 
and the expoſed fituation of their families, has been the cauſe of 


great deſertions, and is at preſent the ſource of much uneaſineſs, 


aud the more ſo, as part of the regiment was never marched 
from thence. 4 think the whole ſfould be united either here 
or there, and wiſh Congreſs to direct me upon the ſuhject.— 
At the ſame time that their caſe, if truly repreſented, ieems to 
be hard, and to merit the indulgence they claim, I would ab- 
ſerve that the twelfth regiment from the weſtern parts of the 


nN candy and the eighth and twelfth Pennſylvania from tlie 
frontier 


* 
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n counties of this; have ſimilar pretenſions, and mighr 
become uneaſy, and apply for a like indulgen exe 
Agreeable to the directions of Congreſs, I ſhall n major- 
general to Rhode- Iſland though the number of officers here of 
this rank, from one cauſe and another, is greatly reduted; ad. 
more fo than it ought-to be in point of pohey. '- 1 »71 7 

Our lofs of matroſſes, the laſt campaign, in killed and — 
ed, was confiderable; and it has not been a little inc reaſed this 
winter by deſertions from colonel Proctor's corps. From theſe . 
circumſtances, we are very weak in this line ; and I requeſt that 
Congreſs will be pleaſed to order colonel H avriſot's regiment 
of artillery to march from Virginia as OY as ne n win 
admit, and join this army. | 


| I have er Hower to be, ce. . . 6. w. 
: "Wi | Vuallæy- Forge, March 3, 1778 g. 


I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting you copies of three 
end from general Howe, of the fourteenth and twenty-firſt 
ultimo, and of the ſecond inftant, with their incloſures. The 
unhappy violation of the flag of truce has laid us under no ſal} 
embarraffments, and has afforded the enemy good grounds for 
cornplaint and triumph at the ſame time. This however is the 
nuturul conſequence, and muft ever be the caſe, where different 
powers counteract each other in matters of the moſt delicate 
importance. There are ſome circumſtances: attending this 
affair, which it may poſſibly be in the power of Congreſs to 
| _ light pon If they 5 1 thall be obliged wy bei a. 
ſiſtance. 8 4 

': March 8.—In donfdqvencs of the letters which have lately 
between general Howe and mytelf, —particularly thoſe 
of the fifth and tenth ultimo, copies of which I had the honor 
to tranſmit you in mine of the eighth, continued to the four- 
teenth;--I was about to fend commiſſioners to meet thoſe ap 
pointed! by general Howe for adjuſting the diſputed points hes 
tween” us; carry into execution an exchange of priſoners, and 
improving the old cartel, as far as it might be practicable; for 
cheir better accommodation in tuture. I his meeting was tobe 
om the tenth inſtant: but, yeſterday morning, Dunlap's paper of 
the fourth heing put into my hands, I found that a reſqlution 
had been made the twenty-fixth of February, calling for alliac- 
odunts zgainit /prifoners in our hands, and declaring that no ex- 
oharge mould take place, till the balance due thereon bo the 
767 U nited 
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United Stetes is diſcharged. Some of the ſtates are not re- 
quired to exhibit their claims till the fixſt of June.—The time 
that would be taken to adjuſt them, and make a delivery of the 
priſoners, would more than exhauſt all the enſuing ſummer, 
This reſolution I cannot conſider as an intended infraction, of 
my engagements with general Howe: yet its operation is dia- 
metrically oppoſite both to the ſpirit and letter of the propoſi- 
tions made on my part, and acceded to on his. I ſuppoſed my-, 
ſelf fully authoriſed * by the inſtructions and intentions“ of 
Congreſs to act as I did: and I now conceive that the public 
as well as my own perſonal honor and faith are pledged for the 
// ˙Ü»̃——̃ ES arc} ar igll 
By the direction of Congreſs, I in the firſt inſtance ſtipulated 
with general Howe an exchange of priſoneis, —officer for offi- 
cer, of equal rank, —ſoldier for ſoldier, Land citizen for citi- 
zen. This agreement they have ever approved, and repeatedly 
declared their willingneſs to carry into execution. — Their reſo- 
lution of the twenty-fourth of March laſt empowered me (on 
condition of general Lee being declared exchangeable) not on- 
ly to proceed to the exchange of priſoners according to the 
principles and regulations of the cartel before agreed on, but 
alſo to enter into ſuch further principles and regulations as 
ſhould appear to me moſt proper and advantageous: A ſubſe. 
quent reſolution of the fixth of June holds forth the ſame lan- 
guage, ſanctions my conduct and reaſonings in the negociations 
about that time on the ſubject, and directs an adherence to 
them. —No event has occurred ſince that period, by which I 
could conclude there was any alteration in the views of Con- 
greſs:—ſo far from it, that all my late letters breathing the 
ſame ſpirit with the former, and pointedly fignifying my with 
to bring about a general exchange, —if not with an expreſs,— 
at leaſt met with a tacit approbation.— General Howe at length 
by profeſſion, if not in reality, is willing to perform the agree: 
ment on the conditions required by me, and confirmed, by them. 
It may be ſaid, that, with whatever powers I was originally 
veſted to negotiate, an exchange, the reſolution of the nine- 
teenth of December laſt was an abridgment of them, ſo far as 
to annex a new condition, --the' ſettlement and payment of 
accounts previous to its taking place. I had no conception of 
this being the caſe in the preſent inſtance, however the letter 
may. warrant the conſt: uction. Beſides the common principle 
of preventing the incoaveniencies neceſſarily reſulting from al- 
lowing the enemy to make their payments in paper currency, 
I had reaſon to imagine that general Burgoyne's army was 
more 
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more patticularly the object of the concluding claufe Ae. 
interpretation I the more readily adopted; for, exclufife © the” 
affairs vf that army, I verily believed, that, from the con uſed 
defective ſtate of our accounts relating to priſoners, there would - 
be:atconfiderable: balance in favor of Mr. Hows.” Nar ls 
the fituation of our accounts the only reaſon for this  belief:—< 
che priſoners in our hands, eſpecially thoſe weſtward 'of the De- 
laware, as I am informed, have been in a great meaſure ſup- 
ported by their - own labor, and at the expenſe of the enemy, 
who have had agents conſtantly among us.— If this is the caſe 
the reaſon of the reſolve not applying, the effect ought not of 
cn one CATE To ery ye. ͤ adi 
But perhaps it may be thought contrary to our intereſt to 
ge into an exchange, as the enemy would derive more immedi- 
ate advantage from it than we ſhould.— This I ſhall not deny: 
but it appeared to me, that, on principles of genuine, extenſive 
policy, independent of the confiderations of compaſſion and juf- 
tice, we were under ay obligation not to elude it. I have the 
beſt evidence that an event of this kind is the general wiſh of 
the bountry :I know it to be the wiſh of the army; and no 
one ean doubt that it 1s the ardent wiſh of the unhappy ſuffer. 
ersldhemſelves. We need only conſult the tide of humanity, 


andethe ſympathies natural to thoſe connected by the cements of 


blood intereſt, and a common dread of evil, to be convinced 
that the prevailing current of ſentiment demands an exchange. 
If the country, the army, and even the prifoners themſelves, 
had à preciſe idea of our circumſtances, and could be fully fen- 
ſchle of the diſadvantages that might attend the giving our e. 

nemy a conſiderable reinforcement without having an equiva- 
lent they might perhaps be willing to make a ſacrifice of their 
feelings to the motives of policy. Bat they have not this 
knowledge, and cannot be entruſted with it; and their reaſon- 


inge, of neceſſicy, will be governed by what they feel. e 
Were an opinion once to be eſtabliſhed (and the enemy and 
| theircemiſſaties know very well how to inculcate it, if they are 

furniſhed with a plauſible pretext), that we deſignedly avoided” 
an exchange, it would be a cauſe of diſfatisfaction and dilguſt 
tw the country and to the army, —of reſentment and defpera- 

tiom to dur. captive officers and ſoldiers: — to ſay nothing of 
the; importance, of not hazarding our national character bat up! 
ots the moſt ſolid grounds, eſpecially in our embryo Nate; from 
thoinfuence. it, may have on our affairs abroad, it may not be 
arlittleldangerdus to beget 5 * miads of bur own Country- 
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- men. a ſuſpicion, chat we do not pay the Rrideſt, obſervance/to. 


— » 


the maxims of honor and good faith. 


Fe ; | ( nee 4 ILL 15 
Alt is prudent to uſe the greateſt caution not to ſhock the no- 


- tions of general juſtice and humanity, univerſal among man- 
kind as well in a public as a private view. In a buſineſs on 


the ſide. of which the paſſions are ſo much concerned as in the 


preſent, men would be readily diſpoſed to believe the worſt, 
and cheriſh the moſt unfavorable concluſions. Were the let- 
ters that have paſſed between general Howe and myſelf from 
firſt to laſt, and the proceedings of Congreſs on the ſame ſub- 
ject, to be publiſhed with proper comments, it is much to be 
'feared,—if the exchange ſhould be deferred till the terms of 
the laſt reſolve were fulfilled, —that it would be difficult to 
prevent our being generally accuſed with a breach of good 
| Laich. Perhaps it might be ſaid, that, while the enemy 44 
us juſtice, we fondly embraced the opportunity to be loud, per- 
ſevering, inceſſant in our claims; but the moment they were 
willing to render it, we receded from ourſelves, and flarted 
new difficulties. —This, I ſay, might be the reaſoning of ſyecu- 
lative minds; and they might conſider, all our profeſſions as 
re profeſſions; or, at beſt, that intereſt and policy were to 
be the only-arbiters of, their validity. _ eee toes 
Imputations of this nature would have a tendency. to unnerve 
our operations, by diminiſhing that reſpe& and confidence which 


are efſential to be placed in thoſe who are at the head of af- 


fairs either in the civil or military line. This, added to the 
proſpect of hopeleſs captivity, would be a great diſcouragement 
to the ſervice. The ill conſequences of oy would be immenſe, 
by increafing the cauſes of diſcontent in the army, which are 
already too numerous, and many of which are in a great mea- 
ſure unavoidable, —by fortifying that unwillingneſs which al- 
ready appears too great, towards entering into the ſervice, and 
of courſe impeding the progreſs both of draughting and re- 
cruiting, —by dejecting the courage of the ſoldiery, from an 
apprehenſion of the horrors of captivity,--and finally by reduc- 
ing thoſe, whoſe lot it is to drink the bitter cup, to a deſpair 
which can only find relief by 2 their attachments and 
engaging with their captors. Theſe effects have already been 
- Experienced in part from the obſtaples that have lain in the 
way of exchanges : but. if theſe obſtacles were once to ſeem the 
reſult of ſyſtem, they would become ten-fold.— Nothing has 
aperated more diſagreeably upon the minds of the militia than 
che fear of captivity, on the footing it has hitherto ftood. — 
1b 42 | | | WE”: PF What 
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What would be their reaſonings, if it ſhould be thought'to 
„ i 3 DFO 1Þ4 * 1 


ſtand upon a worſe? | | en 

If a preſent temporary intereſt is to. be a ruling principle, it 
is ealy to prove that an exchange Tan never take place. The 
conſtitution of our army in reſpect to the term of ſervice for 
which our men engage, and the dependence we are . to 
place on the flilitia, muſt forever operate againſt us in ex- 
changes, and forbid an equality of advantages: Should it be 


ſaid that there are times when it might be more peculiarly un- 


equal and injurious, and that the preſent is ſuch on account of 
the weak condition of our army, — I anſwer that the delay ne- 


ceſſarily involved in the previous negociation on the fubjeQ, in 


delivering the priſoners from time to time in ſmall numbers and 
receiving others in their ſtead, and the mode of delivery at dif- 
ferent places, will nearly bring the matter to the point we could 
with, and give us leiſure to reinforce this army (if it is to be 
done at all), ſo as to obviate in a great meaſure the ill conſe- 

quences apprehended. 3 5 if ON OR 8 
But if the argument of intereſt on a partial ſcale be purſued 
as far as it will go, not only the general conſideration thrown 
out above, but ſpecial ones appoſite to every ſituation, will pre- 
ſent themſelves, that we ought not to exchange :—now we 
ought not, becauſe our army is weak when the ſeaſon is 
more advanced, and it is time for the campaign to open, we 
ought not; becauſe our army may be ſtrong, and it will be our 
- buſineſs to avail ourſelves of our own ſtrength and the enemy's 
weakneſs, to ſtrike ſome deciſive blow wif they, by the pro- 
- tection of their ſhipping and impregnable works, ſhould be able 
to baffle our attempts till the period of reinforcements from 
Europe arrive, it will ſurely then not be our intereſt to add 
numbers and ſtrength to an enemy already ſufficiently nume- 
rous and ftrong !--Thus, by a parity of reaſoning, the golden 
ra will never come, which is to relieve the miſeries of capti- 
vity. Our ſervice muſt become odious : thoſe who are out of 
it will endeavor to keep ſo; and thoſe who are in it will with 
to get out of it: every priſoner the enemy makes will be his 
ſoldier rather than ſubmit to a rigorous and deſpairing confine- 

ment. | . 

If we do not ſeize the preſent propitious moment when the 
neceſſities of the enemy preſs them to reaſonable terms, to form 
and eſtabliſh a liberal cartel, it is not impoſſible, in the viciſſi- 
tudes and reverſes of war, that a time may come when we 
ſhould wiſh we had embraced it, and intereſt may ſtrongly im- 
pel the enemy to decline it, except on the moſt unequal condi- 
tions, 
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tions. ** policy, as well as good faith, in my oginien, 
binds us to improve the occaſion. 

There are however ſome ambiguities i in general Howe' s con- 
duct, which require explanation, and ought to put us upon our 
guard. I determined to make the affair of citizens, viz. to 


* procure an exemption from captivity for them, if poſiible,—or, 


if not, (ſince it cannot now be demanded as a matter of right) 
to fix their exchangeability upon the eafieft and moſt unequivo- 
cal foundation.—an indiſpenſable preliminary to any further 
procedure; and at the ſame time to ſecure the exchange of ge- 
neral Lee and all other officers who have been the lenker 
objects of exception. 

The i interview intended between general Howe's . 
ers and thoſe on our part on the tenth inſtant is now poſtponed. 
J cannot doubt that Congreſs, in preſervation of the public 
faith and my perſonal honor, will remove all impediments that 
now oppoſe themſelves to my engagements, and that they will 
authoriſe me, through commiſſioners appointed for the purpoſe, 
to negociate a more extenſive and competent cartel, upon ſuch 
principles as may appear advantageous and founded in neceſſity, 
any reſolutions heretofore to the contrary notwithſtanding ; 
and I muſt requeſt that they will favor me with their anſwer by 
the earlieſt opportunity. 

The work, from its nature, will bs difficult. Two parties 
are concerned, whoſe intereſts are more than oppoſite in a com- 
mon view. —We ſhall endeavor to act for the beſt, and to pro- 
mote the public ſervice as far as poſſible, though we may not 
be able to anſwer the expectations of all. But it ſhould be re- 
membeted, that, although general Howe's want of men affords 
2 proſpect of favorable terms, yet he will not be diſpoſed to 
ſacrifice to it all conſiderations of general advantage in a con- 
tract of ſuch a nature; and it is not even to be hoped that it 
can take place except on principles of mutual benefit. 

I perſuade myſelf that the freedom I have taken in deliver- 
ing my ſentiments ſo fully upon this occaſion will readily be 
exculed, as it procegds from a deſire to place the motives of 
my condu i in a juſt point of view, and from an opinion of du- 
ty that led me to a free diſcuſſion of a a ſubject, which conſi- 
dered in all its lights, will appear to Somprenend, conſequences 
of the firſt delicacy and magnitude, PET 

J have the honor to be, &c. | GW, 


| Bs 
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n Head. Quarter, Palley-Firge, Moreb-c * 1 05 


I HAVE been this day favored with yours of the then 
ty-ſeyenth of February, and of the ſecond, third, and fourth 
inſtant, which I ſhall anſwer in their order. | 

The removal of fo valuable a train of field artillery 5 2 
Albany to Farmington, as to a place of greater ſecurity, was. 
certainly a meaſure highly proper; and you may be aſſured 
that every precaution ſhall be taken to eſcort them lafely 
through Jerſey to this camp, when it is thought adviſable to 

bring them hither. 

You miſtook the intent of mine of the eighteenth of 9 
ary. I did not mean to give you the trouble of making a re- 
turn of the Britiſh officers who were exchanged after the con- 
vention. General Reideſel, as I informed you wrote to me 
to obtain liberty for him to make an exchange of ſome of his 
ſuite and other foreign officers, as that liberty had been allow- 
ed to the Britiſh. - I did not chuſe to give him any anſwer un- 
til I had applied to you, that I might know whether you had. 
any reaſon for making ſuch diſtinction: and as you nuſappre- 
hended me, I ſhall ſtill be obliged to defer anſwering him till 

I hear from you.—!I think, conſidering the great number of of - 5 
ficers of ours who are in captivity, it is our inter eſt to exchange 
as many of their officers, priſoners under the convention, as we 
can. 

Commiſſioners from me are to meet others from en 
Howe on the thirty-firſt of this month, to endeavor to ſettle a 
general exchange of priſoners.— Until we know the iſſue of the 
negociation, it will be hardly worth While to alter the ſituation | 
of the priſoners in Lancaſter county. 
On the twenty-ſeventh of February I had octaflon to write 
to Congreſs, on the ſubje& of yours of the third, It was oc- 
caſioned by a repreſentation from the colonel of the thirteenth 
Virginia regiment which was raiſed (as colonel M*Kay's and 
Cooke's were) to remain upon the frontier. Were this the 
caſe with guly one regiment, I ſhould not heſitate, conſidering 
the face of affairs to the weſtward, to order it immediately to 
Fort-Pitt or the neighborhood. But the eighth and twelfth 
Pennſylvania, and the twelfth and thirteenth Virginia, all 
claim the ſame right; and if the indulgence is granted to one, 
the others will be diſſatisfied : and to ſpare them all at this 
Lime is impoſſible. 

To regain the deſerters from thole regiments is certainly a 
very delirable thing; and the mode you point out is the moſt 

provable, 
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probable. © But I fear, if thoſe men who are now here find that 
the'deferters are not to be brought down to join their regiments 
in camp, that they may be induced to go off, in hopes of ob- 
taining the ſame terms. I confeſs I am much embarraſſed by 
this matter, and ſhall be exceedingly glad to have the advice 
and aſſiſtance of Congreſs and the board upon the ſubjeR, be- 
fore I come to any determination. It is an evil that will ever 
reſult from enliſtments for local purpoſes, when it is not conve- 
nient to abide by the agreement. 

I ſhall immediately tranſmit the papers, incloſed i in yours or 
the fourth, to general Howe. 

I have the honor to þe, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Several inſtances having occurred, in ivhich officers 
have drawn clothing from the clothier-general, not being enti- 
tled to it,. —1 ſhall be glad, if any applications are made to the 
board in future, that they will never give orders to any but 
ſuch as bring teſtimonials from the brigadier or officer com- 
manding the brigade they belong to.— Some who have reſigned 
have taken up clothing on their return home. 


* 
121 


N 


» 1 3 Ed Valley- Forge, 1 25 1778. 


ON ſunday b I had the honor to receive our fayors | 
of the firſt and fifth inſtant, with their inclofures. ' 

I am happy to find that my paſt conduct reſpecting citizens, 
in the correſpondence between general Howe and myſelf, is ap- 
proved by Congreis. They may reft aſſured that their rights 
are ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind; and that, in all my tranſ- 

actions, every ſupport in my power ſhall be given them. I 
know their importance; and, in my expected negociations with 
general Howe, if poſſible, I will exempt citizens from captivi- 
ty. However I cannot hope to effect it, as I cannot demand 
it as a matter of right, ſince Congreſs themſelves, in their ori- 
ginal reſolve directing a propoſition to be made for the exchange 
of priſoners, mentioned that of citizens ,—which implied a right 
of capturing them. 

They may be aſſured that general Lee will not be forgotten. 
He has all along been a principal object in diſpute : and, fo far 
from doing any thing injurious to him, his right to be exchang- 
ed, and his releaſement, are intended to be placed upon the 
molt explicit, unambiguous footing. —Indeed, from the ſpirit of 
general Howe's letters collective ly taken, fince his agreement 


10 enlarge the officers on parole in the firſt inſtance, and his ex- 
tenſion 


Tenſion of it in the exchange, though they are not free from 
amhiguities, —it may be inferred, that, on fending in lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell and the Heſſian fields officers captured at 
Trenton, an exchange of all officers will immediately commence. 
It ſeems to be a point with him that it ſhall begin with them, 
as they have been longeſt in captivity.—T have taken the li- 
berty to incloſe you copies of three letters which have juſt paſ- 
ſed between general Howe and myſelf, more particularly con- 
cerning general Lee; in which I have puſhed matters reſpecting 
him as far as I thought it prudent. at this time.—Every pre- 
caution will certainly be uſed to prevent the enemy gaining a- 
ny advantage in the exchange of priſoners. ' _ 

Wirh great deference, I would take the liberty to obſerve 
that Congreſs ſeemed to have carried the (preamble of their re- 
ſolve of the tweaty-ſixth ultimo, prohibiting the enliſting, &c. 
priſoners and deſerters, too far ; and, through accident, to have 


OFFICIAL LETTERS, 197 


recited a fact that has never happened (at leaſt to my know- 


ledge), and which is injurious to us,—viz. that priſoners had 
been enliſted by us. If any have, it is what I never knew. 


However, be this as it may, if the reſolution has not been pub- 


liſhed, I could wiſh the preamble to be altered, and only to re- 
cite, “that experience, &c. in deſerters" only. The reſolution 
itſelf may ftand as it does, comprehending a prohibition againſt 
the enliſtment of both. | 


My reaſon for troubling Congrefs upon this occaſion is, - we 
have always complained againſt general Howe, and ſtill do, 


| for obliging and permitting the priſoners in his hands to enliſt, 


as an unwarrantable procedure, and wholly repugnant to the 
ſpirit at leaſt of the cartel. This preamble ſeems to admit the 
practice on our part, which would certainly juſtify it in him, 
and is ſuch evidence as muſt filence us in future (ſhould it 
ſtand), and afford him an opportunity for recrimination,— 
though, as I have ſuggeſted, I believe no prifoners have ever 
been enliſted by us,—I am ſure, none have through compul- 
ſion. : pe 
I haveithe pleaſure to tranſmit you an extract of a letter 
from captain Barry, which will inform you of his ſucceſſes. 
The two ſhips he burned after ſtripping them; and he was o- 


bliged, it ſeems, two days after the capture, to ground and a- 


bandon the ſchooner, after a long and ſevere engagement with 
ſome of the enemy's frigates and ſmaller armed veſſels.—It is 
ſaid he ſaved her guns and moſt of her tackle. de 
I alſo take the liberty to lay before Congreſs copies of let- 


— 


ters from meſſieurs Champion, Wadſworth, and Reed. From 
2 | | [ the 
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| SIR, 1 Head. Quarter, Mareh 14, 1778. 


IHIS vill be preſented to you by count Pulaſki,” who, 
from a conviction that his remaining at the head of the cavalry 
Was a conſtant ſubject of unealinefs to the principal officers of 
that corps, has been induced to refign his command. Waving 
a minute inquiry into the cauſes of diſſatisfaction,. which may 
be reduced perhaps to the diſadvantages under which he labot- 

ed, as a ſtranger not well acquainted with the language, genius 
and manners of this county,—it may be ſufficient to obſerve 
that the degree of harmony which is inſeparable from the! 
well-being and conſequent utility of a corps, has not fübſiſted 
in the cavalry fince his appointment, and that the moſt effectual 
as well as the eaſieſt remedy is that which he has generouſly 

applied. | 5 | F 
The count however, far from being diſguſted with the ſer- 

vice, is led by bis thirſt of glory, and zeal for the cauſe of li- 
herty, to ſolicit farther employment, and waits upon the Con- 
greſs to make his propoſals, They e briefly that he be al- 
lowed to raiſe an independent corps compoſed of fixty-eight 

| horſe and two hundred foot, — the horſe to be armed with lan- 
ces, and the foot equipped in the manner of light infantry. 
Iqhe former he thinks he can readily fill with natives of good 
character and worthy the truſt repoled in them. With reſpect 
to: the other, he is defirous of more latitude, fo as to have li- 
| berty of engaging priſoners and deſerters from the enemy. IF 
es The original plat for the lance-men was to have'drai bred 
them from the regiments of horſe. But, as this method duld 
produce a claſhing of intereſts and perhaps occafion'new'diſtutr- 
dhances, the count prefers having a corps totally unconnected 
| +5 vOmith 
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application. : 
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with any other. My advice to him, therefore, is to enliſt his 
number of cavalry with the continental bounty; and, if it 
ſhould be found conſonant to the views of Congreſs to allow 
his raifing the number propoſed over and above the eftablith- 
ment for the horſe, then he would have them on the footing of 
an independent corps: if not, he might at all events have them 
as draughts; and in this caſe there would be no ground for 
complaint. | 1051 . 4 . 

With regard to the infantry, which the count eſteems eſſen- 
tial to the ſucceſs of the cavalry, I have informed him that the 
enliſting deſerters and priſoners is prohibited by a late refolve' 
of Congreſs. —How far Congreſs might be inclined to make an 
exception, and licenſe the engaging priſoners in a particular 
detached corps, in which ſuch characters may be admitted with 
leſs danger than promiſcuouſly in the line, -I cannot undertake 
to e pl Ls = | = WI 

1 have only to add that the count's valor and active zeal on 


all occaſions have done him great honor; and, from a perſua- 


fion, that, by being leſs expoled to the inconveniences which he 
has hitherto experienced, he will render great ſervices with 
ſuch a command as he aſks for, I with him to ſucceed in his 
T have the honor to be, &c. . | G. W. 
P. 8. It is to be underſtood that the count expects to retain 
his rank as brigadier, and, I think, is entitled to it from his ge- 
neral character and particular diſintereſtedneſs on the preſent 
occahon, | M 


„ 


—— | 


— 


Stra,  Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, March 16, 1778. 


I HAVE the honor to tranſmit you a letter from gover- 


nor Clinton which he incloſed to me for my peruſal and confi- 


deration.— The inconvenience he mentions, as refulting from 
the reſolve reſpecting the appointment of a commandant for 


Forts Montgomery and Clinton, requires to be obviated. I do 
not conceive it to have been the deſign of Congreſs to make 


the command of thoſe forts altogether diſtin and independent 


on the general command of the poſts in that quarter; but only 
to deſignate the rank of the officer who ſhould have the im- 
mediate charge of them. 5 

There is ſuch an intimate connexion between the forts and 
the other poſts and paſſes in the Highlands and their vicinity, 
that it is neceſſary for one officer to have the ſuperintendency 
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we eue of the whole, and to be anſwerable for all. Y 72 this 
were not to be the caſe, but the command were not to be di- 
vided, there might want that co-operation between the garri- 
ſons and the troops without, which might be eſſential to their 
preſervation and to the common purpoſes of defence. The af- 
fgning a fixed number of men to the garriſons would not re- 
move this inconvenience; for the co-operation would ſtill be 
neceſſary. But if it were otherwiſe, I ſhould not think the 
meaſure adviſable, becauſe we do not know what number of 
men we may have in the field next campaign; and the num- 

er for the defence of the Highlands muſt be proportioned to 
the general ftrengthsz and the force of the garriſons, to that 
number. 

On theſe conſiderations, having Poe Be general M*Dougat 
to repair to the Highlands to aſſume the chief command there, 
I have comprehended the forts among the other objects of his 
truſt; in the diſcharge of which, I am perſuaded he will mani- 
feſt adequate zeal and ability. But as the reſolve in quel- 
tion affords room for doubt, it will be proper to have it ex- 
plained, ſo as more expheitly to aſcertain the intention of Con- 

NE SOS 
"1 am EO in ſentiment pour governor 7 — on the 
propriety of drawing the troops from the northward to reinforce 

and carry on the werks in the Highlands. From every thing 


1 can learn, there ſeems to be no proſpect of proſecuting the 


intended expedition into Canada, If ſo, I apprehend it can 
anſwer no valuable end to keep a-body of troops in and about 
Albany.—In the preſent circumſtances of Canada, little is to 
be dreaded thence : the enemy, in all probability, will be well 
ſatisfied to act on the defenſive, without riſking the conſequen- 
ces of an attempt againſt us. A proper garriſon at Fort- 
Schuyler, and a ſmall party by way of guard at Albany, with 
the militia of the country that may be occaſionally drawn to- 
gether, will be a ſufficient ſecurity againft the inroads from the 
enemy from Canada, or the depredations of the neighbouring 
Indians, ſuppoſing there were any of the tribes whoſe diſpoſi- 
tions were ſtill actively hoſtile notwithſtanding our late northern 
ſucceffes,—which is by no means a natural ſuppoſition. —All 
the men, more than are wanted for theſe purpoles, would be of 
the moſt important utility in the Highlands. i 

If the arms and ſtores at Albany ſhould be thought an * 


| jection to the plan, I would beg leave to obſerve that. Albany 


appears to me a moſt improper place for ſtationary ar enals 


or magazines, and that thofe which are there at preſent ſhould 
be 


L 
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be removed without delay. Beſides, as they would be in moſt 
danger from an incurſion up the North-river; the befi;way,to 
counteract that danger is to ſtrengthen the paſſes in the High- 
lands, and obſtruct the navigation; in order to which the rein- 
forcing them with the troops from the northward would: be no 
inconſiderable ſtep, —With the greateſt reſpect, I have: the 


honor to be, &. SV. 
— * f 13 * WO — 4 . — 
SIR, Valley-Forge, March 16, 1778. | 


THIS. will be delivered to you by captain Sullivan, who 
waits on Congreſs upon the ſubject of pay and the loſs of his 
rank in the line of the Maſſachuſetts officers. He is one of the 
gentlemen, who, in going with major Sherburne to relieve the 
poſt we had at the cedars in 1776, after a brave and gallant 
conduct, fell into the enemy's hands. In a few days after, on 
the treaty which general Arnold made, he generouſly offered 
himſelf, as I have been informed, and went one of the hoſtages 
to Quebec, for the performance of it. VI = 

Buy ſome means the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts- Bay has not conti- 
nued him in their line, nor has he any appointment in the ar- 
my. He is now on parole, through the indulgence of general 
Carleton, and has applied to me for pay and- rations from the 
time of his return: and conſidering alſo the deprivation of his 
rank as hard and injurious, he hopes he will be provided for in 
a ſuitable manner, and according to that ſtanding which he fer- 
merly held in the army.  - Woods eee E evans 

Captain Sullivan's wiſhes, in either inſtance, cannot be an- 
ſwered by me.— As to the firſt, the reſolution of the nineteenth 
of January, regulating the pay of priſoners. (which is the only 
rule for my government) ſeems to have drawn the line between 
officers on. parole who are continued in ſervice, and thoſe; who 
are not; and, making that the only criterion to fix pay, to have 
precluded every other diſcrimination : and the powers, which 
were veſted in the reſpective ſtates to appoint officers, - prohibit 
any interference by me in his favor, as to the latter... 
I have ftated the nature of the captain's claims, and the rea 
ſons which are oppoſed to his obtaining relief in either inſtance 
from me. I ſhall only add that the neglect by the ſtates (in 
their appointments) of the officets who were in captivity, where 
there was no other objeQion to them, was at leaſt ungenerous, 
if not impolitic and unjuſt. It has been the caſe in many in- 
ſtances: and as to the gentleman who is particularly the ſabject 
1 | | | of 
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abthis-letter; the ceftimonials.thit have been given of bis cha. 


7 an officer were much i in his or, and greatly, to his 


DI, oO C3 4 [4 i ts 
By ende the een of tho rem of dann als 


| loaded to above, has been miſlaid. I molt trouble Re with a 


nd for another copy of it. Err 

I tranſmit Congreſs colone!l „ * application to resin. 
As general Huntingten, in whoſe brigade he is, and in whom I 
have the utmoſt confidence, is perfectly willing, I have only to 
ſay upon the occafion that 1 have not the ſmalleſt objection to 
the meaſure, 

General Sullivan ſet out for Rhode-ſſland on friday laſt, to 
take the command there in conſequence of the reſolution of 
Congreſs directing me to ſend a major-general there for that 
purpoſe. Suppoſing general Greene in the quarter-maſter line, 
I have now only one major- general left i in camp. 


T pore the ror pe to be, &c. . G. w. 


— — 


- : : 35 s 23 +% 4y&4 


Sm, "ak Head Quer, rale Fig March 175 35 78. 


ON ſaturday J had the honor to receive your favor of he 

tehth; with the reſolutions alluded to. { 

Incloſed'I take the liberty. to tranſmit an extraQ & 4 letter 
juſt received from general Parſons.— This, as well as the letter 
which I incloſed you yeſterday from governor Clinton, will 
ſhew the confufion in the management of affairs on the North- 
river. I informed Congreſs then that IL had ſent general M“. 
Dougal to take the chief command there, comprehending the 
ſorts.— which appeared to me the only effectual means for cur- 
ing all diſorders, and promoting the public ſervice, —To remove 
all impediments, it were to be wiſhed that Congreſs would in- 
veſt him with every neceſſary power for carrying into execu- 
tion the objects of his command: and it might be well if they 
were to extend to any future commanding othcer, as it would 
prevent thoſe ditfculties which have heretofore ariſen from their 
having been conſidered as merely perſonal. "ER 4 
I am more and more in ſentiment with governor Clinbon-on 
the propriety and abſolute neceſſity of drawing the troops from 
the northward, to reinforce and carry on the works in the High- 


lands. From the information I have from colonel R adiere who 


has juſt come from thence, I find that the intended defences/ate 


far leſs advanced than I had any idea of. According to bim, 
kite or nothing is yet done, though I have repeatedly and qnh- 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly urged the proſecution of them with alb poſible indüſrry. 


The incloſed copies of my letters to general Futnam will ſhew 
that IL have uniformly preſſed the cloſeſt attention to the Huff. 
neſs. though it might be inferred from general Parſons' Jet- 
ter that there had been ſome inconſiſtency in my orders? There 
remains but a little time to do a great deal in; and 1 fear ht 
no exertlons now will be ſufficient to place things in that quar- 
ter on the ſecure and reſpectable footing we could wifi.” How» 
ever; we ſhould do the moſt we can: and if the works can nbt 
be as complete as they ought, the troops will be there And 
reliance muſt be had in their bravery, to repel any attempt that 
may be formed againſt them. e e 


I Have the honor to be, &. „. W. 
Sia, FTif.ead. Nuaſtent, March 18, 1778. 


- I HAVE the honor of tranſmitting yon the incloſed let- 
ter from general Smallwood, giving intelligence of the enemy's 
motions on the Delaware, and his conjectures reſpecting their 
object. The account he has heard of troops being on board 
the veſſels is confirmed by the relations of deferters and others, 
who agree that a conſiderable number of men have been em- 
barked, and add that they took ſeventeen days? proviſion with 
them. From this cireumſtanee it is ſcarcely to be imagined that 
they are ordered on a ſea voyage. The proportion of ſmall vef- 
ſels in the fleet make it probable they have in view to collect 
forage, or attempt the deſtruction of the ſalt works; and both 
theſe ideas are favored by accounts from the city. — As ſoon 4s 
their intentions are certainly known; they ſhall be commutit- 
cated. In t the mean time, I have the honor to be, with the 
greateſt re ſpect, &c. 55 E095 feng. 
Sin, Head-Ruarters, Valley-Forge, March 21, 1 778. 
I HAVE the honor of yours of the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth inſtant. In conſequence of the reſolves tranſmitted to 
me, I have diſpatched an expreſs to the marquis De la Fayette 
and baron De Kalb, to recal them from the northward! # and, 
inſtead of ordering dawn Hazen's regiment to rejoin this army, 
I have ordered Van Schaick's immediately to the Highlands, 
where the public works are in a manner at a ſtand for want of 
hands. Van Schaick's is a full and freſh regiment, —Hazen's 
Hosen | but 
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204 ENERAI WASHINGTON's 
but weak in point of numbers, and muſt be ae names 


from their late long march. * * 0 
wh - have the ewes to rh, Scc. 8 ele, 6. W. 
5 3 0 ay e IE March 24, 178, 


HER EWITH I do myſelf the honor to incloſe copies of 
a 1 from an officer of militia in Elizabethtown, to me, and 
an extract of a letter from one of Mr. Boudinot's deputies at 
Boſton, to him, — both tending to induce a belief that the ene- 
my have ſome enterpriſe in contemplation. What this is, time 
muſt diſcover.—I have this whole winter been clearly of opi- 
nion that general Howe's movements would be very early this 
ſpring, to take advantage of the weak ſtate of our army, —or 
late, if he expected conſiderable reinforcements from England, 
and meant to avail himſelf of his full ſtrength. If the firſt takes 
place, as appearances indicate, it may, I think, be conſidered as 
a proof of one or both of theſe two things, —that he is either 
well informed (he cannot indeed be otherwiſe) of the ſituation, 
and more than probably, of the ſtrength of our army,—or that 
he expects no conſiderable reinforcements this year from 
Europe. In either caſe it is our indiſpenſable duty to re- 


 Inforce and arrange our army as ſpeedily as poſſible, that we 


may in the firſt inſtance be prepared for defence, —in the ſecond, 
take advantage of any favorable circumſtance which may bap- 
pen, to injure the enemy. 

Whatever may be the deſigns of Congreſs with reſpet to 1e 
eſtabliſhment of the army, I know not: but I do moſt earneſtly 
and devoutly recommend a ſpeedy adoption of them, and the 
appointment of officers, as our preſent fituation at this advanced 
ſeaſon is truly alarming, and to me highly diſtreſſing, as Lam 
convinced that we ſhall be plunged into the campaign before 
our arrangements are made, and the army properly organized. 

The numberleſs diſadvantages reſulting from the late appoint- 
ment of general officers laſt year, make me look forward with 
infinite anxiety, this :—for, after all the wiſdom that Congreſs 
or their committee can uſe in the choice of officers, many will 
be diſguſted : reſignations of ſome and perhaps non-acceptance 
of others-will follow. Before matters then can be brought to 
a proper tone, much time will be loſt, and a great deal of trou- 
ble and vexation encountered,—to overcome which, is not the 
work of a day: and, till they are overcome, confuſion, diſorder, 
and loſs, muſt prevail. In the mean while, order, regularity Ws 


- 
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and diſcipline, which require the vigilance of every officer to 
eſtabliſh, and muſt flow from the general officers in every army, 
—afe neglected, or not entered upon in time, to effect. Thus 
it happened laſt year, and brigades and di viſions became vacant, 
to the great injury of the ſervice. 5 
As it is not improper for Congreſs to have ſome idea of the 
preſent temper of the army, it may not ne amiſs to remark in 
this place, that, ſinee the month-of Auguſt laſt, between two 
and three hundred officers have reſigned their commiſſions, and. 
many others were with difficulty diftnaded from it. In the Vir- 
gulp line only, not leſs than fix colonels, as good as any in the 
ervice, have left it lately; and more, I am told, are in the hu- 
mor to do fo. | | 5 5 8 
Highly advantageous alſo would it be, if the recruits and 
n from North-Carolina and Virginia were not ſuffered 
to halt on their way to camp under pretence of getting equip- 
ped, but ſent forward and incorporated into the different regi- 


ments of their reſpective ſtates as ſoon as it could be done. Out 


of the number of men faid to be draughted in Virginia laſt fall, 
and others from North-Carolina, very few have joined the ar- 
my; but, owing to deſertion and other cauſes, they have dwin - 
dled to nothing: and this will always be the caſe with new re- 
cruits, eſpecially thoſe who are unwilliagly drawn forth, if much 
time is ſpent in getting them to their regiments under the- care 
of proper officers. This ſhews the neceſſity (if the ſeaſon and 
other powerful reaſons did not loudly call for it) of haftening 
them to the army,  *' js | 5 
My ſolicitude for the preſervation of the communication of 
the North- river gives me very unealy ſenſations on account of 
our poſts there, and will excuſe my again aſking if the troops 
to the northward, except ſuch as are neceſſary for the defence 
of Fort-Schuyler, can be ſo advantageouſly employed as at the 
works on that river,—A. reſpectable force at thoſe poſts would 
awe New-York, and divide general Howe's force or expoſe-the 
city.— To depend too much upon militia, is, in my opinion, 
putting every thing to hazard. | 4 16 ty 11 
"IF 1 ſhould appear uncommonly anxious reſpecting the ſeve- 
ral matters contained in this letter, by repeating them, - Con- 
greſs will do me the juſtice, I hope, to believe that I am actu- 
ated by no views but ſuch as are prompted by circumftances 
and the advanced ſeaſon, —With the greateſt reſpe&, L have 
the honor to be, &c. 1 25 Go 
P. 8. Your letter of the twenty-firſt inftant is juſt come to 
hand, containing ſeyeral reſolves of Congrels, EOS 


„ YVs 


7 
- C 


r 
FEE 
* ——— — 

— 4 


Palley- 


P 


mo 
— 


2 — 
e * "uw * "IT 
nt. D 7 8 
N "ge: 3 F FEST 0= 5 Mi Eo ne - _ * —. . 
1 r - 8 nee e e Sings: - 8 
4 To _ _ . — * » > * 3 25 —== = 2 - y=_ * ” * _ . 
— * eg” re” ot oo 7 — hy. =: hh td , . 
—2 5 » — 3 — . c — — 
ES LIES, 5 —_ — — 2 ' ES Yon rr DS WIGS 
— nn) A : * * — ä EI, 5 T 9 OD n 2 Re . 
* a — > F — 2 A, 2 — 1. — 8 — 2 — eee > — 2 — 4 +» © 
- 4. CS, * $A Þ — bo — — — r — — . _ OE. = 5 
22 — — 8 2 — < —— — — EST —_ — — ** . 
- EEE —_— a PPP 
— fo» 2 & * A > - 
— wr - 5 * Ai £59 =» om 


* n 
2 
r N 

2 MSL EIS 


——— 
— — — 


: 
. 
* 

© 
f " 
l 5. 
1 „ 

4 
1 1 

1 

** 
1 
„ 

1 4 
* 
*. 

id fe x 
5 i 
451 — 
7 x 

*, 5 

; 
1 

1 N 
. f 
4 
— U * 
. 8 
* 
e 
wt. - 
+l 
- 7 

4 Kal 8 
4 
7 3 id 
Et o 
* 4 
wT 
n 

4 
4 
$528 

14% 

wh 
4 


Op. — 
— = - 


28 r 


* 
"Ka 


2 = 
3 
— . Cos 
8 — a 


To IS 
NE 5 
n 


— 


206 kNERAL WASHINGTON's 


Wl DIR, WOT (OR Valley-Forge,' March 24,78. 
£ 8 x 1 44 


-OLONEL D Lewis of the fourteenth Virginia 
regiert will have the honor to deliver you this. He waits 
on Conpreſy to reſſ ign his commiſſion. 1 have intereſted. myſel6; 
but in vain, to retain bim iu the ſervice, and have only to ano 
wy regret at the loſs of ſo 2 an officer. 


1 190 the dener to be, 0 i 1 w. 
2 Sm, Fre Head-Qparteri, Valley-Forge, March 29, 2908. 


I HAVE been honored with yours of the tweaty-fiſth, 
;ncloBiog duplicates of two former reſolves of Congreſs, and a 
reſolve of the twenty-third inſtant, accepting the reſighation of. 
cotonel Charles Webb. 1 

Since mine of the twenty- fourth, Mr. Bondinot has commu- 
nicated the following intelligence, being part of a letter to- 
him: —“ I have lately received ſome intelligence from Ne w- 
Vork, that we may make ourſelyes caly in Jerſey, as all the 
force that can be ſpared is to be ſent to join general Howe. 
Two thouſand five hundred are actually on board tranſports 
and lying at the watering place.? offs. 5d ard 

have this day received a letter "Bf, e Smallwood,” 
—— 8 at Wilmington, in which he ſays—4. The ene 
out four days ago, had a fleet of near fifty ſail ſtanding 
9 7 5 river, which I fancy was from New- Vork; and» yefter-- 
day their foraging fleet went up without touching upon this 
fide the Delaware, except three or four ſmall parties about 
Port- Penn, who have ben conſtantly drove off by a party of 
abdüt a hundred of our men, who have been guarding and aid- 
ing the removal of the forage, which is at length happily ef. 
. fected.” 

A Philadelphia paper of the twenty-ſeventh alſo We 
that a fleet of upwards of forty, ſail had left the Hook on ſun- 
day, and that they were ſaid to be in the river. SITE 
2 our all the above circumſtances, I have no Jouds Wo the! 
troops have arrived from New- Vork. — I have el nothing 0 
farther from Rhode-Iſland fince I wrote to A e 


have the Honor to os: e.. 1 . W. ow 
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"Bm, | * "Head. Buarters, Pilley-Forge, April r 1 8 18. 


Ai SIN CE 1 had the honor of addreſſing you, upon che bee. 
tytninth ultimo, I have not been able to learn witn an abe 
fon! whether the tranſports. that arrived brought any co hers, 
ble: number of troops. A Heſſian deſerter ſays thers, were 
ouly a few German convaleſcents on boards, If ſo, the fleet 
with two thouſand five hundred, mentioned i in my laſt, is not 
arrived, ſuppoſing they were bound to Philadelphia. 
General St. Clair arrived yeſterday from Boſton: and, as he 
ſeems very anxious to have his matter determined. ane way or 
the other, I beg leave to recal the attention of Congreſs to my 
letter of the twenty · ſeventh of February upon that ſubject.— 
Having received 40 fciformation fince that time which ſerves to 
direct my judgment as to the charges which it will be proper 
to exhibit againſt general St. Clair, I have only again to re- 
queſt that Congreſs or the committee will be pleaſed to point 
dut the particular charges upon which the court ſhall proceed. 
I could wich this matter might not be delayed, on ſeveral ac- 
counts. General St. Clair is in a very delicate ſituation, and 
feels it ſenfibly. He was kept inactive 4 part of laſt cam- 
paign, and probably will be the whole. of this, except his trial. 
can be ſhortly brought on,—as it wilt be almoſt impoſſible to 
find time to hold à court after the ſcene of action opens.—If 
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he ſhould be acquitted, he would render very eſſential ſervice, 1 
eſpecially at this time when we have ſo few general officers; if 1 
condemned, his place may be immediately filled. It will befides 1 
take him ſome little time to prepare for his defence after he = 
knows the particular charges alledged IE him, | 1 
* Wc the honor to boy's See. oy „„ 8. w. + 
FO 3 ee Palley-Borge, April 3. mary y 
1 


C PTAIN Lee of the light | dragoons. and the officers 
unde his command, having uniformly diſtinguithed themſelves 
by a conduct of exemplary zeal, prudence, and bravery, I took 
occaſion, on a late fignal inſtance of it, to expreſs. the hi 
ſenſe I entertained os their merit, and to affure him that it 
ſhould not fail of being properly noticed. I was induced to 
give this aſſurance from a conviction that it is the wiſh of Con- 
grels to give every encouragement to merit, and that they 
would cheerfully embrace fo. vorable an nnn, of mani- 
feſting this diſpoſition. 

VOL." I. D 4 | W 
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„I, had it in contemplation at the time, in caſe no othet me- 
thod more eligible could be adopted, to make him an offer of 
= place in my family. I have conſulted the committee of Con- 
greſs upon the ſubject, and we were mutually of opinion that 
the giving captain Lee the command of two troops of horſe on 
the propoſed eſtabliſhment, with the rank of major, to act as an 
independent partiſan corps, would be a mode of rewardisg him, 
very advantageous to the ſervice. Captain Lee's genius par- 
ticularly adapts him to a command of this nature; and it will 
be the moſt agreeable to him, of any ſtation in which he could 
be placed. e ee e 4 re 
TI beg leave to recommend this meaſure to Congreſs, and 
ſhall be obliged by their deciſion as ſpeedily as may be conve- 
nient. The campaign is faſt approaching, and there will pro- 
bably be very little time to raiſe and prepare the corps for-it. 
It is a part of the plan to give Mr. Lindſay the command of 
the ſecond troop, and to make Mr, Peyton. captain-lieatenant 
of the firſt. | 90 ict Sta 


I am with the higheſt reſpect and eſteem, &c. G. W. 
171 5 „ ee e dee nommo: 
N 8 2 a 5 1 EY i 2 „ | { ST of: - > 
Sm, Head Quarters, Valley-Forge, April 4, 17178. 


I I HAVE. now. the honor to acknowledge your ſeveral 
letters of the twenty-firſt, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth ultimo, 
with their incloſures, which have been duly received. It. gives 
me pain to obſerve they appear to contain ſeveral implications 

by which my ſenſibility is not a little wounded, —I find, myſelf 
extremely embarraſſed by the ſteps I had taken towards an ex- 
change of priſoners and the formation of a general cartel-mak- 
ing more ample proviſion for their future accommodation and 
relief. The views of Congreſs ſeem to be very different from 
what I ſuppoſed them when I entered into my late engagements 
with general Howe: their reſolution of the thirtieth ultimo, 
pointedly requiring a ftrit adherence to all former ones upon 
the ſubjeR, will in all probability render them impraQticable.— 
I I conſidered ſome of their reſolutions as dictated on the princi- 
ple. of retaliation, and did not imagine the terms they contain- 
ed would be inſiſted upon in negociating an agreement .calcu- 
lated to remedy the eviF which occaſioned them. In moſt re- 
ſpeQs, they might be ſubſtantially complied with: but there, are 
ſome points to which an exact conformity muſt of * I 
deſtroy the idea of a cartel. One is the obliging the enemy 
to pay gold and ſilver on equal terms for continental currep- 
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557 eſtimating the articles ſupplied them at their actual prices 
with us, as ſeems to be the defign of the reſolve of the nine- 
teenth of December. — Another is the ſubjecting the inhabitants 
of theſe ſtates, taken in arms againſt them, to trial and puniſti. 
ment, agreeable to the reſolve of the thirtieth- of the fame 
month. I : | , SE COUT ES OTOL 23 
I' am well aware that appearances ought to be upheld, and 
that we ſhould avoid as much as poſſible recogniſing by any 
public act the depreciation of our currency ; but 1 conceive 
this end would be anſwered as far as might be neceſſary, by 
ſtipulating that all money payments ſhould be made in gold 
and ſilver, being the common medium of commerce among na- 
tions, at the rate of four ſhillings and fixpence for a Spaniſſi 
milled dollars, &. by fixing the price of rations on an equi- 
table ſcale relatively to our reſpective circumſtances, and 


providing for the payment of what we may owe, by ſending in 


proviſion, and ſelling it at their market. The rates A 
and the prices of proviſione and other commodities, differ every 
where: and, in treaties of a' ſimilar nature between any two 
ſtates, it is requiſite, for mutual convenience, to aſcertain ſome 
common ratio both for the value of money in payments, and 
for the rates of thoſe articles on which they may ariſ. 
It was determined on mature conſideration not to conclude 
any thing expreſsly that ſhould contradict the refolution of the 
thirtieth December: but at the fame time, if it is deſigned to 
be the rule of practice, it is eaſy to perceive it would at once 
overturn any cartel that could be formed. General Howe 
would never conſent to obſerve it on his part, if ſuch a practice 
wete to exiſt on ours. — Though the law ought not to be con- 
travened by an expreſs article admitting the exchangeability of 


ſuch perſons, yet, if it is not ſuffered to ſleep, it is in vain to 


expect the operation of it will be acquieſced in by the enemy. 
The meaſures I have taken muſt evince that it is my deter- 
mination to pay the fulleſt attention to the intereits of citizens, 
and to the rights of general Lee, in the treaty" and I think it 
but "juſtice to the gentlemen appointed to negotiate it, to de- 
clare that I know them to be. ſo fully impreſſed with the im- 
portance of both thoſe objects, as to make them cheerfully o 5 
tervant of the injunctions of Congrels, ſo far as not to conclude. 
any agreement of which the exchange of general Lee and che 
alternative reſpecting citizens ate not eſſential parts. — Theſe 
points had been early determined on. 
It is with no ſmall concern that I have been obliged to trou- 
ble Congreſs upon the ſubjects of this letter: and, ſhould they 


appear 


t 


N 


” al) EASTON 


* 
1 

* ; 1 
= = 
FF: ct 
- 6 
a3! 

IE 
13 ſ 
* 7 7 
. 
uif Th + 
$1.87 
#Y 32 
4%: 4 
/ 7 l 
«+ , 
«| 
of 4 
"41 
1 
a iÞ} 23% 
5 1 
1. 
1 
. 1 44 
p & 
e 
18 
. * 
1 
HT. 
74 
/\ $38 
4 1 
: G 
N 
+ wy 
i * 
4. 583-28 
1 
4 \ 
e 
: : 
[F 2 * 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Fa. 
6 
i i! is 
5 14 

-», EL 
1 4 1 
.- SIR 

; 1 
1 17 
* % 

+ & 4 

1 

181 17 

un of 

"OY 
HY 

. 33% 

44 18 
i. * 
1 4 ; 
197 
a 1 4 

U 
Vs 1 ib 
1 1 
BY | 
1 
4 - 
1 
. 
. 
Fl 
«YL , 
1 
A . A 
2 1 
1 
1 

1 

: 

1M 

M8 

9 

© 
- * 

+8 

N 

1 
1 
1 
2 

+ * 
it 
1 
= 

i 1 

1 * 

, = 
WW. 
YE 
q”' = 

40 
1 
0 
1 
1 

= 4 
: 1 + 

: * 

j 1 , 

1 * 17 
' 

; 


— 


N ——— —UÜU— 2 
2p 5 
= —— PIT 


9 — — £ = — — 2 = = 
2 — — = x , l = I — 
* R — n 2 b rr e S = : _— — 
" 2 3 _—_— > . _ - — — — — > \ = a= - — 2 
r . — Et OSS ISIS 2 — 
n DT. - os Ly * 1 * 5 = "_ _—_—_ — 1 — = NO — _ —— — 
= & — — = 1 — — — — — — wy — _ _ - be — - — ——_ > 
. 


rr 


2 


— oo 
— 


— 


3 —— 
N 
P Ie 248 COEUFE. 
Wn 


— = — 26 by 
JELLY 
— 
23 
— entiy 


. —— 
* 
* 

19 4 
8 
.8Zů8 @—— 


2 


A 44 „ — —— 
PIC oy — 


3 i 


TONY 
BV a reſolve of Conminfay the appointment of officers ito 
the corps which brigadier- general count Pulaſki: is duthofiſed 
to raife, has been **. to your decifion in conjunction with 
8 5611 N ; mes 
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appirarto-them. in the ſame light they do to me, and-they 
&:think-pro per” to remove the obſtacles Which no] eppoute 
the ineſs in ade I muſt requeſt they will be pleaſetb to 
communicate their determination as >»expeditioufly as poſſible, 
that the commiſſioners may govern themſelves accordingly-and 
eithet proceed to forming a cartel, or put an end to theihego- 
tiation.—Before the reſolves of the thirteenth came to hand, 
they had met, and been in treaty two days, with a proſpet of 
a favorable accommodation, | 5 
Jam happy to inform Congreſs that general Lee will be out 
on parole to-morrow in place of general Preſcot: and I have 
every reaſon to expect, if the negotiation can be continued up- 
on admiſſible terms, that his exchange will immediately follow 
the releaſement of colonel Campbell and the, Heſſian field-offi- 
cers, It is agreed that lieutenant-colonel Allen ſhall be ex- 
changed for heutenant-colonel Campbell. 
Abe importunate applications of colonel Lee and mzjor 
Swazey to leave the ſervice oblige me to lay the matter before 
Congreſs, Colonel Lee's letter upon the ſubject was tranſmit- 
ted me the twenty-fifth of January: but, hoping he might 
change his mind, I deferred writing to Congreſs upon histwe. 
queſt. He has renewed it again in urgent terms, through general 
Heath, and I have only to obſerve that it is a painful circum- 
ſtance to ſee officers of their merit leaving the ſervice lte is 
ehe caſe every day. —I ſhall be obliged by Congreſs informing 
me of the dates of the refignat ions of the cvlonels in the Virgi- 
nie line ;—1 have only received the date of colonel Lewis's. 
Incloſed is a letter {rom captain Cotteneau of the ſhip Fer- 
dingnd; with an invoice of her cargo. The letter only came to 
hand velterday : : and, as it is of an old date, it is highly proba- 
bie that the goods are ſold. If they are not, — from the cap. 
1ain'>'dehire to give the public a preference in the ſale, Con- 
reis will have an opportunity of direQing them to be: — 


hog Mott of them would be proper for the 77 1h 11047 
4 ove the honor to OO oe | G. W. 
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To the Committee 5785 the Afairs of 10 A. . . 
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Gebrizusv, 8 


Head. Quarters, April 94.1778. 
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me'—bAs I know the ſuperior confidenceiwhich9'tommnandzne | 
PFlapes in offirers of bis own choice, I haves gbven him 2 
probation of the gentlemen whom he has'nominated:: t re 
Mains with you to decide 1 in their: went ro or _— others. ſuhſti - 


kutedlgatbronns 2e tft d 3807 
_-o2Þ have the honor to be, &. e OL b 0 ee 
bite d d $115 4 | CFC lr 
10 TINFOTY = nN TI = 100 e et But! 3 a 
5 Sis, 3 Valliy:Forge, at 16, 177 


'I HAVE bad. ths honor of receiving your favor e 
bunt inſtant, incloſing a reſolve, of Congreſs, of the ſame date, 
empowering me to call forth five thouſand militia from the 
ſtates of Maryland Pennſflvama, and  New-Jerley. 1 thank 
Congreſs for the power: at the ſame time it is incumbent on 
me to aſſure them, that, — granting the practicability of eofiedt- 
ingeſuch a number, it would prove a work of time, difficulty, 
and expenſe j to evince which, I need only recur to the exp · 
rience of laſt campaign on Sadat: occaſions, and to remind veoh 
thattit was not poſſible to obtain a thouſand men, nor ſome- 
times even one hundred, from this ſtate, although the former 
number was required and -promiſed, for the purpoſe of cover- 
1 the winter 0 country between en and De- 

Ware. 912 " ft. On Sol ach : bas N 
as this reſolve: nga to have bodn cad] in ane Weder of 
my letters of the twenty - fourth and twenty-ninth ultimo, which 
were founded on conjecture, and, in ſome degree, miſinforma- 
tion, and as the execution of it would, excluſive of the incon- 

veniences abovementioned, I am perſuaded hive a tendency to 
ziajure the completion of the continental regiments,.— I ſhall-call 
- for a mall part only of the number allowed; but could with ' 
that , Hartley's regiment were ordered immediately to-camp, 
ad the duties of it performed by militia. In ike manner; I 
would propoſe that all remote guards ſhould be compoſed of 
militia, and that the ſeveral purpoſes for which men are drawn 
from the continental troops ſhould be anſwered by them. I his 
would be a means of drawing together a conſiderable number 
of men who are in a manner loſt to the army, and enen 
the militia to the beſt advantage poſſible. 
The great end of my letter to Congreſs of the  twenty-fourth 
ultimo, ſcems to have been miſtaken. My views were not 
o to reinforcements of militia. Fo know whether the old 
ſtahliſnmentlof the army, or the new as agreed upon by the 
committee, is the choice of n —and i in what manner the 
<< regiments 


— 
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regiments of this ſtate and the additionals are to be reduced 
othicers for the whole appointed, &c. were my objects. Pheſe 
are objects of the greateſt moment, as they may, in their on- 
- Jequences, involve the fate of America; for I will undertake 
to ſay, that it is next to impoſſible, when the ſeaſon is ſo far ad- 
vanced; properly to accompliſh thoſe changes, appointments, and 
the depeadent arrangements for the enſuing campaign. Should 
any convulſion happen, or movement take place, they will be 
altogether impratticable.—Juſtice to my own character, as well 
as duty to the public, conſtrain me to repeat theſe things: their 
conſequences are more caſily conceived than deſcribed. - - © 
It may be ſaid by ſome, fir, that my wiſh to ſee the officers 
of this army upon a more reſpectable eſtabliſhment, is the cauſe 
of my ſolicitude, and carries me too far. To ſuch I can declare 
that my anxiety proceeds from the cauſes abovementioned, If 
my opinion is aſked with reſpect to the neceſſity. of making this 
proviſion for the officers, I am ready to declare that 1 do' moſt 
religiouſly believe the ſalvation of the cauſe depends —_— it, — 
and, without it, your officers will moulder to nothing, or- 
compoſed of low and illiterate men, void of capacity for this or 
any other buſineſs. To prove this, I can with truth aver, that 
ſcarce a day paſſes, without the offer of one or two commiſſions; 
and my advices frem the eaſtward and ſouthward are that num- 
| bers who had gone home on furlough mean not to return, but 
are eftabliſhing themſelves in more 'lucrative employ ments. 
Let congreſs e what will * the conſequence of —_ 
ſpirit.” & | 
- Perſonally, as an officer; I Err no intereſt in their deckfioh; | 
beowule I have declared, and I now repeat it, that I never will 
receive the ſmalleſt benefit from the half-pay eſtabliſhment : but, 
as à man who fights under the weight of a proſcription, and as 
a citizen who wiſhes to ſee the liberty of his country eſtabliſned 
upon a permanent foundation, and whole property depends up- 
on the ſucceſs of our arms, I am deeply intereſted. But, —all 
this apart, and juſtice out of the queſtion, - upon the fingle 
und of economy and public ſaving, I will maintain the utili- 
ty of it : for I have not the leaſt doubt, that, until officers con- 
ſider their commiſſions in an honorable and intereſted point of 
view, and are afraid to endanger them by negligence and inat- 
tention, no order, regularity, or care either of the men or ads : 
lic property, will Peril. le 
By officers who are juſt returned from Madtachuſetts- Bay, 1 
learn that there is not the leaſt proſpect of getting men from 
thence before the month of June, —if then; and indeed that 
| there 


„ | 
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there: is no reaſon to expect any number that will deſerve the 
name of reinforcement for the continental regiments this camo- 
paign, —the towns being only called upon to furniſh the defi- 
citncy of their laſt year's quota, ſo that all ſubſequent eaſualties 


are diſregarded, and the fifteen regiments from that ſtate, Which 


may now, perhaps want four thouſand men to complete chem, 
will receive only five hundred if the towns came within that 

number of their complement laſt year.— What change the re- 
quiſition of Congrels, of the [/wenty-fixth] of February, inay ef. 
fect, I ſhall not-undertake to ſay :—if it has not a ſpeedy and 
powerful operation, our proſpects 1 in that gunner will be EX» 


ceedingly unpromiſing. 


A gentleman from Be, Mende ſome little time . n- 


formed me that matters were nearly in the ſame train there, 
notwithſtanding a reſolve for the completion of their batallions 3 
and the incloſed copy of a letter (No, 1) from general Putnam, 
whom I have deſired to remain in Connecticut for ſome time in 
order to forward the recruits from that ſtate, conveys his ideas 
of what - may be expected from thence. What New-York, 
Ne w. Jerſey, and North-Carolina have done or are about to do, 
I know not. Pennſylvania and Maryland have tried the effect 
of voluntary enliſtments to little purpoſe ; and the firſt, in di. 
rect contradiction to the moſt pointed injunctions laid on the 
officers, have their recruits compoſed chiefly of deſerters, who 
will embrace the firſt opportunity of eſcaping with our arms 
Virginia, it is true, has proceeded te a draught; but the num- 


ber, beſides being in itfelf inadequate, has been leſſened by de» 


ſertion; and the deficiency of the regiments, on the other hand. 


being increaſed by death and deſertion, their ſtrength will pro- 


bably fall very far ſhort of the new eſtabliſhment. 


This, fir, is not a flattering picture of our affairs: but the — 


preſentation i is juſt 3 and it is incumbent on me to exhibit, it in 


my own defence, as, notwithſtanding all theſe unfavorable cir- 


cymſtances,—and what is to me a certain proſpect of being 
plupged into the campaign before the arrangements are made, 
officers. appointed. &c.—great matters, I perceive, . are expect- 


ed, from our activity this ſpring :—in proportion therefore will 


the diſappointment. be felt by thoſe who are the moſt ſanguine, 


Fax yyant of the ratification of Congreſs, the horſe eſtabliſhment, 
companies of ſappers, provoſt-marſhalſey, & c. &c. (as agreed to 


by the committee, and recommended to their conſide ration) are 
entirely at a ſtand, at a time when we ought to be deriving, be- 


nefits from their execution.— In a word, at no period ſince the 
commencement of the war have 1 felt more painful ſenſations an 
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account of delay, that at the preſent ; and, urged by them, T 
Dave eprefed myſelf without reſervd ue. 
4 BA letter juſt received from general Weedon, I am inform 
ed of his intention to refign, if general Woodford ſhould" he'res 
ſtored to his former rank, which he had not then heard. General 
Muhlenberg is now balancing on the ſame point. One; there- 
fore, if not two brigadiers, will be wanted for that ſtate 
The diſadvantages reſulting from the frequent reſignations in 
the Virginia line, the changes of commanding officers to the re- 
giments, and other cauſes equally diſtreſſing, have injured that 
corps beyond conception, and have been the means of reducin 
very reſpectable regiments in ſome inſtances to a e el 
of men; and this will ever be the caſe till officers can be fixed 
by ſomething equivalent to the ſacrifice chey make. To reaſon 
otherwiſe, and ſuppoſe that public virtue alone will enable men 
to forego the eaſe and comforts of life, to encounter the hard- 
ſhips and dangers of war for a bare ſubſiſtence, when their como 
panions and friends are amaſſing large fortunes, —is viewing hu- 
man nature rather as it ſnould be, tllan as it really is 
The clothier-general of the army, às well as the heads of e- 
very other department, ſhould be in camp, near the commander 
in chief: otherwiſe it is impoſſible that the operations of war 
can be conducted with energy and preciſion. I with tnoft- fins 
cerely that this, — as not — leaſt eſſential part of the buſineds 
dettled with the committee, - were decided, and a thorough in- 
veſtigation were had into the conduct of this department; as it 
is a matter of univerſal aſtoniſhment that we ſhould be defidient 
in any article of clething, when it is commonly aſſerted that the 
eaſtern ſtates alone can furniſh materials enough to clothe a hun. 
dred thouſand men. If this be a fact, there is a fatal error fome- 
Where, to which may be attributed the death and deſertion of 
bean. K un att sil! 
I ſhall make no apology for the freedom of this letter. To 
inform Congreſs of ſuch facts as materially affect the ſervice, I 
conceive to be one great and eſſential part of my duty to them 
and myſelf, My agreement with the committee entitled me to 
expect upwards of forty thouſand continental troops, :<xclufive 
A artillery and horſe, for the fervice of the enſuing eampaign, 
including thoſe to be employed in the defence of the North: vi- 
ver. —Inſtead of theſe, what are my proſpeccs ?: 
Major-general the marquis De la Fayette is arri ved in camp, 
and will reſume the command of his diviſion.— The ꝓharon De 
Kalb is expected in a f- days. The incloſure, No. 2, isthe 
copy of à letter from colonel. Shrieve of the ſecoud Jerſey ha- 
1 | | | | | tallion, 


G. 
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kullion, containing an account of the deſtructian af the ſalt and 
ſalt-works at Squan, —and No. 3, of a letter from general M., 
Dougal, ſlie wing the ſtate of affairs in that department; —With 
very great reſpect, I have the honor to be, & G. W. 
F. S. Your favor of the eighth inſtant, incloſing the act uf 
Congreſs appointing captain Lee major ang commandans, of. Tas 
nem corps, is this moment come to esd, e 29: 


su, | iz | bl. Palley-Ferge, April 18, 1778. 


ON thurſday evening I bad the honor tu receive your to 
Jetters of the fourteenth. inſtant, —l 4m much obliged by the 
freſh aſſurances which Congreſs are pleaſed to make me of their 
confidence ; and they may be ſatisfied that I wiſh nothing more 
ardently than that a good and perfect agreement ſhould ſuhſiſt 
between us. 

The negotiation between the commiſſioners is ended -ithout 
effe&ting a cartel; nor. do I ſuppoſe, from the information I have 
received. on the ſahject, that there is any good proſpect that one 
will ever be formed, at leaſt for a great while, on a liberal add 

extenſive plan. A report af the proceedings of the commiſſion, 
ers on onr part, at their ſeveral meetings, I take the liberty to 
ineloſe. The papers, No. 1, contain the letters between gene- 
ral Howe and myſelf, ſtipulating the neutrality of Germantown, 
our reſpective powers, — and the reſult of the meeting there; 
No. 2, the ſubſequent proceedings at Newtown, The old a- 
greement, I preſume, continues; and under it we muſt carry on 

Es. 

General Muhlenberg has e his ne to 
reſigu, but has promiſed nor to leave his brigade till Congreſs 
ſhall appoint another general in his room, provided it is done in 
any reaſonable time. 

By poſtponing my call upon the militia, as meationad:i in my 


laſt of the tentb, I did not mean to decline it altogether. I 


did not ſee the necellity of calling out five thouſand for the ſole 
purpoſe of defence ; and, in the preſent fituation of things, I 
cannot perceive my way ſuſficiently clear for offenſive meafures, 
as I do-not know when to expect the recruits from the different 
ſtates, nor what profpe& the commiſſary has of proviſion : as 
ue only get it from hand to mouth, aſſembling the militia, un- 
leſs for tue purpoſe of defence, ſhould be the laſt thing done, 
as they ſoon become impatient, and are very expenſive in the 


articles of ſtores, camp utenſils, profaions, &c, L 
Vel. II. EE The 
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215 GENERAL WASHINGTON 


be weed draught of a bill was brought 1 We 
W's rd5y afternoon by a gentleman who informed me that a 
large cargo of them had been juſt fent out of Philadelphis. 
Whether this inſidious proceeding is genuine and imported in 
the packet which arrived a few days ago, or contrived in Phi- 
Iadelphia, is a point undetermined and immaterial; but it is 
certainly founded on principles of the molt “ * meant to 
poiſon the minds of the people, and detach the wavering at 
leaſt from our cauſe. I ſuppoſe it will obtain a place in the pa- 
pers, and am not without anxiety that it will have a malignant 
influence.——I would ſubmit it whether it will not be highly ex- 
pedient for Congreſs to inveſtigate it in all its parts, and to ex- 
poſe in the molt ſtriking manner the injuſtice, deluſion, and 
fraud, it contains.— I truſt it will be attacked, in every ſhape, 
in every part of the continent. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. | 9 6. W 0 


Sm, | x 8 Palley. Forge, Aprit 4 20, 975 


WITH your letter of the ſeventeenth inſtant, and its in- 
cloſures, I was duly honored on ſaturday afternoon.— When 1 


| addreffed you on the eighteenth, I was doubtful whether the 
| draught of the bill then tranſmitted was not ſpurious and con- 
trived in Philadelphia: but its authenticity, I am almolt cer- 


tain, is not to be queſtioned. The information from Philadel- 
phia ſeems clear and conluſive that it came over in the packet, 
with lord North's ſpeech on the introduction of it into parlia- 
ment. I incloſe a paper containing his ſpeech, which juſt came 
to hand, — This bill I am perſuaded, will paſs into a law. — Con- 
greſs will perceive by the miniſter's ſpeech, that it aims at ob- 
jects of the greateſt extent and importance, and will, no doubt, 

in one way or other, involve the moſt intereſting conſequences 


to this country. 
With great reſpect, I have the bones to be, fir, pow moſt o o- 


bedient ſervant, G. W. 


- 


Sm, . 5 Valley-Forge, Abril 23, 1778 


| 23 TAKE the liberty to tranſmit you a letter which I re- 
| ceived yeſterday from governor Tiyon, incloſing the draughts 
| of the two bills I forwarded before, with his certificate af, the 


manner in which they came to his hands, accompanied by his 
more 


more extraordinary and impertinent requeſt, that, through my 
means, the contents ſhould be communicated. ko the, officers and 
men of this army. This engine of miniſtry, from governor 
Livingſton's account, is very induſtriouſly circulating-copies of 
theſe draughts, in obedience to their and his royal mandates.— 
The letter which LI incloſe, and a triplicate, came to. hand at 
one time: ſome future conveyance, it is probable, will preſent 
me the duplicate. | N 2 e ee 
I would alſo take the liberty to incloſe you the Evening Poſt, 
No. 475, which governor Livingſton was ſo obliging as to ſend 
me yeſterday. Were we not fully ſatisfied from our expetience, 
that there are no artifices, no meaſures too * * * ſor the ene- 
my or their adherents to attempt in order to. promote their 
views, we might be aſtoniſhed at the daring confidence, in defi- 
ance of the opinion of the world, manifeſted in a publication in 
this paper, purporting to be a reſolution of congreſs, of the 
twentieth of February. This proceeding is infamous to the 
laſt degree, and calculated to produce the moſt baneful conſe- 
quences by exciting an oppoſition in the people to our draught- 
ing ſyſtem, and embarraſſing at leaſt the only probable mode 
now left us for raiſing men. I think it of great importauce 
that the forgery ſhould be announced in the moſt public man- 
ner, and am the more induced to this opinion from governor 
Livingſton's account of the diſagreeable operation it has had, 
and is ill likely to produce, if not contradicted. If it is, and 
with a few ſtrictures, I ſhould hope that it would excite in the 
breaſts of all our countrymen, a juſt and generous contempt ot 
the enemy for ſuch a dirty, wicked proceeding. 144-8 
I was laſt night honored with your favor of the eighteenth 
Inſtant, with the proceedings alluded to:—A. general plan of 
operations for the campaign is indiſpenſably efſcntial to be ſet- 
tled. I have thought much upon the ſubject: and ſome pro- 
poſitions reſpecting it were put into the hands of all the gene- 
ral officers here on tueſday evening, for their conſideration. I 
alſo intended to ſend a meſſenger this day to meet general 
Gates, ſuppoſing him to be on his way to Hudſon's- river, and 
to requeſt his call at this camp, that we might enter into a full 
and free diſcuſſion on the point.—Their is not a moment to be 
delayed in forming ſome general ſyſtem, in my opinion; and I 
only wait the arrival of generals Gates and Mifflin, to ſummon 
2 council for the purpoſe, | 5 
I have the honor to beg &e „ W. 
Itr is confidently reported, —and I have little doubt of the 
truth of it that fir William Howe is recalled, and that gene- 
e YO Deine. 5 a el . | ral 


** 
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NY Clinton i is * "Ne Rr him in the command. -I have alſs.the 


pleaſuſe ta tranſmit a liſt of an officers . een 
5 . | 


wrt as, 7 4 ; < 22 0 99245 9500 
10 4 3 3 C\! [3-22 3 E 5 7 1 —— : | 2 <1 4, 
155 8 Palley-Forge, oi 37 3 1778. 5 


I BEG leave to inform Congreſs that the report of the 
commiſſioners coming, according to intelligence received yel- 
terday by a perfon of Philadelphia, is confidently believed; and 
it is there thought they will very ſoon arrive. I think it al- 
moſt certain that the matter will not be delayed, as the con- 
duct of miniſtry, in not ſending them immediately after their 
former propoſitions, has been much reprobated, and as it may 
be of much importance to improve the firſt impreſſions of the 
people upon the occaſion.— Lord Amherſt, admiral Keppel, 
and general Murray, are ſaid to be the perſons appointed; and. 
it is likely they are veſted with both civil and military powers, 
— The information was through the channel of a ſenfible intelli- 
gent man, well known, and of eſteemed credit. He is. cone 
nected with the Britiſh army, having two or three brothers in 
1t [ſhall tranſmit the earlieſt accounts I may receive from 
time to time on this very intereſting 1 Had 5 a S005 
TH have the houor to be, c. r | 6. W. 


) 
- 


. 2 Forge, Aril $5, 1 
I HAD the honor yeſterday afternoon to receive your 
letter of the twenty- fourth, coutinned to the twenty. fifth, with 
:5 important incloſures.—Congreſs will be pleaſed to ae pt 
ay ſincere thanks for the frech inſtance of confidence mauifeſted. 
2 their reſolution af the twenty-third, and other proceedings; 
ad they may reſt aſſumed that whatever powers are entruſted . 
2-me hall be invariably directed to promote the intereſt of 
neſe ſtates. If in any caſe there ſhould be a miſapplication or 
failure in the execution, it will be the effect of — a; | 
ot of defipn. - 61 
I thall take meaſures for diſtributing the report of the com- 
aittee on Lord North's bills, and the refolution of the twenty- 
11rd -18viting delinquents to return to their allegiance and to. 
1e protection of theſe ſtates. T his proceeding appears to me 
e in _— yoo 22281 4 and 1 ſhould Mo. that it will | 


70 y' bs, | 
” : — — %, Th : : 
— 4 * 
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<4 21 (OJ 110 Is 
bei attended with many valuable conſequenees;=>but As e 
only be proved by the event. a Ac 7x 1111 -N 


Though I with moſt heartily for che al of general Lee in 
council and upon every other oecafion,—yet, as the time of his 
return is uncertain, or at leaſt it will be ſeveral days before it 
takes place,—and as it ſeems to me that there is rot a moment 
to oſs; in forming ſome general ſyſtem for our operations, —1 
ſhould think it inexpedient for general Gates to delay coming 
to camp till his arrival. After a plan is: digeſted, there will be 
a great deal of time expended before things will be in a proper 
train for execution. The ſeaſon is faſt advancing ; and the pe- 
_ riod which may be moſt favorable for any deſigns we may form 
will preſently arrive. 

I take the liberty to tranſmit an elend of a letter from ge- 
neral Heath, which will ſhew Congreſs that he is preſſed on all 
ſides for money. Governor Livingſton too 1s apprehenſive he 
will be under embarraſſments on account of the purchaſe of 
horſes in conſequence of the recommendation of the committee. 
Their letter to him by ſome means has been miflaid in the af- 
ſembly, and he does not know exactly the mode preſcribed for 
the payment. I cannot inform him myſelf, or do what perhaps 
is more 'neceſſary,—furniſh him with money; and therefore 
hope that Congreſs or the committee will. 

47 have written major general Tryon a few lines in 3 to 
his letter, a copy of which is incloſed. 


I Wore the 1 to way Sec. £ 79 G. W. 
Anm, of 725 . | Head-Yuarters, April 30, 1 778. 


THE extenſive ill conſequences, ariſing from a want of 
uniformity in diſcipline and manœuvres throughout the army, 
have long occaſioned me to wiſh for the eftabliſhment-of a well. 
organifed inſpectorſhip: and the concurrence of Congrels ip the 
ſame views has induced me to ſet on foot a temporary inftitu- 
tion, which, from the ſucceſs that has, hitherto” attend-d it, 
gives me the moſt Hattering exyeRations, and will, 1 dare 2 
rain their approbation. 

Baron De Steuben's length of ſervice in the firſt Alley 
ſchool! in Europe, and his former rank, pointed him out as a 
perion peculiarly qualified to be at the head of this department. 
4 his appeared the. leaſt exceptionable way of introducing» him 
into the army, and one that would give him the moſt ready op- 
portanity of diſplaying his talents. * there fore 3 to 
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him to-undertake the office of inſpector-general, which he a- 
ey to with the greateſt cheerfulneſs, and has performed t 

aties of it with a zeal and intelligence equal to our wiſhes. 
He has two ranks of inſpectors under him: the loweſt are offi- 
cers charged with the inſpection of brigades, with the title, of 
brigade· inſpectors: the others ſuperintended ſeveral of theſe: 
they have written inſtructions relative to their ſeveral func- 
tions; and the manceuvres which they are to practiſe are illuſtra- 
ted by a company which the baron has taken the pains to train 
himſelf. - - 

The brigade- inſpectors were e choſen. by the brigadier and the 
commanding. officers of regiments in each brigade. The in- 
ſpectors are licutenant eolonels Barber of Jerſey, Brooks of 
Maſſachuſetts, Davis of Virginia, and monſieur Ternant, a 
French gentleman :—the reaſon for employing him (apart of his 
iatrinfe merit and abilities) was his poſſeſſing the French and 
Engliſh languages equally, which made him a neceſſary aſſiſtant 
to the Baron de Steuben. He is content to ſerve without rank, 
until, after an experiment of his abilities, Can gran Ball deter- 
mine what he is entitled to. | 898 

Upon the arrival of lieutenant- colonel Fleury i in camp, as 
he was unemployed, and had exerciſed the office of aid-ma- 
jor in France, the Baron propoſed to have him employed as 
an inſpector; in wich I readily acquieſced, as, Congreſs had 
given him the rank and pay of lieutenant-colonel. — There 
may be other foreign officers in continental pay, idle for 
want of being attached to ſome corps, of whole ſervices, we 
might avail ourſelves this way, which is the only metho, y of 
diſpoſing of them, unleſs they could be formed into a diftinet 
corps. 

From the extraordinary fatigue and cloſe attention required 
of the officers employed in the inſpectorſhip, I did not think 
40 amils to let them entertain hopes that Congreſs would allow 
dome addition. ro the pay which they derive from their rank; 
and I take the liberty of recommending the meaſure, Fi 
would propoſe twenty dollars, per month. for the brigade in- 
ſpectors, and thirty for the * in addition to their pay 
in the line. 

I chould do injuſtice if I were to be longer ſilent with re- 
gard to the merits of the baron De Steuben, His knowledge 
of his profeſſion, added to the zeal which he has diſcovered 
ſince he began upon the functions of his office, lead me to con- 
nder bim as an acquiſition to the ſervice, and to recommend 


him to the attention of Congreſs, His expectations with re- 
| | 9 ard 


6 
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rd to rank extend to that of major-general. His-finay add 
fy e ingenuouſſy conteſſes, will not admit of his ſerving: witebat 
the incidental emoluments: and Congreſs, I preſume. from uu 
character and their own knowledge of him, will ae 5 
culty gratify him in theſe particular s. 

The baron ts ſenfible that qur ſituation requires, I few. varia- 
tions in the duties of his office from the general practice in Eu- 
rope, and particularly that they muſt neceſſarily be more com- 
prehenſive; in which, as well as in his inſtructions, he has ſkil- 
fully yielded to circumſtances.— The ſuccefs which has hither- 
to attended the plan enables me to requeſt with confidence the 
ratification of Congreſs, and is, I think, a pledge of the eſta- 
bliſhment of a well-combined general ſyſtem, which infur- 
mountable obſtacles have hitherto oppoſed. 

I have the honor to be, Kc. | G. W. 


Sin, | EE Valley-Forge, May 1, 1778. 


I HAVE had the honor to receive your diſpatches of the 
twenty-ſeventh inſtant. In compliance with the requeſt of Con- 
greſs, I ſhall immediately call upon the officers in the army to 
take the oath of allegiance and abjuration. This I ſhould have 
done as- ſoon as the reſolution paſſed, had it not been for the 
ſtate of the army at that time, and that there were ſome ——_ 
reaſons which made it expedient to defer the matter. 

My opinion upon the ſubject of a future proviſion for the of. 

ficers hath been ſo fully, and, I truſt, ſo neceſſarily and equita- 
bly urged, that I ſhall not add further reſpeQing it, except my 
lincere wiſhes that the eſtabliſhment 'was determined on. No- 
thing, i in my idea, can be more juſt; and J. am certain there is 
nothing nore eſſential: — the preſent unſettled ſtate of the he 
is hurtful in the extreme, 
Since my letter of the twenty-ſeventh, I have received au- 
thentic information of the ſailing of a very lar ge number of 
tranſports from Philadelphia,—two hundred, it is ſaid. They 
went down the Delaware the beginning of the week, light and 
empty.—1 have not been able to learn any thing of their deſ- 
tination ; nor can I form a conjecture upon the occaſion, that 1 is 
the leaſt ſatisfactory. 

With infinite pleaſure I beg leave to congratulate n on 
the very importaut and intereſting advices brought by the fri- 
gate La Senfible.— General M' Dougal and Mr. Deane were 


lo obliging as to traaſmit me the * of the good tidings. 
As 


„ GENERAL WASHINGTON 


him en as Congreſs may think it expedient, I ſhall be happy 
greed an opportunity of announcing to the army, with the u- 
ee parts of the intelligence as may be proper, 
2 ectioned by authority. I have mentioned the matter to 
N officers as I have ſeen; and I believe no event was ever 
received with more heart-felt joy. C 
J have the honor to be, &c. 5 56 
P. 8. Juſt as I had finiſhed my letter above, I received the 
honor of your favor of the twenty-eighth, with the reſolution 
aud packets alluded to. I will take meaſures for diſperſing the 
printed refolutions. e | 1 . 
Sia, 777 „ 
IN compliance with your requeſt contained in your letter 
of the thirteenth ultimo, I have delivered the bundle of papers 


reſpecting the loſs or Ticonderoga, &c. tranſmitted me ſome 
time ago, which I hope will get ſafe to hand. * 


- have the honor to be, &. . 
: Six, A Head-Yuarters, Valley-Forge, May 3, 1778. 


IN late letter from general Schuyler, I received the. 
proceedings of a board of commiſſioners for Indian affairs, held 
at Albany the fifteenth of laſt month. It appears by them and 
ſome other accounts I have ſeen, that there is but little proſ- 
pect of ſucceeding in the plan for engaging a body of Indians 
from that quarter to ſerve with this army. Ihe advantage 
. which the enemy poſſeſſes over us, in having the means of * 
ing preſents much more liberally than we can, has made 2 
ſtrong impreſſion upon their minds, and ſeems to be more than 
a counterbalance for any arguments we can offer to conciliate 
their attachment. They alſo appear to be apprehenſive for 
their own ſafety, and rather to with for aid and protection from 
us, than willing to leave their habitations and come to our aſ- 
fiFance. : 

Ihe meaſure propoſed was by way of experiment, as one 
which might poſſibly be attended with valuable conſequences, 
and, if it could have been effected without much difficulty, 
might have been worth a trial. But, as the ſcheme does not 
well correſpond with their prefent diſpoſition, and may ferve 
to increafe our embarrafſments- in Keeping them even in tolera- 
* | ble 
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bie g d humour, am inclined to think i it would be moſt add 
| te e relinquiſh the attempt. They may be. told of wha 4 
has happened i in Europe, with. proper embelliſhments, and th 
ohr affairs are now upon ſuch a footing as to render-their aid. 
in. he field vnneceſſary, and that all we require of thewd is their 
friendſhip and good wiſhes. This and promiſes of preßsction 
may have a powerful and happy ee“, 

it is of great importance to counteràct the temptation held 
out by the enemy, and to ſecure the good will of- the Indians, 
who appear to be at leaſt in-a ſtate of heſitancy and indeciſion, 
if nothing worſe. Cangrels, I am perſuaded, will do every 
thing in theit power to promote theſe deſirable ends. | 

With great reſpect and eſteem, 1 have the honor to be, fir, 
your molt obedient ſervant, _ 2) G.W. 


6 * 
s ? is ANGIE. 
? * 


p 4 
LES 


"LAST Ws ht at eleven o'clock I was honored with your 

| dice itekes of 1 third. The contents afford me the moſt len- 

| able pleaſure. Mr. Simeon Deane had informed me by a lipe 
Fa Bethlehem; that he was the bearer of the articles of alli- 

ance; &e: between France and the ftates.—I ſhall defer cele- 

bröting this häppy event in a ſuitable manner until IJ have li- 

5 ty From Congreſs to announce it publicly. I will only ſay 


e 


n. 
Aaereted you hive a letter which I teaivel a few days ago 


from lord Stirling, and rhich, at his auen, L lay before Con- 


greſs, with its contents. 


N am, With the eſteem and reſpeR, &e; 8. 


5 
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will be. pleaſed | to inform me as ſoon as poſhble,, what line of 


condudt 1 am to purſue upon this occaſion. he incloſed « ex- 


tract of 's letter from general Smallwood will ſhew the painful, 


alternative” to which the prifoners i in Philadelphia will be re- 
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that. Fat the army are anxious to manifeſt i joy upon the oc 


S0, a a | vito. Forge, May 11 176. 8 : 


5 1 FAKE the liberty to tranſmit to Congreſs a copy of a. 
letter from general Howe, which I received at three o'clock. 
this afterioon. The contents are exceedingly intereſting to 
the unhappy priſoners in his hands. I thought it my duty to 
for ward them immediately; 5 and I; muſt requeſt that Congreſs 


g K 
35 ho oa * — p- —_— an," = — — bow” © — —— I” > — 
93 os — — Eee e ape — ML "1 FW "I * $ i . — 2 >= wy 
— — —— - — — — — P 1 - 
: EY AT VLDL SS At} Vo LI inn EELIS VER ics e.. = BIS. — Fr 8 — > WS LR 


8 


— — - — — 5 
PF 6 TS EEE. 


Wt, = hes — : — —— — — 

VERS = 

— nts” eee K oe x, r e . 
— 2 « — — 4 2 .. * * * A A = * od 


— 


q 
11 
| | 
1 1 
- N ? 
45 
" 1 
47 5 


CS 
— — 
= — . - 
AEST SITES: 
= Sth» vt Fo PTE 
* 


z PESTO — 
{7 5 


4 

* 
7 
% 
bs | 
NF 
iz 
Fd - 

[4 
„ 
i# 


2 
7 
4 

1 
4 
1 
4 

; 


0 = 
* YES SIT 
AD . nr 2 


224 GENERAL WASHINGTON; 
duced unleſs they are relieved: and this is confirmed by intel. | 


ligence through ſeveral other channels to myſelf.—I ſhall wait 

directions in che matter, and goyern myſelf by them in my an- 

Wer to general Howe. VVV 
8. W. 


. 


” 


P. S. As to an equivalent in men for officers, that propoſed 
by his commiſſioners were too high. A much more moderate 


one was nearly agreed to between them and the gentlemen. de- 


puted by me, when they were in treaty.—This mode of relief, 
at this inſtant, may not be neceſſary to adopt. There are pro- 
bably officers in general Burgoyne's army who are defirous of 


being exchanged: and, if not, an equivalent may be fixed on, 


as circumſtances may point out. 

Sn, | : Valley-Forge, May 12, 1178. 
I HAD the honcr to receive in due time your ſeveral 
favors of the third, fixth, and ninth inſtant, with the papers to 
which they reſpectively alluded.— After much confideration 
upon the ſubject, I have appointed general M'Intoſb to com- 
mand at Fort-Pitt and in the weſtern country, for which he 
will ſet out as ſoon as he can accommodate his affairs. I part 


with this gentleman with much reluctance, as I eſteem him an 
officer of great worth and merit, and as I know his ſervices 
here are and will be materially wanted. His firm diſpoſition 
and equal juſtice, his aſſiduity and good underftanding,—added 
to his being a ſtranger to all parties in that quarter, pointed 


him out as a proper perſon 3 and I truſt, extenfive advantages 


will be derived, from his command, which I could with i was 
more agreeable. —He will wait on Congreſs for their inſtruc- 
tions. . „„ ee e 


As lieutenant-colonel Southerland, major Agnew, and lieu- 


tenant Poe, have only requeſted to go to Europe on parole, it 
des not appear to me that I can with propriety apply to gene- 


ral Howe for their exchange: — this would imply that they 


were priſoners of war. Though their exchange is certainly 


the moſt deſirable mode of releaſe as it would relieve an equal 


number of our officers from captivity, yet I ſhould be happy if 
à negotiation for the purpoſe ſhould commence on their part. 
Knowing that it would be our intereft to exchange all thę effi- 
bers of general Buygoyne's army if it could be dane, I wrote 


general Heath not long ſince, to take occaſion to mentios to 


them that we ſhould always be willing to accede to any equal 


propoſitions 
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propoſitions for that purpoſe, and would carefully convey their 
applications to fir William Howe or the general who might 
Sm id the Britiſh army.—lI take the liberty to return their 


tetters; preſuming that Congreſs may incline to give them ſome | 


anſwer, either directly, or through general Heath. - 
In reſpect to lieutenant-colonel * * , I do. not find that 
there is any neceſſity for granting the prayer of his petition : 
we have already too many officers; and I do not apprehend 
the intereſt of the ſtates would be much promoted in his ap- 
pointment. If he could make up two or three companies, they 
would be of priſoners and deferters, who would moſt afſuredly 
embrace an early opportunity to go off with their arms and 
clothing. I am diſpoſed to-confider him as a man of ſome ad- 
dreſs and policy, as. he is aiming at a confirmation in the line 
of the army- (by obtaining an appointment to a new corps) of 
the rank which he had as a diviſion quarter-maſter, Beſides 
the impolicy of augmenting the number of our officers where 


it is not really eſſential, ſuch a promotion would give diſſatis- 


faction; and I ſuppoſe there are few officers, if any, who for- 
merly commanded Mr. * * in the line of the army, that 
would ſubmit to his orders. | . 
I! he incloſed copy of a letter from general Dickinſon to me 
will inform Congreſs of the fate of the continental frigates in 
Delaware, —a fate (in tlie ſituation they were left) I had long 
predicted, and which I had taken much pains to avert, by uſing 
every, argument in my power to have them ſunk. In that caſe, 


their deſtruction weuld have been at leaſt a work of time, diffi- 


culty and expenſe, and might have been perhaps prevented. 
About one o'clock on thurſday I got notice of an intended 
move of the enemy by water ; and, conjeQuring the deſtination 
of it, had a detachment under general Maxwell (whoſe tour 


of duty it was) ready to march towards the Delaware by four 
o'clock: but a heavy rain prevented their moving till next 


morning. 5 0.0 | . 
I have been happy in the exchange, and a viſit from lieute- 
nant-colonel Allen. His fortitude and firmneſs ſeem to have 
placed him out of the reach of misfortune. There is an origi- 
nat ſomething in him that commands admiration ; and his long 
captivity and ſufferings have only ſerved to increaſe if poflible 
his enthuſiaſtic zeal.--He appears very deſirous of rendering 
his ſervices to the ſtates, and of being employed, and at the 
ſame time does not diſcover any ambition for high rank, — 
Congreſs will herewith receive a letter from him ; and I daubt 
| not 
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£26. GENERAL WASHINGTON? 


not they will make ſuch - proyifien for him as they may n 
proper and ſuitable. | 

1 take pleaſure in tranſmitting a Philadelphia paper of the. 
pinth, which came to hand yeſterday eveping, containing a. 
meſſage from his moſt chriſtian wajeſty to the. court of London 
in conſequence of the treaty between him and theſe ftates;,— 
and his Britanaic majeſty's 8 addreſs to the lords and commons, 
&c.— ſhe meſſage i is received in terms of irony and deriſion, 
more degrading to the pride and dignity of Britain than any 
thing | ſhe has ever experienced ſince ſhe has been a nation. - It 
is not an actual declaratipn of war, but it certainly muſt pro- 
duce one. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | . W. 

P. S. A great number of blank oaths will be wanted. 124 
bm be ene to order ſome N wy . | 


* 
OSS 


5m, 5 |  Falley-Porge May '8, i778. | 


1 HAVE been honored with your two favors of the ele- 
vel and fifteenth inſtant, with the ſeveral papers alluded to, 
the former by monſieur Jemat, the latter by expreſs yeſterday. 
Colonel Johnſon ſet out on ſaturday afternoon to wait on Con- 

reſs upon the ſubject of his enen and, 1 preſume, wil 
2 at York to-day. * 
I ſhall announce the reſolution of the fifteenth to the army, 
and would flatter wyſelf it will quiet in a great meaſure the 
uneaſineſs which have been fo extremely diltreſſing, and pre- 
vent refignations, which had proceeded, and were likely to be 
at ſuch a height, as to deſtroy our whole military ſyſtem. It 
has experienced no inconſiderable ſbock, particularly in the 
line of ſome ſtates, from the loſs of leveral 9 valuable offi- 
ee 
The letter and brevet for colonel Allen I nad] tranſmit by 
the firſt opportunity.——He left camp eight days ago. 
From a variety of concurring circumſtances, and the uniform 
report of perſons who have left Philadelphia within four days 
paſt, it would appear that the enemy mean to evacuate the ci- 
ty. It is faid they have already emhaiked a part of their heavy 
-. cannon and baggage,—that trapſports are fitted and fitting for 
| their horſe, and taking in hay. The accounts further add. that 
there has been a preſs for ſome nights in the city, and ſeveral 
men obtained in this way, and carried aboard ſhip; alſo that 
there has been an increaſed number of vendues. Thefe cir- 


E 0 cumſtances 
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cumſtances all indicate an eyacuation : but T have not beg! able 
10 learn che objects of their future operations. I wrote: er 
neral Gates yeſterday upon the ſubject, that he may be. pręp 
ed in the beſt manner the ff ituation of things will admit; in, caſe 
they ſhould be deſtined for the North- river, —and deſired him 
to retain for the preſent all the eaſtern regruits intended for 
this army. 

The quarter-maſter- general and commiſſary of providops a 
directed to uſe eyery poſſible. exertion for putting the affairs of 
their departments in a train to ng a movement in caſe it 
mould be neceſſary. But ſuch have been the derangements 
and diſorders | in them, that we muſt be greatly epabarraſled for 
a conſiderable time yet. 

A valuable detachment, under the command of the marquis 
Fayette, marched this morning, which is intended to move be- 
tween the Delaware and Schuylkill, for reſtraining the enemy's 
parties, procuring intelligence, and to act as circumſtance may 
require. 

I cannot help feeling for the 3 in poſſeſſion of the 
enemy. If they evacuate Philadelphia, thoſe unhappy men 

will be dragged away with them, and perhaps to a more miſer⸗ 
able confinement. But, ſuppoſing that their future treatment 
ſhould not be worſe, or even that it ſhould be more comforta- 
ble than their paſt, —the idea of being removed farther from 
their friends, and farther from relief, — * them to the 
laſt degree. | = 

41 have tne honor to be, 1 | . G. W. 

P. 8. I would take the liberty to mention 3 I think the 
arms and clothing expected from France ſhould be brought for- 
ward without a moment's delay after they arrive. The impo- 
icy of ſuffering them ever to remain in places acceſſible to ſhip- 
ping, out of the queſtion, —our diſtreſs for both is amazingly 
great : we have many men now without firelocks, and many 
coming in, in the ſame predicament ; and half the army are 
without ſhirts. Our condition, for want of the Jatter, ard 


blankets, is quite painful—of the former, very diſtreſſing. Ihe 
doctors attribute in a great degree the loſs of hundreds of 


iives.by-the ſcarcity of clothing; and I am certain aneh 
ee the ſame cauſe. | {4 
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2 GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


Sin, Head. Quartiers, Valley-Forge, May 21, 1778. 


GENERAL McIntoſh will have the honor to deliver you 


this. He is now on his way to take the command at Pittſburg 
and in the weſtern frontiers, and waits on Congreſs for their 
inftruftions.—I would take the liberty of ſubmitting to Con- 
greſs the incloſed account of expenſes incurred by the general 
in his journey from Georgia to join this army, and which he 
prefented to me and to the auditors for payment. I did not 
know how far I might be authoriſed to comply with his requeſt, 
and therefore lay the matter before Congreſs. At the ſame 
time I would obſerve that nothing appears to me more equita- 
ble than that claims of this fort, where they are not immode- 
rate, ſhould be ſatisfied by the public.—If this were not the 
caſe, tne expenſes of an officer, when ordered from one poſt to 
another, eſpecially where they are diſtant, would fink the whole 
or a very large part of his pay.— The charges attending the 
general's journey from hence to Pittſburg will require equal 
attention ; and the whole, I am perſuaded, will meet with a 
juſt and fuifable proviſion. W 


I have the honor to be, &c. 1 : G, W. 


Sir, |  Valley-Forge, May 28, 1 778. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the twenty- 
fourth inſtant, nothing material has happened. The enemy are 
ſtill in Philadelphia: but the intelligence from thence is ſo 
clear and fo ſtrong, that it is certain, or nearly as much ſo as 
any event can be that is contingent, that they mean to abandon 
it. Againſt the various meaſures they are purſuing, which 
point to an evacuation, there is but one ſingle circumſtance op- 
poſed that I can learn, which is, that they are working at their 
redoubts with great induſtry. But this fact, though certainly 
true, cannot be of ſufficient weight to raiſe a doubt upon the 
ſubject, and muſt be conſidered as merely calculated ta deceive 
us, and to maſk their deſign, „„ 
Me cannot find out, notwithſtanding the moſt diligent pains, 
whether their movement will be by land or ſea; nor are the in- 
hahitants of the town ſatisfied on the point. Appearances fa- 
vor either, —They have a great many ſhips, and very large: 
yet, from a preparation of boats at Prince's-bay on the ſouth 
fide of Staten-Ifland which I am juſt adviſed of, and for fome 


other reaſons, a land route is not improbable, 
I have 
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F * detached to Jerſey * whole of the troops of ghat 
ſtate under general Maxwell, which, I flatter myſelf, with the 

ilitia general Dickinſon will be able to collect, will give them 
fom e annoyance in caſe they attempt to reren t by land. 

abnmnmemaen * 1 R * W. 


** 


Sia, 5 955 Valle 1 May 28, 4 
LIEUTENANT. colonel John Gibſon, of the fſixth Virgi- 


nia regiment, who, from his knowledge of the weſtern country, 
and Indian nations and language, is ordered to repair to Pitt{- 
Es will have the honor of delivering you this. He is enti- 
tle 
to a regiment in that line; and I muſt take the liberty to re- 
ueſt that Congreſs will give him a commiſſion of that date. 
The reſolution of the thirty-firft of December, recommend- 
ing the ſtates to ſuſpend filling up regimental vacancies,”—my 
expectations that ſome officers of inferior rank, and perhaps of 
the ſame, belonging to. other ſtates, might be reduced upon a 
new arrangement, —and the certainty, that, if I gave commiſſi- 
ons in one inſtance, I ſhould be obliged to do it in all, have 
evented me appointing him to the vacancy he had a right to. 
1 4 not know particularly to what regiment he ought to be 
appointed: Congreſs therefore will be pleaſed to give him a 
commiſſion for a regiment from the ſtate of Virginia, without 
2 the number. | 
1 have the honor to be, &c. .. G. W. 
P. 8. — copies of oaths are gil wanted. OE 


Bm, eee, Palley-Forgs, May 31, 1798. 


1 HAD the honor to receive your favor of the twenty- 
fifth inſtant by doctor Scudder, and that of the twenty-ninth, 
yeſterday afternoon, with the incloſures and packet to which 
abe referred. 

"L ſhall inform major Lee of the- new arrangement of bis 
corps, and will appoint the officers required. — Major Beatty is 
not in camp. Ihe letter addrefled to him ſhall be ſent by the 
rſt opportunity to Princeton, where 1 preſume he will be found. 
That for captain Smith i is already diſpatched. to him. 

The enemy are yet in Philadelphia, though the whole chain 

of een for ſeveral days paſt n grounds to 2 
8 that 


and has been ever ſinee the twenty-fifth of October laſt, 
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that Sid wquld have evacuated it before now. I ſhould-{i 
e 95 "nearly prepared to ds it, though the Neben 
115 1 ft Ire; es and baggage or fo litge an ey rere e önſtdera- 
ble — S „„ 5 
” 5 9 ſhould be glad to know; in caſe Philadelphis'is 
evacuated, Whether any and what line of conduct is to be pur- 
ſued relpecting the goods that may be left. Such articles as 
come. under the denomination of public ſtores will of courfe-he 
taken by the proper officers for the uſe of the ſtates.— The. 
point on which 1 wiſh directibus is with reſpect th goods and 
merchandiſe, private property. I do not know whether any 
considerable quantity may be left: but it has been ſuggeſted, 
that, from an expectation-of the ſort, there are ſome bringing 
into light: their gold and filver for tile purpoſe bf buying up.— 
It there ſhould be clothing ſuitable for the army; perhaps there 
might be nothing unjuſt in the public's taking the preference, 
and Congreſs appointing one or two iateligent active perſons of 
addreſs, acquainted with the city and with thoſe who have .the 
goods, with proper powers to purchaſe them. 

Whatever meaſure PAT: be thought expedient, it will be ne⸗ 
ceſſary to adopt it as early as poſſible, as the evacuation will” 
probably take place in a ſhort time. Robert Morris, eſquire 

I Thould imagine, if the purchaſing ſcheme is determined on; 
will be able to point out proper perſons. Some gentlemen 
have mentioned meſſieurs Samuel Howell and Thomas Frank? 
lyn as well qualified both on account of their integrity and at“ 
tachment to our cauſe, and from their knowledge of the city 
and refidence in it ever fince the n had the poſſeſſion: 
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lutjons tranſmitted in your favor of the thirty-firit ultimo, 1 
mall undertake the refoim of the North-Carolina batallions in 
camp as ſoon as circumitances will admit. | * 
J fincerely with the legillatures of the feveral ſtates had paſſ- 
ed laws adopting the generous. policy tecom:nended by Congreſs | 
in their reſolution of the twenty-third of April. Jam aſfured 
by authority not to be queſtioned, that, for want of this, hun- 
reds, bay thouſands of people, and among them many valuable 
artiſans 


—— — 
vg 
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| J have the honor to be, &. G. 

| P. S. I was juſt now honored with your letter of the thirty- 

| firſt ultimo. | | 
1 = — A Sv 3 
Fg Sm, | | Palley-Forge, June 2, 1778. 
" 1 BEG ſears to inform you, that, agreeable to the reſo- 
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On 


duce them to ſtay : and their departure, compelled and founded | 
as it were in the approbation of their own conſciences, would. 
anſwer all the purpoſes of example, eſpecially if followed by a 
confiſcation of property. A proſcribing ſyſtem, or laws having 
the ſame effect, when carried to a great extent, ever appeared 
to me to be impolitic : and their operation ſhould always ceaſe 
with the cauſes which produced them. Examples in terrorem 
are neceſſary : but to exile many of its inhabitants cannot be 
the intereſt of any tate, : e ni . Sen o 
I have the honor to be, Kc. | G. W. 
. Valley. Forge, June 4, 1778. 
I TAKE che liberty to tranſmit you by expreſs the in- 
cloſed packet which juſt arrived at our advanced poſt by a fla 
from fir Henry Clinton. I alfo tranſmit a copy of a 181 
received from him, of the thirtieth ultimo, and of my anſwer; 
likewiſe copies of his and lord Howe's letters which came to 
hand by the preſent flag.— The packet, I preſume, contains 
Acts ſimilar to thoſe ſent to me. F | 


I have the honor to be, &. 1 . G. W. 
Six, 1 Head- Quarter, June 7, 17 78. 


I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
fourth and fifth inſtant, and with the reſolutions and papers to 
which they refer.— I have taken meaſures to communicate the 
new eſtabliſhment of the army through the line; and the ſoon- 
er the arrangements can be made, the hetter. Should there 
appear further regulations neceflary, I ball take the liberty to 
offer my ſentiments reſpecting them. =. 

My principal deſign, in addreſſing you ſo ſoon after the re- 
ceipt of your letters, is to adviſe Congreſs of the arrival of the 
commiſſioners. Lord Carlifle, governor Johnſton, and William 
Eden, eſquire, are come over in this character, and got to Phi- 
ladelphia yeſterday. Lord Cornwallis is alſo arrived. 3 

Vor. II. e I havs 
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232 GENERAL WASHINGTON 


I have been juſt favored with the incloſed Britiſh paper, 


which I tranſmit for your peruſal.—Some parts of it are very 


intereſting. | | | | 
© By ſome accident the copies of the reſolutions of the tenth 
of January, referred to in that of the fourth inſtant, have been 


- millaid or loſt, I his circumſtance lays me under the neceſſity 


— 


of troubling you with a requeſt for others. Ty 
” | have the honor to be, e. . 
P. S. I am told a reſolution paſſed about the nineteenth ul- 
timo, reſpecting the payment of -priſoners either in the actual 
poſſeſſion of the enemy, or on parole. I do not recollect to 


have been honored with it; and, if there is ſuch a one, I with 


to be fayored with a copy for the government of my conduct. 


— — — * 


Six, Head. Juarters, Valley-Forge, June q, 1778. 


I WAS favored with yours of the fixth inſtant, incloſing 
copies of your anſwers to lord Howe and general Clinton. 'l he 
originals I ſent in early this morning by a flag.— I have the 


honor to tranſmit you a duplicate of a letter I received from 


fir Henry Clinton for the purpoſe of procuring a paſſport for 
doctor Ferguſon (the ſecretary to the king's commiſſion) to 
Congreſs, with my anſwer to him,—on the ſubject of which, 
Congreſs will be pleaſed to favor me with their inſtructions. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 1,41 8. . 


— 


Sir, Head- Quarter, June 10, 1778. 


MAJOR Campbell of the thirteenth Virginia regiment: 
will have the honor of preſenting you with this. He is now 
on his way, at the earneſt ſolicitation of general M*<Intoſh, to 
ferve in the weſtern department, and waits on Congreſs, to ob- 
tain (if they ſhall think proper) a commiſſion for a lieutenant- 
colonelcy in the Virginia line, to which he has been entitled in 
the ordinary cauſe ſince the twentieth of February laſt.— The 


major ſuſtains the character of a good and brave officer, and 


has behaved as ſuch during his ſervice.— He is the. more defir- 
ous of petting a commiſſion at this time, as otherwiſe he may 
be commanded by the licutenant-colonels to be, or who are, 


appointed to the two new regiments lately ordered to be raiſed 
in that quarter. I do not know the particular regiment to which 


he 
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he ſhould be affixed; therefore, if he obtains a commiſſion, it 


may be left blank in this inſtance. 5 55 
I have the honor to be, &c. Pe eng 8 G. W. 


Si, Head- Quarter, June 15, LE inn 
I HAVE been dily honored with your favors of the ele. 
venth and fourteenth inſtant, and with the incloſures to which 
they refer. — The reſolution for ſettling the value of rations 
which have become due fince the firſt of January, and fixing 
the mode of payment, I ſhall announce in this day's orders, and 
hope it will be highly ſatisfactory to all who are intereſted in it. 

I have notified general Mifflin of the inquiry directed by Con- 
greſs on the eleventh inſtant, by tranſmitting him a copy of their 
proceedings, and he has obtained leave, on his ſolicitation, to 
repair to York, &c. to prepare for his defence, This I thought 
myſelf under a neceſſity of granting, however inconvenient and 
injurious it may be to permit the abſence of officers at this pe- 
riod. 

Our expectations that Philadelphia will be evacuated in the 
courſe of a few days are again up. The information received 
yeſterday through various channels, and in a pretty dire& way, 
would feem to place the matter almoſt on the footing of a cer- 
tainty. | 

We had about forty privates and twenty ſeamen exchanged 
on ſunday. Another party will be exchanged to-day ; and, ac- 
cording to agreement, the whole of our unfortunate men will 
be releaſed as fait as we can bring down parties of the priſoners 
in our hands, to give for them. lt is thought by ſome we ſhall 
not have an opportunity of completing the exchange of all thoſe 
in Philadelphia before the enemy leave it.— Mr. Boudinot has 
alſo ſettled aad adjuſted the whole number of priſoners we are 
to account for (belides thoſe now in actual confinement) at nine 
hundred, which is leſs than half of the claim fir William Howe 
ſo pertinaciouſly and ſo long adhered to. 5 85 

1 have the honor to be, &c. + | G. W, 


— ——̃—— _— 
— — 
| 


Head. Quarter, half aw eleven, A. M. June 18, 1778. 
Sir, | 
I HAVE the pleaſure to zi Congreſs that I was this 


minute adviſed by * Roberts . the enemy evacuated the 
| " "GY 


— — — 9 
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42 e | | 

city early this morning. __ He was down at the qniddle-fetrydn 
A Ade, where he received the intelligence from a numben af 

effizens Cho were on the oppoſite ſnore. They told him that 

YEbovt three thouſand of the troops had embarked on board tranſ- 


ports.” The deſtruction of the bridge prevented him;crofling.+ 


Jex A moment official accounts on the ſubject. 
4 ave put fix brigades in motion; and the reſt of the army 
are preparing to follow with all poſſible diſpatch. We ſhall pro- 
ceed towards Jerſey, and govern ourſelves according to ci, eum- 
ſtances. As yet I am not fully aſcertained of the enemy's deſti- 
nation; nor are there wanting a variety of opinions as to. the 
route they will purſue, whether it wil! be by land or ſea, admit- 
ting it to be to New-York, Some think it probable, in ſuch 
caſe that the part of their army which croſſed the Delaware will 
march down the Jerſey ſhore ſome diſtance, and tnen embark. 
— There is other intelligence corroborating Mr. Roberts's, but 
none official 1s yet come, | Veel 
I have the honor to be, &e. i, . 
A letter from captain M. Clean, dated in Philadelphia, this 
minute came to hand, confirming the evacuation. oe 


* 
2 | Ph garage + SE dine? nomzd THT ; 
su, | Head-Quorters, June 18, 1778, fit o'clock, P.M. 
, 3 N , f Erect 2 7 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you this forenoon, 
J received your letter of the ſeyenteenth,, Sith its ſevetal inglo—- 
ſures.— I am happy in the approbation of Congreſs reſpt ding 
my conduct to doctor Ferguſon. I could not find, after the ma- 
tureſt conſideration on the ſubject, that his paſſage through the 
country could be in any wiſe material, or anſwer any other pur- 
pole than to ſpread diſaffection. „ e i KIs 10 
- TI ſhall take every meaſure in my power to prevent an inter- 
courſe between the army and the enemy, and alſo between the 
inhabitants and the latter. You may reſt aſſured that whatever 
letters come from their lines ſhall be, as they ever have been, 
minutely inſpected; and whenever they import any thing of an 
inſidious caſt, they ſhall be ſuppreſſed. In this I truſt I ſhall 
not offend againſt any rule. of right, nor the ſtricteſt propriety. 
The letter for the commiſſioners I ſhall tranſmit by the earlieſt 
opportunity: however, their departure fiom Philadelphia wall 
prevent their getting it as ſoon as they otherwiſe, wguld have 
done.— cannot ſay that I regret the delay: for there is no 


12 


Knowing fo what acts of depredation and ruin their diſappoin 
ambition might have led. And permit me to add that;l think 
there Was no other criterion for Cong reſs to 80 by, than the one 


they 
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mey bave adopted; | The proceedings of the benen. caps of 
A prilp:}t' is probable, have teached "Bri WL Lela 
| Keb hlt bit preſent powers of the commiſſoners,59 
Leet date we are obliged to fuppoſe the £6 polleſgo re BRI 
I -inoompatible to any valuable endete. 

I have appointed general Arnold to command in F Wel. 
phia, as the ſtate of his wound will not permit his ſervices in a 
more active line. Colonel Jackſon, with a detachment of troaps, 
is to attend him: and I flatter myſelf that order will be pre- 
arved, and the ſeveral purpoſes anſwered, expreſſed by Congreſs 
in their reſolution of the fourth inſtant.— The general ſet out 


this evening, and I myſelf ſhall move with the main body of 


by 


the army at five in the morning to-morro wr. 8 
Ihe, GW 
P. S. By this conveyance you will be pleaſed to receive the 
proceedings of the court of inquiry reſpecting the loſſes of the 
forts in the Highlands. e ee e, e 
W .:) 97 1 


/ 
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Six, Head. Quarters, June 18, 1778. 
THE baron Steuben will have the honor to deliver you 
Jun 1.de not know particularly the extent of his buſineſs at 
ork; but, from whay he has communigated, it is in part to 
ger che duties and powers of his appointment minutely defined 
and fettled. I incloſe a copy of orders on the fifteenth inſtant, 
which were iſſued to quiet oy minds of the general officers, aud 
to remove a ſpirit of jealouſy which but too apparently was, xiſr 
ing among them. Theſe contain my ideas of the principal dyy 
ties of the inſpector's office, and, I have.reaſon to think, are ger 
nerally agreeable to the army. While I am on this ſubject, i 
muſt do juſtice to the baron's intelligence, zeal, and indetatiga- 
N from which we have experienced very happy,et- 
edi 11577 119 | | 1 
Ihe incloſed letter I tranſmit at the requeſt of captain Gibbs 
and I with to recommend him to the conſideration of Congreis. 
He' has' been in the army from the commencement of the war, 
and in the capacities he mentions. When Congreſs were pleaſ- 
ed to honor me with the appointment of officers for the fixteen 


4 


additional batallions, I offered to make ſome proviſion for him 

dut this he declined, preferring to remain in my family. _ [Lhe 

E conſiſted of fifty men: but; 

nde che arrival of baron Steuben, it has been augmented; t9, a 

Bundred and fifty. He adviſed that there ſhould be a ſelect e 
Ne n p 
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of this number to receive the manceuvres in the firſt inſtance, 
and to act as a model to the army; and propoſed that it ſhould 

be formed of the old guard company and draughts from the line.. 
I preſume, —if it ſhould be Congreſs's pleaſure, —that a majori- 
ty would be highly agreeable to the captain, and is as much as 


he expects. . 


I have the honor to be, &c. 


— — — 
\ 


Sis, 5 June 20, 1778, four o'clock, P. 
I HAVE the honor to inform you that I am now ad vanc- 

ed with the main body of the army within ten miles of Coryel's 
ferry, and ſhall halt to refreſh the troops and for the night, as 
the weather is very rainy.— General Lee, with the ſix brigades 
mentioned in my former letter, will reach the ferry this evening. 
My laſt accounts from Jerſey were from general Dickinſon, 
dated yeſterday at three o' clock, P. M. Theſe ſay the enemy 
had then advanced to Eyreſtown, three miles below Mount-Hol- 
ly, and were buſily employed in repairing the bridge which had 
been deftroyed. General Dickinſon adds that there had been” 
a briſk firing for ſome minutes between the enemy and Max- 


z 
Y- 
* . 


well's brigade, or a patt of it, in their advance, in which th 


former, according to the report of a deſerter, had ſeveral killed. 
He further ſays the militia had been [appri/ed ] of their approach, 
were in good ſpirits, and that he expected ro-day to be tolerably 
ftrong.—l have this minute written him by expreſs, requeſting 
him to acquaint me with their and his own ſituation, what num- 
ber of men he has already collected, and what further augment- 


ations he expects to receive. | 1 3 
I have the honor to be, &c. . 
4 a * 
SIR, June 21,—ten miles from Coryels.. 


THIS will be delivered you by major Wemp who has the 
care of ſome warriors of the Seneca nation. The incloſed copy 
of a letter from our commiſſioners will ſhew that they are come 
to obtain the releaſe of Aſtiarix, another warrior, who was tak- 
en on the frontiers of Virginia, I never heard of the circum- 
ſtance till I was informed of it a few days ago by a letter from 
general Schuyler. As the commiſſioners have conſented to his 
exchange, and adviſed it, I have aſſured them it was agreeable 

| ra 


* 
* 
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to me z and I muſt take the liberty to requeſt FR Kune 
will order it to be accompliſhed as ſoon ds poſſible. 0 

I have treated them with civility, but declared at the ſame 
time, in anſwer to their ſpeeches both in council and as warri- 
drs, —if they do not immediately ceaſe hoſtilities, and become 
our friends, or at leaft neutral, — that, the moment we are clear 
of the Britiſh-army, I will turn our whole foree againſt them 
and the other nations at war with us, and cut them off to a man. 
They ſaw the main body of our army to-day ; which circum- 
ftance, added to the evacuation of Philadelphia, and the preſents 
I wrote general Arnold to make them, with other inſtances of 
kindneſs, I truſt, will have a happy influence on the actions and 
diſpoſitions of their nation when they return. 

They are alſo attended by a few of our Oneida and Lufee 
ra friends, who were thought neceſſary to proceed with the truce, 
They had diſpatches from their ſachems for the immediate return 
of ſuch of their men'and warriors as were here, on account of 
their apprehenſions of hoſtilities by the Senecas, &c.—I con- 
ſented to the meaſure, and directed that they ſhould be furniſh- 
ed with ample and ſuitable preſents, if they could be obtained 
previous to their departure,—The army is in march; Which 
will not permit me to add further than that 1 have the honor 


to hes &. | 5 8. W. 


Srx, . Head-Quarters, near Coryel 's, June 22, 1778. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I am how in Jer- 
ſey, and that the troops are paſſing the river at Coryel's, and 
are moſtly over.— The lateſt intelligence 1 have had reſpeQing + 


the enemy was yeſterday from general Dickinſon, He ſays they 
were in the morning at Moreſtown and Mount-Holly ; but that 


he had not been able to learn what route they would purſue 


from thence ; nor was it eaſy to determine, as, from their 
ſituation, they might either proceed to South-Amboy, or by 
way of Brunſwic. We have been a good deal impeded in our 
march by rainy weather. — As ſoon as we have cleaned the arms, 
and can get matters in train, we propoſe moving towards Prince- 
ton, in order to avail ourſelves of any favorable ocacfions that 
may preſent themſelves, of attacking or — the enemy. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. . 


\ ; oY ; . Eng libb- 


x 
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Snow Engliſhtown, for miles from Monmouth, June 28, 1 78. 
Sia, 298 h107 3 Ba afler eleven, A. . 


* He 8 diy baba with your favor of the Se" 
igltant, dwith the report to which it referred, and truſt ne; 
1110 will apologiſe for my not anſwering it before. e 
LETT am how here with the main body of the army, and ef 
hard to come up with the enemy. They encamped yeſterday. 
at Monmouth court-houſe, having almoſt the whale of their 
front, particularly their left wing, {ſecured by a marſh and thick 
wood, and their rear by a difficult defile, from whence they 
moved very early this morning. Our advance, from the ** 
weather, and the intenſe heat when fair, (though theſe may have 
been equally diſadvantageous to them) has been N "rocks 
ed. Several of our men have fallen ſick from the cauſes ; | 
a few unfortunately have fainted, and died in a little time 2 
We have a ſelect and ſtrong detachment more forward, un; 
der the command of major-general Lee, with orders to ak 
their rear if poſſible. Whether the detachment will be able to 
come up with it, is a matter of queſtion, eſpecially before they 
t into ſtrong grounds. Beſides this, Morgan, with his * 1 
| and ſome bodies of militia, are on their flanks. 1313 

I cannot determine yet at what place they i intend "$a EY 
Sone think they will puth for e whilſt otfiers ſuppoſe: 
they mean to go to Shoat-harbgr. The latter opinion ſeems to 
be founded in the greater probability, as, from mene be. 
veral veſſels and craft are lying off that place. 

We have made a few priſoners; and they have loft a 8 
many men by deſertion. I cannot aſcertain their number, as 
-they came in to our advanced parties, and puſhed male datein 
into the country. I think five or ſix hundred is the leaſt num- 
ber that have come in, in the whole. "EE are e 5. 
reigners. a 4 | 

IJ have the honor to be, &c. | ET G. . 


Fields near Monmouth Court-Houſe, June Hy 1778. 
| ee | . | | ett oof Fs - 

1 Þ: HAVE the honor to inform you, that, abo fvin 0%. 
8 -Hlotk yeſterday morning, both armies advanced on each other, 


About twelve, they met on the grounds near Monmouth couit- 


” hotaſe, When: a an action en We e torced the 8 OP 
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— in our front, ſecured on both flanks by moraſſes and thick 
wdods; where they remained till about twelve at night, and then 
retreated. I cannot at this time yo into a detail of matters : 

whea opportunity. will permit, I ſhall take the liberty of tranſ- 
mitting 2 a more e account of the e 


of the day. . 
* . 1. honor + to be, a 18 | 0 85 W. 
Sta. | | | | . | Englibiows, 700 i. | 1778. 


5 EMBRACE the firſt moment of leiſure to give Con- 
. a more full and particular account of the movements of 
the army under my command ſince its paſſing the Delaware, 
than the fituation of our affairs would heretofore permit. 

I had the honor to adviſe them, that, on the appearances of 
the enemy's intention to march through Jerſey becoming ſeri- 
cus, I had detached general Maxwell's brigade in conjunction 
with the militia of that ſtate to interrupt and impede their pro- 
greſs by every obſtruction in their power, ſo as to give time to 
the army under my command to come up with them, and take 
advantage of any favorable circumſtances that might preſent 
themſelves. The army having proceeded to Coryel's ferry, 
and croffed the Delaware at that place, I immediately detached 
colonel Morgan with a ſelect corps of fix hundred men to rein- 
force general Maxwell, and marched with the main body to- 
wards” Princeton. 8 

The flow advance of the enemy had rently the air ak deſign, 


and led me, with others, to ſuſpe& that general Clinton, deſi- 


rous of a general action, was endeavouring to draw us down. 
into the lower country, in order, by a rapid movement, to gain 
our right, and take poſſeſſion of the ſtrong grounds above us.— 
This confideration, and to give the troops time to repoſe and 
refreſh themſelves from the fatigues they had experienced from 
rainy and exceſſive hot weather, determined me to halt at Hope- 
well townſhip, about five miles from Princeton, where we re- 
mained till the morning of the twenty fifth. 

On the preceding day I made a ſecond detachment of fifteen 
hundred choſen troops uader brigadier-general Scott, to rein- 
foree thoſe already in the vicinity of the enemy, the more ef- 
fectually to annoy and delay their march. The next, day the 
army moved to Kingſtonz and, having received intelligence 
that the enemy were proſecuting their Nee towards Monmouth. 

Voi II. . couit- 


he geld, In encamped | on the ground. They toek a ftrong 
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[ court-houſe, I diſpatched a thouſand ſele@ men under "ROT IN 
| general Wayne, and-fent the marquis De la Fayette to take the 
| command of the whole advanced corps, including 'Maxwell's 
brigade and Morgan's light infantry, with orders to tale the 
| Hrſt fatr opportunity of attacking the enetny's rear. 
| n the evening of the ſame day, the whole army bes om | 
| | Rigg don; where our baggage was left, with intentibn to pre- 
| | ferve a proper diſtance for ſupporting the advanced. corps, and 
q arrived at Cranberry early the next morning. The intenſe heat 
1 of the weather, and a heavy ſtorm unluckily coming on, made it 
bt impoſſible to reſume our march that day without great inconve- 
1 nience and injury to the troops. Our advanced corps, being 
differently citcumſtanced, moved from the poſition it had held 
the night before, and took poſt in the evening on the Monmouth 
road, about five miles from the enemy's rear, in expectation of 
attacking them next morning on their march. — The main body 
having remained at Cranberry, the advanced corps was found 
to be too remote, and too far upon the right, to be ſupported 
in caſe of an attack either upon or from the enemy; which in- 
duced me to ſend orders to the marquis to file off by bis left 
towards Engliſhtown, which he be executed "5 oi in 
ny morning of the twenty-ſeventh. 

The enemy, in marching from Allentown, 120 champe their | 
tiſpobtion, and placed their beſt troops in the rear, conſiſting 
of all the grenadiers, light infantry, and chafſeurs of the line. 
This alteration made it neceſſary to increaſe the number of our 
advanced. corps; in conſequence of which I detached major. ge- 

neral Lee with two brigades to join the marquis at Engliſhtoven, 
on whom of courſe the command of the whole devolved, amount- 
Ing to about five thouſand men. The main body marched the 
fame day, and encamped within three miles of that place. Mor- 
gan's corps was left hovering on the enemy's right flank ; and 
the Jerſey militia, amounting at this time to about ſeven or cight 
hundred men, under general Dickinſon, on their Jeft. 

The enemy were now encamped in a ſtrong poſition, with 
their right extending about a mile and a half beyond the court- 
Houſe in the parting of the roads leading to Shrewfbury and 
Middletown, and their left along the road from Allentown to 
Monmouth, about three miles on this fide the court-houſe. 
Their right flank lay on the ſkirt of a ſmall wood, while their 

left was ſecured by a very thick one,—a morals running towards 
their rear, and their whole front covered by a wood, and, for 
-a"conſiderable extent towards the left, with a moraſs.—Id this 

Araation they 0% till the Aren of the tweuty.cighth. 201 
Mäattets 
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| Mates . thus ftuated,—and baviaghed the beſt 1 ; 


ation, that, if the enemy were once arrived at the heights of 
Middletown, ten or twelve miles from where they were, it v avs 
be impoſſible to attempt any thing againſt them with a proſpect 
of lueceſs,—[ determined to attack their rear the moment the 

ſhould get in motion from their preſent ground. I communi- 
cated-my intention to. general Lee, and ordered him to make 
his diſpoſition for the attack, and to keep his troops conſtantly 
lying upon their arms, to be in readineſs at the ſhorteſt notice, 


* 


This was done with reſpect to the troops. under my immediate | 


command. 

About five in the morning, general Dickinſon ſent an expreſs 
informing that the front of the enemy had begun their march. 
I inſtantly put the army in motion, and ſent orders by one of 
my aids to general Lee to move on and attack them unleſs there 
ſhould be very powerful reaſons to the contrary,—acquainting 
him at the ſame time, that I was marching to ſupport him, and, 
for doing it with the greater expedition and convenience, ſhould 
_ the men diſencumber MTA ey of their packs and blage 

ets. | 

After e about Sa miley, 4s my great ape and 
mortification, I met the whole advanced corps retreating,—and, 
as I was told, by general Lee's orders, —without having made 
any oppoſition, except one fire, given by a party under the com · 
mand of colonel Butler, on their being charged by the enemy's 
cavalry, who were repulſed. Il proceeded immediately to, the 
rear of the corps, which I found cloſely preſſed by the enemy, 


and gave directions for forming part of the retreating troops, 


who, by the brave and ſpirited conduct of the officers, aided by 
ſome pieces of well-ſerved artillery, checked the enemy's ad- 
vance, and gave time to make a diſpoſition of the left wing and 
ſecond line of the army upon an eminence, and in a wood a lit- 
tle in the rear, covered by a moraſs in front. On this were 
placed ſome batteries of cannon. by lord Stirling who command- 
ed the left wing, which played upon the enemy with great ef- 
fect, and, ſeconded by parties of infantry detached to oa 
them, effectually put a ſtop to their advance. _ 

General Lee being detached with the advanced corps, che 
command of the right wing, for the occaſion, was given tage- 
neral Greene. For the expedition of the march, and to coun- 
te ract any attempt to turn our right, I had ordexed him to file 
off by the new church, two miles from Engliſhtown, and fall i into 
the Monmouth road, a ſmall diſtance in the rear of the couxt- 


houſe, while the reſt of the column moved directly on . 
the 


— 


— —— —— — 
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the © part houſe.” | On intelligence of the retteat, he Awichee 
5 and took a very advantageous poſition on the right. Hingdis 

The enemy, by this time, finding themſelves warmly oppoſed 
in front, made an attempt to turn our left flank ; but they were 
bravely repulſed and driven back by detached parties: 'of infant- 
Ty. They alſo made a movement to our right with as little ſuc- 
ceſs, general Greene having advanced a body of troops with ar- 
tillery to a commanding piece of ground; which not only diſap- 
Pointed their deſign of turning our right, but ſeverely enfiladed 
thoſe in front of the left wing.— In addition to this, general 
Wayne advanced with a body of troops, and kept up fo ſevere 
and well-direQed a fire, that the enemy were ſoon compelled 
to retire behind the defile where the firſt ſtand i 1n the inner 


of the action had been made. 
In this ſituation the enemy had both their flanks ſerure by 


thick woods and moraſſes, while their front could only be ap- 


roached thro? a narrow paſs. I reſolved nevertheleſs to attack 


them; ; and, for that purpoſe, ordered general Poor, with. his 


own and the Carolina brigade, to move round upon theit right, 


and general Woodford upon their left, and the artillery to gall 
them in front. But the impediments in their way prevented 


their getting within reach before it was dark. They remained 
upon the ground they had been directed to occupy during the 
night, with intention to begin the attack early the next morn- 
ing; and the army continued lying upon their arms in the field 
of action, to be in readineſs to ſupport them. 
Ia the mean time the enemy ere employed in removiag 
their wounded, and about twelve o'clock at night marched away 
in ſuch Vence, that, though general Poor lay extremely nehr 
them, they effected their retreat without his knowledge. I hey 
carried off all their wounded, except four officers and about 
forty privates whoſe wounds were too dangerous to ee their 
removal. 
_ The extreme heat of the weather, the fatigue of the men From 


| their march enen a deep fandy country almoſt entirely deſti- 


tute of water, and the diſtance the enemy had gained by — HY 
ing in the night, made a purſuit impracticable and fruitleſs: 


N have anſwered no valuable purpoſe, and would have en 


fatal to numbers of our men, ſeveral ot- whom died the preced- 


ing day. with heat. ' 267 e 


ere I to conclude my account of this days tranſaQions 
without expreſſing my obligations to the officers of the army in 
eneral, I ſhould do injaſtice to their merit, and violence to my 


L rn feelings. They icemed to vie with each other in manifeſt- 


ing 
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Sogthair zeal apd bravery. The catalogue of thoſe v who 10 
tinguithed-themſclves i is too long to admit of 8 in- 
Maden I cannot, however, forbear mentioning ri; SAdie 

ral Wayne, whoie good condutt and bravery through, t the 
while action deſerves particular commendation. .,, _ 

The behaviour of the troops in general, after they Sass 
from the firſt ſurpriſe occaſioned by the retreat of the advanced 
corps, was ſuch as could not be ſurpaſſed.— All the artillery, 
both officers and men, that were engaged, Des them- 
ſelves in a remarkable manner. 

Incloſed, Congreſs will be pleaſed to receive a retutn 51 
dur killed, wounded, and miſſing. Among the firft were lieu- 
- tenant- -colonel Bunner of Pennſylvania, and major, Dickinſon of 

Virginia, both officers of diſtinguiſhed merit, and much to be 
regretted. — The enemy's ſlain, left on the field, and buried by 
us, according to the return of the perſons aſh gved to that duty, 
were four officers and two hundred and forty-five privates. In 
the former number was the honorable. colonel Monckton. Ex- 
cluſive of theſe, they buried ſame themſelves, as there were ſe- 
veral new graves near the field of battle. — How many men they 
may have had wounded, cannot be determined: but, from tlie 
uſual proportion, the number mult have been conliderable.— 
There were a few. priſoners taken. bo 
The peculiar ſituation of general Lee at this time requites 
that I ſhould ſay nothing of his conduct. He is now in arreft. 
The charges againſt him, witn ſuch ſentence as the, court-mar- 
tlal way decree in his caſe, ſhall be tranſmitted for the ap- 
? . vente or diſappiobation of Congreſs, as ſoon as it all be 
Pailed 

Being fully convinced by the gentlemen of this country that 
the enemy cannot be hurt or'injured in their emharkation at 

Sandy-Hook, the place to which they are going, —and unwil- 
ling to get too far removed from the North- river, —I put the 
troops in motion early. this morning, 2nd ſhall proceed that 
way, leaving the Jerſey brigade, Morgan's corps, and other 
. light parties (the militia being all diſmiſſed), to hover about 
them, to countenance deſertion, and to prevent their depreda- 
tions as far as poſſible.— After they embark, the former | will 
take palt in the neignborhood of e he latter r 23 
r the corps from which they were detached; ; 


ane ee den : > aid . 
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45 , P 
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uy fo LPR. + © Camp, near Brunſwic, Fuly T, 1775 


Ss I HAVE the 3 to inform you, that, on ſunday: morn» 
ing, the left wing of the army moved towards the: North-river ; Z 
the right followed yefterday ; and the ſecond line, which forms 
the rear divifion, is alſo now in motion. LI ſhall advance as faſt 
as I can conſiſtently with the circumſtances of 2 weather: and 
the health of the troops. 

The enemy, from the advices of our parties wf obſervation, 
were nearly if not all embarked yeſter day. we hey have conti- 
1 to deſert upon all occaſions. 

1 ſhould be extremely happy if the committee oboiregit to 
eee the army would repair to it as ſoon as poſſible. Con- 
greſs can form no adequate idea of the diſcontents prevailing 
on account of the unſettled ſtate of rank, and the uncertainty 
in which officers. are as to their future ftuation. The variety of 
hands in which the power of granting commiſſioas and filling up 
vacancies is lodged, —and other circumſtances, have occaſion- 
ed frequent inftances of younger officers commanding their ſe- 
niors, from the former having received their a ban, and 
the latter not, —and theſe, not only in the line of the army at 
large, but in their own brigades, and even in their own regi- 
ments. — This, it will be readily conceived, is neceſſarily pro- 
ductive of much confufion, altercation and her r n re- 
ae the ſpeedieſt remed. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. 1 G. W. 

P. 8. By accounts from Mena eth, more of the enemy”s 
dead have been found.—I1t is ſaid the number buried by! us nnd 
tae inhabitants excee ds three hundred. r 4 9] 


— 


Sin, Camp, at Paramus, July 12, 1776 


ON friday evening, I had the honor to receive your let- 


ter of the ſeventh inſtant, with its incloſures.— The vote of ap- 


probation and thanks, which Congreſs ha ve been pleaſed to ho- 
nor me with, gives me the higheſt ſatisfaQtion, and at the ſame 
time demands a return of my ſincereſt acknowledgments.— 
The other retolution- I communicated with great pleaſure to 
the army at large in yeſterday's orders. 

"The left wing of the army, which advanced yeſterday four 
miles beyond this, moved this morning on the route towards 
King's ferry. The right, and ſecond line, which makes the 


lafi-diviion, are now here, where they will halt for a day or 
two 
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two, —or pechape longer, if no i Maas of a 8 
ture caſt up, —in order to refreſh themſelves from the 
great fatigues _ have lufered rom: the intenſe Heat of the 
weather. . MOL kk. 
We have had it ned fot two or thive days through le. 
veral channels from New-York, that there is a French fleet on 
the coaſt: and it is added that the enemy have been manning 
with the utmoſt diſpatch ſeveral of their ſhips of war which 
were there, and have puſhed them out to ſea. How far theſe 
facts are true, I cannot determine: but I ſhould think it of in- 
finite importance to aſcertain the firſt, if poſſible, by ſencin 
out ſwift-ſailing cruiſers. The moſt intereſting advantages 
might follow the information. —I will try, by every practicable 
means that I can deviſe, to obtain an accurate account of * e- 


_— fleet at New- Lock ; 05 
* have the honor to be, oy e eee res OR 0. w. | 
as 2 : . 1 Yoly 14, 1778. 


1 HAD the honor yeſterday evening of receiving your 
ve important favor of the tenth inſtant.—Colonel Lauren 
one of my aids, will ſet out this morning with a letter to the 
French admiral, the count D' Eſtaing, incloſing a copy of yours 
and ſuch other information as I have been able to collect, Its 
further purpoſe is for the eſtabliſhing a convention of fignals in 
cafe of co-operation, or to convey him ſuch knowledge of the 
enemy's naval force and poſition, as may from time to time 
come under our cogniſance. 

It appears by intelligence of b dhy that the count DE. 
taing is off or near Sandy-Hook, having already ſeized ſeveral 
fiſhing boats on the ann, in order to procure information and 
pilots. 

The army is in motion, acl will coſe the North-river with 
all convenient diſpatch, where I -ſhall purſue fuch 'meaſares as 
may . beſt er NH for 1 n ny FRY 17 
tune: : 


tr en the honor to be, Ke. = n W. 
. s hey . | $ IN | | | . ; ' a 5 70 | f rh 201 
Sis, 1 cons. near White Plaine, July 22, "1798; 
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2515 SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the ür 
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and feventeenth, with their reſpective Brun "The _ 
morning after the receipt of the former which came to hand, on 
the ſeventeenth, I difpatched lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, ano- 
ther of of my aids, with the beſt pilots and the moſt ſkilful ma: 
ers of thips I could procure, to admiral count  D*Eftaing, 
to converſe with him more fully on the ſubject gf his opera- 
tions, than I was able to direct Heutenant-colonel: Laurens to 
do for want of the information which I afterwards obtained 
from major Chouin, and a knowledge 1 in ſeven fuer ain 
beſides. | 
On ſunday night Mr. Laurens returned; aid found by 
him that it was the count's firſt with to iter at Sandy-Hook, 
in order to poſſeſs himſelf of, or to deſtroy if poſſible, 'the 
whole of the "Britiſh fleet lying in the bay of New-York ; and 
that, for this purpoſe, he had been much engaged in his inqui- 
ries about the depth of water, and in ſounding the channel to 
aſcertain it; the reſult of which was, that the water, from the 
experiments made, was too ſhallow at the entrance to admit 
his large ſhips,—or, if they could be got in, it appeared-that It 
would not be without a great deal of difficulty and riſk. At- 
ter this diſappointment, the next important object which ſeem- 
ed to preſent itſelf was an attempt againſt Rhode-Ifland, which 
the count inclined to make (unleſs I ſhould adviſe the contra-: 
ry) as ſoon as the Chimere frigate, which had carried his 
excellency monſicur Girard into the Delaware, ſhould Fejoin, 
him. | 155 7 
Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, Who was well hformed of our 
fituation and of my ſentiments on every point, was inſtructed 
to give the admiral a full and accurate ſtate of facts, and to 
acquaint him what aid, and how far we could co-operate with 
him in caſe of an attempt either againſt New-York or Rhode 
Hand; aud alſo to obtain his ideas of the plan and ſyſtem which 
he might thiak ought to be purſued, and to agree with him on 
certain ſignals. | 
Previous to my diſpatching Mr. Hamilton, from the in- 
formation I received on my eoquiries reſpecting the navigation 
at the Hook, I was led to ſuſpect (however intereſting and 
defirable the deſtruction or capture of the Britiſh fleet might | 
be) that it was not ſufficient to introduce the count's ſhips. 
Under this apprehenſion, I wrote general Sullivan on the ſe- 
vegteenth by expreſs, that an expedition might take place in a 
hört time againſt Rhode- Ifland, and urged him at the ſame 
time to apply to the ſtates of Maffachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland and 


Con: gecticut, for as many men as would augment has force 
N to 
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to five thouſand, and alſo to make every poffible preparayion 
of boate, P plots, &c.' as if the event Was fixed and 
certain! 

From this time till about ene o*lock'on fabaay, the 
troops continued paſſing the river. when I croffed with the laſt 
divifion. On monday afternoon I arrived at this place, in the 
a neighborhood of which, the right and left wing encamped that 
night, with the ſecond: line a few miles id their rear. And 
here I am happy to add that their paſſage acroſs the river was 
effected without any accident, or without any more delay 
than neceſſarily attended the work. 

Being perſuaded now from the. converſation which 1 have 
had with ſeveral pilots and maſters of veſſels, of character, as 
well as from the accounts of other gentlemen, and colonel 
Laurens's report on his return, that the paſſing of the count's 
fhips'by the Hook would be extremely precarious, if not im- 
praQticable,—I determined yeſterday (which was as ſoon as it 
could be done), without waiting for further intelligence upon 
the ſubject, to put two brigades under marching orders. They 
accordingly marched this morning at two o'clock, for Rhisde- 
Hand, under the particular command of generals Varnum and 
Glover reſpectively, and both under the direction, for the p̃re- 
feat, of the marquis De la Fayette. A water conveyance was 
thought of, and wiſh=d for the eaſe of the troops: but, on con- 
fide ration of all circumſtances, ſuch as the difficulty of provid- 
ing veffels, the change and precariouſneis of the winds, the rifk. 
from the enemy's hips, &c. their route by land was deemed by 

far the more eligible.— The force with general Sullivan, from 
the belt and lateſt advice I have been able to obtain, is about 
three thoufand.— A detachment under colonel Jackſon will 
follow Varnum's and Glover's brigades. | | 

The incloſed papers, No. 1, re ſpecting eich perſons ſent 
from Bennington, and ordered into the enemy's lines, came to 
hind yeſterday. About the ſ.me time I received a letter from 
governor Clinton, containing a petition by the prifoners, and a 
letter from the committee of Albany, all remonſtrating againſt 
the proceeding, As this is a matter in which I have no autho- 
rity to act, nor in Which I would wiſh to intermeddle, I take 
the liberty of referring it to Congreſs that they may decide up- 
onéit.— The priſoners are at Veft- Point, and ordered to be . : 
tained there for the preſent. 

I would alfo take the liberty of crxnfinittioj to Congrels 4 | 
leftet from captain Gibbs, aud of recommending him to their | 
confideration, His letter was to have brew lent by the baron 

Vor. II. 2 11 | W 
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Steuben) before we marched from. Valley-Forge:: but * 
eliging to go 4 Vorktown at that time, and our move through 
he Jerſeys, delayed its being done. The captain has been in 
the amy from che commencement of the war, and in the capa- 
sities which: he mentions. When Congreſs were pleaſed to Ho- 
nor me with the appointment of officers for the fixteen addition- 
al battalions, I offered to make ſome proviſion for him: but 
2dis he declined, p « ferring to remain in my family. The guard 
ke originally commanded conſiſted of fifty men; but, ſince the 
arrival of baron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred 
and fifty. The baron adviſed that there thould be a ſele& corps 
of this number, to receive the manceuvres in the firſt inſtance, 
and to act as a model to the army; and propoſcd that it ſhould 
be formed of the old guard company, and draughts from the 
lne.—I prefume, if it ſhould be Congreſs's pleaſure, a majarity 
would be highly acceptable to the captain, and _ it is as 
much as he expects. 
Eleven o 1 P. M,—1 this moment received a letter — 5 
1 ee, who is on bis return te the army, dated the 
twentieth at Black-point. He informs that the count D'Eſta- 
1g would fail the next evening for Rhode-Iſland, being con- 
yinced from actual foundings that he could not enter his ſhips. 
He was anxioufly waiting the arrival of the Chimere, hut, at 
all events, meant to ſail at the time he mentions. The cr 
has agreed on ſignals with Mr. Hamilton. Immediately after 
This letter came to hand, my aid, Mr. Laurens, ſet out for Pro- 
vidence, having many things io communicate to general Sullivan 
upon the ſubject of his co- opefation, which neither time nor 
Propriety would ſuffer me to commit to paper. General Sulli- 
van is directed not to confine the number of his troops to five 
thouſand, but to augment it, if he ſhall judge it e, to in- 
{ure his ſucceſs. | 

I was informed by Mr. Laurens, that the count D'Eftaing! 's 
magazine of bread is not ſo large as he could wiſh, and that in 
the courſe of a few. weeks. he ſhall be in want. This circum- 
Rance I thought it right to mention: and I thould ſuppole that 
any quantity of biſcuit _ be eee in a little time at Phi- 


Wente 


- The incloſures, No. 2, are copies of three letters from n belf 
to the admiral.— I flatter myſelf that the preſent of ſtock which 


I directed for him on his firſt arrival, in behalf of the Mater, 


will be approved by Congreſs. 11 
The accounts from the weſtern frontiers of Tryon county are 


AikraLing, The ſpirit“of the e ſeems to be rouſed, at 


they 


oO 
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chey appear determined on miſchief and;havoc”in'every/quar- 
ter,—By a letter from governor Clinton, of the'twenty-firt, 
they have deftroyed 1 Andreas town,” and are 
marching towards the ſettlements on the weſt brauch ef the 
Delaware. | Theſe incurſions are extremely embarraſſing t our 


other affairs, and I think, will juſtiſy a'conclufion that fir Hen. 


o 


ry Clinton's intention was to operate up the North-river — 
Whether it may have changed with circumſtances” cantot be 
determined. e b e CE e eee 
I have detached the fourth Pennſylvania regiment and the 
remains of Morgan's corps, under lieutenant-colonel Butler, 
and alſo colonel Graham with a York ſtate regiment, to co- 
operate with the militia, and to check the Indians, if poſſible. 
Colonel Butler is an enterpriſing good officer, and well ac- 
quainted with the ſavage mode of warfare : and I am perſuaded 
whatever comes. within the compaſs of his force and abilities, 
will be done. ; ERTIES 


g 4” 


* * * 1 - ” 3" * 

a f 3 3 ; 
I have the honor to be, &c.  - „aW. 
n 1 * 2 ee N 50 207611, e 
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Suu, Head. Nuarters, White-Plains, July 25, Agb. 
THE baron De Steuben will have the honor of deliver- 


ing you this. I am extremely ſorry that this gentleman's fitua- 


tion and views ſcem to have determined him to quit the ſervice, 
in which he has been heretofore and is capable ſtill of being 


extenſively uſeful. - Some diſcontents, which aroſe among the 


officers on a&ount of the powers with which the office as at 
firſt veſted, induced me to arrange the duties of it upon a plan 
different from that on which it began. The moving ſtate of 
the army has for ſome time paſt, in a great degree, ſuſpended 
the exerciſe of the inſpectorate. When the troops marched 
from Brunſwic, the ſcarcity of general officers, - moſt of them 
being engaged with the court-martial either as members or 
witnefſes, - occaſioned my giving the baron a temporary com- 
mand of à divifion during the march. On our arrival near our 
preſent. encampment, I imended he ſhould relinquiſh this 
charge, and reſume his former office, for which puxpoſe a ge- 
notal order was accordingly iſſued. But I find that he is en- 
tirely difinclined to the meaſure, and reſolves not to continue 
in the ſervice unleſs he can hold an actual command in the 
line, KG e ab £407 
+. Juſtice concurring with inclination conſtrains me to teſtify 
#hat the baron has in every inſtance diſcharged the ſeveral 

Aſt = truſts 
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truſts repoſed in him with great zeal and ability, ſo as to give 
him-the ſulleſt title to my eſteem, as a brave, indefatigable, 
judicious, and experienced officer. —I regret there ſhould be a 
neceſſity that his ſervices ſhould be loſt to the amy: at the 
ſome time I think it my duty explicitly to obſerve to Congreſa, 
that his desire of having an actual and permanent command in 
the line cannot be complied with, without wounding the. feel- 
ings of a number of officers whole rank and merits give them 

every claim to attention; and that the doing it would be pro- 
ductive of much diflatisfattion and extenſive ill conſequences. 


This does not proceed from any perſonal objections on the part 


of thoſe officers againſt the baron :—on the contrary, mott of 
them, whom I have heard ſpeak of him, expreſs a high ſenſe of 
his military worth. It proceeds from motives of another na- 
ture, Which are too obvious to need particular explanation, or 
may be ſummed. up in this, that they conceive ſuch a ſtep would 
be. injurious to their eſſential rights and juſt expectations. 
That this would be their way of thinking upon the ſubje ct, I 
am fully convinced, from the effect which the temporary com- 
mand given him, even under circumſtances ſo peculiar as thoſe 
I, have mentioned, produced :—the ſtrongeſt ſymptoms of diſ- 
content appeared/upon. the occaſion. Bt len etta Wali 

I have the honor to be, &c. . W. 

—! i. 

FT HIS will be preſented to Congreſs by general Putnam. 
He arrived from Connecticut the day after 1 came into the 
neighborhood of this camp. — As I have nob received any veſo- 


lution of Congr. Is reſpecting the court of inquiry which they 


directed, and which was tranſmitted them, on the ſubject of the 
poſts in the Highlands taken laſt year, I am at a loſs in what 
point of view to conſider him. He wiſhes ſome deciſion in 
this inſtance; and his journey to Philadelphia is for that pur- 


poſe.—I have the honor to be, &c G. W. 
f - » Head-Quarters, White-Plains, Auguſt 3. 1778. 
1 0 myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs a cos 

py of a letter from general Knox, and of ſundry obiervations 

and remarks on the ordnance eitabliſhment of the eleventh of 

February, which I received about the time we marched from 
AS | Valley- 


greſs will be pleaſed to determine. 


— 
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Valley- Forge. Theſe would have been trauſmitted before Ad 


it⸗ hot been for the moving ſtate of the army, anda vuridt yi! 
other objects which engroiled. my attention We have found: 
by experience that ſome. inconveniences have reſulted fm xhe' 
ellablihment, which I conceive have proceeded /prineipatiy” 
from the total independence of the commitiſary«generab of ii. 
tary ſtores on the commanding officer of artillery. It ſeems 
ſame alterations are neceſſary: and What they ſhall be, Con- 
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It is not without reluctance that I am conſtrained to renew 


my impartunities on the ſubject of the committee of arrange. 


ment. The preſent unſettled ſtate of the army is productive 
of ſo much diſſatisfaction and confuſion, and. of ſuch a variety uf 
diſputes, that almoſt the whole of my time is now employed in 
finding temporary and inadequate expedients to quiet the minds 
of the officers, and keep buſineſs on a tolerable fort of footing. 
Not an hour paſſes without new applications and new com- 
plaints about rank: and, for want of a proper adjuſtment of 
this and many other eſſential points, our affairs are in a moſt 
irkſome and injurious train. We can ſcarcely. form 'a court“. 
martial or parade a detachment in any inſtance, without a Warm 
diſcuſſion on the ſubject of precedence; and there are ſeveral 
good officers now who are forced ta decline duty, to prevent 
diſputes, and their being commanded by others who upon eve- 
ry principle are their inferiors, unleſs their having obtained 


commiſſions before them (from the, opportunities they had of 


making earlier applications, from local circumſtances) ſhould 
be conſidered fufficient to give them a ſuperior claim. There 
are many other cauſes of diflatisfattion on this head: but I Will 
not enter into a minute relation of them. I fincerely wish that 
the gentlemen. appointed, or ſuch others as Congreſs may think 
proper to nominate for the occaſion, would immediately repair 
to camp: — the preſent opportunity is favorable for reducing | 
matters to ſyſtem and order; and, from painful experience; 1 
know there is an abſolute neceſſity for it. Sni 45 0 
_ I ſhould alfo hope that Congreſs will excuſe me for mention. 
ing again the neceſſity there is for appointing ſome brigadiers, 
The Maſſachuſetts, by the reſignation of general Learned, 
wants one: Pennſylvania, as general Hand is not here, has but 
one with the army: Maryland, which has two large brigades 
inthe field, has only general Smallwood; and the North. Caro- 
Iina troops, ſince the departure of general M“ Iatoſh, have been 
without any. — As I had taken the liberty upon a former occa- 
Gon to offer my ſentiments. to Congreſs and their committee 
| L | 1 | upon' 
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upon this ſubject, I ſhould not trouble them now, if I was not 
more and more convinced that the ſervice required promotions 
in this line. The frequent changes which take place amon; 
the officers, where there are no brigadiers, are attended 
gieat inconvenience and detriment; and they are an effedual 
bar to the introduction of diſcipline. In ſuch caſes, the officers 
know. that their command is but temporary, always liable to 
ceaſe; and therefore they do not find themſelves ſufficiently 
intereſted to promote order and ſubordination z nor will the 
reſt look up to them with that reſpect and deference which are 
eſſential. Every day's experience proves this, and ſhews be- 
yond queſtion that the affairs of a brigade can never be in a 
right train without a brigadier or ſome general officer to direct 
them. —It is certain theſe appointments, at the firſt view, will 
add a little to the liſt of expenſe : but in the end they will be 
a great faving, and produce many important advantages.—We 
are alſo a good deal diſtreſſed at this time for major-generals. 
However, as this ariſes more from the peculiar circumſtances 
and ſituation of many which prevent them from duty in the 
line, than from a deficiency in the number nnen 1 ſhall 
not add upon the occaſion. 

There is another branch of the army; which, in my opinion, | 
calls loudly for the appointment of a general officer, and this is 
the cavalry.— For want of à proper regulating head in this 
corps, the whole has been in confuſion, and of but very little 
ſervice; whereas, under a right management, it might be moſt 
uſeful. Ihe principal officers in it do not harmoniſe; which 


_ <ircumitance, with their diſputes: about rank, would (were 


there no other objections) effectually prevent. the corps from 
rendering the public the ſervices they have a right to expect, 
and uf which it ſhould be capable. To promote any gentleman 
no in ĩt to a general command, would not be acquieſced in by 
the reſft,—nor do I know that any of them with it and it 
avauld increaſe their miſunderſtanding, and, of courſe, diforder. 
'1 mean to draw all the horſe immediately together, when [_ 
*truſt they will be under the direction of a general officer 
Pointed - by Congreſs for the purpoſe. Who he ſhall be, will 
remain ſolely with them to determine, However, I will take 
the liberty to add that he (hould be intelligent, active, atten- 
tive; and, as far as I can judge, general Cadwallader or gene- 
ral Reed would fill the poſt with great honor and advantage; 
though it would ſeem, from the ſeat the latter has taken in 
Congreſs, and from his late appointment to the council of Penn- 


Dia- as if he had declined every military view. The abi- 
10 ties 
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lties of theſe gentlemen, as well as hie attachment, are ge- 
nerally known; and I am led to believe that either weuld be 
as acceptable to the corps as any perſon that can be found! In- 
deed I have learned as much from two of the colonels. 
I have been waiting with the moſt impatient anxiety to kar 
a D'Eftaing's arrival at Rhode-Iſland ; but as yet I have 
not been ſo happy. My laſt intelligence from: thence is a let. 
ter from general Sullivan, dated at ten o 'clock in the forenoon 
of the twenty-ſeventh, when he had no advice of the fleet.—- 
He was in high ſpirits; and, from the preparation in which 
matters were, he entertained the mat flattering hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs in tho intended enterpriſe.— The brigades of Varnum and 
Glover, with Jackſon's — would arrive; I expect, on 
the ſecond inſtant. e 
As the army was encamped, and thivs was no great ref 
of a ſudden removal, I judged it adviſable te ſend general 
Greene to the eaſtward on wedneſday laſt, being fully perſuad- 
ed his ſervices, as well in the quarter- maſier hne as in the field, 
would be of material importance in the expedition againſt che 
enemy in that quarter. He is intimately acquainted with the 
whole of that country, and beſides he has an extenſive intereſt 
and influence in it. And, in juſtice to general Greene, I take 
occahion to obſerve that the public is much indebted to him 
for his judicious managenent and active exertions in his preſent 
department. When he entered upon it, he found it in a molt 
confuſed, diſtracted, and deſtitute ſtate. This, by his conduct 
and induſtry, has undergone a very happy change, and ſuch as 
enabled us with great facility to make a ſudden move with the 
whole army and baggage from Valley- Forge in purſuit of the 
enemy, and to perform a march to this place. In a word, he 
has given the moſt general ſatisfaction, and bis affairs carry 
much the face of method and ſyſtem.— I alſo conſider it as au 
act of juſtice to ſpeak of the conduct of colonel Wadſworth, 
commiſſary-general. He has been indefatigable in his exer- 
tions, to provide for the army; and, ſince his appointment, our 
lern of proviſion have been good and ample. 4 | 
Auguſt 4.-=At ſeven o'clock in the evening yeſterday, 1 re 
ceived the incloſed letter from general Sullivan, with one ad- 
dreſſed to myſelf, a copy of which I do myſelf the pleaſure of 
— I am exceedingly happy in the arrival, 
that things wear ſo pleaſing an aſpect, * Is; 
chere is another ſubject on which 1 muſt take the libetty of 
-dreling Congreſs, which is that of the clothier's department. 
e 6 ſatisfied, that, unleſs. this very- important and- 
If intereſting 
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intereſling . put under beter denn, 5 army will 


ney, bed. I I believe both. officers and men. 
11 777 is e. latter, — ane — indonveniences _ 


wg? 4 0 this has not- fry more from a real — of -avti> 
Es, than a want of proper exertions and provident manage. 
mant te progure them. — It is eſſential that ſomething ſiquld 
5 Be done, and immediately, to place the department on a bettet 
ſogting. We have now a great many men entirely deftitute of 
vi and, breeches, and I ſuppoſe not lefs than a fourth or fifth 

the whole here who are without thoes. From the deficien- 
cies In; this line, numbers of deſertions have proceeded, not to 
mention deaths; and, what is ſtill worſe, the troops which re- 
main, and ſee themſelves i in rags, want that ſpirit and pride ne- 


l #5 


| cojlary to conititute the ſoldier. 


I have been informed by ſeveral officers, and by ſack as I 


can depend on, that many of the late draughts are willing and 


defirous of enliſting during the war. I do not conceive. tayfelf 
at Tibert ty to give direction on the point, and therefore ſubmit 
it to, Congreſs to decide. However, if they can be engaged fot 
the uſual bounties allowed by the continent, after proper pre- 
cautions are taken to prevent fraud, 1 think the meaſure; will 
be expedient.— It is true, our alfairs have an agreeable afpe&t 
at preſent : but the war may continue, and we—want men. A 
third of the time of ſome of them, and a half in the cafe.of 
others, is already expired; and, as they will rite in their views, 
and become more difficult in propontion as their ſervice draws. 
to a concluſion, —if the ſtep is conſidered advifable, the ſooner 
we attempt to enliſt, the berber in, all DER will en work- 

ceed. 4 VS (6 
„r the honor to be. S. 5 ä | hs 6. W. 
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YESTERDAY -afterzoon 1 had the honor to receive: 
your favor of the thirtieth ultimo. Major Gibbs is now at 
Rhode-Iſland. I ſhall embrace the firſt ſafe opportunity to 
tranſmit him your letter and the commiſſion with nn Con- 
refs have been pleaſed to nonor him. 

Since my letter of the third and fourth inſtant, 1 have re- 
cei ved no advices from general Sullivan, ſo that l ean give no 
ibtorcgtion of our operations againſt the enemy in the eaſtern 
quattex. ah an: told . militia of Maflachuſetts and: Con- 


necticut 
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dend ever collecting fan, 107 proce in £6 be E Vim. 
I have the pleaſure to acquaint Corigrefs that 15 eneral 


Lincoln arrived here yeſterday, and that he is bappily fo far 
- x&eovered r- ** wound, as to be able to take 2 
in the line. 

The ineloſed bepet From! New-York eine sd laſt ni be. 
It contains an account of the fire which unfortunitely. bro 
out in che city on ſunday night, and of the damage which was 
 vecaſione by it. It alfo contains the lateſt advices that I Have 
ſeen, from Britaia, and fuch as appear to be oa key 


* T have "ay honor do oped Sc. 1 G. W. 
Sis, 3 Camp, dugaft 5, 7 ten ealook, B. 44. 


SINE 1 had the honor of addreſſing you to-day, { re- 
e letters from count. D*Eftaing, and my aid, lieutenant- 
colonel Laurens. © Theſe contain the lateſt adviees I have from 
Rliode-Ifland, —of which I do myſelf the . of tranſmit. 
Ling copies -by this conveyance. 
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* TAKE the Uberty of tranſmitting to Congreſs 5 iy in- 
cloſed letter which I juſt now received from the paymaſt 
neral. They wilt perceive by it that the Aar ban is 28. 
tirely exhauſted, aud that a third of the army 2 55 unpaid 
for the months of April and May. The importance and he- 
ceſſity of an immediate and e will at once appeaf; 
and I am perſuaded it will be rde red and forwarded with all 
poſſible expedition. 5 

Since I had the honor of writing by colonel Heth on Lundy 
laſt, IT have not received an 77227 from Rhode- Llland. 


1 have the honor to be, 5 5 S8. W. | 
Ay... We White-Plains, 9 137 1998. 


+ Nav the honor to tranſmit you à letter froth general 
Sullivan, Which, from the tardineſs of the expreſſes, is but fult 
come to hand. 1 fuppoſe it gives Congreſs the ſame informa- 
tion communicated to me: but, left there ſhould be any Parti- 

Vor. II. K K culars 
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175 tic hed i in- his letter to me which may net be;rontoin- 
one to 405 I. am Induced to e ny che latter 
nt 8, COPY . of the f ormer. M03 ee dh 
541 d P ers ſent from Congreſs to head! -quatters, ud eturg- 
ed, teſpecting the caſe of major- general St. Clair, will be want- 
off once, as It is Fe his ba will new vary Wee 
come on. 
= beg) you will Ls the trouble I give you in teqiaiting 
You. will fayor me, in your next, with copies of the reſolve of 
5 for raiſing the regiment of — + illery in Virginia and 
appointin » colonel Harriſon to the command of it, — and of an- 
other, paſſed the latter end of ſeventy-ſix, for raiſing three bat - 
talions of continental artillery. Some difputes about rank have 
axiſen, which make theſe reſolutions neceſlary ; „ and it en 
„chat my papers of that period are abſent. 
With the utmoſt reſpect, I have the honor to be. Se. G G. W. 
8. [ requeſt you will be lea to bernard the incloſed 
5 Ar. We 8 delay. $401, e eee 
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4iſh lines, and come in to us. The account they give of them- 
ſelves is this, that they had been firſt lieutenauts in the Heſſian 

a corps, were taken priſonets at I renton, reſided during their 
tivity at Dumfries in Virginia, were lately exchanged, and 
xe! ſince reſigned their commiſſions :—that having ſolicited per- 
miſſion to come out from the enemy, and refuſed, they deter- 
2 to leave them at all hazards, and have now put their de- 
gn! in execution. — The circumſtances. of their arenen. are 
known to feveral officers in our army. '< 424 
10 are deſirous of entering into our ſervice, obleivigs that 
19g ere are'a number of German officers in the ſame diſpoſition 
_ 13 themſelves, who will refign and Join us, if they find that 
was. e meet with proper countenance.— It appears to — 
d ortant advantages may attend the encouraging E dif 
this nature (if it really exiſts, —which is fare wei im- 


1 


1 b e] rom the influence it will neceffarily have upon the 
Ry. foldjery = by, increaſing , that ſpirit of Klette and dilcontent 
y 1 44% prevails among then. 
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eee aer of the b employing th 
-gentlemen,--Lhaye. been thinking in what manner ft tight be 
done 3\and the mode leaſt exceptivnable; Wich at 1 Se- 
curs-to me, is to authoriſe them to raiſe a corps for therſglves, 
by enliſting ſuch German inhabitants, and ſuchdeſerters from the 
foreign pops, as may be willing to engage. The corps at ft, 
as it is only by way of experiment, nerd not be large, but may 
be afterwards increaſed as. circumſtances ſhall point out.” This 
meaſure, I apprehend, cannot be attended with any material ia- 
convenience, and may be productive of utility. If the gentle⸗ 
men are employed at all, it muſt be in a new corps, as they 
could not be introduced into any of thoſe already farmed, with- 
out injuring the officers in them, aud producing difſatisfactlon, 
-vrmurs; and reſignationn. 
I have ſounded them on the plan here ſuggeſted, ' and” they 
ſeem to be very ſanguine in its ſueceſs, and anxious to undertake 
it, —They expect ſome augmentation in rank; and ihdged it 
ſeems neceſſary, in order the more. effectually to intereſt others 
to follow their example: but caution ſhould be uſed not fo tar- 
ry the idea too far; becauſe, -befides other weighty conſidera- 
tions, the higher the rank conferred on them, the more difficult 
it will be to provide for thoſe who may hereafter come to us, 
and who will of 'courſe frame their expectations by compariſon. 

I have the honor to be, &c, 8 | 35 J. W. 

P. S. An additional grade, to the rank they held in the corps 

they come from, will, in my opinion, be ſuffetent. 
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| by captain Riley, to tranſmit to Congreſs the proceedi 
. the court- martial i the caſe of maſor- general Lee. 
5 Ihe incloſed papers comprehend a requeſt by general Phil- 
lips for an officer to go to Canada by way of the lakes, on the 
t ſubject of clothing for the convention troops. I do hat con- 
; . ,gejue myſelf at liberty to anſwer general Heath upon the point, 
vdo referred it to me; and requeſt that Congreſs will A we 
l with their direction as ſoon as they conveniently can, that I may 
enable him to ſatisfy general Phillips reſpectigg it. 


: uhave not received a fingle tittle of intelligence fromt Rede- 
29 | 2 3 183 e 7Zift To 

J .: Iland ſince general , Sullivan's letter of the tenth, x copy of 

. > Whick I tranſmitted in mine of the thirteenth. I am exfitme- 

ly anxious to hear from thence, and of count D- ERaing ſafe 
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arrival in port: the moment. L do, : aa go.m ug the honor 


tojadviſe Congreſs, 4 1 
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' n its . fa 3 1 7468. AS & | . 4d 3 bb 233 doids 
| news 5 A IK Fu — | | 1 e 
. 3 Head-Quartere, WbitesPlaine, 4. 16 „4778. „ 


ANCE 1 bad the honor of addreſſing you. to-day, 3 | 
4 Riley, I received a letter from general Sullivan, a copy of 
which you have incloſed. From this it appears the count D'- 
Eſtaing had not returned with his ſqusdron on the thirteenth 
Rn, and there is reaſon to fear, from the violence of the 
weather ever fince, that he bas not yet got in.— This accident 
Ras much deranged our views, and I ſhall be happy if it does 
not totally defeat our enterpriſe againſt Khode-Ifland.—1 feel 
much for the count. He has been peculiarly unfortunate in the 
N e of ſeveral untomard circumſtances to fruſtrate his 

ans. 
q The letter addrefled to ou Accompavied mine ſay general - 
Sullivan. They were both delivered at the ſame. inſtant 41nd 
through inadvertence I broke the teal o 2 bo gs had 
. I it, I diſcovered the miltake ; 5 and the contents 7 DAL 3 
ha, th, This relation, 1 HY; will #pologile for the E mea, 
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I DO myſelf the honor toxrattfmit 3 you a copy of Arend 
FP general Sullivan, dated the ſevensenth inſtant, which: 1 
juſt now received, with the letter inclofed.—It appears that 
count D'Eſtaing was ſtill out with his fleet, but yet that the 

general was in high ſpirits, and in the ſtrongeſt bopes of ſucceſs. 
7 flatter myſelf they are well grounded, and that in che courſe: 
of a few days | he will announce the entire reduction of, the-enes;. « 
my's force on the iſland. r. l S8 
The declaration reſpecting governor Jobaftoa has been ſent 
by a flag to the Britiſh commiſſioners. 5 Cin oeni 2 nl 
F have the honor to a &c. rods hes bo {EI en 
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Sun, . ok "Has Ebenen, WhitePlaine, AD, WL, 
** YOUR favor of the ſixteenth, i the fe IE e 


3 it referred, came duly to hend: on wedneſday afternoon. 
I this minute. received from general Sullivan the — I have 
nau the. honor gt forwarding you, with one addreſſed to myſelf. 
A copy of the latter is alſo ine luſed.— The general ſeems to 
have been near the enemy's lines, and on the point af apeniug 
all his batteries. Things appear ta be in a promiſing train 
By advices from an officer of rank and intelligenee who is 
ſtationed with a party in Manmouth county, I am informed that 
ſixteen ſhips entered the Hook an the. feventcenth,—one- have 
ing a fag; aud that, on that 50 the FIR day, a heavy 


cattionade was heard at ſe. oth 
Eee the hanor to be, Se. e e ee EO. 
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by we 0 a the honor of ae to abe 9 in: 


im the Ika 1776. 2 hs Yang which are ö Kargd i. in it are e genen 
10 try true; and I cannot but feel myſelf exceedingly interefigd 
avotof theſe gentlemen. The conduct of this whole corgs, 
hl Fort: Wathimyton was attacked, is ſogenerally known and 
approved, that it is almoſt anvecefſary to add upon the ſubject. 
However I think it but juſtice to obſerve that every repreſent- 
ation of that days tranſaction gave them the hĩgheſt credit. 
They fought with a degree of veteran bravery ; and, though 


but a handful, they maintained their ground a conliderable.timr, | 


not witkſtanding the moſt vigorous efforts to force them. "AN 

who were ſpectators upon the occaſion have declared this; and 

the enemy themſclves have not refuſed them applouſe. _ |... 
It ſeems hard that officers of their merit ſhould be overlook» : 


ed, and à loſs to the ſervice that they ſhould remain unem- 


pleyad hut the conſequences that would attend their i ALA 
ration with any of the corps now exiſting appear top diſagreę 

able, to try the experiment. Colonel e 1 * IS 
the information 1 have had, does not incline, to gi A789 > 
neſs to the line of the army, and. would rather 2 a Un 
part of it againft the Indians, in caſe he could be provided for 
in that way, Captain Beall, who is charged with this, will be 
able inform Congreſs more fully r 1 cag of the withes o 
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he colonel aud the reſt of bis officers; and his account may 
lead perhaps to ſome ſuitable and practicable proviſion for them. 
As have öbſerved before, they are men who deſerve well of 
their country. only mention the Maryland officers upon this' 
-vecafion, becauſe that part of the corps which came from Virgi- 
nia was provided for by the ſtate in their preſent arrangement, 
as þ hive been credibly- ad viſ .. 
Mr. Rawlings was never in the complete and actual command 
of the regiment under his direction as colonel, becauſe he never 
obtained a commiſſion : but he became entitled to it accordin 
to the then common rule of promotion by the death of colone 
Stephepſon, and the non- acceptance of colonel Morgan who 
vas appointed to it. Of the latter circumſtance. Mr. Rawlings, 
I am; perſuaded, was never appriſed, as it was kept a ſecret from 
an apprehenſion that the enemy might claim an officer of the 
rank of colonel in exchange for Morgan who was then a prifon- 
er on parole, if his promotion came to their knowledge. —Ma- 
or Williams of the Maryland part of the corps was appointed 
by the ſtate to one of her regiments now in the field, and is the 


only officer in his predicament I know of, that they arranged. 
3 11 1 TIE? £246) 2 * * 5 


T have the honor to be, &. 


ee 
7 «- 


_ Sin, _ Head-Quarters, White-Plains, Aupuſt 24, 1 778. 
1 HAD yeſterday the honor to receive your favor of the 
twentieth inſtant.—I take the liberty of tranſmitting you a co- 
py of a letter which this minute came to hand from general 
Sullivan, adviſing of the count D*Eftaing's arrival. He omit- 
ted to incloſe the admiral's letter to which he refers; and there- 
fore I can give no further intelligence than what the copy con- 
tains. From the ſuffering of the fleet, the ſtorm muit have been 
" Eextetdingly-{evere at ſ e. ner 
I alfo iacloſe two York papers of the nineteenth and twenti- 
eth. l heſe mention an engagement off Sandy-Hook on the ſix- 
teenth. It could only have been partial on the ſide of the French 
{ſquadron at any rate, as the Languedoc and the ſeventy-four- 
gun ſhips muſt have loſt their maſts before that time. It would 
' ſeem by the account given in the papers, that the Iſis and ſome 
other ſhips on the part of the enemy had been damaged. 
have the honor to be, kae. G. W. 
e ; 5 | n ö 
Ann 
vt Head. 


* * 
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Oo AL LETTERS, FT 
RA. n 5 f rial Quarters, 5 White:Phiins, Auger 25, * 1 778. 


10 i: z4NCLOSED. vou will be pleaſed tojzeceive 2 copy of a 
letter of the twenty: third infant from general Sullivan,, whish 
N to hand about half after three o clock this morning With 
ſeyeral papers: to which it refers, copies of which are, al;o 
tranſmitted. By theſe, Congreſs will perceive our praſyec}s 
ate changed with reſpect to the operations againſt Rhode- 
- Iſland; and that the iſſue, as, things are now circumſtanced. 
whether we look to 2 continustion of the ſiege, to an immedi- 
ate attack, or a retreat, - muſt be attended ith great dithcul- 
ty and. riſk. —I truſt the wiſeſt meaſures wall be e and 
1 will hope for the. beſt. „ e 
I have the honor to be, Sc. _ 1 W. 
P. 8. General Sullivan, 1 think, muſt be under a miſtake as 
to the amount of the relief which the enemy had. attempted, to 
give from Vork. —I have uſed every poſſible means to gain in- 
: $armation. from time to time on this head; and I never could 
dean, eitler ſiom deſerters or others who had been 1 in the city, 
that any troops: had emharked ſince the reinforcement ſent. up 
. he Sound long ago, el eas bs to act in the Hens as 
marine 
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ſs29908al; i OULD take the. liberty ps Congress that — 
nel Armand is come to camp with his cor ps, and has applied to 
me ſor commiſſians for his officers.— By the re ſolu tion for efta- 
chliſhing the corps, it was to be olficered out of tl e foreigners 
then; commiſſioned in our ſervice, who; were, not pile could be 
provided for in any of the regiments. | Inſtead of this, there 
gare only three officers in the corps Who before held any com- 
miſſions in, our ſervice, viz. lieutenant-colonel Vrigney,, and 
| * .copfaing Mercley and Shafner. The twa laſt were only. lieu- 
tenauts, and are now appointed to captaincies, contraty (it 
v-ſarmg.ta. me) to the ſpirit and intention of the reſalution. „ 55 
As, colonel Armand has departed from his ie un ich 
muſt, govern me, I am not authoriſed to ne e.commiſhons 
che rrequires, and am therefore under the necel Mx troubling 
Congreſs with the arrangement of the corps, No. 1, as it now 
actually ſtands for their conſideration and deciſion.— The colo- 
nel founds his deviation from the reſolve upon ſome verbal in- 


timation 
i * 
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262 GENERAL WASHINGTON 
. that the part in queſtion would not bes ins 


1 would alſo take the Uberty to mention that geterzl Du 
Portail lately delivered me a memorial, in which, among other 
mings, he tepreſents that he had made an agret mem with Con- 
grels at his firſt appointment, that neither himſelf not the other 
gentlemen with bim thoold be commanded by any of the engi- 
neers who had preceded them in our army. I could not hut 
anfwer that the commiſſions of officers were the only rule of 
2 and mand 1 had to Judge by 3 and, while others 
id fauperior appointments, I muſt "confider then accordingly 
in the coutſe of ſervice. | He gave me the incloſed letter to 
you upon the ſubject, and is extremely anxious to have the 
mattet placed upon a certain footing: and, no doubt, it will be 
for the good and tranquility of the ſervice that the claim be 
determined as ſperdily as poſſible owe way or the other. At 
the ſame time I think it tight to obſet ve that it cannot be 
expetted - that colonel Coſciuſto, who has been u good white | 
an this line, and conducted himfelf with reputation and fatis- 
Faction, will conſent to act in a ſubordinate — > $35 
of the: French gentlemen ab 1 oo Fortail. 


e 1 had the denen of aerjting you on tho — ——— in- 
Arg, L have not received a ſingle line from general Sullivan. 
The only intelligence I have from the eaſtward is from mon- 
Reur Poutjobeau- This gentlemen left Rhode- Iſland the en- 
ty- ſeventh, and arrived about two hours ago in camp. From 
him 1 learn that our people were ſtill on t * ifland ; that it 
was generally thought they had made effectual proviſion for 
2 retreat in cafe of exigency ; that in the evening of that day 
he met monſieut Preville, an officer helonging to the Langue- 
| doe, at Providence, going with diſpatches: to general Sullivan, 

hs informed him that the French fleet had got into Boſton, 
He further. adds that monfieur Calome who was in compa 
wirh him at Providence, and who had more converſation wi 
monſeur Preville than he himſelf had, told him that monfieur 
Preville ſaid count D*Eftaing had ſalted or was on the point of 


failing again for Rhode-Iſland with ten bh of thy line and -” 


ien. 078. | 12 
17 3 the kotwor to be, &c. | . . W. 
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1 | Head:Qyarters, White-Plainj, September. f. IS 577% 
** eleven o N i 

0:04 1. DO myſelf "the boner of: tranſmitting! you a copy of a 

letter I this minute received from general Sullivan. I conprit- 

tulate Congreſs on the repulſe of the enemy, and only wiſh our 

troops may be able to effect a 1etreat, which ſeems the moſt 

eligible meaſure they can putſus in ow dee rr * 


* „ + 
1 have the honor to be, sie. F e 1-4 bi 6. W. 
oþ Sin, ae e Whi-Plains, Sept. 4, 1778. 


* ThaS HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the 
woneyteijghth and that of the thirtieth e with _ ſcveral 
men to Which they refer. enn. 
Congreſs may rely that I will uſe every poſſible means in 
my power to conciliate any differences that may have ariſen in 
conſequence of the count D' Eſtaing's going to Boſton, and to 
pre vent a publication of the proteſt upon the occaſion eve 
ral days before the receipt of the reſolution, I had written to 
the eaſtward, urging" the neceſſity of harmony, and the expedi- 
ency of affording the admiral every aſſiſtance to refit his thips. 
This I repeated after the refolution came to hand; and I Have 
alſo: taken opportunity to requeſt all the general officers, here 
to place the matter in the moſt Wann en uy view whene- 
ver they hear it mentioned. 
The five hundred” guineas, whith Congteſs:» were: ple 
order, came ſafe to hand, and ſhall be appropriated to the pur - 
poſes they intended, and as the exigency of the ſetvice may re- 
quire.— For want of ſupplies of this fort, we have been very 
deficient in intelligence in many important and intereſting 
points. In ſome caſes, no conſideration in paper money has 
been found ſufficient to effect even an engagement to pro- 
cure it: and, where it has been otherwiſe, the terms of ſer- 
vice, on account of the depreciation, have been high, it not ex- 
orbitant. 5 
The deſign of the enemy, as to their ode uhe/vemente, re- 
main yet entirely [in the dark}: but the expectation of cheir 
leaving the continent is daily decreafing. The hurricane ſea- 
fon ſeems oppoſed to their going to the Weſt-Lndies ; and the 
paſſage to Europe in a little time will become more and more 
| . r Beſides theſe, there is another circumſtance, of 
Vol. II. * ſome 
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264: GENERAL: WASHINGTON. 


fame; weight, if true, to induce a belief that they mean ſt 
Irfappe gars by the papers that part of the regiments lately rails 
ed/{in;Britain; axe ordered to Halifax. If the troops here were 
Intended to he recalled, it would ſeem that ſome of them would. 
bes ſent to reinforce that gartiſon ſooner, than troops from. Eng! 
lagd or Scotland; and hence I think it may be. preſumed that. 
another dampaign will take place i in America, eſpecially if ad- 
mi tion are ene in their ties from the 
commiſſion. [4 lie 
Where the theatre of war may be, muſt be a matter of con- 
jecture. But, as it is an acknowledged fact that an army act- 
ing in the eaſtern ſtates muſt derive flour for its ſupport from 
thoſe more weſtern, I ſubmit to Congreſs the expediency, and, 
in my opinion, the neceſſity, of eſtabliſhing, without loſs of 
time, magazines. of this article at convenient places f removed 
from the Sound) in Connecticut and Maſſachuſetts. I am the 
more induced to with an early conſideration of chi point, as, 
by a ſudden move of the army, (ſhould events make it neceſſa- 
ry) the departments of commiſſary and quarter- maſter would 
be greatly diſtreſſed. Nor would ſuch magazines, I ſhould 
imagine, be attended with any conſiderable loſs, though the ar- 
my ſhould not operate in that quarter, as the flour would an- 
ſwer occaſionally for our ſhipping, and the ſurp;us might a in all 
probability be otherwiſe readily diſpoſed f. bf 
ok take the liberty of tranſmitting to Congreſs: l * 
received from the reverend Mr. Tetard. From the certificates. 
anne xod to it, he appears to be a man of great merit; 3 and from, 
every account, he has ſuffered in the extreme in the preſent, 
conteſt. His attachment, ſervices, and misfortunes, ſeem to 
give him a claim to a generous notice: : but, according to the 
new eſtabliſhment of the army, it is not in my power to make. 
any proviſion for him. I therefore recommend his caſe weer 9 
attention and conſideration of Congrels.. | 
Si d'cloct, P. M. =I this minute received a letter y a 
2 Sullivan. of which the incloſure, No. 2, is a copy. L 
all be exceedingly happy if a perfect reconciliation has taken 
place between bim and the count and all the officers.— His 
letter will ſhew ſome of the reaſons that led to the proteſt, and 
that it was the hope of eur officers that it would have operated 
as aguftification.to the admiral, to return againſt the fentiments 
of;his gduncil, eſpecially as it coincided (as it is laid). with his 
oven inclination.ä— I ag theſe reaſons from another hand She. 


Gi 2 1 Lenke came, | ee rnd 


Sep babe 
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, September 5. II vas duly honored yeſterday evening with* 
y6ur favor of the'thirty-firſt ultimo. Though it is not expfHeff. 
ed in the reſolution of that date that any other bounty is tobe 
given to the men who engage for three years or during the war, 
than twenty dollars, I ſhall take it for granted they are tore 

_ etive the uſual allowances of clothing and land. There are ſe- 
veral continental troops whoſe time of fervice wiW expire at 
the end of the fall or during the winter. I ſhall conſider theſe” 
within the meaning and operation of the reſolve, though they 
are not mentioned; and ſhall direct every neceſſary meaſure to 
be taken to re-üliſt hben, a 05 troitint - ore th 

From the exorbitant ſtate, town, and ſubſtitute bounties, 1 
am very doubtful whether twenty dollars will be found ſuffiei- 
ent to engage ſo great a proportion either of the draughts or 
continentals, as was at firſt apprehended. Our failure in the 
enterpriſe againſt Rhode-Iſland will have its weight; and every 
day, from the approach of the fall and winter, will add new 
difficulties; As it is à work of the moſt eſſential importance, 


P 
FP 


I'will order it to be begun the the inftant the money-arrives : - 77 
| and, leſt, on experiment, the fam ſhould. prove too ſmall, I: 4 
would ſubmit it to Congreſs whether it will not be expedient: =—_ | 
to'pals' another reſolve; abthoriſing a further bounty of ten dol- 8 
lars, to be uſed as circumſtances may make it neceſſary. This #Y 
can remain a ſecret, and will not be carried into execution but Wy 
in caſe of evident neceſſity. I feel very much intereſted upon WA 
the occaſion, and have ſubmitted this mode, that there may "1 
not be the leaſt poſſible delay in attempting to engage the men ME 
under a ſecond expedient if the firſt ſhould not ſucceed; — The 7:8 
articles of clothing and blankets ſhould alſo employ the utmoſt 1 
attention to provide them : we are now in great want, particu- A 
larly of the latter; there not being leſs than actually 28 
wanted at this moment. oj EOD1q Ne M10 
I have the honor to be, &c. | SG. W. Ml. 
P. 8. The return of blankets has not come in; and there- 18 
fare I cannot aſcertain the deficiency by this conveyance. '-/' 1 
410 A. 35-4544 44%, K e | ITY ey. 007 14628 1 
Sin, . _ » Head:Quarters, White-Plains, September 4, 1 77 7 | 1/8 
I HAD the pleaſure to hear this morning, by a letter 7360 
from general Sullivan, of the thirty-firſt ultimo, that he hal! bi 
effected a retreat to the main, the preceding night, wirhour Wil 
any loſs either of men or ſtores. As he has written to Con- 1 j 


greſs fully upon the ſubject, and I feel their anxiety to hear 
, it, 
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3t; I ſiraſt not detain major Morris longer ue to ee et 
1 think the retreat a — fortunate, Incky, a 
event. 0937 1.5 21 11 3-1 
15 Major Morris 9 me be has wad that lord — 
off Boſton with his fleet: and it appears by a New- Vork paper 
of the ſecond, that rear admiral Parker arrived at Sandy- Hock 
on this) day week-with Gx ſbips of the line, of rr” Au four 
-each,—which-.is corroborated by other accounts.—-TI 
tranſmitted the intelligence to his excellency count D'Eſtaing 
yeſterday and the day before, as it acquired more and more 
the appearance of certainty, —as I have regularly done n 
occurrence intereſting to his fleet and our operations. | 


Wh ow * honor to be; &e. e wathu; Late” G. W. 
1 1 e 3 Atl 
"v6 * Head Quarters, lub. Plains, Sept. J, 1778, 


I TAKE the liberty of laying before Congreſs thei in- 
cloſed copies of a paragraph and ſchedule contained in a letter 
from general Heath, which I lately received. Theſe will ap! 
priſe Congreſs, if they are not already informed, of the ſupplies 
of proviſion and wood wanted by the count D'Eſtaing, and 
will naturally lead to a conſideration of the ways and means to 
be purfued for furniſhing them as ſoon as poſſibde.. 

Since I had the honor of addreſſing you on the ſourth: abs 
Sith inſtant, I have obtained a return of the blankets which are 
now. ming This, and the faſt approach of the fall, will 
ſuggeſt the neceſfity of the moſt vigorous exertions being uſad 
to procure them. Not a night will ue from a time withs 


out the foldiers feeling the want, th 92 
I have the honor to be, Kc. ; :G. . 
Sa, 5 n White. Plain, gar. 12, 3770 


0 myſelf the honor of returning to Congreſs the re- 

ort of their committee on the ſubject of an infpetorſhip 
(tzanſmitted i in your letter of the twentieth. ultimo, which was 
not received tili the thirty-firſt), with ſuch obſervations as have 
oceurred to, me in conſidering the matter, and which I have 
made with a freedom that I truſt will be agreeable to Congreſs. 
I iin it had been in my power to have returned it before: but: 


the (intervention of a N of other important buſineſs from 
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time to time abliged me to n a concluſion upon theipoints 
til veſterday. FRIES 27 4 $5724 1 lt Enid! L 

Thave already, in my letter of the deere Ard of July, de- 
livered my ſentiments upon the conſequences that would attend 
tba baron Stenben's being appointed to an actual and 'potran> 
nebt command in the line; and therefore I will not trouble 
Cangreſs with a repetition of them. However, I will take the 
Lberty: to add that I am more and more convinced that what I 
then ſaid upon che occafion- was well founded; and that I am 
certain ſuch 2 meaſure will produce at leaſt infinite diſcomonts 
and diſquietudes among the general officers. 

I have alſo: had the honor to receive your favor of the afin 
inſtants with the ſeveral papers to which it refers. Theſe ſhall 
have my attention as far as praQticable.—I hope all the confe- 
derate troops are on the march from Philadelphia; and, if they 

e not, that immediate order will ” given for — Janduy 

je army: 

The incloſed copy of a letter nw ee Sulbefa, of the 
tenth! inſtant, witt-inform-Congreſs that the enemy have not re- 
linquiſhed their burning plans, and that in this way they have 
deſtroyed r e ſtores, 1 ne, at and near Beds 


— . >, ＋ 
Hh ; Hon dn Ih nene e 


a3 yp rr on wedneſday; aig ebat a body a them, con : 
ſiſting of four or five thouſand,” under general Grey, had made 


a lauding in that quarter, and were intrenching. In conſequence 
of : this, and from an apprehenſion that general Clinton might 
poſſibly: mean to operate to the eaſtward, and form ſome proje& 
in concert with lord Howe againit the count D*Eftaing's'fqua- 

don, I determined to move the troops from this ground to 
rear poſition, better calculated to afford ſupport to the works 
on the North- river, in caſe an attempt ſhould be made againſt 
them, and at the ſame time more convenient for forw arding de- 
tachments to the eaſtward, if the enemy point their operations 
that way. 

J was the more ed 4 to come to this determination as ao 
of the accounts from New-York ſeemed to lead to a belief, as 
they ſtill do, that a confiderable movement was and is in con 
templation, if not an entire evacuation of the city, and this 
water. - Beſides theſe reaſons, the principal objects tor taking 
poſt here do not now exiſt, One was to create every poſßhle 
jealauſy in favor of the expedition againſt Rhode-Iſland ; ano 
ther the conſuming the forage within its vicinity and towards 
Kiogibridge.: Ihe former is now e and the latter ima great 
degree accompliſhed. ] 

i have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


2 Hacad- 
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4528 the: tis tem vir 2. 0-03 nel r 
Heh e een, nean F eee are 23, 8 17 mute 


1. Ant ins 


OY - PEST 
, oo a ö bie Nel 1 18 


SINCE I had we a of 3 you on the ne 
rnſtanty: [have received your ſeveral favors of the tenth, twelfth 
and fixteenth, with the reſolutions to which they allude; . 
tranſmitted the Britiſh commiſſioners the reſolve of the fourth 
inſtant reſpecting the convention troops the morning after it 
came to hand, and alſo wrote to fir Henry Clinton upon the 
e of paſſports, —I have not received his anſwer. 

With reſpe& to the magazines, I have diteQed the commiſ- 
Gry to form them on the inland communication from hence to 
Boſton, at proper intervals. The twenty thouſand barrels of 
flour that Congreſs have ordered to be purchaſed will be a vas 
lyable addition, if they can be tranſported by water: but it 
ſeems to me there will be great riſk of its being loſt, if it is ſent' | 
by ſea while the enemy have a ſuperior fleet 'on- our conſt,” . 

As the campaign is not cloſed yet, all our cavalry ure of uſe. 
Arhey lie in the neighborhood of the enemy's poſts, for the 
purpoſe of reſtraining their parties, and for obtaining and giving 
intelligence of the enemy's movements; and they are ſubſiſted 
upon the forage which would otherwiſe be expoſed to them. 
Jam ſenſible that theſe corps are attended with great expenſe; 

and the moment I think the ſervice will admit of it, they or a 
part of them ſhall be quartered in different places diſtant from 
the army, where they may be provided for on better terms. 
The prioe of forage, and the difficulty of getting it, are really 

objects of great magnitude, and ſuch as ſhould undergo ſome 
regulation, if there is any that can be adopted. I received let. 
ters a few days ago from the commiſſary and quarter. maſter 

upon this ſubject, copies of which, and of my letter in conſe- 

quence to the ſeveral ſtates from Maſſachuſetts-Bay to Penne 8 

ſylvania incluſive, I take the liberty to incloſe. * 

The reſolution prohibiting officers, except ſuch as are "Ty | 
ally authoriſed, to keep horſes in the army or within forty miles 

of it, has been publiſhed in orders, and { will take ere ſtop 7 

in my power to give it effect. fo 
I have conſidered the practicability of roduting the teams em- 
ployidii in the army, and find, however defirable the object may 
be, that it cannot be done. We have not at this time more than 
are abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceffary, nor ſo many as would 

be neceſſary i in cafe of a rapid movement: neither does it ap- 93 

pear to me that there can be a ſubſtitution of ox for horſe teams 
„ at 
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at leaſt to any great extent; nor that any material een 
would ariſe from fuch a meaſure. There might perhaps be a 
ſmall ſaving in the article of provender: but this, I fear, would 
be greatly over- balanced by the loſs of cattle that would be ap- 
propriated to the uſe of the commiſſary's department. After a 
full inveſligation of the ſubject, I believe we ſhall be obliged to 
adhere tothe kind of teams we now employ, and that the only relief 
we ſhall have in point of expenſe will ariſe from ſending a  patt- - 
of the horſes to places where they can more eaſily be foraged, 
when we have fixed our camp and quarters for the winter, 
I beg leave to mention to Congreſs that there is a neceſſity 
of ſome mode's being eſtabliſhed, by which claims on the old 
quarter-maiterſhip, that remain unſatisfied, may be diſcharged. 
There are many. of this nature; and theſe, however well au- 


thenticated they may be, the gentlemen now in office do not 


conceive themſelves at liberty to adjuſt, without obtaining fame. 


{ſpecial direction for the purpoſe. I am evety day applied to 


for payment of ſuch accounts, and, in many inſtances, have been 
obliged, as well for the ſake of juſtice to individuals as for the 

public good, to order them to be taken up. It appears to ma 
that Congreſs cannot be too early in their reſolution upon this 
occaſion, and that either the preſent department ſhould be aus 
thoriſed to ſettle and pay ſuch claims, or that ſome perſons 
ſhould be appointed and ſupplied with money for the purpoſe. 
The army marched from White-Plains on the ſixteenth in- 
ſtant, and is now encamped in diffei ent places. — Three brigades, 
compoſing: the Virginia troops, part of the right wing, under 
the command of general Putnam, are at Robinſon's near Weſt⸗ 
Point: and two brigades more, compoling the remainder, are 
with baron De Kalb at Fiſhkill plains, about ten miles from the 
town, on the road lead leading to Sharon. The ſecond line, 
with lord Stirling, is in the vicinity of Frederieſburg; and the 
whole of the left wing at Danbury under the command of gene- 
ral Gates. — Theſe ſeveral poſts appear to be the beſt we can 
ocgupy in the preſent doubtful ſtate of things, as they have re- 

lation to the ſupport of Weſt-Point, in caſe of an attack in that 
quarter, and are alſo on the communication to the eaſtward, if 
the enemy point their operations that way. —Beſides theſe diſ- 
poſitions, general Scott with a light corps remains below in the 


n 11 N 59 0 4 
d 4 


he letter from tir Henry Clinton which I have the honor of 

tr anſmitting was ſent to me to-day by colonel Baylor ho is poſt- 
ed at Hackinſac. He ſays he received one for me by the lame. ; 
flag z and, from his note, he ſuppoſed he had charged the honſer 
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manch it who juſt arrived at headquarters. r 
dent he-forwarded- yours to me; and I think it probable thar 
Vo Jill be troubled with mine. If this ihonld be the gaſe, 

you will be fo obliging as to return it to me by he fiyſt con- 
veyanck. -I was alſo informed by colonel Baylor that a gonſi- 

&derable- body of the enemy landed at Paulus“ Hook in the even- 

ang dt the twenty ſecond, and were encamped that night in the 
zwedods between four and five miles from the town of Bergen. 

He had not med mann n dot n wh _ _ are aft, 
2 e a bal 
Ire the honor to be, e. Gf. Fe A Re 3 6. w. 
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>THE following i is an extract of a letter of the ſeventeenth 
| zuſtant, Wied 1 kad the: honor to receive from . | 
Eſtaing. e 
* entreat you to promote the exchange of guidance 8 
- day planned by monſieur Girard. The unhappy perſons — 
chefore the commencement of hoſtilities cannot be fully regard - 
eck us priſeners: their lot is dreadful. The mode adopted: for 
exchanging them by means of your commiſlary, - without intro- 
- ducing the king's name or mine into the tranſaction, removes 
: great part of the political difficulties which before ſubiilied.”” 
I am an entire ſtranger to the plan above referred to, or to 
the mode that has been adopted for exchanging by means of 
our commiffary. He is abſent from the army: and IL muſt 
therefore beg the favor of you to obtain from monſieur Girard 
Lach information as will enable me to give directions for carry- 

ing the count's defires into execution, if practicable. 
The marquis De Vienne, at preſent at Boſton, has requeſted 
a furlough of eighteen months to enable him to return to 
France, whither he is called by fome domeſtic concerns. I do 
not conetive myſelf at liberty to grant his requeſt without the 
permiſfon of Congreſs, to whom I would beg leave to obſerve, 
that, if agreeable to them, he may be indulged without pre- 
judice to =_ eee as wu is not attached to any I 

4 need, bes 
I have juſt wenn; an 3 From: Jerſey, which: 1 fangs 
F | 100 rue, that colonel-Baylor's regiment of dragoons were ſur- 
___— in their quarters the night before laſt, and moſt of them 
illed' or takey,— A few of the ſtraggiers Kane come in, Who 
dn give but a very imperfect account of the matttet- _— 
1] * 


2 * 
— 3 
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think"the colonel and moſt of the officers were matte iprifoners 
and wat the privates were put to the wörd. — here Were, 1 
„ about dne hundred men of che . togenhe: 
when this untacky accident happened. Dr IF TH pe 
The ftuy of the enemy in Jerſey being longer than I. Th 
heuded, and not knowing what their real intentiohs ma) 2 
have ordered general Maxwell to advance from Weta 
to the neighborhood of Aquakenunk bridge, und have ſeut 
over general Woodford's brigade from this fide of the tiver. 
J have alſo ordered general Pulaſki to advance With as much 
expedition as poſſible, aud join the brigades.—Lord Stirli 
has this day gone over to take the command of the continent: 
forces and militiz whs are affembling in confiderable numbers. 
If the enemy mean only to forage, they will be kept from ex- 
tehding themſelves, by "theſe troops: and if they have any de- 
Agne upon the poſts in the Highldiids, they will be ptövsnted 
from ſeizing the paſſes leading to the forts, by lord Stirling, 
bei _ be between chem end the ny and always teddy to 
oſs them. 
have mäde . difpo gtions on vols fide the tiver fie 4 
Levnivity of the Highlands in aſe that body of the eneniy, w 
ard on this fide Kingidritgs arne in beer gr forage, 
"ould advance: 
The ſketch of Rhode. Iſland, torwwaküed by this epi ol 
— from general Sallivan, and left behind uy accident 
-when the laſt diſpatches were ſent bfg. 
I have had the honor of receiving youts of the evdhicichts, 
- Inclofing an order- for count nn 1 to 8 to 


Wer . 
I have the honor to be, dee. e 6. W. 
Sia, + RG, „ Fibbill, « Ofober 3, 125 


1 KI honbred with your favor of the twenty-ſeventh of 

| September with the inéeloſed fefoves of Congreſs, a copy of 

which has been ttanſmitted to ee 3 for Bis 
OPINION and direction. 5 
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1 * it — to * asther r brigade be wa td 
Act in conjunction with the one already there togertigr- with 
Hulaſkei's corps and the- militia, and had feat major-gei er al 
g 25 Vor. II. Mm lord 
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"ae ae to take the command of, the whole z that I had. 
alſo ordered major-general Putnam acroſs the river for the im- 
mediate: fecurtty of Weſt-Point, and moved a. diviſion of troops 
taſthis place, to be nearer chat poſt.— I have ſince come here 
545 and propoſe to remain till the views of the enemy on 
the Jexſe ys are decided; ; though. | have had no reaſon to alter 
wy opinion that nothing more than a forage is intended. By 

the laſt accounts, they had drawn in their out-parties, and re- 
ſumed their firſt bounds behind Hack inſac AAVOTs at the liberty- 
pals. and Newbridge. 

Thet part of Baylor's regiment which eſcaped came off in 
the firſt inſtance, and were afterwards brought off in ſo diperſ- 
ed a manner that the number has not been. aſcertained: but, 
from what I have learned, I ſhould eſtimate the loſs at about 
ij fifty men and ſeventy horſes.—Major Clough is dead of his 
4 wounds.— This affair ſeems to have been attended with erery 
cireumſlance of cruelty. | 

It is a ſmall compenſation for this accident, that . But- 
ler three or four days ago, with a party of infantry and borſe 
comprehending major Lee's corps; ſurpriſed about a hundred 
Wagers below Tarrytown, killed ten on the ſpot, and took a 
| lieutenant and eighteen men priſoners .— The roughneſs of the 
| country facilitated the flight of the reſt, and prevented the ſuc- 
| ceſs being more complete. b 5 
Ihe ie in the caſe of general is Clair accompany 
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. rs will be delivered to you by major-general the mar- 
quis De la Fayette.— The generous motives, which firſt induc- 
ed him to croſs the Atlantic a 4 enter the army of the United 
. „States, are well known to Congreſs. — Reaſons equally laudable 
4 now engage his return to France, which in her preſent, circum- 
1 Hances claims his ſervices,» His eagerneſs to offer his duty to 
his prince and country, however great, could not influence him 
togquit the continent in any ſtage of an unfiniſhed campaign. 
He. red to remain at leaſt till the cloſe of the preſent, and: 
embraces this moment of ſuſpenſc to communicate his wishes, to. 
4 S with a view of having the neceſſary — 
mo 


4 
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made in time, and of being ſtill within reach//ſhould any oc. 
ſion offer of diftinguithing himſelf in the field. 
The marquis at the ſame time, from à deſire of preſerving a 
relatiom with us, and a hope of having ic 22 his power tobe 
uſeful as an American officer, ſolicits only a furlough ſufficient 
for the purpoſes above · mentioned. A reluctaace to part with 
an officer, who unites to all the military fire of youth an-ancomt® : 
mon maturity of judgment, would lead me to prefer his being 
abſent on this footing, if it depended on me. I ſhall always be 
happy to give ſuch a teſtimony: of his ſervices as his bravery and” 
conduct on all occaſions entitle him to; and I have no doubt 
that Congreſs will add ſuitable expreſſions of their ſenſe of his 
merit, and their regret on account 8 his F e, 

—4 have the honor to be, Se. | G. W. 
P. 8. The marquis is ſo obliging as to take charge of a pac- 
ket containing the enen of a Fan in genezal. 
h wes ns $ cale. | 0 
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THE invelfanc 3 1 eee of the lers Wy 
and their real diſtreſs for clothing, oblige me to repeat my . # 1 
es to the board, to obtain the earlieſt direction of Congreſs for il 


relieving their wants. — hey are in a very diſagrecable ſitua- 4 
rion in this reſpect; and, unleſs ſome mode can be adopted for || 5 
ſpeedily ſapplying them, many will be obliged involuntarily to vl 
quit the fervice z or, if this ſhould not be the caſe, we ſhall be - 

involved 4 in perpetual deen Vr on the moſt painful applica- 

tions. : | 

I do not recollect, ie the army was firſt dated that there 

was any engagement on the part of the public that — officers» a 
ſhould be provided with clothing through their means; nor has 

there been any explicit declaration ſince, that I crear for . 

the purpoſe: but the meaſure has become indiſpenſahly neceſ =» 

ſary'; and, without the intervention of public aid, they never 5 
can be ſupplied: for their pay, if the articles proper teonich bo 
found in a private way; (from the enormous and exorbitant prices 
now exacted * e __" would RO 8 E $ 
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Thers 5s howe xex a reſolution of: Congreſs, of the twentydle:- 
ovember laſt, which points to a proviſion through thed 
_ means and thoſe of the ſtates individually, taken. lis 
has encouraged the officers to look for ſupplies. in the manner 
there profeſſed; and their, not being able to obtain, them makes 
5. 27 more uneaſy: perhaps. than if % 4 reſolution ma | never. 2 0 
184 written to meſſieurs Otis and Aae 10 * a re- 
turn of the cloth, &c. in their hands, proper for officers. and 
alſo to adviſe me What quantities might. be pracuredin caſe,the 
board, ſhould direct a purchaſe, This appears to be the only 
practicable expedient, at this time, from which relief can be. 
drawn : and, if it. is to be adopted, the agents cannot be too ſoon 
21. carry it into execution.—l really wiſh; to be infarm- - 
di by the board by. the firſt apportunity whether the afficers 
ms expect ſupplies through the public. ſtores, that IL may be. 
able to anſwer them decifively upon the point when they appli 
As matters now ſtand, I am in a very awkward and irkſome ſi- 
tuation. 514 fear 
Since it is. cent chat the officers cannot provide bene 
with clothing, and that there is a neceſſity for the-i intervention 
of the public aid, I would ſubmit it to the bgard whether it may 
not Be proper for them to form an eſtimate of clothing, propor- 
tioned to the number of officers in the army, tor the conſidexa- 
tion of Congreſs, and to obtain their ſanction for importing che- 
lame, if they approve the plan. This meaſure, it ſeems. ta me, 
3s. the only one that can enſurę relief in future; and it appeats 
the. Ia e eligible as. the loſs. to the public wall be. infinitely lets . 
than, i f they. procure the articles in the, country, ſuppoſing that: 
it could be done. Beſides this conſideration, the officers then 
N be properly. uniformed and all: ovate on a Juſt ane 
Tt —_ Chand, ſhould be autboriſed-: 0. Tre Se an e | 
purchaſe. of clothing for the officers, I will take the liberty: to 
ſuggeſt that it may not be improper for them to enjoin on the 
pat of the clothier a ſtricter compliance with the reſolution of 
Congreſs, which. I have mentioned, in the ſale. The officers fay 
that hitherto it har not had the neceſſary and generous operation 
intended by Congrels ; but, on the contrary, in the few inſtan- 
ces in which they have bern able to: furuiſ themſelves withjar- 
tigkes;from' the public ſtozes, that they have done it at 3 
rent exorbitant prices. — Iadeed there. ate many matters in the 
aan ent which require a more. perfect and explicit arrange 
ment than has ever becn made: and at preſent there is ſuchra 
12 — 
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© SINGE- 1 bed- the „Meer of Sah ech | you. Gn „ e e 
;nſtantiby favor of the marquis De la Fayette, 1 received: your 
latter of the: ſecond with its: incloſ{ure. | 

: 1 do-myſelfiths honor-of "tranſmitting; you. an Arcount of the 

engagement between thei French and Britiſh. fleets on the tiven. 
ty-feventh of July, as publiſhed by the Britiſh admiralty- board. 1 
—1: received's printed: copy of it laſt night from: New-Y ork, 
which I. have' forwarded: to his excellency-count' D'Eſtain N 
Iris evident: from admiral Keppel's own relation of the- 2 Ur, 
that he was pretty ſeverely handled; notwithſtanding he affscke 
ir-the conclufon/ts mention that he wiſhed extremely; for Fa 
opportunity: to rene che combat the next. day. 
We are ſtill in great ſuſpenſe a5/to the operations and'defghs" 
of rhe enemy, though every Practicable meafure- has been uU eck 
audi is. purfuing to come at them. By late and direct aecgunts 
it would ſcem that ſome troops at leaſt are going from New- . 
Vork. A few days, LY: 1 think, muſt open thet ir conduct . 
ſively. En 1 bo e eee CE 9 * 

11 have had ie PO ONE 't6 hear that the Raleigh fricate 
has become a prize to two Britiſh ſhips of war after a. * mY 
very gallant reſiſtance. Captain Barry, finding: that the ew 
would-fall:into theienemy's hands, ran her aſhore on Seal- Maud, - 
to. which: he. eſcaped in boats with about eighty of his hands, ar 
from thence. to the- main. It is ſaid he'took+meaſures for High 
ing her up, but was defeated in his purpoſe by the perfidy 61 i; an 
under officer who. concealed: himſelf and Wr th on eee 35 : 
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111 A* honored with yours of the ninth, inctofing the re- 


— the embargo, and to prevent Foreftdlli 196 1607 
fans 1 * the latter will have-the deftred ele 1 ü 
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leſs that moſt infanious practice of raiſing the prices of the ne. 
ceffaties of life can be Alopped; it will be impoſſible for any. 
funds: to ſubſiſt che army. . 
"Encloſed you have the copy f 2 petition from the refugees 
in New-York to the commithoners. You may depend upon 
the authenticity of it, as it is taken from a New-Vork paper. 
It ſhould ſeem by this that they are extremely ſolicitous and 
anxious to know whether New-York is to be garriſoned, which 
implies a ſuſpicion on their part that it to be evacuated. — All 
accounts, fince mine of the fourteenth, confirm the report of a 
very conſiderable embarkation. It is ſaid to conſiſt of ten 
Britiſh regiments completed to their full eſtabliſhment, and 
their grenadier and light companies added to them. This 
will make them amount to ee of fi ve ee men. 
They have not failed. © N | 
I cannot {ay that I am | ſatisfied that a total evacuation of the 
city is intended this winter, although many inhabitants near 
the lines, and ſeveral out of the city, are of that opinioh.— I 
have ſet every engine at work to procure full: intelligence of 
their deſigns; and 4 hope to ſucceed. ' The current opinion of 
deſerters and others is that the preſent embarkation is intended 
for the Weſt-Indies ; ſome few 2 oor that Fer have a —. 
fign upon Charleſton. ' | rb 
* _ 18 honor to be, ee. ONE IS E304 8. W. x 


Sia, ..  Head-Quarters, Fredrrigſburg, Od. 24, 1778. 

THE letter which 1 had the honor of addreſſing to yo 
the day before yeſterday would inform Congreſs of the embark: 
ation and failing of a conſiderable detachment of the enemy 
from *New-York, and of the meaſures I had taken in expecta- 
tion of and upon the: happening of the. event. — Whether this 
will be ſucceeded by a further embarkation, or by a total eva- 
cuation of the poſts which they hold within the ſtates, in the 
cpurſe'of this year or the enſuing one, I cannot pretend to de- 
termine. But, as it will be right and prudent in us to provide 
for every contingency, I would with the greateſt deference ſub- 
mit it to Congreſs whether it may not be proper for them to 
call upon the Hates to provide men in time for filling their reſ- | 
pective battalions, before or at any rate againſt the opening of 
the ſpring, and in the ſame manner as if there was a moral cer 
tainty that the war would be proſecuted with all poſſible vigor 
on 9 of Britain. Should this not be the caſe, or ſtrould 


any 


OFFICLAL LETTERS, 5M 


any, events, caſt up in the mean time to render troops unneceſ - 
ſary, it will be eaßy to diſband the levies and to keep. them 
from the field, while, on the other hand, our relaxation iu“ 
not. proyiding them may ſubject us at leaſt to many ditngreea- 
b e conſequences, A net TIES ee rg lf” * 
The. general return of the infantry in the month of Septem- 
ber, tranſmitted to the board of war by the adjutant-general,: 
and to wich I beg leave to refer, will hew Congreſs the whole 
amount of our reputed force at that time. But I am to obterve, 
that large, very large deductions are to be made from it on ac- 
count of the columns of ſick, and the men ſaid to be on com- 
mand. Many under the former deſcription, particularly that 
of ſick abſent, are actually dead; others unkit for ſervice; and 
ſeveral, who have recovered, have deſerted : nor will the latter 
afford more than one half of its number in time of action, as 
various duties, ſuch, as waggoning, diſtant guards, efcorts, &c. 
employ a great proportion of thoſe under this denomination. - /; 
' Beſides the above deductions, Congreſs will perceive. from 
the return which I now. take the liberty of tranſmitting, that 
there are four thouſand three hundred and eighty draughts and 
others, whoſe terms of ſervice will, expire during and by the 
cloſe of winter: for I am ſorry to add that our exertions to re- 
engage the draughts and old ſoldiers in this predicament, for 
the uſual bounty, have proved ſo far ineffectual and without 
ſucceſs. I have not tried what effect the additional grant of 
ten dollars might have: but I fear, and it ſeems to be the opi- 
nion of all I have conſulted upon the occaſion, that it would 
have but little if any influence. I know, in the caſe. of the 
draughts and troops of one ſtate, that the offer of twenty dol- 
lars on the part of the continent, with a like allowance and an 
actual depoſit of it by the fate, has been no temptation. 
Ihe general reluctance and refuſal is founded iu the'unbappy 
depreciated light in which the ſoldiery view the money, and 
their expectatlon of receiving immenſe ſtate, diſtrict, and ſub- 
ſtitute bounties. Whether grants or bounties by Congreſs, 
bearing ſome proportion to theſe, to ſuch as ſhould enliſt for 
the war, would be attended with better ſucceſs, I canngt un- 
dertake to decide. The experiment may be made if they 
judge it proper: and if it proves an inducement of any extent, 
it will be an infinite ſaving in the end. I believe however our 
ſureſt and only certain aids will be derived from draugbtiasg, | 
which I truſt may and will be done by the ſtates on the fecom- 
mendation of Congrels, agreeable to the mode mentioned in 
my letter to their committee when they firſt ae 
7 67 | a Ville 
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2 vißt at Valley-Porge. The Exbttivns to recruit by volunta- 


kts may Nil -go on, os both modts in all probability 


| wt net predude neur ks many men as may be fouhd debeſſüry. 


1 4 the eaſe of the Catolina troops whoſe ſervice is trwdih 


e the officers ſay that nothing will induce them t 
enli 


it, unleſs they can be permitted 49 0 home on abet 
till the ſpring. On this indulgence they ſeem to think feverit 
might be engaged. The diſtance is great, and there will be 
ſome ancerkainty as to their retutning : beſides, it will be fix 
Inp a precedent for others. If Congreſs approve the Plan, they 
Wer — pleaſed to inform me by the earlieft opportunſtx. 
am under ſome difficulty about clothing the e draughts, and 
the vid ſoldiers whoſe ſervice is expiring and will determine 
every day, As Congteſs have hevet expreſſed their ſenfe up⸗ 
on the ſabject, and this is increaſed by a letter Which I reteiv- 


ed ſome time ago from the board of war, which reſpects parti“ 


cularly the draughts, I muſt earneſtly requeſt that Congreſs 
will favor me with the ſpeedieſt direction in the caſe,” whether 
they-are to be futniſhed out of the ſupplies conting vis, e qually _ 
with the other troops, At the ſame tie I will take che Hz 
betty to offer it as my opinion, that, howe ber incofvenient 60 
expeuſive it may appear at the firſt view to clothe ho og the 
meaſure will be necefſ#ty, and founded not offy in humarft) 
dut ſound policy. We have no ptoſpect now of levyiug med 
in any other way : and if they are not clothed, the pres Beere 
kaufted by ficknefs and death; and not doing * prove an 
infermountable bar or at leaſt a great eMftacke to rite talking 
fatute aids, though the exigencies of our affairs ſhould he tes 
ver ſo preſſing. Vet the clothes may be withheld as long as 
circumſtances will permit, as an inducement for them to enliſt. 
In the inftance of the old ſoldiers who have not received the 
annual allowance of Congrels, the point feems clearly. in their 
favor. he board ſuggeſted that the draughts might be ſup- 
aut of the beft of the old clothes which pew ot given 
in hy the troops on receiving new ones: — but "unfortunately 
there will be few of any worth. e 
„„ e eee e Sc W. 
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Þ HAD the bonor of your letter of the twentv- ſecond 
inſtant; with its ſeveral incloſures, to-day at noon.— I thall pay 
proper vegaxd to the act of Congreſs reſpecting monſieur De 

1 Vrigney. 
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Vriguey,—For information. on. the ſecond. reſolye fon: abtaining 
a return of the re-enliſtments, I mult, beg leave to gefen Con- 
greſz to my letter of the twenty · fou rth. I have complied with 
thorintention of the third, and tranſmitted the act to ü Henry 
Clinton, which, relates to Mr. Franks 
Ihe certain intelligence of a large number of troops having 
embarked at New- Vork, —the failing. of a confiderable fleet 
concurring at the moment their departure was expected, — left 
me no room to doubt that the fleet which went out of the Hook 
on the nineteenth and early the twentieth inſtant contained the 
embarkation of which I had been adviſed. In the perſuaſion 
of this, my letter of the twenty-ſecond to your excellency was 
written: bot, from more recent advices, and through'vatious 
channels, bearing every mark of authenticity, I am to conclude 
the ſuppoſition has been ill founded. The above · mentioned 
tleet appears to have carried away no other troops than inva- 
lids, the officers of the corps lately reduced, with ſome refu- 
ces, — The twentyrthird inſtant the troops which had embark- 
ed thll remained in the harbor. They are fixed at teh or 
twelve Britiſh regiments, and fix of the new levies. This fleet 
on probably compoled of homeward-bound victuallers, with 


me merchantmen and other. veſſels which choſe to take the 
prgtection of à convoy. he accounts ſtill ſay that they were 


ge. / eee 
hi October 27.— In my letter of the twenty+ſecond I adviſed 
yaur excellency- of the meaſures I had taken to-aſcertain;/the 
practicability of an enterpriſe againſt Chemung.—I have the 
honor to incloſe the report of governor Clinton, general Schuy- 
ler, and general Hand, on the ſubjeA.—I cannot help concut- 
ring with theſe gentlemen in opinion, and am periſuaded from 
a number of conſiderations that we muſt lay aſide all thought. 
of an expedition againſt that place for the preſent. Belides 
other neceſſary preparations, we have not yet been able to get. 
forward the clothing for the army. — The Congreſs will allo 
' perceive in lieutenant-colonel Butler's journal, tranſmitted! to 
your excelency in my letter of the twenty-ſecond inftant, the 
great difficulties he had to encounter in croſſing the rivers at a 
much earlier ſeaſon of the year. on 5 
I have tlie honor to be, &c. , ee G. W. 
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| Stag, Heu Snartert, near Fredericſburg, Oct. 37, 1778. 
2” YOUR excellency's favor of the twenty-thitd isftant was 
delivered me yeſterday, with the reſolution reſpecting monſieur 
T2Echſe. As ſoon as I am notified of the place of his reſidence, 
Iwill give the neceſſary directions for carrying into execution 
the humane and benevolent intention of Congreſs towards him. 
I take the liberty to incloſe a letter from doctor Conolly re- 
ſpecting his ſituation. His caſe, I am perſuaded, wilkhave due 
| Alien en. and ſuch a determination as humanity and policy will 
1 intelligence received yeſterday. evening, it is ſaid that 
tranſports with ten regiments on board had fallen down from 
York to the watering-place ;.that there were ſeveral other ſhips 
laden (not faid with what); and that there were others at the 
. wharfs taking in troops. I cannot tell whether this intelligence 
is certain: for we have been deceived of late in points of infor- 
- mation that ſeemed to carry equal marks of authenticity. 
TW 1 haye the honor to be, &c. 1 8 > x . . „ 
2 P. S. Juſt as I was clofing my letter I received one from lord 
Stirling, dated. yeſterday at nine o'clock A. M. by which he 
informs me that on wedneſday and thuriday about eighty fail of 
_ethips,.. chiefly tranſports with troops, fell down from New-York 
to Staten-Iſland, and that ſixty or ſeventy fail lay there betore. 
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N wedneſday evening I received your excellency's favors 
of the thirtieth ultimo and firſt inflant, with their ſeveral in- 
Cloſures.—I will direct the beſt and cheapeſt diſpoſition I can to 
be, made of the cavalry for their accommodation in quarters, 
and will ioſtru@ the forage-maſter on the occaſion.— The remit- 
tance to the paymaſter, which you mention, I preſume has come 
to hand, having been applied to by him to iflue an order for the 
payment of the troops for Auguſt and September.—lI have tranſ- 
„mitted the letter from Nicholas Dupui and others, with the af- 
. » Hgayits,, to bis excellcacy, governor Clinton, and have ordered 
.., colonel Cortland to march with his regiment towards the Mini- 


„Feten to take ſuch poſts as the governor may point out.— I 
bave made a diſtribution of the printed manifeſtoes; and there 


is no doubt but the enemy will very ſoon be poſſeſſed of Tome of 
the gopies, and of newſpapers that contain them. 5 N 

Ey a letter from lord Stirling, of the third inſtant, Ke iform- 
| ed 


— 


are completed, you ſhall have the account. The direction to 


In the preſent free of hep the caps of which ala 


ed me that che fleet at the Hook the * day ncreafed” | 
to a hundred and eighty ſail; and, that morningat ſev en, 1 


ed anchor and ſtood out to Kate am impatiently vuiti | 
farther advices. from New-York, and to learn wheth Wes or r any” 
other and what movements are likely to take Mey 70% 929 41192 
. 1 the Honor to be, TE) e 8. 11 
7 Sm, 0 ; e i Now... 11 FA uns. . 


1 HAVE been honored with yours of the nineteenth, 
twenty-ſeventh, twenty-eighth, and twenty-ninth, ultimo. 
A tolerable ſupply of ſhoes has lately arrived to the iſſuing 
clothier's ſtore from the eaſtward, Perinſylvania, and Jerſey: 
and, if the different perſons employed in procuring chat article 
will exert themſelves to keep up the ſupply, I hope we ſhall 


not be much diſtreſſed during the winter, provided me TE 


quietly i in quarters. 


x, It-is much to be wiſhed that Congreſs would roche to a bes- 


dy reſolution concerning the procuring clothing for the officers 


na price in proportion to their 78 more eſpecially, as they 
were led to expect this from a reſo 


ive which paſſed” in Novem- 
ber 1 777. —If the clothing itſelf: cannot be cvdveniedthy pro. 


cured, I imagine the alternative of allowing an adequate ſum 


of money in lieu thereof would be the next beſt expedient. © 
2 the board muſt undoubtedly have experienced the many 
difficulties ariſing from the want of a proper arrangement of 


the clothier's department, I hope they will preſs the committee 
who have that buſineſs. in charge, to bring in their report, that 
| the new ſyſtem may be carried into execution without loſs of 
time. — Whether it has been owing to want of conduct in the 


late officer, or his want of proper powers and directions, 1 will 


not undertake to determine: but the irregularity in that de- 


partment has been an endleſs ſource of trouble to 275 and a 


. great cauſe. of diſcontent in the army. s 


have given the iſſuing clothier directions to keep un account 
of oo marks and numbers of the bales of blankets, and of the 


| go lity of their contents, from whence you will be able to trace 


whom thoſe ſmall ones were purchaſed. Wher the iſſhes 


Wis” Meaſe were very proper.—If any cor want cbm 
any particular article which is not to be procured bere, 
lt fign the order myſelf. 
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2 a pattern muſt be uſed by way of ſubſtitute. But au 
1 very attentive to the health of his men informs me that 


he” 1. 70 und an inconvenience from the uſe. of woollen: caps Jaft. 


winter inſtead of hats: when the men put them off in the ſpring, 
tion. They alſo mee to keep the bead diny,—than 
which nothing i is more unhealthy, 

1 find it impracticable to carry the recoriimendation of the 
board, reſpecting calling in the old clothes upon delivery of 
the ber, into execution. The ſoldiers were not to be convinc- 
ed of the good policy and economy intended by the application 
of the old clothes to hoſpitals and the followers of the army, 
but looked upon it as an unjuſtifiable attempt to deprive them 
of what they had earned by their year's ſervice, and What (con- 
ere the ſcanty ſupply of ſome kinds of covering, blankets 

m particular) would help to make them more. comfortable du- 
ring the winter. Theſe diſcontents were communicated to me, 
the moment they aroſe, by ſome of the beſt officers in the line 3 
which-determined me to let the matter drop, more eſpecially 
as another argument was made uſe of, Which Was unanſwerable: 
this was, that. upon a faix ſettlement, there wauld be found: a 
conſiderable deficiency'of the bouuty-clothing for a year or two 
paſt, and that therefore it would be more FOE} to wake: = 


the "teficiency than to draw in. the remains, FT -þ 8 
4 A the honor to a Ger | OY 6. W: 
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ON wedneſday afternoon J received a letter from- the 
honorable Mr. Lee and Mr. Lovell of the committee for fo- 
por affairs, incloſing a plan and ſundry xeſolutions of Congreſs 

for attgekin Canada the next campaign in conjunction with 
the forces 9 1 his moſt chriſtian majeſty, and requeſting my 


5 obſervations upon the ſame to be tranſmitted to Congreſs, and 


2 copy to he delivered to the marquis De la Fayette. Theſe 
difpatches, through the indiſpaſition of the marquis (who un- 
fortunately was ſeized with a fever in his journey from Phila- 
delphia, which ſtill detains him at Fiſhkill), were prevented 
coming ta hand till that time: and the great importance and 
extent of the ſubject they comprehend would not permit me 
the honar of an earlier communication of my ſentiments.—I 
hope Congreſs will excuſe my not complying with that part of 
hy reſolu tion which requires. me to deliv ei a copy of my ob- 

ſervations 
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in een e bee 
f-rvations ta the marquis;'as the manner in which. I am. 1 i — 


to-trear the: fubjeA'opens ſuch a proſpeck of gur wants ant 
weakgefety" ins; th point of policy, ought Dy, ÞÞ Dam 
ourſelves. 7 ah: FE / Og LEES ied wats 

(Lam always happy to concur in ſentiment with Cangr 8.3 
and I view the emancipation of Canada as an . very, inte: 
reſting to the future proſperity and tranquility of theſe Nig Ss : 
but I am forry to ſay the plan propoſed for the purpoſe does 
not appeaf to me to be eligible 5 55 our preſent circumſtan: 
ces. I conſider it as my duty, and what Congreſs expects 
from me, to give my reaſons for this opinion with that frank⸗ 
neſs and candor which the importance of the ſubjedt demands ; 
and, in doing this, I am perſuaded I ſhall not fail to meet. with 
the .... TT aan ba aL na 
It ſeems to me impolitic to enter into engagements with the 


oft 5 41 


court of France in ſeaſon to prevent the {ailing of the troops 
and the ill effects that might attend it. But beß es that a pro- 
3<A of this kind could not be embraced "= France without its 
having an influence on the whole ſyſtem of operations for the. 
next campaign, which of courſe would receive fome derangement, 
from its being abandoned, —a renunciation of this could not fail 
to give à very unfavorable impreſſion of our forefight and pie; 
vidence, and would ſerve to weaken the confidence of that cout, 
in our public councils, V 3 
80 far from there being a moral certainty of our comply in 


| A JUS, 
With our engagements, it may in my opinion be very ſafely pro- 


nounced, that, if the enemy keep poſſeſſion of their preſent poly, 
at New-York and Rhode-Ifland, it will be impracticable eithe: 
e | | | | to 


* r * 
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70 furniſh che men or the other neceſſary ſupplies for proſecut- 


127 the plan. They will not attempt to keep thoſe 7 
leis than ten thouſand men and a conſiderable navy.It it ſhoul 


'T 


be thought belt for the advantage of carrying on the expeditions 
intended, to forego any offenſive operations againſt theſe gaxri- 
ſons, and to leave them in quiet poſſeſſion of ſuch important 
places, we ſhall at leaſt be obliged to provide for the ſecurity 
of the country againſt their incurſions and depredations, by keep- 
ing up a force ſufficient to confine them within their own limits, 
It is natural too to ſuppoſe. that the people's expectations of be- 
ing protected will grow ſtronger in proportion to the diminution 
of the enemy's force, and the greater facility with which it can 
be afforded. They will hardly be content to continue in a ſtate 
of alarm and inſecurity from a force ſo inconſiderable, while the 
principal ſtrength of the ſtates is drawn out in the proſecution 
of remote objects. If this reaſoning is juſt, we ſhall be obliged 
to have a larger force than the enemy, poſted in different places 
to prevent ſudden inroads which they would otherwiſe be able 
to make ar different points: and the number required cannot 
be eſtimated at leſs than twelve or fifteen thouſand men. This 
will be two thirds as large a force as we have been able to calle 
and maintain during the progreſs of the war, as theſe calcula- 


3._ISIT4 5: f | $4 F err N l * es SY 
tions both of the enemy's ſtrength and of our own are meant to 


Ik L rightly underſtand the plan in confideration,| it requires 
for its execution twelve thouſand ſix hundred men rank and 
fle. Befides theſe, — to open paſſages through a wilderneſs for 
the march of the ſeveral bodies of troops, —to provide the 
means of long and difficult tianſportations by land and water,. 
to eſtabliſh poſts of communication for the eus of our con- 
vers, —to build and man veſſels of force neceſlary for acquiring 
= ſuperiority on the lakes ;—theſe and many other purpoſes pe- 
culiar to theſe enterpriſes, which would be tedious in detail, 
will demand a much larger proportion of artificers and perſons 
tobe employed in manual and laborious offices, than are uſual 
in the ordinary courſe of military operations. When we add 
= whole together, the aggregate number of men requiſite for 
the ſervice, of the enſuing campaign will be little leſs than dou- 
ble the number heretofore in the field: but to be more certain 
zn the calculation, it may be placed at only one half more. 
Expetienec is the only rule to judge by in the preſent. caſe. 
\—Every expedient has been exhauſted in the preceding cam- 
paigns to raiſe men; and it was found impoſſible .to get toge- 
ther a greater force than we had, though the ſafety and ſucceſs 


O 


r the number of effective rank and file. 
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fited inference therefore is, that the reſources of the-countty 


F & 


were inadequate to a larger ſupply. I cannot then fee thar we 
can hope upon any principle to be equal to ſo much greater & 
ertions next year, when the people and the army r grow 
daily more tired of the war, and the depreciation of our mone 

continually increaſing, and of confequence ' proving a lmalle“ 
temptation to induce them to engaggſeeeee . 
Ihe ftate of our ſupplies for tranſporting and fubfiſting the 
troops will ſtand upon a footing equally bad. We have encoun- 
tered extreme difficultigs in theſe reſpects, and have found that 
it was full as much as we were competent to, to feed the army 
we have already had, and enable it to keep the field and perform 
the movements required by the contingencies of the fervice. It 


trary they will rather multiply as the value of our currency leſ- 
ſens: and the enormous prices to which proviſions have riſen, 
and the artificial ſcarcity created by monopolies, with what we 
have to fear from the effect of the ſame ſpirit; give us no reafojr 
to flatter ourſelves chat our future proſpects can be much bet- 
In this fGituation of things we are hardly warranted to expect 
that we ſhall have it in our power to ſatisfy the demands of nun- 
bers ſo much greater than we have yet had to ſupply, eſpecially 
if we conſi der that the ſcene of our operations has hitherto been 
in the heart of the country furniſhing our reſources, Ni mer» 
courſe facilitated: the drawing them out,—and that we ſhal 
then be carrying on the war at an immenſe diſtance, in à coun- 
try wild and uncultivated, incapable of affording any aid, and 
great part of it hoſtile. We cannot in this caſe depend on tem- 
Porary or occaſional ſupplies, as we have been accuſtomed, hüt 
muſt have ample magazines laid up beforehand. The labor and 
expenſe in forming theſe, and tranſporting the neceffary ſtores 
of every kind for the uſe of the troops, will be increaſed to a 
degree that can be more eafily conceived than deſcrihed. The 
tranſportation muſt be, a great part of the way, through deſerts 
affording no other forage than herbage; and, from tllis circum- 
ſtance, our principal ſubſiſtence of the fleih kind mutt be falted, 
which would not only be an additional expenſe in the addition- 


al conſumption of ſo ſcarce and dear an article as falt, but wbutd 


ö 11 15 inereaſe the difficulty both of providing and tratiſporting. 
My letter of the twenty-math ultimo (tranſmitting a' copy of 
dne from the quarter - maſter- general) which I had the honor of 
Addreſfing to Congreſs, and to which I with to refer, will Polab 


out 
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of the cauſe. ſeemed abſolutely to require it.” © The natural and 
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ati ioſe of fleur only. in our preſent circumſtances; excluſive o Fats 
co and lay the foundation for a fort of comparative. eftymate 
tu bt formed of thoſe that would attend the We of.” Epps 
hin employed at ſo great a diſtance; + 1 
Af in addition to all this, we ſhould have the Fock fleet 4 
ſupply during the winter, —the likelihood of which I haye, no 
tutficient information to ground a jadgment upon, —it will ap- 
pear ſtill more impracticable to furniſh the ſupplies requiſite 
tor the extenſive operations propoſed. But, independent of 
this, the improbability of doing it is, in my e e ſt. 
nitely too great to juſtify the undertaking... 
This reaſoning is founded on the ſuppolition that. the an 
do not evacuate their preſent poſts, at New- Vork and Rhode- 
Iſlaad: nor can we preſume upon any paſt appearances fo far as 
to determine the contrary, and enter into a national contra 
rhe fulfilment of which at any rate, in my judgment, vill de- 
pend on this event. Opinions on the ſubject are various, and 
— arguments on both ſides cogent. Circumſtances have bis 
therto been very indeciſive t Rhode-Ifland there is nothing 
that looks like an Evacuation, that I have heard of at New- 
Nork the length of time that has elapſed ſince the event has 
beer expected, which cannot be ſatisfactorily Pn. for, 
Ros: little doubtful and problematical.,: 5 
Hut if it were even certain that the enemy would ſhotely leave. 
theſe Rates, I ſhould: think our ability to carry on the expedi- 
tlons meditated (from the nature: of the country, and the remote: 
fefs from the ſource of our ſupplies, joined to the diſcouraging 
fitwation of our finances) too precarious to authoriſe a precon+ 
cer ted eement with a foreign power, binding ourſelves to the 
attempt. On the other hand, if we were certain of doing our 
art a co-operation by the French would, in my opinion, be as 
Jebeate and precarious. an enterpriſe as can be imagined. , All 
the reafons, which induce France and the United States to with 
tõ wreſt Canada and Halifax from the dominion of England, o- 
rate with her perhaps more forcibly to uſe every: potlible effort 
ä Gefence. .” the loſs of thera would be a deadly, blow to 
Aer trade and empire. To hope to find them in a defenceleſz 
ſtate muſt be founded in a ſuppoſition of the total incapacity 
bf. Britain both by land and ſea to afford them protection. 
#6Mfg=apprehend we may run into a ve error by —— 
mating her power ſo ox. £084 
We have been informed that a firong' wit b 25 | 
Went to Halifax, amounting, oy report, to about four n 
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men: part of the detachments which the enemy are now 
making from New-York are currently ſaid to be, and in all pro- 
bability are, deſtined for that place: if they evacuate entirely, 
à very conſiderable” part of their force will no doubt go chere 
and in any caſe we may expect that reinforcements will. be 
thrown from thence into Canada early in the ſpring. The.En- 
gliſh are now greatly ſuperior to the French by fea in Amexica, 
and will from every appearance continue ſo unleſs Spain inter- 
poſe, —an event which I do not know we are authoriſed to count 
upon. However, as I am deſtitute of information with reſpect 
to the preſent ſtate of European politics, this is a point upon 
which I can form but an imperfect judgment: but if it ſhould 
not take place, I think it infinitely probable, from the maritime 
ſituation and advantages of Halifax, which is repreſented-as the 
fineſt port and beſt naval arſenal in America, from the ſecu- 
rity it is calculated to give to the general trade and poſl eſſions 
of Britain, both on the continent and in the Weſt- Indies, 
that it will be a ſtation for à larger naval force than che one 
fatended to to convoy the French troops: —it will naturally | be 
the principal rendezvous of the Britiſh ſhips of war in Ameri-⸗ 
ca. If this poſition be admitted; —ſhould the Engliſh have 
any knowledge or exexTuſpicion of the deſign of the French 
court to ſend a fleet up the river Saint Laurence, nothing will 
be eafier than to intercept” this fleet on its way, or to take or 
deſtroy it after it has got in. Nor can we flatter ourſelves 
with keeping this buſineſs n ſecret. © Congreſs: 3 be 
ſurpriſed to de told that it is already in more hands than they 
ſuſpect: and, in the progreſs of the negotiation in France, it 
will get into many more. The preparations will announce the 
intention. —It is indeed a part of the plan to avow the deſtina- 
tion of the French troops, though his is to be contradicted h 
the manner of their. clothing, &c.— The ſtationing troops this 
winter, as is propoſed, particularly on the Mohawk and Con- 
necticut river, would be unequivocal proops of the deſign: it 
mult at leaſt excite the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, ſo as to put the En- 
gliſh nation upon their guard, and make them take precautions 
to counteract it. ks e n HOT lg $4 AV e 
But if the French troops ſhould arrive before Quebec, I 
think their ſucceſs againſt that ſtrong place, fortified) by every 
ad vantage of nature and of art, would be extremely doubtful. 
Alt is fu ppoſed this capital poſt will be found in ſo weak ac - 


— — . ë——— — 
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dition as to make its ſurrender a matter of courſe, owing tothe „ 
enemy's having previouſly drained themfelves for the defence of 2 
Detroit, Niagara, Saint John's, Montreal, &c. +butwe cannot 1 
r "Oo! —_——_— 2 1 
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depend: chat abis. will be the caſe : they may eſte em it the part? 
of, Prfudenee zather to-ſacrifice or at leaſt to hazard the extremi - 
ee. their ſtrength at the heart. Montreab 
eed, and the poſts eſſential to it, muſt be defended; becanſe 
the poſiciiian of them would throw-too large a part of the-colun- 
try. into our hands. But if reinforcements are ſent to Canadiz 
earlx in the fpring,—a circumſtance extremely likely, —theſe 
may be attended to without too far weakening the garriſon at 
Quebec; and, as before obſerved, we cannot build upen their 
Donduct's being regulated by an igoorance of our plans. The 
French troops änſtead of a eoup- de- main, would in this Caſe: be 
reduced to the neceſſity of carrying ona blockade. | 

I will now take the liberty to turn my attention towards the: 
operations of our own troops. The one againſt Detroit I ſhall 

at;preſent {ay nothing about: if well conducted, I ſhould hope 
that. place would fall without very great dificulty.—T 'he caſe: 
is very different with reſpect to Niagara. This, I am informed, 
id one of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in America, and can only be 
reduced by regular approaches or by famine. In accompliſh- 
ing this, laſt war, and a conqueſt as far as Montreal, I believe 
general Amherſt exhauſted two campaigns, with all the advan- 
tages which he derived from the united efforts of Britain and 
America, with every convenience for water- tranſportation, 40-- 
cluding plenty of ſeamen, and with money that commanded every 
thing which either country could farniſh,. The former mode 
would require great perſeverance, time, and labor, and an ap- 
parstus Which it would be almoſt impracticable to tranſport. 
'Fhe.. latter. is practicable, but very difficult. Lo effect it, We 
muſt gain a ſuperiority on the lakes, The enemy have already 
a xeſpectable force there —if they ſuſgect our deſigu, which! 
they cannot fail to do from the meaſures to be taken, they may 
imprqve the interval, in adding to it; and, by providing mate- 
rials and artificeis upon the ſpot, they may be able to inereaſe ĩt 

as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eaſy to fee: that we 
ought not to be too ſanguine.i in the ſucceſs of this expedition, 
and that, if a moderate force be imploy ed in the defence of Nia- 
gars without degarniſhing Quebec aud the I polls,: 
its reduction will be a very arduous-.taſk. 

The body of troops to penetrate by way of the river Wet | 
Erancis muit meet with great obſtacles : they will have a march 
of: about a hundred and fifty miles from Cohoſs, Which is about 
a Hundred and ſixty miles beyond Hartford, a great part of; 
which is through a hitherto - uninhabited and trackleſs country, 
1 an immente train of waggons: all the Rox nnd protons ., 
ar 
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for ke whole march, and the future ſuppl def the troops; xt 
leaſt wilt they ſhould get footing in Canada, nruſt ach 
them from the beginning. The impediments and delays if ſack 
2 march abmoſt exceed conαHõq tion 
Wen arrived at the Saint Laurence, freſh obſtacles pft Ba- 
bly would preſent themſelves. The preſumption is, that, ff thé 
enemy could not make head there, they would defotare the 
country through which they were to pals, deſtroy all the proviſion 
and forage, remove every kind of water craft, and demoliſh the 
materials for building others. Theſe precautions being taken 
on the Sorelle and Saint Laurence would pretty effectually ob- 
ſtruct our progreſs both to Montreal and Cadoroqui.— to ſay no- 
ching of the rapidity of the current and the numerous rifts be. 
tween Montreal and Lagalette. © © nn 
When we deliberately conſider all the obſtacles in the execu-' 
tion, and the difficulties we ſhall find in preparing the vaſt ma- 
gazines required, which have been already enumerated, if with- 
in the compaſs'of our reſources, we ſhall be led to think it not 
very improbable that this body may be unable to penetrate C#- 
nada, at leaſt in time to co- operate with the French troops; 14 
cot operation ſhould be neceſſary. The ſituation of theſe troops: 
then would be delicate and dangerous: —expoſed to a defeat 
from the united force of the enemy, in great danger of having 
their retreat cut off by a ſuperior naval force in the river, they” 
would have every thing to fear. On the other hand; if our 6pe-* 
rations: ſhould be as ſucceſsful as we may fatter ourſelves, 4 
tempeſt or a Britiſh fleet may deprive us of our expected aid; 
and at a critical moment we may find ourfelves in the boſom of 
an enemy's country, obliged to combat their whole force wit! 
one inferior and reduced by a tedious and-waſting march. The” 
fire thouſand men, when they arrived in Canada, would proba** 
bly little exceed four capable of ſervice; and would be ſtill defs, 
if out of them we ſhould eſtabliſh poſts as we advanced, to in- 
ſure à retreat and protect eſcorts of proviſion which muſt follow 
for future ſupport. Thus an accident in either caſe would in- 
volve the defeat of the whole project; and the cataſtrophe might 
be attended with the moſt unhappy conſequences to America. 
The plan propoſed appears to me not only too extenſive and 
beyond our abilities, but tgo complex. To ſucceed, it requires 
ſuch a fortunate coincidence of circumſtances as could hardly © 
be hoped, and cannot be relied on; the departure of the ene. 
my from theſe; ſtates, without which we cannot furniſſ the ſtipu- 
lated force; or fupplies to maintain them, —ſuch a want ef phe” 
er or ant of foreſight in the enemy as will oblige tken to ne- 
* | glect 
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em, however” conveniently fituated, from the diſputing the 
palldge of the four ſhips of the line and four frigates up the vid 
ver Saint Laurence, or attempting their deſtruction afterwards, 
uch a combination of fayourable incidents as will enabl fe- 
veral bodies acting ſeparately and independently by fea and land, 
and from different countries, to conform to times and periods foi 
as to enſure a cooperation: theſe and many other cireum- 


ſtances muſt conſpire, to give ſucceſs to the enterpriſe. 


a 


| Le ehe reiuforcenient'of Halifax and of Canada; and prevehr 


Congreſs, I am perſuaded, had powerful reaſons for fixing the 
convoy at the number they have: and their ſuperior inſormati- 
on teſpecting the affairs of Europe at this preſent juncture ena- 
bles them to judge much better than I'can pretend. to do, of 
its ſufficiency. But from the imperfect view I have of the mat- 
ter, I have been led, in conſidering the ſubject, to look upon it 
as inſufficent. From the general tenor of intelligence, the En- 


gliſh out- number the French in the channel: in America: botlt 


on the continent and in the iflands, they are greatly ſuperiore 
If the laſt Toulon fleet is employed in the Mediterranean, the 
Freneh may have the fuperiotity there: but, upon the whole; 
the balance of naval force ſeems hitherto to be on the ſide of 
the Engliſh. If we add to this that the number of ſhips of war 
in the French ports, built or building, bears no compariſon te 
the number in the Eygliſh ports, —and that Britain notwith- 
ſtanding the diminution the has fuffered, is ſtill a kingdo mot 
great maritime reſources, we ſhall be diſpoſed to conclude that 
the” preponderance is too likely to continue where it is. The 
interpoſition of Spain indeed would make a very intereſting 
change: but her backwardneſs heretofore ſeems to be an argu- 
ment that ſhe is withheld from interfering by ſome weighty poli- 
"tical motives : and how Jong theſe may continue to reſtrain her, 
is a queſtion I am unqualified 10 determine. Ster 


” o 


Heſides theſe general objections to the plan which have been 
"Rated, there appear to me to be ſame particular ones which 1 


mall take the liberty to point out. n e 
In the firſt place I obſerve there are to be five thauſand mili- 


tia employed in the two expeditions againſt Detroit and Niaga- 
ra. — The drawing into ſervice ſo large a number compoled 
chiefly of huſbandmen, in addition to what may be found necel- 
ſary for other exigencies on the coaſt at ſo intereſting a ſeaſon 


of the year, will certainly be very injurious to the culture of 


: our, lands, and mult tend to add to the deficiency of ſupplies. 
; But this, though not to be overlooked, is not the principal ob- 


. 


anſwer 


jection In the expedition againſt Detroit, militia perhaps may 
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anſwer, as it is not a poſt of v Tory; great e 

bly; be abandoned. on orvin a little time aft ter 2 80 2 KA 

force that cannot be oppoſed in the field, _—_ £ 8 

ce to reinforce that of Niagara. But even 2 "Loa © of k 
another kind would be far preferable. However, the .cale wall 

be. very. different with, reſpect to this laſt: —it is, as 1 hape be 585 

e mentioned, one of the — fortret es of "America, 2 
demands for its reduction Lo e very beſt of troops. Militia have | 
neither patience nor , petſeyerance for a ſiege. This has been 
demonitrated by all the experience we have had. An attempt 
to carry on one which ſhould materially depend on them would 
be liable to be fruſtrated by their inconſtancy in the moſt criti- 
cal momente. Agreeable to the plan under conſideration, three , 
thouſand five hundred out of hve thouſand fix hundred are to 
be militia. - .,. | 

It is a part of the plan that the troops ſent againſt Detroit, whe- 
ther ſucceſsful or not, are to form a junction with thoſe, at Nia- | 
gars. It appears to me on the contrary, that the ex edition 22 | 
gainſt Detroit, under the preſent arrangement, muſt and on its 
own bottom, and have no other object than the reducing that 
place and deſtroying the adjacent Indian ſettlements. Lake 
Erie is certainly occupied by two armed veſſels of Arcen and 
eighteen. guns, and, it is ſaid, by five or {ix others of ſmaller 
ſize,. having two, three, or four ns each, which, while the ene: 
my hold Niagara, will prevent the communication of our troo 
by! way of the lake, —to ſay nothing for want of batteaux ho 
tzanſportation. A communication by land muſt be perform 
through an extent of more than four hundred miles, aud a great 
part of this at leaſt under many diſadvantages of route, and 
through tribes. of hoſtile Indians. 

My knowledge of the country is not ſufficiently accurate to 
We me to diſcover the reaſons which determined Congrefs 
to divide the force deſtined againſt Niagar 2, and to avpoidt the 
march of one body from Ononguaga to that place, It feems to 
me however that this diſpoſitioa might be ſubject. to one great 
inconvenience, which is, that, if each column be not ſuperior to 
the whole colleQive force of the enemy, they riſk being beaten 
ſeparately and ſucceſſively. beſides the trouble and expenſe « of 

preparing as it were for two expeditions inſtead of one,—of 
opeuing two roads inſtead of one, —and the uncertainty ofa 
co-operation (if no diſaſter ſhould happen to either) at the mo- 
went when i it might be neceſſary. The 1 inquiries [ have 2 5 yet 
had it in my power to make are oppoſed to the praQicability. of 
nn. cannon in the route from n Onopgyaga. to Nia Zara, Or 
I'di iis "ut 
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non, nothing can be effected againſt that poſt. Upon the ole, 
4 55 matter effential to ſucceſs againſt Niagara is to ſubdue 
he enemy's force on lakes Erie and Ontario, particularly the 
latter. This once done, and the garriſon by that means cut off 
from its ſupplies, the fort will be likely to fall an eaſy prey. 
Hexe our efforts ſhould be directed: nor do I at preſent perceive 
the purpoſes to be anſwered by the body going from Ononguaga, 
unlels the devaſtation of the intermediate Indian villages be the 
obje&,—which perhaps may not be equal to the riſk; labor, and 
expenſe, and the more ſo. as they would fall of courſe if we 
ſhould ſucceed in the general operation. + 988 
The cantoniag five thouſand troops this winter on Connecti- 
cut-river, under our preſent proſpecto, will, in my opinion be 
impracticable, and, in any caſe, unadviſable.— When I had the 
honor of writing to Congreſs in September laſt on the ſubject of 
a winter campaign into Canada, I had been led by Ccolonel] Bai- 


ley, and other gentlemen acquainted with the country, to ex- 
pect that very confiderable magazines of proviſions might be 


laid up on the upper parts of that river. But it appears on ex- 
periment that their zeal far the expedition made them too ſan 
guine in the matter. The purchaſes fall far ſhort of what was 
expected. The difficulties of tranſportation, as repreſented: by 
the quatter-maſters and commifſaries, ſupported by facts that 
ſpeak, for themſelves, are ſo great and fo complicated that 1 
ſhould, have no hope of being able, from remote parts of the 
continent, to throw in the quantity requiſite for ſubſiſting theſe 
troops during the winter, and at the {ame time of forming tue 
magazives which would be neceſſary to proſecute the expedition 
in ſpring. We may be endeavouring to form the magazines: 
but the troops cannot be on the ſpor this winter; otherwiſe they 
will exhauſt the proviſion as fatt as it can be colleted;— The 
ſame. objeCtion applies to the ſtationing troops on the Mohawk- 
riser. 3 | Na PS. WC Ol 
In eſtimating our force for the next campaign, it is to be 
confidered that upwards of four thouſand of the preſent army 
will have completed their terms of ſervice by the laſt of May 
next, and that a great proportion of the remainder will have 
done, the ſame about the cloſe of the enſuing fall, unleſs they 
can, be induced to re-engage,—of which the ill ſucceſs of our 
preſent exertions to enliſt thoſe + whoſe engagements are about 
to expitelafford but an unfavorable proſpect. This and the 
gens tall temper of the officers, diſſatisfied much with their ſitu- = 
P I EO INE 1 Ct: ea tat 24: t £8 ation, It, 4 
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Nie; will ſuggeſt a ſtrong argument agginſt 
jedts in contemplation. | 
„In hate ver point of light the ſubject is placed, RET 


to perform our part of the contract appears to me infinitely" too 


doubrful and precarious to juſtify the undertaking, A failure, 


as I have already obſerved, would involve conſequences too age 


licate and diſagreeable to be hazarded. Bat, at the ſame time 
that my judgment is againſt this, I am clearly of opinion "that 


we ſhould attempt every thing that our circumſtances will per- 
mit: but, as the extent of our power muſt be Pa, e by 
ree to act 


many poſüble events, I would wiſh to hold ourſelves | 
according to either poſſibility, and as a clearer view of our fy- 
ture reſources may authoriſe. —If the enemy entirely leave 
theſe ſtates, it will produce a vaſt change in our affairs ; and 


new proſpects may open, of which we can at preſent have but a 
very imperfect idea. It would be a great ſtep towards raiſing 
the value of our money, which would give a new ſpring to our 


H 0 1100 


military operations. We 110 de able to undertake much more i 
than we can now foreſee. jp 
If the enemy attempt to keep polis in theſe ates, a primaty 


object ill he to expel them if in our power :—if not we muſt 


make proper proviſion to bar their depredations, and muſt tu 


our attention to the ſecurity. of our frontiers, by purſuing fuck | 
meaſures as ſhall be within the reach of our abilities. houg k 
wr may not be able to launck into ſo wide a field as we could 


with, ſomething upon a more particular ſcale may be enterpriſ- 
ed. Detroit and Niagara may perhaps be reduced, though 
Canada may not be an acceſſion to the confedęracy — With ® 
view to what is poſſible, preparations may be going on, and we 
can make ere an W of 2 757 as We n find. prafiicu- | 


ble. 


_ ads thers k is no time to be loſt i in 1 doing this; 1 mall give N 
neceſſary orders ſo far as relates to the article of provifion, 
which indeed has been already done it part. Magazines of 


forage, materials for boat and ſhip building, and other articles, 
muſt alſo he provided, —which will depend on the final arrange- 


ments and more definitive inſtructions of Congreſs, ' Theſe 
meaſures will be ueceſſary to be taken whether the preſent” 
plan is carried on, or whether ſomething leſs extenſive, depend= 
ing wholly on ourſelves, is ſubſtituted in its place... ſhall - 


wait the further orders of Congreſs for the government of my 


conduct ãn delivering the plan to the marquis as their reſolution 
ſeems to require, or in tranſmitting | it immediately to doctor / 


Franklin as the letter from the committee ſeems to direct. At 
preſent 


* * 


- GENERAL WASHINGT ON's 
vine I am under ſome. doubt n the inter 
n ene 


a this articular. FAN: (RES Sd 

ve the 8 V% 

P. S. I ſhali uſe every mean“ in my power to obtain intelli- 
gence in the points mentioned in the reſolution of the twenty- 
fixth ultimo, and bad taken meaſures for the purpoſe with re- 
ſpect to Canada before. Mr. Livingſton, an officer in the corps 
of guards, will have the honor of preſenting theſe diſpatches to 
your excelleney. Their importance requiring more than a 
common meſſenger, he very obligingly ondertook, OE . 
ation, to give tnem a late any nn | e 


Sis, | | 8 . Nov. 12, 17; 8. 


INCLOSED I have the honor to tianſmit the copy of 2 
OR: from brigadier-general Hamilton to general Heath. I 
did not chuſe to +. om the requeſt without the concurrence of 
Co ngrefs, though at the ſame time I think it may be ſafeſy 
Sag It will 2 the trouble and expenſe of another eſcort 
at a future day.—I ſhall be glad of the determination of 'Con- 

as ſpecdily as poſſible, as the flag veſſel, bound to Virgi- 
nia with the baggage of che convention e will perhaps * 
detained for the anſwer. 


1 have the honor to be, Se. WE, #1 6. W. 
1 e 8 * 13, TY 


BARON De Steuben will have the honor- of delivering 
you this. He waits upon Congreſs on the ſubject of the. in- 
pectorſhip, which he is extremely anxious ſhould be put upon 
ſome decided footing. He appears to be ſenſible of ſome diffi- 
oulties in the plan formerly propoſed, and which I had the ho- 
nor ſome time fince to tranſmit my obſervations upon, —and 
.defirous that they ſhould not prove an obſtruction to the pro- 
reſs of an inſtitution, which, if accommodated to the circum- 
Rances and ſentiments of the army, promiſes very great advan- 
tages to the ſervice. The fuccels the baron had in the begin- 
ning, and the benefits derived from it, make me regret the ob- 
ſtacles that have fo long ſuſpended bis exertions; and I ſhould 
wiſh he may have it in his power to reſume them on principles 
N > roger ras of the ſervice. On theſe J have Wet fully 
1 E ., 


9 =» 4 
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ieated my ideas; and it is Major, Tris bag 


7 1 have the honor to be, K. ; 8. 
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10 Aye the honor to tranſmit you the copy of a letter 
of the tenth inſtant, which I received yeſterday from fir Heary 
Clinton, ea the ſubje& of exchanging the priſoners of the cor: 
vention,=Should the propofition be agreeable to Congreſs, I 
ſhall be glad to receive powers to enter into a negotiation as 
ſoon as poſſible, as it may probably relieve our officers upon 
parole from the diſagreeable neceſſity of returning to Neu- 
York. I will juſt ' obferve, that, Mould an exchange take 
place upon the terms propoſed by fir Henty, I thould ſuppoſe 
we ſhall not he obliged to, give up any confiderable number.of 

rivates by way of compoſition, as the officers of the convention 
{ſhould the whole be ſuffered to be exchanged) would go 
great way tow :ards liberating ours at preſeut in the hands of the 
enemy. But it cannot 8 expected that they will leave; their 
troops entirely deſtitute of officers. Mx. commiſſary Clark, 
mentioned by fie Henry Clinton, Was permitted by general 
Heath to go from Boſton to New-York to ſettle the accounts 
and procure money for the diſcharge of the debts of the trogps 


ut ut Calnbridge..<l. have the honor to be, 8 G. W. 
' "Sin 7 Head-Ruarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 16, 1778, 


I HAD the honor of receiving your favor of the ſixth 
rey: with the incloſed copy of a letter from the preſident 
of the council of New-Jerſey, relative to an expected attaeäk 
upon the weſtern frontier of that ftate.—LI have juſt received 
a letter from general Hand giving intelligence of an attack up- 
on colonel Alden's regiment at Cherry- Valley, effected by 
ſurpi ife, iu con :ſequence of which, there is too much reaſon to 
apprehend that regiment ' may full a ſrerifice:. 1 tranlmit 
copy of the diſpatches announcing this diſagreeable affair, 

Theſe depredations of the enemy give me the moſt ſeriaus 
concern. T lament that we have not yet had it in our po 
to give them an effectual check. I am perfectly, convinced 
that the only certain way of preventing Indian ravages. is, to 
carry the war vigorouſly into their own country, But as this 
is thought impratticable at this late feaſon of the vear from the 
itate of the water, and other impediments, I fear we muſt cor 
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teilt gohrfelves with defenfive precautions I the preſent.— 
; haye' ready informed Congreſs that colonel. Cortlandt's regi- 
ment Rad marched towards the Miniſinks: but, having , lince 
directed count Pulaſki to proceed with his corps to Colesfort 
in that neighborhood, colonel Cortlandt will, take poſt. ſome- 
where between that place and Rochefter. Orders are now 
given to colonel Spencer's regiment and colonel. Armand's 
| 9 ta join general Pulaſk?.--Fhis diſpoſition is agrecable to 
the opinion of governor Clinton and other gentlemen acquainted 
with the country whom I have conſulted, aud is calculated to 
cover the eaſtern frontier of Pennſylvania, New- Jerſey, and the 
weſtern part of New- Vork. — I ſhall alfo. immediately ſend the 
remainder of general Clinton's brigade to Albany, When, ar- 
rived there, if any thing offenfive can poſſibly be undertaken, 
it ſhalt be done: if not, they will be diſpoſed of in a manner 
that ſhall ſeem beſt adapted for protection and defence. 
With the greateft relpeBiand s, 1 AD, ae your moſt 
= egen e 2 | . W. 


* 


oy Sa, W Head. Quarters, Pidielirg, 1 Now: 6, 7778 


BV the time this reaches. you, general Du. Portail will 
"ably be at Philadelphia. One part af his buſineſs is to 
profecute the directions given him ſome time ſince for forming 
2 plan for the defence of the river Delaware, to be ſubmitted 
to Congreſs: another part is to underſtand from Congreſs what 
may be their views and wiſhes with reſpect to his further conti- 
ZN nuance i in Ame rica, and that of the three other enen at- 
3 tached to him. 
le informs me that the furlough he obtained from the eourt 
of. France expires in February next, and that, unleſs there i 15. a 

certain proſpect of his being employed bercaket 5 in a manner 
uſeful to the ſtates and honorable to himſelf, he intends imme 
diately to return, He therefore wiſhes. forme explicit ideas to 
be realiſed on the fubject. He is alfo anxious that ſomething 
; definitive ſhould be done with reſpect to the pay and the other 


1 appointments both of himſelf and the other gentlemen with 


kim, which have been hitherto undecided, and have left them 
5n an uncertain and difagreeable ſtuation. Added to this, he 


— N 15 STE to haue ſome arrangement fixed for he rules and 


18 of fervice in his department. 
Te delivered me, ſome days ſince, a 4 for 

| e and which I have now the banor to incloſe, contain- 
: is ideas on a general ſyſtem of fortification for theſe ſtates, 
| 8 which he requeſted me to accompany. with wy; ſentiments, 

| But 


— 
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But it includes queſtions of finance and conſiderations of policy 


the moſt extenſive and important, of which Congrels alone can 


form a competent judgment, I ſhall therefore only ſay, that, 
conſidered merely i in a military. point of view, the plan appears 


10 me worthy of very ſerious attention. 


g +: 
It is but juſtice to general Du Portail to obſerve that 1 have 
a high opinion of his merit and abilities, and eſteem him not 


only well acquainted with the particular branch he profeſſes, 
but a man of ſound judgment and real knowledge in military 


ſcience in general. I have alſo a very favorable opinion of the 
other gentlemen. 1 will take the liberty to add that it appears 
to me that it will be extremely neceſſary and uſeful in our fu- 
ture operations, whether directed to offence or defence, —whe- 


ther to diſpoſſeſs the enemy of poſts in our front, to aſſiſt in 


carrying on the propoſed expedition into Canada, or any other 


on a leſs extenſive plan which may be ſubſtituted in its , ſtead 
for the mere ſecurity of our frontier. 


Monſieur De Murnon has ſerved in quality of engineer anger: 
general Du Portail ſince the firſt of March laſt, with the pro- 


- miſe of a majority from the committee of arrangement at Val- 
| ley-Forge. He has never yet received his commiſſion.” This, 
TI preſume, has been forgotten in a crowd of more important _ 


falrs.— With the en un een and eſteem, I have the hon 


55. be, &c. *. 21 1 


— — 


Sia, : g ; Hit Neff Fredericfbure, Nov. 18, 1778. 


COUNT Kolhowſki, who will have the honor of deliver- 
ing you this, is a Poliſh officer who is defirous of entering into 
our ſervice. I incloſe your excellency two letters in his favor 


7 


from doctor Franklin and Mr. Deane; added to which, he is 
tecommended to me by count Pulaſki as a brave and afefal of- 
ficer who ſerved under him in Poland. He wiſhes him to be 


pc in his legion, with the rank of captain and the pay of 


ſieutenant, —to perform the duties of the latter till he can gi ve 
proofs of his talents and obtain ſome other employ. 


With . er n and . I have the honor te to be, 
Ric. 7 <4 6. W. 


555 115 "= Bas. Beavis, nn Nov. as, 575 


MR. Wheelock will have the honor of preſenting this let- 


ter to your excellency. He waits on Congreſs upon the affaiis 
15 1 a regiment under the command of colonel Bede], * which, it 


een, was raiſcd in the Cb county, or at leaſt has deen 
kep- 


' — 4 5 - & ENERAL.WASHINGTON's 
kept up fipce March laſt upon the recommendation of- the mar- 
quis Fayette when at Albany, This CQrps, according: rw 
ineloſeil ſtate by Mr. Wheelock, who is the lieutenant col 
to Which 1 beg leave to refer Congrels, and according to ot 2 
information I have received, was at firſt aſſembled under the 
direction of major-general Gates about this, time twelyemogth, 
for the purpoſe of a ſudden enterpriſe againſt St. John's, and 
the enemy's armed veſſels lying there, and was | engaged till the | 
laſt of March. 
cannot ee to ſay in what manner or how uſefully 
this regiment has been employed, or to what extent in point f 
men. But Mr. Wheelock ſays it has been of great ſervice : ave _ | 
the object of his preſent journey is to obtain the difection of 
Congrels for their being paid when proper rolls are produced, 


and their determination whether it is to be diſbanded now, ar 


continued till April next, the period for which the men are nb ic 
to have engaged, though the marquis's recommendation extend 
ed only to the end of the preſent campaign. © 
Ihe regiment may or may not be neceilary in 8 M uch . 
wilt depend on the ſyſtem of conduct the enemy purſue the next 
campaign, and on our own operations. I would. obſerve, under 
its preſent engagement, its ſervices were to be local, or at leait 
confined to a certain quarter. If it ſhould be deemed expedi- 
ent to-re-enlift it, if practicable it ſhould be done on the gene- 
ral ſcale of acting wherever it may he requilite (though perhaps 

t may not be pollible to accqmpliſh it: and, in ſuch caſe, it 
will alfs be material for the public to have a more perfect Know- 
ledge of its arrangements than what I apprehend it has hither- 


to had —1 have the honor to be, & : 8. We. 93 
- | | 8 , | | T? 1 | 5 
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1 HAD the honor af your excellency's two favors of. _ 0 
fourteenth and fifteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incluſures.— 
The confideration of doctor Conolly' s caſe, with the reſolution 
of Congreſs, I have tranſmitted to fir Henry Clinton. 

In my letter of the fixteenth I communicated to your excel- 
lency the attempt on Fort-Alden by the ſavages.—l have fince ? 
receiyed the. incloſed diſpatches confirming that diſagrecable © 
account. I alſo informed Congreſs at the fame time of the ſteps 
which were taken for the Tecurity of the frontier of Penaſylva- 
nia, New-Ferſcy, and the weſtern part of New- Vork, —and that 
the two remaining regiments of general Clinion' 8 brigads: were 9 
ordered to Albany. yn ef ave} var ai bac tnt 


— 


cloſure teferred to, came to hand yeſterday.— I had before 5e ln 
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I have to regret that the condition of 91 18 8 58 -xlges - | . 
"nod admit of a compliance with repeated detachwents. from this 25 
army. However, that every thing poſſible might be dene un- 
der our preſent circumſtances, general Hand was, further, i in- 
itructed on the fixteenth inſtant to confer with general Schuy- 
ler at Albany, and with thoſe perſons i in that part of the coun- 
try who could in any manner aſſiſt in forming his jodgmeat on 
the beſt meaſures to be purſued with the troops which, were 
employed in the ſeveral quarters: and yeſterday I changed his 
command to that of the Minifinks, and forwarded him an ex 
tract from colonel Hartley's letter of the ninth, that he might 
accommodate his diſpoſitions to recent events. I have only to 


add on this ſubject, that, on the twentieth, brigadier-general 
Clinton ſet out to take the command at Albany, with directions 


10 conſult with general Hand, and to form with him ſuch com- 
bined arrangements as may appear moſt conſiſtent with their u- 
nited ſtrength. — I am, fir, with great reſpect, &c. „ 8 
P. 8. As the troops of the convention are approaching the 
North: -11ver, I am throwing over a part of the army in order to 
form a line of poſts parallel to their march, for the grectgt; le- | 
guns, of f che ſeveral paſſes leading to the river, --.., rota 


\ 


Sis, . Head. Quartert, er Nov. 23, ey * 
JOHN Temple, eſquire, will have the honor of preſenting. 


this to your excellency. I do not know what Mr. Temple 8 


views are; but it ſeems he has ſome application to make to 
Congrels. 1 never till now had the pleaſure of a perſonal ac- 


<quaintance with him: but, from the terms in which Mr. Bow- 


doin ſpeaks of him, as your excellency will perceive by the in- 


cloſed letter, — and from other recommendations I have had:6f 


him, I confider him as 2 gentleman of ſenſe and merit, and of 


warm attachment to the rights of his country, for which, 


he appears to have ſuffered greatly in the preſent, Not ph 
I have the honor to be, Kc. 3 G. W. bo 


4 
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YOUR excellency” s letter of the eighteenth, 15 the, intro 


TH F. 


ceived the intelligence contained in Mr. Deane's letter, and in ' 
conſequence” made part of the detachments which haye been | 


mentioned, in my late letters, It is highly probable that the 
| late 
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kept up "PRO March laſt upon the recommendation of the mar- 
ulis Fayette when at Albany. This carps, according to tba 
ineloſeil ſtate by Mr. Wheelock, who is the lieutenant colopel, 
to Which I beg leave to refer Congrels, and according-to-0ther': 
ivformation I have received, was at firſt aſſembled under the 
direction of major-general Gates about this time twelvemogth, 
for the purpoſe of a ſudden enterpriſe againſt St. John's, and 
the enemy's armed veſſels lying Tm and was engaged rill che 
laſt of March. 

'F cannot undertake to fay in what manver or how uſefully. 
this regiment has been employed, or to what extent in point of 
men. But Mr. Wheelock ſays it has been of great ſer vice: anti 
the object of his preſent journey is to obtain the ditection of 
Congrels for their being paid when proper rolls are produced, 
and their determination whether it is to be diſbanded now, or : 
continued till April next, the period, for which the men are ſau. 
to have engaged, though the marquis's recommendation extend 
ed only to the end of the preſent campaign. 9 

The: regiment may or may not be neceſfary in 8 ' * uch 7 
wilt depend on the ſyſtem of conduct the enemy purſuę the next 
campaign, and on our own operations. I would obſerve, under 
its preſent engagement, its ſervices were to be local, or at leaſt. 
confined to a certain quarter. If. it ſhould be deemed expedi- 
ent to-re-enlift it, if practicable it ſhould be done on the geny-. 
ral feale of acting wherever it may be requiſite. (though perhaps . 
it may not be poſſible to accqmpliſh it): and, in ſuch caſe, it 
will alſo be material for the public to have à more perfect know- - 
ledge of its arrangements than what I apprehend it has hither- 


to d —l have the honor. to be, &. 8 8. We ) 
Si, ; FE 3 Frederiefury, . 27, 4716. 


1 HAD the honor of your excellency's two favors of. the: yy 
fourteenth and fifteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures.— 
The confideration of doctor Conolly* s caſe, with the reſolution | 

of Congrefs, I have tranſmitted to fir Henry Clinton. 

In my letter of the ſixteenth I communicated to your excel- 
lency the attempt on Fort-Alden by the ſavages.—l have fince > 
receiyed the incloſed diſpatches confirming that diſagrecable 
account. I alſo informed Congreſs at the ſame time of the ſteps 
which were taken for the ſecurity, of the frontier of Pengſylva=;!! 3 
nia, New-Jerſcy, and the weſtern part of New- Vork, —and that 
the two remaining regiments of general Clinton! 8 le were 0 
ordered 0 Albany. | 2 +7 ar} ax 54 ancient 


* 
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I hays! to regret that the condition of affairs j is F 58 daes 
not admit of a compliance with repeated detzchwents. from 44-4 
army. However, that every thing poſſible might be dne un- 
der bur preſent circumſtances, general Hand was, furth len. in- 
itructed on the fixteenth inſtant to confer with general 8 Schuy- 
ler at Albany, and with thoſe perſons in that patt of the coun- 
try who could in any manner aſſiſt in forming his judgment on 
the beſt meaſures to be purſued with the troops which weie 

„employed in the ſeveral quarters: and yeſterday I changed his 
command to that of the Minifinks, and forwarded him an es- 
tract from colonel Hartley's letter of the ninth, that he mighe - 
accommodate his diſpoſitions to recent events. I have only to 
add on this ſubject, that, on the twentieth, brigadier-general 
Clinton ſet out to take the command at Albany, with directions 
to conſult with general Hand, and to form with him ſuch com- 
bined arrangements as may appear moſt conſiſtent with their * 
nited ſtrength.— I am, fir, with great re ſpect, &c. E 8. W. 5 

P. 8. As the troops of the convention are approaching. the 
Northiuiver, I am throwing over à part of the army in order to 
form a line of poſts paralle T1 their march, for the rest. le; 5 
curity of the ſeveral paſſes leading to'fhe river, .roobaryg 
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__ © JOHN Temple, eſquire, will have the honor of preſenting 
this to your excellency. I do not know what Mr. Temple's 
views are; but it ſeems he has ſome application to make to 
Congreſs. 1 never till now had the pleaſure of a perſonal : ac- 
quaintance with him: but, from the terms in which Mr. Bow- 
doin ſpeaks of him, as your excellency will perceive by the in- 
cloſed letter, —and from other recommendations I have had-6?. 
him, I conſider him as 2 gentleman of ſenſe and merit, an of 

warm attachment to the rights of his country, for which, 
he appears to have ſuffered greatly in the preſent. Get | 


I have the honor to be, &c. I | 1 0 Ye 
i 15 e y _— 

9 Head-YQuarters, Fredenicſhurg, New: 23; 17 78. 12 57 
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— YOUR excellency's letter of the eighteenth, with then; 
cloſure'teferred to, came to hand yeſterday.— I had before, 56 610 
ceived the intelligence contained in Mr, Deane's letter, and in; „ 
conſequence” made part of the detachments which haye been of 


mentioned, in my late letters, It is u ghly probable that the 
late 


185 


% © GENERAL WASHINGTON | 


„%% $03.0; 19.4850 # 0, PIP „ 
Lite incurſions: and outrages were committed by the parties com- 
prebhended in Mr. Deane's intelligence; and I ſhould hope that 
the force already gone from the army, to ether with the ſea on, 
wal prevent them at leaſt from making Farther great depreda- 
tions. 8 TE CREED eee EE 
Since I had the honor of addrefling your excellency on the 
twenty - firſt, I received a letter from general Hand, of the eigh- 
| teenth, an extract from which you will find inclofed, with copies 
| of a letter from major Whiting and one from a Mr. Clyde.— 
| "Theſe will inform Congreſs, that, though the ravages at Cher- 
| ry-Valley ſettlement were great in the late attack by the ſava- 
| ges, yet our loſs was much leſs than we had reaſon to apprehend 
it from our former advices. The account of the enemy's hav- 
ing ſtormed the fort, and cut off Alden's regiment, happily 


turns out premature. The incloſure, No, 2, which is a copy 
of a letter from lord Stirling of the ſeventeenth, will adviſe 
Congreſs that the fleet of tranſports, which had lain at the Hook 
for ſome days before, came up the preceding night to the wa- 
| tering- place, and alſo that ſome of the ſhips of war had return- 
+ ed to York diſmaſted.— Vour excellency will alſo ſee by the 
incloſure, No. 3, (which contains an extract from a letter from 
7 general Sullivan, of the eighteentn inſtant) the lateſt advices I 
| have reſpecting admiral Biron's. fleet. From the loſs of the 
| Somerfet, and theſe ſeveral accounts, they ſuffered ſeverely in 
1 their late cruiſe. 1 ic 2 n 
| November 24.—T juſt received from general Hand the incloſ- 
| ed petition from major Whitcomb, addrefled to Congreſs, and 
| bis letter to general Hand, of the ſame date. My information 
| r ſpecting the corps under major Whitcomb's commant has hi- 
| therto been very imperfect; and even now I do not know the 
| terms on which it was engaged: nor had 1, till theſe letters 
| [ came to hand, any reaſon ro think that the troops above had 
| | not all been cqually paid, having lent up a ſupply of money for 
| the purpoſe ſoon after I came to this camp, and authoriſed the 
Ppaymaſter-general a few days ago to forward a further quantity. 
| El ſhall immediately write to general Clinton, now on his way 
4 10 Albany, to fend a proper officer to maſter the corps, and al- 
: ſo three companies (which he calls provincials) under his direc- 
4 | tion ſaid to Le engaged to the firſt of next month; after which, . 
14 both will be paid on his preſenting proper rolls. With reſpect | 
to clothing, the only application I recollect to have had from 
major Whitcomb was anſwered with ſuch ſupplies, both in yan- 
__ tity and quality, as our ſtores would admit of. It may perhaps z 
be practicable hereafter to put his corps on a better footing in! 
this inſtance. | . 
7 The i - 
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The alarm which major Whitcomb wks of in the beginaing 
of” his letter to general Hand was occaſioned' (as Congreſs will 
eive by a copy of another letter from him to general Hand) 
a deſcent made by a body of men in the country +about the 


fouth- end of lake Champlain, and who, according. to his report, 
have done conſiderable damage. een 


TI directed general Portail ſome time ago to take a view of 


the warks carrying on in the Highlands for the defence af the 


North-river, and to make an eſtimate of the cannon neceffary 


for the purpoſe. This he did: and, as he is now at Philadel- 
phia, I have written to him by this conveyance, and requeſted 
him to preſent the eſtimate to Congreſs. I am ſorry the num- 
ber wanted is ſo great, and the more fo as I find upon inquiry 
that the Saliſbury furnace in Connecticut, which uſed to caſf ſo“ 


many, is much out of repair, and could not poſſibly be put in 


order, and in a proper Rate for ſupplies, before May. — f he 


providing of cannon is a matter of infinite importance; and I 
am perſuaded Congreſs will take every means in their power to 
accompliſh it. _ Beſides the preſſing and extenfive demande for | 
the works on the North- river, we cannot extend our: VIEWS too 


- fool to the obtaining further large ſupplies. We muſt in the 


— 


. courſe of things have occaſion: for a great er of artillery: and, 


in any enterpriſe we may undertake agaiaſt Canada, whether 
on a large or ſmall ſcale, ſeveral peices ot various calibers will 
be abſolutely eſſential. Beſides armiog the ſhips and veflels we 
ſhall be obliged to beild to gain the navigation of the: lakes, 


dur, land operations will require a great number. 


A detachment of continental troops will condu&t. thoſe of the 
convention. from the North-river to the Delaware. The Ger- 


man battalion is to compole part of the eſcort : aud, after the 
convention troops croſs to Pennſylvania, I have directed it, in 


' conſequence of the intelligence tranſmitted af late by Congreſs 
reſpecting the frontiers, to proceed to Eaſton with all its bag- 
gage, where it is to wait till general Hand arrives at the Mini- 
inks, and whence it will be ready to act as circumſtances. may 
require. At the ſame time, if theſe frequent detachments from 
the army could be avoided, it were much to be wiſhed. | The 
Troops will be by this means in a very diſperſed itate:z and, be- 


9 


. 
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des lofing perhaps ſome advantages which. might preſent them- 

elves if they were more collected, their diſciphne will be \great- 

—" injured, and-it will be extremely dificult, from a variety of 

© cauſes, to draw them together again: and, if it ſhould be prac- 

| Eicable, it is highly probable we ſhall God N ane 

im aired by deſertion and other wiſe. : 

Wo have the honor to be, ..... ib; W. 

Head. 
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1  _CENFRAL WASHINGTON 


Lin, r Head-Byatters, November 26 7776. 


MR. John Dodge will have the honor of delivering this 
1 to your excellency. His hiſtory is that he is a native of 
Connecticut, and about eight years ago, ab he informs me; ſet- 
tled in the country between Detroit aud Pittſburg as an Indian 
trader z—that he carried on commerce till January 1776, when, 
tor his attachmont to our cauſe and the meaſures he had taken 
to promote it, he became obnoxious to the enemy, was feized 
by order of the gove:nor of Detroit, was thrown into priſon, 
and there continued till the beginning of May taft, when be 
was ſent to Quebec z—that on the aint of October he efcaped 
from thence and got into our ſettlements, through the aid 0 a 
Era Caghnewaga who came with him here on friday laſt. 

I find Mr, Dodge an intelligent young man, intimately ac- 
e with ell the tract of country between Pittſburg and 
Detroit, and with that lying on Lake Erie, alſo with moſt of 
the ſavage tribes in theſe parts, and with their languages. He 
is likewiſe well acquainted with the communication from Tor- 
Stanwix to Oſwego and Niagara. 

1 believe Mr. Dodge: 's hiſtory to be true; and] froth a vari. 
ety of circcumftances, * am perſuaded of his Gen ituthwment to 
us: and I would take the liberty to ſuggeſt to Congreſs that I 
think he may be of very important ſervice to us in any enter- 

riſe we may undertake in the weſtern quarter, ot againſt the 
ce ou Lake Erie or Lake Ontario. This coufideration, with 
that of his I1cfTes and ſufferings which I am inclined to believe 
kave been confiderable, ſeems to make him worthy of notice 
and attention. — His information is good and clear in ſeveral 
points which I know myſelf, and in many -othere (from the 


manner in which he delivered it) far ſuperior and much more 


tatisfattory than what I have been able to "Qarive from any other 
perſon.—As I have obſerved before, Mr. Dodge appears to me 
« valuable intelligencer; ; and, it Congress are pleaſed to honor 
him with an opportunity, de will give them an account of the 
putts of Detroit and Niagara when he left them, and of that at 
Michilimackinac,—cf the enemy's naval force on Lakes Erie 
and Ontario, and of ſuch other matters in Canada as he was a- 
ble to inform himſelf of, either by his own obſervation or the, 


relation of others. 


General Gates ſupplied Mr. Dodge with ſome money to n 


feay bis es penſes from Botton to this place, and I have advanc- 


ed bim to-day a hundred ang fifty dollars more to Ve him to 
Þ! viladelphia.—L have the honor to be, Ke. - 6, WI 

FL Mr. Dodge means to call on inajor Butler of the light 
tops, 
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troops, with whom he ſays he is well acquainted. He allo ſays 
he is extremely well acquainted with colonel Wood of Virginia, 
but he is not in camp z—and he adds that he was at Pittt- 
burg in 1975 5, when doctor Walker, Mr. Wilſon, and Lewis 
Monis elquire, were theite as commiſſioners, and engayed at 
that time to uſe his influence to keep the m_— quiet, * 


"mY 


| * 2 S bl * 4 * 


| SIR, Head. Juarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 27. 1778. 
I WAS yeſterday honored with your favor of the twenti- 
eth, with its ſeveral incloſures.—Congreſs will be pleaſed to 
accept my acknowledgments for the communication of the trea- 
ties between his moit chriflian majeſty and the United States. 
The reſolve reſpecting the exchange of . priſoners has been 
tranſmitted to fir Henry Clinton, and I have appointed com- 
miſoners (if he thinks Pane to meet his at N TRE ſe- 
venth of next month. 2 75 

I have the pleaſure to 70 Re dota that the whole army 
(one brigade and the light corps excepted) is now in motion 
to the N of their reſpective cantonments for winter-quar- 
ters. I have thought it prudent to delay this event a While, 
ro give time for the convention troops to make ſome progrets 
in croſſiag the North- river, to prevent a poſſibility of accident. 
The third divifion pafſes chis day; and, if no unexpected inter- 
ruption happens, the whole will be over, the thirtieth inſtant. 
When their paſſage is completed, the remaining troops W in 
che feld will immediately retite to quarters. 

The diſpoſition for winter-quarters is as follows Nine bri. 
ti will be ſtationed on the weft fide of Hudſon's: river ex- 
clufive of the garriſon at Weſt-Point,—one of which (the 
North Carolina brigade) will 'be near Smith” s Clove for the 
ſecurity of that paſs, aud as a reinforcement to Weſt- Point in 
caſe of neceſſity; another (the Jerſey brigade) will be at Eli- 
zabethtown, to cover the lower part of Jerſey; and the other 
ſeven; conſiſting of the Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, and 
Pennſylvania troops, willbe at Middlebroock.— Six brigades will. 
be left on the eait ſide of the river and at Welt-Point' three 
of which (of the Maffachuſetts troops) will be ttationed for the 
immediate defence of the Highlands; one at Weit- Point im add 
dition to the garriſon already there; and the other two at Fifh- 
kill and the Continental Vithige,— The remaining three bri-. 
gades, compoſed of the New-Hampſhire and Connecticut troops, 
and Hazen's regiment,. will be poſted i in the vicinity of Dan 
buty, for the protection of the country lying Ong ny Sound, 
i Kobe 11 2 Zu <7 4 i. > FE 
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to cover our magazines lying on Connecticut river, and to: aid 
Tighlands on any ſerious movement of the enemy that 
wa) The park of artiflery will be at Pluckenim.— The ca- 
1 i will be di iſpoſed of thus :—Bland's regiment at Wincheſ- 
ter ip Virginia, Baylor's at Frederic or Hagarſtown in Mary- 
and, M 'oylan's at Lancaſter in Pennſylvania, and Sheldon's at 
Durham in Connecticut. Lee's corps will be with that part 
of the army which is in the Jerſeys acting on the advanced 
poſts. —This comprehends the general diſtribution of the army, 
Except Clinton's brigade of New-York troops, Pulaſki's corps, 
and ſome detached regiments and corps ſtationed at Albauy 
and at different parts of the frontier, of which Congreſs have 
already been particularly adviſed. —General Putnam will com- 
mand at Danbury, General M. Dougal i in the Highlands, and 
my own quarters will be in the Jerfeys, in the neighborhood. of - 
r 
This difpeũ tion appeared to me beſt calculated to conciliate 
as far as poſſible thefe ſeveral objects, —the protection of the 
country, the fecurity of the important poſts in the Highlands, 
the ſafety, diſcipline, and eaſy ſubſiſtenee of the army. Lo 
have kept the troops in a collected ſtate would have increaſed 


infinitely the expenſe and difficulty of ſubfiſting them, both 


with reſpe& to forage and proviſions: to have.divided them 
into ſmaller cantonments would have made it far leſs prattica- 
ble to maintain order and diſcipline among them, and would 
have put them leſs in a condition ta control and prevent offen- 
five operations on the ſide of the enemy, or to affemble to take 


| advantage ot any favorable opening v which their future ſituation 


may offer, ſhould they be obliged to weaken themſelves by 
further detachments ſo far as to invite an enterpriſe wank 
them, 

By the eſtimate of the arb 0e and eee 
ral, it appears indiſpenſable to have the principal part of the 
army on the other ſide of the North- river. It was thought 


impracticable to furniſh the neceſſary ſupplies of flour for the 


whole, on this ſide the river, from the immenfe difficulty and 
expenſe of tranfportation in the winter feaſon, and from the ex- 
hauſted ſtate of the country with reſpect to foxage.—As this 
ſubject has been already fully before Congrefs, I ſhall not trou- 
ble them with a repetition of the detail. In order as much 
10 poſithle to reduee the demand of forage and facilitate the 

ſupplies, I have. given directions, when the ſeveral diviſions ar- 


rive at their cantonments, to tend away to convenient. places at 


a diſtance from them all the horſes not abſolutcly requiſite to 


"Tt 


* 
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it is unneceſſary to add that the troops muſt again have” E. 
works to the expedient of hutting as they did la Year. Bur, 
as they are now well clad, and we have had more ed to 
make ſome little preparations for winter-quarters, I hope! they 
will be in a more comfortable ſituation than they were in the 
preceding winter.—With the higheſt æeſpect and a ['ha . 


the honor to be, &c. T0 
| — | 


Sta, 1 8 „ Eee i! 4, 0 5 
BETWEEN Fredericſburg and this place where I arri- 


ved yeſterday afternoon, I had the honor to receive your ex- 
cellency's ſeveral favors of the twenty-ſixth, twenty-ſeventh, 
and twenty-eighth, in due. order, with their ſeveral incloſures, 
which ſhall have my attention. My being on the road from 
the time of their coming to hand till yeſterday prevented me 
from acknowledging | them before, 

As many inconveniences would attend the removing of the 
fick officers and men of the convention troops by land, and the 
ofticers having families, I have written to general Gates to per- 
mit them to proceed to the falls of James“. river by water, on 
the officers? giving their paroles that they and the men will 
perform the voyage. I have alſo acquainted him of the meet- 
ing in contemplation for an exchange of priſoners, that the offi- 
eers may not leave Boſton till the reſult is now rn. 

With reſpect to major De Paſſern of the regiment of Heſſe- 
Hanau, I hope he may be releafed by an exchange; after which, 
it will remain with him to obtain liberty from fir Henry Clinton 
to return to Europe. But if the exchange in agitation ſhould 
not take place, I ſhould be happy if Congreſs themſelves would 
decide whether he is to be allowed his requeſt. —If on my per- 
miſſion he ſhould go to Europe without application to and the 
conſent of the Britiſh commander (which ſeems to be his inten- 
tion), the enemy might not think themſelves bound upon a fu- 
ture occaſion to accout for him. 


I have the honor to de, &c. 6: W. 
a i q ————— | a 384% LR 35 1 
fig 3 Elizabethtown, December 5, 1558. 


I HAVE. the honor to addreſs you by command of his 
excellency, who went from this place at four o'clock this morn- 
ing in conſequence of advice received laſt night that fifty-two 
veſſels great and ſmall, including a bomb-ketch, with troops on 
board, had the day before * moved up the North-river 

as 
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a Hat as Cloyſter-landing, ad yeſterday mo:ning got under way 
and were proceeding farther up. He propoſed to make his ſirſt 
Rage at, Acquakenunk, and to proceed a> his future intelligence 
might require. He is much at a loſs to determine the defign of 
the enemy, but thinks it may either have reſpect to the forts i in 
the Highlands or to the convention troops. þ 

When he left Peekſkill, the two Maſſachuſetts brigedes,. on 
their march thither from Hartford, were not arrived, ſo that the 
troops on the ſpot were only the original g garriſon of W eſt Point, 
and Nixon's brigade which Jay near the Continental Village : 


but, without the moſt inexplicable delay, thoſe muſt have reach- 


ed their deſtination ſome days fince. If fo, and the enemy 
ſhould meditate a ſtroke againſt Weſt-Point, they will probably 
fall in it unleſs there mould be ſomething like a ſurpriſe. —'1 he 
general alſo thinks it probable that the Maryland diviſion were 


veſterday evening at the Clove. Their inſtructions were, to 


communicate with Weſt- Point and reinforce it on any emergency. 
They were, in addition to them, directed laſt night by expreſs 
to move immediately towards the forts, diveſted of baggage and 
artillery, for the more ſpeedy communication.—The Carolina 


brigade has been ſame time ſtationed at © entrance of the 


Clove. 

One brigade of the Virginia eee is at 8 and the 
other two were expected to reach Springfield yeſterday. The 
Pennſylvania. troops, it is ſuppoſed, would be at Acquakenunk 
or ja the neighborhood of Paramus.—Theſe troops, 1mmed1- 
ately on receiving the preſent intelligence, were ordered to halt; 
and his excellency is gone forward to, regulate their movements 
according to circumſtances.— The brigade in this town is order. 
l to hold itſelf in readineſs, 

If the convention traops ſhouid be their wee tis probable 
the attempt will be too late to anſwer any purpoſe :.the rear di- 
viſion was to croſs the North-river on wedneſday. laſt, but muſt 
certainly have done it on thurſday; ; the front muſt be not far 
from the Delaware; and the whole toofar advanced to be ſub- 
ject to a riſque. Added to this, theres a pretty ſtrong guard 
with each divifon. His excellency however has ſent on the in- 
telligence to colonel Bland who direQs their march , urging him 
to haſten them forward with all poſſible diſpatch. 

One brigade of Connecticut ti oops was at Danbury, the other 
At; Feedericiburg, when we came away z and general Poor's was 
Ap Fall march for the former, _ muſt long Bee have arrived. 


! have the honor to be, &c. 4 H. HanRISC. 


„ „. Four excel leney veill . this hurried fcrawl. 


nel ener ene : N e Para- 
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Sia, 1 | Parkes December , 1778. 


I HAD the lower of receiving yours of the ſecbnd Ut his 
place, —l have forwarded the brevet to captain Simonet; and 
ſhall take ſuch meaſures in regard to colonel Fleury's letter as 
ſhall ſeem. proper, upon my Arrival at Middlebrook for which 
I ſhall ſet out again to-morrow. 

Upon leaving Elizabethtown I direfted colonel Harrifol to 
inform you of the intelligence I had received, and which 1 
thought demanded my perſonal attention, as the enemy appear- 
ed to be going up the river in conſiderable force. Having put 
the troops deſtined for the Middlebrook cantonment upon their 

march back towards the North-river, I was proceeding that way 

myſelf when an expreſs met me a few miles from this, informin 
me that the enemy's ſhipping, which had been as high as King's 
ferry, had fallen down again, 1 hey landed a party at the fer- 
ry, and ſet fire to a few ſmall buildings near the water : but, 
upon a party of onrs advancing, they immediately [re-embarbed] 
without attempting any thing further. —The boats and ſtores of 
every kind had been previouſly ſecured. —I cannot account for 
this mancenvre but by ſuppoſing that they had been miſinformed 
as to the quantity of ſtores at the ferry, or that they expected 
to find the poſts in a defenceleſs ſituation ; 3 or it may perhaps 
liave been to favor a forage below. 
Finding that the troops deſtined for the defence of the High- 
Hlarids had arrived at their reſpective poſts agreeable to my or- 
ders and expectations, I have again put thoſe intended for Mid- 
dlebrook into motion; and I hope they will arrive there white 
the roads and weather are both fine. 

Accounts from New-York threugh a good channel ze form 
me that thirty thouſand tons of mipping nad been ſuddenly tak - 
en up for government ſervice, and that a general embargo is 
laid. The occaſion has not vet tranſpired; at leaſt it "ty rot 
yet reached me.—[ have the honor to be, &c. W. 


| 


— 


Sin, | Head-Suarters, Miadlebrook, Dee. T3, 1778. 


SINCE mp laſt of the ſeventh, I have been honored with 
your favors of the fifth, ſixth, and eighth inſtant, with their i in- 
cloſures,” to which the proper attention ſhall be pa;d.- —T Fave 
made the report of the committee on Canada affairs the ſubject 
of a particular letter which J have the honor of 2:anſroſeting by 
this conveyance.— I have the honor to be, &.“ nn. 

P. 8. Lievtenant-colonels Hartiſon and Hamilton weft to 
Ambey on monday laſt to meet the Britiſh commiſſioners : : but 
, | the 
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1 bad fe 1 Wee bad that they bad not net 


wo a eee, M iddlibrook, Dee. 13, 1778, 


IT. 8 not been in my power to return an anſwer to your 
fav of the ſixch inftant till now. The letter met me on the 
road, ſeparated from my papers; and I did not reach this place 
till late on the eleventh, ſince which 1 have been much employ- 
ed in attending to the diſpofitions for hutting the army : but in 
the mean time the objects of the ee have engaged my ut- 
moſt attention, 

The earneſt defire I have to pay the ſtricteſt compliance in 
every inſtance with the views and inſtructions of Congreſs can- 
not but make me feel the greateſt uneaſineſs when I find my- 
ſelf in circumſtances of heſitation or doubt with reſpe@ to their 
directions. But the perfect. confidence I have in the juſtice and 
candor of that honorable body emboldens me to communicate 
without reſerve the difficulties which occur in the execution of 
their preſent order; and the indulgence I have experienced on 
every former occaſion induces me to imagine that the RF 1 
now take will not meet with their diſapprobation. 

I have attentively taken up the report of the committee of 
the fifth (approved by Congreſs) on the ſubject of my letter of 
the eleventh ultimo on the propoſed expedition into Canada: 1 
have cenfidered it in ſeveral lights, and fincerely regret that 
ſhould feel myſelf under any embarraſſment in carrying it into 
execution, Still I remain of opinion, from a general review of 
things and the Rate of our reſources, that no extenſive ſyſtem of 
co-operation with the French, for the complete emancipation of 
Canada, can be poſitively decided on for the enſuing year..—To- 
propole a plan of perfect co-operation with a foreign power with. 
out a moral certainty in our ſupplies, and to have that plan ac- 
tually ratified with the court of Verſailles, might be attended, 
in caſe of failure i in the conditions on our part, with "_y fatal b 
effects. 5 
If I ſhould ſeem unwilling to tranſmit the plan as prepared ; 
by Congteſs, with my obſervations, it is becauſe I find myſelf 
under a neceſſity (in order to give our miniſter ſuſſicient ground 
to found an application on) to propoſe ſomething more than a 
vague and indeciſive plan, which, even in the event of a total 
evacuation) af theſe ſtates by the enemy, may be rendered 1 im- 
practicable in che execution by a variety of inſurmountable ob- 


iacles: or if I retain my preſent ſentiments and act rs AY 
I mu 
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I'muft point out the difficulties as they appear to me; which 
muſt embarraſs his negotiations, and may dilappoig therviews of 
Congreſs. 2 — * 
- But proceeding on the idea of the enemy's leaving theſe 
tes before the active part of the enſuing campaign, I ſhould 
fear to hazard a miſtake as to the preciſe aim and extent of the 
views of Congreſs. The line of conduct that am to obferve 
in writing to our miniſter at the court of France does not ap- 
pear-ſuffictently delineated :—were I to undertake it, I ſhould 
be much afraid of erring through miſconception. In this di- 
lemma I would efteem it a particular favor to be excuſed from 
writing at all on the ſubject, eſpecially as it is the part of can- 
dor in me to 8 that I do not fee my way clear e- 
nough to point out ſuch a plan for co-operation as I conceive to 
be conſiſtent with the ideas of Congreſs, and that will be ſuffi - 
ciently explanatory with reſpect to time and circumſtances, to 
give efficacy to the meaſure. But if congreſs fil} think it ne- 
ceſſary for. me to proceed in the buſineſs, I muft requeſt their. | 
more definitive and explicit inſtructions, and that they will per- 
mit me, previous to tranſmitting the intended diſpatches, te ſub- 
mit them to their determination. | : ot N 
I could wiſh:to lay before Congreſs more minutely the ] 
of the army, the condition of our ſupplies, and the requiſites ne- 
ceſſary for carrying into execution an undertaking that may in- 
volve the moſt ſerious events. If Congreſs think this can be done 
mort ſatisfactorily in a perſonal conference, I hope to have the 
army in ſuch a ſituation before I can receive their anfwer, as to 
afford me an opportunity of giving my attendance.— I would on- 
ly add that I ſhall cheerfully comply with the directions of Con- 
greſs relative to making every preparation in our power for an 
expedition againſt Niagara, and for ſuch further operations to 
the northward as time andcircumſtances ſhall enable us to carry 
on. Meaſures for the purpoſe have been taken in part for ſome 
time paſt ; and I ſhall purſue them vigorouſly. The ſuhje ct has 
long engaged my contemplation ; and I am thoroughly convinc- 
ed of the expediency and policy of doing every thing practica- 
ble on our part, for giving ſecurity to our frontiers by the re- 
duction of thoſe; places which facilitate annoying them, and even 
for accompliſhing the annexation of Canada to the Union 
I have the honor to be, &c. | d 1. WG 
P. S, I have detained the letter to the marquis till your fur- 
ther inſtructions. The waters have been fo high as to prevent 
the expreſs ſetting out yeſterday with this diſpatch as veins ins 
terien fo „ „ 1 i %o 
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| e 6 of Head. Prarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 18. 1778. | 


IN a letter which I bad the honor of receiving. from Con- 
ail tated the ſecond inſtant, was incloſed the copy of one 
From lieutenant-colonel Fleury, upon the ſubject of which, the 

refident defired me to expreſs * my ſentiments, as alſo of the 
merits of Mr. Fleury during his ſervices in the army.“ 

I do not conceive that Congreſs ſhould requeit a renewal of 
colonel Fleury's furlough from the French minifter plenipoten- 
tlary. An application of that kind ought, in my opinion, to be 

made by himſelf, not only becauſe it is cuftomary, but becauſe 
ſolieitations of a fimilar nature would in all probability be 
made by many not having Mr. Fleury's claim to the favor of 
the public, and to whom it would be difficult-to give, a refuſal 


After a precedent had been eſtabliſhed. I would rot be under - 


ſtood to include the cate of general Du Portail and the gentle- 
men in the engineering department, who are peculiarly cir- 
cCumſtanced, and i in w hoſe behalf 1 have written particularly to 
; Cougrefs. 
As to Mr. Fleury's merits as an | officer, can only repeat, 
hen I have upon ſeveral occaſions mentioned te Congreſs be- 
fore, — that he is brave, active, and intelligent, and that, ſhould 
he obtain leave to remain in America, I thall take an opportu-. 
nity (agreeable to my promiſe to him) of employing him in a. 
manner ſuitable to his rank, and in luch A way as will not claſh 
with the officers of the line; | | 


++; have the honor to be,''&c., {© 8 W. 
25 Sta, Head-Yuorters, Middlebroob, Dec. 16, 1778. 


SINCE I had the honor of addzeſling you on the thir- 
teenth, the gentlemen appointed to meet commillioners from 
fir Henry Clinton have returned to camp. Your excellency 
will Bud, by a copy of their report, No. 7, (which, with the 
other papers reſpeAing the mecting, is incloted) that an ex- 

change of priſoners has not taken place. | 
As an exchapge has not been effected, and fir Henry Clin- 
ton has calted for all our officers on ele, 1 ſhall, in conſe- 
quence of the refolution of the ninetcenth ultimo, order the 
E.mmitary of prifoucrs to zequire the immediate return of the 
convention 
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convention and any other officers with the enemy on parole, 
I do not mean however to include general Burgoyne in the de- 
mand unleſs Congreſs ſhould direct it, as there appears to me 
many political reaſons for permitting him to remain in Britain 
in his preſent temper. But if Congreſs ſhould differ from me 
in opinion on this point, I ſhall be happy to he informed, that 
meaſures may be purſued for his recal. © | 


I have the honor to be, &c. 6. W. 
Sm, Philadelphia, Dec. 31, 1978, 


I HAD the honor of addreſſing Congreſs ſome time fince 
on the ſubje& of general Du Portail and the gentlemen with 
him. He informs me that his affair has not yet been decided, 
and is extremely anxious that it ſhould' be in ſome way or o- 
ther. He aſſigns many powerful reaſons to ſhew that it is very 
intereſting to him (if he is not to continue in our ſervice) to 
return to France as ſpeedily as poſſible. He alſo informs me 
that he has xeafon to think, in the conſideration of his affair, 
the retaining him in ſervice and the adopting the plan propoſ- 
ed in his memoir are united, and the deciſion of the one ſuſ- 
pended on that of the other; and has therefore requeſted me 
to reprefent to Congreſs that he ſhould be happy they could be 
_ conſidered ſeparately; and if his ſervices, abſtractedly from the 
project propoſed by him, are deemed neceſſary, it will be agree- 
able to him to remain in the country. | e 


1 


I have already taken the liberty to offer my ſentiments on 
the propriety of engaging theſe gentlemen to continue in the 
ſervice. It really appears to me that they will be eſſentially 
neceſſary to our future operations, whether defenſive or offen- 
five ; and it cannot therefore but give me pleaſure if it ſhall be 
conſiſtent with the views of Congreſs to retain them, and to 
give every encouragement which they may reaſonably expect. 

I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 
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